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THE WORLD. 



The lint p^cf the Wo^appe^do. 
llie 24dk of January, 175S, and a number was 
pnlAsbed regakrfy aoce a week. It differs 
from its ptedeoesson in its style, though its 
tNidency no doubt was the same : it does not 
attempt to philosophize the world into morality, 
nor attain its exsd by critical disqui^tions^— 
Irony is the weapon it has chosen to vanquisli 
the foibles and absurdities of the age in whicli 
it appeared. 

It was projected by Mr. Edward Moork 
and Mr. Robert Dodsley; the latter of 
whom, by defraying the expense^ and re- 
ft 



U IIISTORICAIi AND 

warding his coadjutor, became, and for a se- 
ries of years continued to be, the sole proprie- 
tor of this very popular work. 

Mb. Edwabd Moore was born in 1712, at 
Abingdon, where his father, the Rev. Thomas 
Moore, was pastor of a congregation of pro- 
testant dissenters. Being deprived of this pa- 
rent when he was ten years old, his educa- 
tion was undertaken b}' his uncle, the Rev. 
John Mbore, who conducted an academical 
seminary at Bridgewater. He also passed 
some time at the school of East Orchard, in 
Dorsetshire. Being destined for trade, he 
was placed at a proper age with a wholesale 
linen-draper in London; and after leaving 
him, he went in the capacity of factor to 
Ireland in the service of a linen-merchant, 
and resided some years in that country^ 
On his return, he entered into partnership 
with an Irish gentleman in the linen trade; 
but commerce did not prove more propitious 
to him than it has usufdly done to the vota- 
ries of the muses, of whom he was probably 
already one in secret, and the partnership 
after a time was dissolved. It is asserted 
however, that he conducted himself in his 
employment with ability; and bis want of 
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lluccesg might have a cause Dot dependent 
I on his own exertions. He now quitted bu- 
[ BDesB, and devoted himself to the profes- 
l«on of an author, and his first publication 
(Vas his '•Fables for the Female Ses," print- 
11744. 

In this work he received some as3istance 
from Henry Brooke, author of Gustavus 
Vasa, &c. with whom he had probably be- 
come acquEunted in Ireland. The production 
obtained the public favour, which doubtless 
encouraged him to proceed in his literary 
career. Mr. (afterwards Lord) Lyttleton 
liWas now in place, and was distinguished 
Wth as a man of letters, and a patron of 
''them. Moore, therefore, in 1748, appeared 
as the defender of his political character, and 
his panegyrist, in a poem entitled " The 
^riiil of SeUm the Persian for high Crimea 
kand Misdemeanors," in which, under the 
'taaslt of Irony, he pays him many elegant 
compliments. In the same year, his first 
dramatic piece, the comedy of " The Found- 
ling," was brought upon the stage, aided 
by the acting of Garrick and the other 
principal performers of the time. Its sue- 
not considerable, and it retains no 
b2 
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place among the stock plays, though it 19 
by no means devoid of entertainment. In 
1740 he ventured to marry a beautiful and 
accomplished young lady, daughter to Mr. 
Hamilton, table-decker to the princesses. 
Their reciprocal attachment had already been 
made known to the public in a sprightly 
song, written by Francklin, the translator of 
Sophocles and Lucian^ in the person of Miss 
Hamilton, and ingeniously quibbling upon the 
equivoque of Moore and More. If he had any 
hopes of political promotion from the patron- 
age of Ly ttleton, they were disappointed ; but 
the kindness of Garrick, which he had secured 
by an ode to him on his marriage^ and a tale 
entitled " Envy and Fortune," addressed to 
Mrs. Garrick, was of substantial advantage to 
him. When, in 1754<, he produced his comedy 
of " Gil Bias/' it was forcibly carried through 
nine nights at Drury-lane, notwithstanding a 
violent opposition. That inimitable actor's 
powers were likewise vigorously exerted in 
favour of his friend'^s tragedy of **The 
Gamester," brought on the stage in 1765. 
This is the dramatic performance by which 
Moore is most advantageously known, for it 
is still occasionally represented, and always 
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. with Striking pathetic effect. The story being 
. ;iii common life is thereby rendered, if less dig- 
- nified, more impressive; aud the horror in- 
jipired by the catastrophe, though painful to 
. the feeUngs, is salutary in enforcing the moral 
leeson intended by the writer. 

In 1708 he made a commencement of this 
periodical work, which is among the few that 
have obtained successsince those of Addison and 
Steele. For this it was chiefly indebted to the 
contributions of the, wits of the age, several of 
them men of rank aud quality, who were induced 
through regard to Moore, and the influence of 
hla patron. Lord Lyttleton, to become his coad- 
jutors. The names of Lord Chesterfield, Ho- 
race Walpole, Richard Owen Cambridge, Sir 
David Dalrymple, and Soame Jenyns, are suffi- 
cient to attest the editor's respectable character 
and connexions, and to ensure the value of many 
of the papers. Those by Moore himself are 
lively and sensible, but the perpetual use of 
his favourite irony may he thought by some 
to give them an uopleasing sameness. While 
yet engaged in this publication, he was car- 
ried off by an inflammation of the lungs in 
February, 1757, at the age of forty-five. He 
published, in 1756, a collection of his 
i3 , 
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works by subscription in a quarto volume, de- 
dicated to the Duke of Newcastle, and delicate- 
ly complimenting his brother, Mr. I'elham ; 
but it was his fate to live on the verge of that 
indigence which is generally the lot of those 
who trust to their pen alone for subsistence. 
He was, however, a man greatly beloved in 
society for the amiable simplicity of his nian- 
nei'fi, and tJie vivacity of his conversation. 
He left a widow and an only son, whose 
education and settling in the world were ge- 
nerously undertaken by Lord Chesterfield. As 
a poet, Edward Moore is chiefly remembered 
by his Fables, which are sprightly, ingenious, 
and instructive. Tliey happily enforce some 
of the points of lesser morality which are 
peculiarly appropriate to the female sex. Their 
descriptive merit is not inconsiderable, though 
as poems they are surpassed by the additional 
pieces of his friend Brooke. His other verses 
are chiefly eff'usions of the tight familiar kind ; 
and songs, of which last several were set to mu- 
eic, and became popular in their day. 

Among the contributors of rank to the World 
we have to name, as the most celebrated for 
brilliant accomplishments, purity of taste and 
elegance, Philip Dokmbr Stanhope, Earl of 
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CheHerfiM' His Lordship continued his cor- 
respondence occasionally, and wrote in all twen« 
ty-three papers. 

This Nobleman was the eldest son of Philip 
third Earl of Chesterfield, by Lady Eliz. 
Saville, daughter of George Marquis of Hali- 
fax. He was bom at London in September, 
1694. Losing his mother early, and being ne- 
glected by his father, he was educated under the 
care of his grandmother, Lady Halifax, a lady 
adequate to such a task. His elementary in- 
struction was received at home from able mas- 
ters, who had the advantage of finding in their 
pupil those adm'u'able qualities, an ardent desire 
of excelling in whatever he undertook, and a 
resolution to persevere in the track he approved, 
notwithstanding all difiiculties. As an example 
of tfie latter disposition, it is related, that Lord 
Galway, discerning in him, when very young, a 
strong inclination for political distinction, and at 
the same time a great love of pleasure with a 
propenaty to laziness, gave him a friendly les- 
son on the absolute necessity of rising early in 
order to become a man of business ; and that 
the admonition produced such an efiPect, that he 
immediately adopted the practice recommended, 
and adhered to it during his whole life. He 
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was afterwards by an incident pt^matui^ely cured 
of an impatience of temper, which he was seni^i* 
ble would disqualify him for the character of a 
statesman. In his 18th year he was entered of 
Trinity-hall, Cambridge, wher0 he appesars to 
have applied with great assiduity to the studies 
pursued in that Ijni versity . By his own account 
he left it, after a residence of two years,. a tho- 
rough classical pedant ; he had, however, k^t 
in mind the destination to which he had devoted 
himself; and being convinced that eloquence 
was the accomplishment which most commanded 
notice in parliament, he marked down all the 
shining passages of this kind which occurred in 
his reading, and formed his style by translating 
them ; a practice which cannot be too highly 
commended. 

On quitting the University, Lord Stajihope, 
as he was then called, was sent abroad to make 
the usual tour in Europe. He was already fur- 
nished with that necessary acquirement, a ready 
use of the French language, in which he had 
been exercised from early youth. It was at the 
« Hague that he first began the cultivation of 
'that enlarged acquaintance with mankind which 
.18 termed seeing the world ; and there he rubbed 
off some of his college rust, bat at tliesame 
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time acquired propensities which were but a bad 
exchange for pedantry, especially an attachment 
to the ruinous vice of gaming, which never en- 
tirely left him. A visit to Paris further contri- 
buted to fashion his manners, and to render him 
at length that model of true politeness which he 
exliibited to his admiring countrymen. This 
was about the time of Queen Anne's death; and 
he did himself honour by the assertion of 
those principles of freedom which effected the 
succession of the HouscKjf Hanover, and which 
during the whole course of his political life, he 
stedfastly maintjuned. On his return to Eng- 
land, in 1715, he was presented to the new so- 
vereign, and appointed one of the gentlemen of 
the bed-chamber to the Prince of Wales. He 
was elected a representative for St. Germain's, 
in the first parliament of George L, and com- 
menced a speaker in a debate respecting the 
impeachment of the persons concerned in the 
peace of Utrecht. 

It is of little importance to the present pur- 
pose to relate the particulars of Lord Stanhope's 
political conduct ; suffice it to say, on the death 
of his father, in 1 726, he succeeded to the title, 
and became a particular favourite of George 
II., who made him high steward of the house- 
hold, and knight of the garter. In 1745 he was 
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appointed lord lieiiteoaiit of Ireland, froiU 
whence he reliinied In 17^6, and in 1748 
resigned the office of seci'etary of state, to 
which lie had been appointed, and never after- 
wards took a part in the admioiatration. He 
thenccforlh lived as a private nobleman, at- 
tached to ilie arts and to letters, and sustaining 
the charaeler of one wjio was known throughout 
Europe OB inferior to none of his rank for bril- 
liancy of wit and the poUsh of cultivated society. 
Lord Chesterfield had no legitimate issue ; but 
he ibund full exercise for Iiis paternal afEcctions 
in the education of a son, the ofispsing of a 
connexion formed abroad, whom he brought up 
under his own name, and destined for political 
life. His cares for this youth Iiave been ren- 
dered interesting to the public by a series of 
letters, published since the death of both, and 
which contain a kind of professional institute 
from boyhood to youth. Of these letters it is 
proper to say that they were never meant for 
publication, and that the instructions were in- 
tended for an individual of a particular dispo- 
sition. When these due allowances are made, 
it may be affirmed that there exbts not in the 
English language a work from which more 
valuable lessons may be drawn fur the early 
cultiviilion of the understanding, and the for- 
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nation of the temper and manners, especially 
with respect to young persons designed for 
public stations of the higher cJass, 

The senatorial exertions of Lord Chester- 
field, after his retreat from oiEce, were few, 

.and of little political importance. He conti- 
ijQued, however, to employ his pen for tlie be- 
nefit of his countrymen, and he was one of tlie 
most considerable and valuable contributors, as 
we have stated, to The World, published from 
1753 to 1756. His papers in this miscellany 
are in general admirable specimens of wit, 
good sense, and i;nowledge of mankind, and 
have the important purpose of correcting not 
only follies, but serious deviations from mo- 
rality. Id particular, his exposure of the ha- 
bit of hard drinking, which was then too 
-frequently contracted at the English univer- 
iities, in company with a bigotted and exclu- 
sive attachment to classical literature, which is 
also a subject of bis ridicule, aimed at efi'ecting 
a very salutary reformation, and perhaps has 
not entirely failed of its intention. 

Lord Chesterfield's son, Mr, Stanhope (who, 
from his cliildhood, had never ceased to be 
a principal object of his interest, and who, 

^though turning out a very diifei-ent person 
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from that which his father wished to render 
him, yet possessed valuable and solid quali- 
ties, after having been brought into parlia- 
ment, and filled different diplomatic stations), 
was at length appointed envoy-extraordinary 
to the court of Dresden. Falling into a bad 
state of health, he was obliged to repair to the 
south of France, where, in November, 1768, 
he was carried off by a dropsy. This heavy 
stroke on the feelings of the Earl was aggra- 
vated by the intelligence accompanying it, that 
his son had been secretly married several years, 
and had two children living. Although this want 
of confidence might justly excite his resentment 
towards the memory of the deceased, yet he 
took upon himself the care of providing for the 
children, and informed the mother that she 
should be exonerated from the charge of their 
maintenance. At the same time he proved the 
remaining vigour and buoyancy of his mind by 
actively superintending the education of the 
son of a kinsman, whom he had adopted as 
being the heir of his title. His infirmities, 
however, from this time increased fast upon 
him : he had outlived most of his friends and 
contemporaries, and was now reduced to a state 
in which he father patiently endured life than 



BI06EAPHICAL PREFACE.. XUl 

enjoyed |it. The scene was tranquilly dosed 
cm Mardi Mih, 1773, when he had readied 
his 79th year. It is unnecessary to add anr 
.thing to the view of his moral character pre- 
sented by the preceding narrative. If fiur 
Irom faultless, it certainly exhibited many ex- 
cellendes which enabled him to perform im- 
portant services to his friends and country. 
In his literary capadty he possessed wit, good 
sense, and good taste in an uncommon degree. 
His style is of the purest and most unaffected 
JEnglish. 

ITie next contributor to the World that 
claims our attention, as well in point of merit 
as quantity, is Richard Owen Cambridge, 
Esq. whose papers deserve the highest enco- 
mium for their wit and moral tendency. He 
wrote twenty-one papers, and these were writ- 
ten solely for the benevolent purpose of serv- 
ing Mr. MooRE, who was first introduced 
to him by Lyttleton. In alJ his papers, Mr. 
Cambridge has shewn that the subjects pro- 
per for a work of this kind are inexhaustible, 
and that every age may be made to grow 
some singularity for the use of the wit and 
the satirist. 

World c 
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BicitAiu) Owen Cambridge was horn in 
London, February 14, I717» He was de* 
scended from a family, that had bpen for seve- 
ral generations established in Gloucestershire : 
his father, being a younger brother, was bred 
to business as a Turkey merchant, and resided 
chiefly in London until the time of his death ; his 
son, who, upon this event, was left to the care of 
his mother, and of her brother Thomas Owen 
Esq. a gentleman who had retired from the 
.profession of the law to Britwell Place, in 
Buckinghamshire, and who, having no chil^ 
dren, adopted his nephew as his future repre- 
sentative. He was sent early to Eton School, 
and thence to Oxford. In 1737 he took cham- 
bers at Lincoln' s-Inn, and in 1741 married 
Miss Trenchard, with whom he resided at 
Whitminster, in Gloucestershire. He was fond 
of the water, and contrived a double boat, con- 
sisting of two distinct boats fifty feet in length 
and only eighteen inches wide, placed parallel 
to each other at the distance of twelve feet, and 
united by a deck. This double boat is described 
a sa swift and steady sailer, and capable of car- 
. rying heavy, weights. In 174j4 Mr. Cambridge 
published the Scribleriad^ wliich is the most 
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6on»derable of his poetical efforts ; and, in 
1761, A History of the War of Coromondel, 
which is the most extensive of his prose produc- 
tions. He died in 180^. He was temperate 
in his habits, and excelled in conversation. His 
works Mere published in 2 vols. 4to. in ISOS, 
with his life prefixed, by George Owen 
Caml^dge, A.M. 

As one of the most celebrated fashionable 
contributors to the Worlds we have to name 
Horace Walpole, Lord Orford. llie papers 
ke contnbuted were not numerous ; they were 
diidly of the light and humorous class. 

Hi^raice Walpole was the youngest son of 
Robert Walpole, Earlof Orford, a distinguished' 
English minister of state. He was bom in 
1718, and educated at Eton-school, and after- 
wards at King's-college, Cambridge. It was 
during his residence at the university that he 
wrote his "Verses in Memory of King Henry 
VI." dated in 1738, and supposed to be the 
first production of his pen. Quitting Cam- 
bridge without a degree, he was nominated, as 
son of the minister, to some patent sinecure 
places, and in 1739, accompanied by Gray, he 
set out on a tour to the continent. They re- 
sided for some time at Florence, whence Wal- 

c9. 



HISTOniCAL AHJ> 



pole wrote a poetical " Epistle to Tliomas Asli- 
ton, Esq." tutor to the Earl of Plymouth, a 
.spirited, though inuorrect composition, and 
breathing an ardent spirit of liberty. Gray 
and Walpole, during their tour, had a dif- 
ference, and parted ; Walpole, however, af- 
terwards was generous enough to take the 
blame of the quarrel upom himself. A re- 
conciliation was cfit'ctcd in 1744, and they 
continued to correspond, and shew each other 
their compositions; yet their letters have not 
the air of cordial and unreserved friendsliip. 
The person for whom Walpole appears to have 
entertained the warmest and most uninterrupted 
afl'ection was his maternal cousin. Genera! Sey- 
mour Conway, with whom he was brought up 
from childhood, and who accompanied liim in 
part of his first tour. Their correspondence, 
whicli began in 1740, continued to I79i, the 
year of the General's death, with undiminished 
confidence and attachment. Walpole entered 
into parliament in 1741, as representative of 
Callinglon. He displayed his filial piety by 
opposing, in a spirited speech, a motion of Lord 
Limerick for an inquiry into tlie political con- 
duct of his father ; but though he sat in several 
other parliaments, he was in general a silent and 
inactive member. 
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As hia character developed, it was evident 
that he was not destined to pursue the paths of 
puhlic life. With much vivacity and love of 
occupation, his chief delight was in the in- 
dulgence of literary curiosity nnd taste for the 
fine arts ; and though he was fond of select so- 
ciety, he shunned promiscuous company, nnd 
had nothing popular in his manners or disposi- 
tion. He observed what was going on in the 
husy world as an intelligent spectator, witiiout 
taking part as an actor ; and judged with saga- 
city of public characters, without much inte- 
resting himself in their fortunes- He was per- 
fectly satisfied with the share of emolumeiit he 
possessed from his places, and was ambitious 
neither of title nor consequence. He has re- 
icorded at a late period of his hfe that " he was 
once, forty years ago, at the Duke of Naweas- 
tle's levee, the only minister's levee at which he 
was ever present, except his own father's," He 
always adhered to the Whig prindples in which 
he was educated, and his parUamenlary conduct 
was pure and independent. This may suffice 
respecting his political character, which makes 
a small part of his biography. 

The purchase, in 1748, of a small house at 

Twickenham, called Strawbcrry-hjtl, was an era 

c3 
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in his life ; as the principal btisiness of it 
thenceforth was to render his seat both without 
and within one of the prominent objects of cu- 
riosity to lovers of the arts, in the vicinity of 
the metropolis. Being a great admirer and 
judge of Gothic architecture, he made his house 
by successive additions a very perfect though 
miniature specimen, of that style of building in 
its purity. By incessant attentions and liberal 
expense, he rendered it, within, a splendid col- 
lection of pieces of art and relics of antiquity, 
many of them truly curious and valuable, some 
rather of the nick-nack kind, which attracted 
numerous visitors, to whose accommodation 
three hours a day in the summer months were 
appropriated. As he grew old, he found this 
indulgence to the public very burdensome ; and 
he speaks in one of his letters with a kind of 
splenetic disgust of his cake-fumsey though it 
contributed much to his celebrity. In the 
mean time he did not intermit the cultivation of 
his literary talents, several fruits of which from 
time to time were given to the press. He was 
one of the fashionable contributors to the World, 
of which, about 1758, he wrote a few numbers, 
chiefly of the light and humorous class, as we 
have ahready stated. From his own press, at 
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Strawbeny-hiU, thefe appeared in 1758 thefint 
edidon of his ^ Catalogue dT Royal aad Noble 
Authors,'' a cuiious appendage to Utenizy fai- 
ograpby, though oomprisiiig many names whidi 
have no other daim.to oelebi^ than their 
rank. It was fdlowed by a coUecti<m dT his 
^^ Fu^Uve Pieces,'* including his papers in the 
World, and others from different miscellanies. 
In 1761 he published 2 vols. 4to. of his '* Anec- 
dotes of Painting in England,^ chiefly compiled 
from the papers of the artist George Vertue, 
but enlivened with many remarks of his own. 
Two more volumes were afterwards added ; and 
the whole forms a valuable addition to the his- 
tory of the fine arts. The warmth of friendship 
drew from him, in 1764, a political pamphlet on 
the subject of General Conway'*s dismission 
from the army on 'account of a vote given in 
parliament on the question of general warrants. 
In 1765 the lovers of romantic fiction were 
gratified by his '' Castle of Otranto/' a tale 
which first appeared under the disguise of a 
translation from the Italian, but being well de- 
ceived, was in a second edition acknowledged 
by the real author. 

In 1767 Mr. Walpole entirely renounced 
public business by a letter to the Mayor of 
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Lynn, for which town he was then a represen- 
tative, declining to offer his services at th,e ap- 
proaching general election. He was probably 
now deep in study ; for in the following year 
the work appeared on which he seems to have 
l)estowed the greatest share of reasoning and 
research, his " Historic Doubts on the Life arid 
Reign of King Richard the Third." His scope 
in this performance was to remove a great part 
of the obliquy with which the memory of that 
Prince is loaded ; and especially to throw doubt 
upon the popular story of the murder of his 
young nephews in the tower, and to render it 
probable that Perkin Warbeck was no impostor, 
but the real Duke of York, brother of Edward 
V. The arguments by which he supported 
these opinions did credit to his industry and 
acuteness ; and though they failed to convince 
the public in general, they have been regarded 
by some able judges as carrying considerable 
weight. Several answers were made to this 
work, on which he published remarks, by way 
of supplement, in a style betrayihg irritability ; 
and he shewed his displeasure at the reading of 
two papers before the Antiquarian Society 
which controverted part of his evidence, by ex- 
punging his name from the list of its members. 
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In 1768 he also printed at his press some co- 
pies of a tragedy of his composition, entitled 
** ITie Mysterious Mother." In the plan there 
is a disgusting horror which he was himself 
sensible would render it unfit for a modem 
stage. It is however powerfully written, and 
displays talents which, if directed to that object, 
might have rendered him a successful candidate 
for dramatic fame. 

A.bout the same time occurred those trans- 
actions between him and the unfortunate Chat- 
terton which brought so much censure upon 
Walpole, but from the greatest part of which 
he seems fully to have justified himself. 

After tliis period Mr. Walpole twice more 
visited Paris, (in 17/1 and 1775,) in which ca- 
pital were several persons in whose society he 
took pleasure, and where he appears always to 
have been received with distinction. He con- 
tracted a very particular intimacy with Madame 
du Deffand, a lady whose old age and blind- 
ness did not prevent her from keeping a great 
deal of the best company in Paris, whom she 
entertained by the wit and good sense of her 
conversation. Her friendship for Walpole ap- 
pears to have been real fondness, and was re- 
turned by him with the most cordial attachment. 
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The principal incident of his advanced years 
was his succession in 1791 9 on the death of his 
nephew, to the title of Earl of Orford. This 
elevation seems to have given him more trouble 
than satisfaction, and made no alteradon in his 
manner of living and habitual pursuits. He 
continued to amuse himself with occasional 
jeux d^esprit, and with adding to the treasures 
and decorations of Strawberry-hill, where, in 
1795, he had the honour of being visited by 
the Queen and Princesses. A constitutional 
gout^ which habitual temperance was unable to 
subdue, gradually rendered him a cripple, and 
debilitated his frame, but without unfitting ^im 
for society ; and great care spun out the thread 
of life to March 1797, when he quietly expired, 
in his 79th year. He bequeathed all his printed 
and manuscript writings to Robert Berry, Esq, 
and his two daughters, of which a collective 
edition was published in 1798, in 5 vols, 4to. 
The most valuable addition to what had for- 
merly appeared consisted of a great number of 
letters to different correspondents, written with 
true epistolary ease and vivacity, and higlily 
entertaining from the anecdotes and pictures of 
the times with which they are replete. 

Horace Walpole, though forming his plan of 
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fife chiefly upon a system of personal enjoy- 
ment, possessed kind and social affections, and 
was capable of very generous actions to his 
friends. He had seen too much of the world to 
^ve easy credit to professions and appearances ; 
but he respected virtue, and had warm feelings 
for the rights and interests of mankind. As 
an author, if he does not merit a place in the 
higher ranks, he ha^ done enough to preserve 
his name from oblivion. He was a votary ra- 
ther of curious than of profound literature ; 
and he served the cause not only by his own 
writings, but as an editor at his private press 
of various works in the class of historical anti- 
quity and biographical anecdotes. 

The next celebrated wit and elegant writer 
wjio contributed to the Worlds that we shall 
notice, is Soame Jenyns. He was the author 
of five papers in this periodical work, highly 
distinguished by humour and vivacity. 

SoAME Jen'I'ns was bom in London in 
1704, and educated at a private school, from 
whence he was sent to St. John's College, 
Cambridge. In 1 728 he published a poem 
on the Art of Dancing. He was elected into 
parliament in 174 1, and enjoyed a seat in that 
house till 1780. In 1755 he was appointed 
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one of the lords of trade, which place he held 
till that board was abolished. He was twice 
married. He died, without issue, in Decem- 
ber, 1787, at the age of eighty-three. As a 
writer, he attained no small share of celebrity. 

The Earls of Bath and Couk were also 
contributors to the World; as were likewise 
Silt David Daluymple, and the Rev. John 
DuxcoMBE. Indeed, we find Mr. More, the 
ostensible author, reaping considerable emo- 
lument from the benevolent assistance of these 
men of fame and fashion, and of high rank in 
the state, that we have enumerated, who cheer- 
fully undertook, as friends of Lord Lyttleton, 
who was the patron of Moore, to supply the 
paper, while Moore reaped the emolument, and 
perhaps for a time enjoyed the reputation of 
the whole. 
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I. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

PHILIP EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

MY LORD, 

That I presume to dedicate the first volume of 
The World to Your Lordship, will I hope be for- 
given me. It is not enough that I can flatter my- 
self with having been frequently honoured with 
your correspondence ; I would insinuate it to the 
public, that under the sanction of your Lordship's 
name, I may hope for a more favourable receptiop 
from my readers. 

If it should be expected upon this occasion, that 
I should point out which papers are your Lordship's, 
and which my own, 1 must beg to be excused ; for 
while, like the Cuckoo in the fable, I am mixing 
my note with the Nightingale's, I cannot resist the 
vanity of crying out, Hotv sweetly xve Birds sing I 
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If I knew of any great or amiable qualification 
that your Lordship did not really possess, I would 
(according to the usual custom of dedications) be- 
stow it freely : but till I am otherwise instructed, I 
shall rest satisfied with paying my most grateful 
acknowledgments to your Lorcbhip, and with sub- 
ficribing myself, 

Your LoRDSHip*s 

Obliged, and 

Most obedient servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 



II. to the honourable 



HORACE WALPOLE, Esq. 



SIR, 



1 take the liberty of prefixing your name to a 
volume of the World, as it gives me an oppor- 
tunity, not only of making you my acknowledgments 
for tne essays you have honoured me with, but also 
of informing the public to whom I have been 
obliged. 

That vou may read this address without a blush, 
it shall nave no flattery in it. To confess the truth, 
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I mean to compliment myself; and I know not how 
to do it more effectually, than by thus signifying to 
my readers, (Jiat in the conduct of this work, I have 
not been thought unworthy of your correspondence. 

I am, sir. 

Your most obedient, humble servant, . 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 



in. TO 



RICHARD OWEN CAMBRIDGE, Esq. 

SIR, 

As you have been so partial to these Papers, as to 
think them in some degree serviceable to Morality, 
or at least to those inferior duties of life, which the 
French call les petites morales ; and as you have 
shown the sincerity of this opinion, by the support 
you have given to them, I beg leave to prefix your 
name to this third volume, ana to subscribe myself. 

Sir, 

Your obliged, and moi^t faithful 

Humble servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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IV. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF CORKE. 

MY LORD, 

It 18 usual in churches, when an organ, an altar- 
piece, or some other valuable ornament, is given by 
the bounty of any particular person, to set forth in 
very conspicuous characters the name of the bene- 
factor. In imitation of this custom, I take the li- 
berty of prefixing your Lordship's name to a volume 
of the World, that I may signify to the public by 
whose bounty it has been ornamented. 

But your Lordship is not the only one of your fa- 
mily to whom the World has been indebted ; and 
it is with great pleasure that I embrace this occa- 
sion of making my acknowledgments to the Earl 
OF CoRKE, as it gives me an opportunity at the 
same time of confessing my obligations to Mr. 
Boyle. 

I will not offend your Lordship with the common 

■ flattery of dedications, having always observed that 

praise is least pleasing, where it is most due : a con- 

' sideration that obliges me to add no more, than 

that I am. 

My lord. 
Your lordship's obliged, 
Most humble, 

And most obedient servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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V. TO 

SOAME JENYNS, Esq. 

One of the Lords Commissioners for Trade 

and Plantations. 

SIR, 

To promote the circulation of these small volmnes, 
by limiting their numher to no more than six, it was 
thought adviseable to put a stop to the paper of the 
vWORLD, at a time when the demand for it greatly 
exceeded my expectation, and while it was the only 
fashionable vehicle, in which men of rank and ge- 
nius chose to convey their sentiments to the public 
To e'xtend this circulation (for I confess myself a 
self-interested person,) I have separately addressed 
the first five volumes to those of my correspondents 
whose pieces are the most numerous, and whose 
names and characters do me the greatest honour. 
It will not therefore, I hope, displease you, if among 
these favourite names you happen to discover your 
own ; it being impossible for me to say any thing 
more to the advantage of this work, than that many 
of the essays in it were written by Mr. Jekyns. 

I am, sir. 

Your most obliged 
And most obedient 
Humble servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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VI. To Mr. MOORE. 



DEAR SIR, 

In the list of those whom I am proud to call my 
assistants in this work, and to the principal of 
whom, as far as they are come to my knowledge, I 
have dedicated the former volumes of it, to nave 
omitted you, my best and sincerest friend, would 
have been strange and unpardonable. It would 
have been strange, as you are sensible how hieh a 
regard I have always paid to whatever came from 
your hand ; and unpardonable, as I am convinced 
you never sat down to write me a paper but from 
motives of pure love and affection. It is true, and 
I scorn to flatter even in a dedication, I have not 
always regarded your papers with that degree of 
admiration which some other of my correspondents 
commanded from me ; yet so partial have I been 
to your talents and abilities, that you must own I 
have never, through the whole course of the work, 
refused anyone of your lucubrations: insomuch 
that I greatly fear my readers may now-and-then 
have reason to reproach me with having suffered 
my friendship to blind my judgment. 

But let Malice and Envy say their pleasure, I 
shall always acknowledge with gratitude the favour 
of your assistance in the long contention I have had 
with the vices and follies of the world ; and that it 
was frequently owing to your ironical smile, that I 
have been enabled to raise the laugh of raillery in 
favour of virtue and good manners. I confess, in- 
deed, and you will not be angry that to yourself I 
avow it, the immortality I have reason to hope for, 
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arises from the conjunction of many higher names 
than yours, which I have had the honour to associate 
with me in this favoured undertaking. And here I 
feel my vanity struggling to get loose, and indulge 
itself m the pleasing theme. The name of Fitz- 
Adam shall be carried down to latest posterity with 
those of his age, the most admired for their genius, 
their learning, their wit and humour. But I check 
myself. — I dare not engage in the task of saying 
what ought to be said on this occasion, and there- 
fore beg leave to hide my inability in silence. 

You will pardon, sir, this short digression, though 
not made in your favour; and be assured notwith- 
standing all I have said, and whatever I may think 
of you as a writer, as a man I bear you a true affec- 
tion, take a very interested part m all your con- 
cerns, and should you ever meet with that reward 
from the public, which I think your merits have 
long deserved, I hope you are satisfied that no one 
will more truly rejoice in your good fortune than. 

Dear sir. 

Your most affectionate friend, 

And humble servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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Kihil duMus eti, hene quam munita iemrc 
Edita doetrina tapientwnt'iempkL serena i 
Despieere unde queat aHot, patsknque videre 
Errare^ atque viatn pdUuMt qtuerere vUm, 
Certare ingenio^ contendere nobilitaU, 
Nocteit atque diet nUi pratUmU tabare 
Ad tttmmctt emergere opet, rerumque jpoliH. 

Lucurr. 

'AT the village of Al'ODche, in the province of 
Estremadura (says an o]d Spanish author) live^ 
Gionxales de Castro, who, from the age of twelve to 
fifty-two, was deaf, dumb, and blind. His cheerfiil 
aubmiflsion to so deplorable a misfortune, and the 
misfortune itself, so endeared him to the village, that 
to worship the holy Virgin, and to love and serve 
Gonxales, were considered as duties of the same im-. 
portaoce; and to neglect the latter was to offend the 

* It happened one day, as he was sitting at his 
door, and offering up his mental prayers to St. Jago, 
that he found himself, on a suaden, restored to aU 
the privileges he had lost. The news ran quickly 
through the village, and old and young, rich and 

vol.. I. B 
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poor, the busy and tlie'ial&, thronged round him with 
congratulations.'. *•;. '. * 

' But as if. the blessings of this life were only 

given us .for. alOHictions, he began in a few weeks to 

lose th&^ r&'Ksli of his enjoyments, and to repine at 

the pbi^sslon of those faculties, which served only 

^ to'^iscover to him the follies and disorders of his 

^•% "neighbours, and to teach him that the intent of 

•v ';''«J>eech was too often to deceive. 

'•:*•/ < Though the inhabitants of Aronche were as 
honest as other villagers, yet Gonzales, who had 
formed his ideas of men and things from their na- 
tures and uses, grew offended at their manners. He 

V saw the avarice of age, the prodigality of youth, the 

quarrels of brothers, the treachery of friends, the 
miuds of lovers, the insolence of the rich, the knavery 
of the poor,, and the depravity of all. These, as he 
saw and heard, he spoke of with complaint ; and en- 
deavoured by the gentlest admonitions to excite men 
to goodness.' — 

From this place the story is torn out to the last 
paragraph ; which says, ' That he lived to a com- 
fortless old age, despised and hated by his neigh- 
bours for pretending to be wiser and better than 
themselves; and that he breathed out his soul in 
these memorable words, that He who would enjoy 
many friends, and live happy in the world, should be 
deafy dumb, and blind to the follies and vices of it,* 

ti candour, humility, and an earnest desire of in- 
struction and amendment, were not the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of the present times, this simple 
story had silenced me as an author. But when 
every day's experience shows me, that our youag 
gentlemen of fashion are lamenting at every tavern 
the frailties of their natures, and confessing to one 
another whose daughters they have ruined, and whose 
wives they have corrupted ; not by way of boasting. 
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as some have ignorantly imagined^ but to be re- 
proved and amended by their penitential companions; 
when I observe too^ from an almost-blamable degree 
of modesty^ they accuse themselves of more vices 
than they have constitutions to commit; I am le4 by 
a kind of impulse to this work; which is intended to 
be a public repository for the real frailties of these 
young gentlemen^ in order to relieve them from the 
necessity of such private confessions. 

The present times are no less favourable to me 
in another very material circumstance. It was the 
opinion of our ancestors^ that there are few things 
more difficult, or that required greater skill and ad- 
dress^ than the speaking properly of one's self. But 
if by speaking properly be meant speaking success- 
fully^ the art is now as well known among us as that 
of printing or of making gunpowder. 

Whoever is acquainted with the writings of those 
eminent practitioners in physic^ who make their 
appearance either in hand-bills, or in the weekly or 
daily papers^ will see clearly that there is a certain 
and invariable method of speaking of one's self to 
every body's satisfaction. I shall therefore intro- 
duce my own importance to the public, as near as I 
can, in the ^manner and words of those gentlemen; 
not doubting of the same credit, and the same ad- 
vantages. 

ADVEETISEMENT. 

To be spoke with evert/ Thursday at Tully's head 
in Pall-mall, Adam FitsS-Adam; who after forty 
years travel through all the parts of the known and 
unknown world; after having investigated all sciences, 
acquired all languages, and entered into the deepest 
recesses of nature and the passions, is, at last, for the 
emolument and glory of his native country, returned 
to England; tohere he undertakes to cure all the diseases 
of the human mind. Be cures lyings cheating, swear-^ 
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(«"•, drinking, gaming, avarice, and ambition in the 
T/irn I and envy, tlatider, coquetry, prudery, vanity , 
wantonnets, and incomtaney in the women. He vn- 
derlahes, by a safe, pleatttttt, amd upeedii method, to 
get hatbondi/or yomig maiiiii, and good-humour for 
old one*. He iattruftn wives, after the easiest and 
nevett fathion, in the art of pleating, and viidows in 
the art of inouming. He givet common sense to 
phUmophen, candour to disputant*, modeity to criltce, 
decency to men ofJhsAioa, and fhtgalily to trade*' 
men. For farther particular* inquire at ike place 
above-mentioned, or of any /ifthehing* and princes in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, or America. 

N. B. The doctor performs his operation* by leni- 
tives and alterativess never nppli/ing corrosives, iut 
when inveterate ill halilts have rendered gentler me- 
thods ineffectval. 

HciviD^ thua satisfied tho pulilic of my amazing 
abilities, and liaving, do ddtilit, raised its curiosity 
to an extraordinary Ijeiglit, I sliall descend, all at 
once, from my doctorial dignity, to addrcsa niysclf to 
my readers as the authpr of a weekly paper uf amuse- 
meut, called The World. 

My design Jo this paper is, to ridicule, with noreUy 
and good-numaur, tjic fashions, dailies, vices, and 
absurdities of that part of the liuman spedes which 
calls itself the world, and to trace it througli all 
its business, pleasures, and amusements. But though 
my subjects wUi chiefly confine me to the tnwo, I 
do nut meat) never to make excursions into the 
country; on the contrary, when the profits of these 
lucubrations have enabled me to set up a one-horse 
chair, I shall take frequent occasions of inviting my 
reader to a neat in it, and of driving htm to scenes of 

Cair, tranquillity, and inuoconce, Ironi suioke, 
y, and intrigue. 
There are only two subjects which, us matters 



stand at present, I sliall absiilutely ili^^laiiii biuuh- 
itig upon ; and these are religion and politics. Tlie 
former of tliem aeems to be so universally practised, 
and the latter so generally understood, tliat to en~ 
fbrce the one, or to explain the other, would be tu 
offend the whole body of my readers. Tii say truth, 
I have serious reasons for avoiding the first of these 
subjects. A weak advocate may ruin a good cause. 
And if religion can be defended by no better argu- 
ments than some I have lately seen in the public 
papers and magazines, the wisest way is to say 
nothing about it. In relation to politics, I sball only 
observe, that the minister is not yet so thoroughly 
aciiuainted witb my abilities as to trust me with his 
secrets. The moment he throws aside his reserve, I 
shall throw aside miue, and make the public as wise 

My readers will, I hope, excuse me, if hereafter 
they should find me very fearing of mottos to these 
essays. I know rery weU that a little Latin or 
Greek, to those who understand no language but 
English, is both satisfactory and entertaining. It 
gives an air of dignity to a paper, and is a. convincing 
proof that the author is a person of profound learn- 
ing and erudition. But in the opinion of those who 
are in the secret of such mottos, the custom is, as 
Shalcspeare says, more honoured in the breach than 
the observance ; a motto being generally chosen after 
the essay is written, and haraly ever having ajfiuity 
te it through two pages together. But the truth is, 

■ I have a stronger reason for declining this custom ; 

b it is, that the follies I intend frequenUy to treat of, 
and the characters I shall from time to time exhibit 
to my readers, will be such as the Greeks and Ro- 
mans were entirely unacquainted with. 

It may perhaps be expected, before I dismiss this 
paper, that I should take a little notice of my ingc- 
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nious brother authors^ who are obliging the public 
with their daily and periodical labours. With all 
thefle gentlemen I desire to lire in peace^ friendship^ 
and good neighbourhood ; or if any one of them shall 
think proper to declare war against me unprovoked, 
I hope he will not insist upon my taking £u'ther 
notice of him, than only to say, as the old Serjeant 
did to his ensign who was b^uting Yam, I beseech 
pour honour not to hurt younelf, 

ADYEETISEMENT TO THE WITS. 

Whereas it is ejtpected that the title of this paper 
will occasion certain quips, cranks, and conceits at 
the Bedford and other cc^ee- houses in this town: this 
is therefore to give notice, that the words, this is a sad 
world, a vain worlds a dull world, a wretched world, 
a tri/ling world, an ignorant world, a damned world; 
or that I hate the worlds am weary of the world, sich 
of the world, or phrases to the same effect, applied to 
this paper, shall be voted, by all that hear them, to be 
without x/oit, humour^ or pleasantry, and be treated 
accordingly. 
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It is an observation of Lord Bacon, « That the 
fame of Cicero, Seneca, and the younger Pliny, had 
scarce lasted to this day, or at least not so fresh, if 
it had not been joined with some vanity and boast- 
ing in themselves : for boasting (continues that great 
\vriter) seems to be like varnish, that not only makes 
wood shine, but last/ 

How greatly are the moderns obliged to Lord 
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Bacon for giring anotber reason for the auccesg Af^' | 
tbe ajicientg, than superiority of merit ! These gt 
tlemea hare takea care, it seems, to lay on un 
Tarnish eo extremely thick, that common wood I: 
been mistaken for ebony, and ebony for enamel. 

Bat if the ancients owe alt their reputation to ^ 
their skill in varnishing, aa no doubt they do, it a^'l 
pears very wonderful, that while the art remains, itT 
shoiJd be so totally neglected by modem autbore; 1 
especially when they experience every day, that tor' 
want of this covering, the critics, in the shape of 
worms, have eat into their wood, and crumbled it to 

But to treat this matter plainly, and without a 
figure; it is most certainly owing to the bashfulness 
of the moderns that their works are not held in 
higher estimation than those of the ancients. And 
this, I think, will be as apparent as any other truth, 
if we consider for a moment the nature and office of 
the people called critics. It is the nature of these 
people to be esce«lingly dull ; and it is their office 
to pronounce decisive^ upon the merit and demerit 
of all works whatsoever. Thus, choosing themselves 
into the said office, and happening to set out with- 
out taste, talents, or judgment, they have no way of 
guesung at the excellency of an author, but from 
what tlie said author has been graciously pleased to 
say of it himself: and as most of the moderns are 
afraid of communicating to the public all that passes 
in their hearts on that subject, the critics, mistaking 
their reserve for a confession of weakness, have pro- 
nounced sentence upon their wurks, that they are 
good for nothing. Nor is it matter of wonder that 
they proceed in this method: for by what rule of 
reason should a man expect the good word of another 
who lias nothing to say in favour of himself.' 

To avoid therefore the censure of the critics, and 
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to engage their approbation^ I take this early oppor- 
tunity of assuring them that I have the pleasure of 
standing extremely high in my own opinion ; and if 
I do not think proper to say with Horace, 

Suhlimi fcriam sidera vertlce, 

or with Ovid, 

Jamque opus incepi, quod ncc Jovis ira^ nee igties, 
Nee poterit ferrum^ nee edax aholere vetustas, 

it is because I choose to temper vanity with hu- 
mility ; having sometimes found that a man may be 
too arrogant, as well as too humble ; though it must 
always be acknowledged that in affairs of enter])rise, 
which require strength, genius, or activity, assurance 
will succeed where modesty will fail. 

To set forth the utility of blending these two vir- 
tues, and to exemplify in a particular instance the 
superiority of assurance, as I began my first paper 
with a tale, I shall end this with a fable. 

Modesty, the daughter of Knowledge, and As- 
surance, the offspring of Ignorance, met accidentally 
upon the road ; and as both had a long M^ay to go, 
and had experienced, from former hardships, that 
they were alike unqualified to pursue their journey 
alone, they agreed, notwithstanding the opposition 
in their natures, to lay aside all animosities, and, for 
their mutual advantage, to travel together. It was 
in a country where there were no inns for entertain- 
ment, so that to their own address, and to the hospi- 
tality of the inhabitants, they were continually to be 
obliged for provision and lodging. 

Assurance had never failed getting admittance 
to the houses of the great; but it had frequently 
been her misfortune to be turned out of doors, at a 
tim^when she was promising herself an elegant en- 
tertainment, or a bed of down to rest upon. Mo- 
desty had been excluded from all such houses. 
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and compel!e<l to take shelter in the cottages of the 
poor; where, thouffh she had leave to continue as 
long as she pleased, a truss of straw had been her 
usual bed, and roots or the coarsest provision her 
constant repast. But as both, by this accidental 
meeting, were become friends and fellow travellers, 
they entertained hopes of assisting each other, and 
of shortening the way by dividing the cares of it. 

.Assurance, who was dressed lightly in a summer 
silk and short petticoats, and who had something 
commanding in her voice and presence, found the 
same easy access as before to the castles and palaces 
upon the way; while Modesty, who followed her 
in a russet gown> speaking low, and casting her eyes 
upon the ground, was as usual pushed back by the 
porter at the gate, till introduced by her compa- 
nion; whose fashi<mable aj^iearance and familiar 
address got admission for both. . 

And now, by the endeavours of each to support 
the other, their difficulties vanished, and they saw 
themselves the favourites of all companies, and the 
parties of their pleasures, festivals, and amusements. 
The sallies of Assurance were continually checked 
by the delicacy of Modesty, and the blushes of 
Modesty were frequently relieved by the vivacity 
of Assurance; who, though she was sometimes 
detected at her old pranks, which always put her 
companion out of countenance, was yet so awed by 
her presence, as to stop short of offence. 

Thus in the company of Modesty, Assurance 
gained that reception and esteem which she had 
vainly hoped for in her absence; while Modesty, 
by means of her new acquaintance, kept the best 
company, feasted upon delicacies, and ^ept in the 
chambers of state. Assurance, indeed, had in 
one particular the ascendancy over her companion ; 
for if any one asked Modesty whose daughter she 
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was^ she blushed^ and made do answer ; while As- 
surance took the advantage of her silence^ and 
imposed herself upon the world as the offspring of 
Knowledge. 

In this manner did the travellers pursue their 
journey; Assurance taking the lead through the 
great to>vns and cities^ and apologising for the rus- 
ticity of her companion; while Modesty went fore- 
most through the villages and hamlets^ and excused 
the odd behaviour of Assurance, by presenting her 
as a courtier. 

It happened one day, after having measured a 
tedious length of road, that they came to a narrow 
river, which by a hasty swell had. washed away the 
bridge that was built over it. As they stood upon 
the bank, casting their eyes upon the opposite shore, 
they saw at a little distance a magnincent castle, 
^ncf a crowd of people inviting them to come over. 
Assurance, who stopt at nothing, throwing aside 
the covering from her limbs, plunged almost naked 
into the stream, and swam safely to the other side. 
Modesty, offended at the indecency of her com- 
panion, and diffident of her own strength, would 
nave declined the danger ; but being urged by As- 
surance, and derided for her cowardice by the 
people on the other side, she unfortunately ventured 
beyond her depth, and, oppressed by her fears^ as well 
as entangled by her clothes, which were bound 
tightly about her, immediately disappeared, and was 
driven by the current none knows, whither. It is 
said, indeed, that she was afterwards taken up alive 
by a fisherman upon the English coast, and that 
shortly she will he brought to the metropolis, and 
shown to the curious of both sexes M'ith the sur- 
prising Oronuto Savage, and the wonderful Pan- 
ther-Mare. 

Assurance, not in the least daunted, pursued 
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her journey alone; and thougli not altogether as 
successfully as with her companion^ yet having 
learnt in particular companies^ and upon particular, 
occasions^ to assume the air and manner of Mo- 
desty^ she was received kindly at every house; 
and at last arriving at the end of her travels, she 
became a very great lady, and rose to be first maid 
of honour to the queen of the country. 
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TO MR. FITZ- ADAM- 
SIR, 

If I had inclination and ability to do the cruelest 
thing upon earth to the man I hated, I would lay 
him under the necessity of borrowing money of a 
friend. 

You are to know, sir, that I am curate of a parish 
within ten miles of town, at forty pounds per an- 
num ; that I am five-and-thirty years old, and that 
I have a wife and two children. My father, who. 
was a clergyman of some note in the country, un- 
fortunately died soon after I came from college, and 
left me master of seventeen hundred pounds. With 
this sum, which I thought a very great one, I came 
up to town, took lodgings in Leicester-Fields, put 
a narrow lace upon my frock, learnt to dance of De- 
noyer, bought my shoes of Tull, my sword of Becket, 
my hat of Wagner, and my snuff-box of Deard. In 
short, I entered into the spirit of taste, and was 
looked upon as a fashionable young fellow. I do 
not mean that I was really so, according to the 
town-acceptation of the term ; for I had as great an 
aversion to infidelity, libertinism, gaming, and drunk- 
enness, as the most unfashionable man alive. a\11 
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that toy euemieB, or, u'liat is innrc, all tliat in* 
friends can fuy agaiast me, is, that Jii my dresit 1 
rather imitatca the cuscomb than the stovcn ; that I 
preferred good company tureadiug the fathers; that 
I liked a. dinner at the'taverD better tlian one at a 
jirirate house ; that I was oftener at tlie play than at 
ereiiing pra}rer8 ; that I usuiJly went from the play 
to the tavern agaia; and that id five years time I 
^nt every shilling of my Inrtune. They may aim 
add, if they please, as the climax of my tollies, that 
wheu I was worth nothing myself, I married the 
most amiable woman in the world, without a penny 
to her fortune, only because we loved eatli other to 
distraction, and were miserable asunder. 

To the whole of this charg;e I plead guilty ; and 
have most heartily repented of every article of it 
exrapt the last : 1 am, indeed, a little apprehensive 
that my wife is my predominant passion, and that 1 
shall carry it with me to the grave. 

I had contracted an intimacy at college with a 
young fellow, whose taste, age and inclinations were 
exactly suited to my own. Nor did this intimacv 
end with our studies; we renewed it in town; anA 
as our fortunes were pretty eejnal, and both of us 
our own masters, we lodged m the same house, 
dressed in the same manner, fallowed the same di- 
versions, spent all we had, and were ruined together. 
My friend, whose genius was more enterprising than 
mme, steered his course to the West Indies, while 1 
entered into holy orders at home, anil was ordained 
to the curacy above-mentioned, 

At the end of two years I married, as I told vou 
before ; and being a wit as well as a parson, I maoe a 
shift by pamphlets, poems, sermons, and surplice fees, 
to bcrease my income to about a hundred a year. 

I think I shall pay a compliment to my wife's 
economy, wheu I assure you, that notwithstanding 
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the Darruwnesa of our fortune, we did not run out 
above ten ptiunds a year : for if it be consiilereil tliat 
n'e Iitwi both been u^ to company and good liring; 
tliat tlie largest part of our inutmc was precarious,. 
and consequently if we stan'ed oUTEelres »e were not I 
sure of laying up ; that as an author I was vain, and' 
as a parson ambitious ; always imagining that my | 
wit would introduce me to tne minister, or my or-- J 
thodo:;y to the bisliop; and exclusive of these cir- 
cumstances, if it be also considered that wc i 
generous in our natures, and charitable to the IMor, i 
it will be rather a wonder that we spent so little. 

It is now five years and a quarter since our ma 
riage ; in all which time I have been running in debt 1 
without a possibility of helping it. Last Christmas T 
I took a survey of my circuniatanceB, and had the I 
mortification to find that I was fifty-one pounds fif- 1 
teen shillings worse than nothing. The uneasiuesv- 1 
1 felt upon this discovery determined me to sit down.X 
and write a tragedy. I soon found a fcble to my 1 
mind, and was making a considerable progress in J 
the work, when I received intelligence that my old>l 
friend and companion was just returned frolo Jar- < 
maica, where he had married a planter's widow <tf J 
immense fortune, buried her, and farmed out the | 
estate she had left him for two thousand pounds S'l 
year upon the exchange of London. 1 

I rejoiced heartily at this news, and took the first i 
opportunity of papng my congratulations upon bv' 1 
happy an occasion. As I was dressed for this visit' I 
in very dean canonicals, my friend, who possibly' J 
had connected the idea of a good living with a good 1 
iMUisock, received me with tne utmost complatsanccr' 1 
and good-humour; and after having testified his joy^ j 
at seeing me, desired to be informed of my fortune f 
and preferment. I gave him a particular account -1 
of all that had hap{)ened to me since our separatioa;' 
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and concluded with a very blunt request, that he 
would lend me fifty guineas to pay my debts with, 
and to make me the happiest curate within the bills 
of mortality. 

As there was something curious in my friend's 
answer to this request, I shall give it to you word 
for word, as near as I can remember it; marking 
the whole speech in italics, that my own interrup- 
tions may not be mistaken. 

Fifty guineas ! And ho you have run yourself in debi 
fifty-two pounds ten shillings ! Within a very trifle, sir. 
j^y, ay, I mean so. Fifty guineas is the sum you want ; 
and perhaps you would think it hard if I refused lend' 
ing it I should indeed. / knew you would. Let 
me see (going to the escritoir) . Can you change me 
a hundred pound note 9 Who, I, sir ? You surprise me. 
Here John ! (enters John J get change for a hundred 
pound note : I want to lend this gentleman some money 
— Or — no, no; I shan't want you (Exit John). / 
believe I have forty guineas in my pocket. You may 
get the other ten somewhere else. One, two, three- 
Ay, there are just forty guineas. And pray, sir, when 
do you intend to pay me ? I had rather be excused, 
sir, from taking any ; I did not expect to be so mor- 
tified. Extravagance, sir, is the sure road to mortis 
^cation. I must deal plainly with you. He that lends 
his money has a right to deal plainly. You began the 
world with about two thousana pounds in your pocket. 
Seventeen hundred, sir. And these seventeen hundred 
pounds, I think, lasted you about five years. True, 
sir. Five times three are fifteen. Ay, you lived at the 
rate of about three hundred and fifty pounds a year. 
After this, as you tell me yourself, you turned curate ; 
and because forty pounds a year was an immense sum, 
you very prudently fell in love and married a beggar. 
Do you think, sir, that if I had intended to marry a 
beggar, I should have spent my fortune as I did ? No, 
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sir; I married a woman of fortune, -great fortune; 
and 80 might you — What hindered you ? But I say «o- 
thing against your wife, J hope you are both heartily 
sorry that you ever saw one another s faces. Are your 
children hoys or girls? Girls, sir. And I suppose I 
am to portion them ? But J must tell you once for all, 
sir, that this is the last sum you must expect from me. 
I have proportioned my expenses to my estate^ and will 
not be made uneasy by the extravagance of any man 
living. I have two thousand a year^ and I spend two 
thousand. If you have but forty, I see no occasion 
for your spending more than forty, I have a sincere 
regard for you, and I think my actions have proved it; 
but a gentleman, who knows you very well, told me 
yesterday, that you were an expensive, thoughtless, 
extravagant young fellow, 

, I know not to what length my friend would hare 
extended his harangue; but as I had already- heard 
enough^ I laid the forty guineas upon the table^ and, 
like Lady Townly in the play, taking a great gulp, 
and swallowing a wrong word or two, left the room 
without speakings a syllable. 

I have now laid aside my tragedy, and am writing 
a comedy, called. The Friend. I do not know that 
I have wit enough for such a performance ; but if 
it be damned, it is no more than the author (though 
a parson) will consent to be, if ever he makes a se- 
cond attempt to borrow money of a friend. 

Your taking proper notice of this letter will 
oblige 

Your humble servant and admirer, 

T. H. 

To gratify my correspondent, I have published 
his letter in the manner I received it. But I must 
entreat the next time I have the favour of hearing 
from him, that he will contrive to be a little more 
new in his subject ; far I am fully persuaded, that 
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ninety-nine out of every" hundred, as well clergy as 
laity, who hare borrowed money of their Mends^ 
have been treated exactly in the same manner. 
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To the entertainment of my fair readers, and to 
recommend to them an old-fashioned virtue, called 
prudence, I shall devote this and a following paper* 
If the story I am going to tell them ibould detenre 
their approbation, they are to thank the husband 
and wife from whom I had it; and who are de- 
sirous, this day, of being the readers of their own 
adventures. 

An eminent merchant in the city, whose reft 
name I shall conceal under that of Wilson^ w«8 
married to a lady of considerable fortune and more 
merit. They lived happily together for some vears, 
with nothing to disturb tnem but the want of chil- 
dren. The husband, who saw himself richer every- 
day, grew impatient for an heir ; and as time rather 
knened than increased the hopes of one, he became 
by degrees indiif^^rent, and at tut averse to his wife, 
lliis change in his affection was the heaviest alQiic- 
tion to her ; yet so gentle was her disposition, that 
she reproached him only with her tears ; and seldom 
with tnose, bat when upbraidiogs and ill-usage made 
her unihlr to restrain them. 

It 18 a maxim with some married philosophers, 
that the tears of a wife are apt to wash away pity 
from the heart of a husband. Mr. Wilson will par- 
don lae tf I rank him, at that time, amcmg these 
jphAatopherB* He had lately hired a lodging in the 
tUmaHarf, at a small distance from town, wlu ther he 
iMPiiiy retired in the evening, to avcnd (as he called 
it) the persecutions of his wife. 
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Id this cruel separation, and without co!n|)laint, 
slie passed ctway a twelTemonth ; seliluni seeing iiiiii 
but when business required liis attendance at home, 
and never steeping with him. At the end of which 
time, however, his belmtiour, in appearance, grew 
kinder; he saw her oft«ner, and began to speak to 
her with tenderness and compassion. 

One morning, after he had taken an ohliging leave 
of her, to pass the day at his country lodging, she 
paid a visit to a friend at the other end of the town ; 
and stopping in her way home at a thread-shop in a 
by-street near St. James's, she saw Mr. Wilson cross- 
ing the way, and afterwards knocldng at the door of 
a genteel house over against her, which was opened 
by a servant in livery, and immediately shut, with- 
out a word being spoken. As the manner nf his en- 
trance, and her oot knowing he had an acquaintance 
in that street, a little alai'med her, she inquired of 
the sliop-womon if she knew the gentleman who 
lived in the opposite house. ' You have just seen 
him go in, madam,' replied the woman. ' His name 
is Roberts, and a mighty good gentleman, they say, 

he is. His lady '■ At those words Mrs. Wilson 

changed colour, and interrupting her ' His lady, 

madam I 1 thought that Will you give me a 

glass of water f This walk has so tired me Pray 

give me a glass of water 1 am auite faint with 

fatigue.' The good woman of the aliop ran herself 
for the water, and by the additional help of some 
hartshorn that n&a at hand, Mrd. Wilson became, in 
appearance, tolerably composed. She then looked 
over the threads she wanted, and having desired a 
coach might be sent for, ' I believe,' said she, ' you 
were quite frightened to see me look so pale; hut 1 
had walked a great way, and should certainly have 
feinted if I had not stepped into your shop. — But 
you were taJkiiig of the goatlcinan over the way — 1 



18 THE WORLD. 4. 

fancied I knew him; but his name is Roberts^ you 
say. Is he a married man^ pray ?' * The happiest 
in the worlds madam (returned the thread-woman) ; 
he is wonderfully fond of children, and to his great 
joy his lady is now lying-in of her first child, which 
18 to be christened this evening ; and as fine a boy, 
thev say it is, as ever was seen/ At this moment, 
ancf as good fortune would have it, for the saving a 
second dose of hartshorn, the coach that was sent for 
came to the door: into which Mrs. Wilson immediately 
stent, after hesitating an apology for the trouble she 
haa given ; and in which coach we shall leave her to 
return home, in an agony of grief which herself has 
told me she was never able to describe. 

The readers of this little history have been in- 
formed that Mr. Wilson had a country lodging, to 
which he was supposed to retire almost every even- 
ing since his disagreement with his wife ; but in fact, 
it was to his house near St. James's that he constantly 
went. He had indeed hired the lodgings above- 
mentioned, but from another motive than merely to 
shun his wife. The occasion was this : 

As he was sauntering one day through the Bird- 
cage Walk in the Park, he saw a young woman sitting 
alone upon one of the benches, who, though plainly, 
was neatly dressed, and whose air and manner di- 
stinguished her from the lower class of women. He 
drew nearer to her without being perceived, and saw 
in her countenance, which innocence and beauty 
adorned, the most composed melancholy that can be 
imagined. He stood looking at her for some time : 
which she at last perceiving, started from her seat in 
some confusion, and endeavoured to avoid him. The^ 
foar of losing her gave him courage to speak to her. 
He begged pardon for disturbing her, and excused 
his curiosity by her extreme beauty, and the melan« 
choly that was mixed with it. 
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It is observed by a very wise author, whose name 
and book I forget, that a woman's heart is never so 
brim-full of affliction, but a little flattery will insinuate 
itself into a comer of it ;' and as Wilson was a hand- 
some fellow, with an easy address, the lady was soon 
persuaded to replace herself upon the bench, and to 
admit him at her side. Wilson, who was really heart- 
struck, made her a thousand protestations of esteem 
and friendship ; conjuring her to tell him if his for- 
tune or services could contribute to her happiness^ 
and vowing never to leave her, till she made him ac- 
quainted with the cause of her concern. 

Here a short pause ensued ; and after a deep sigh 
and a stream of tears, the lady began thus : 

^ If, sir, you are the gentleman your appearancer 
speaks you to be, I shall thank Heaven that I have 
found you. I am the unfortunate widow of an officer 
who waa killed at Dettingen. As he was only a lieu- 
tenant, and his commission all his fortune, I married 
him against a mother's consent, for which she has 
disclaimed me. How I loved him^ or he me, as he is 
gone for ever from me, I shall forbear to mention, 
though I am unable to forget. At my return to 
England (for I was the constant follower of his for- 
times) I obtained, with some difficulty, the allowance 
of a subaltern's widow, and took lodgings at Chelsea. 

' In this retirement I wrote to my mother, ac- 
quainting her with my loss and poverty, and desiring 
her forgiveness for my disobedience; but the cruel 
answer I received from her determined me, at all 
events, not to trouble her again. 

' I lived upon this slender allowance with all ima- 
ginable thrift, till an old officer, a friend of my hus- 
band, discovered, me at church, and made me a visit. 
To this gentleman's bounty I have long been in- 
debted for an annuity of twenty pounds, in quarterly 
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payments. As he was punctual in these pa3anents^ 
which M^ere always made me the morning they became 
due, and yesteraay being quarter-day, I wondered I 
neither saw him nor heard from him. Early this 
morning I walked from Chelsea to inquire for him at 
his lodgings in Pall-mall ; but how shall I tell you, 
sir, the news I learnt there ? — This friend I this ge- , 
nerous and disinterested friend ! was killed yesterday 
in a duel in Hyde-park.' She stopped here to gire 
vent to a torrent of tears, and then proceeded. ' I 
was so stunned at this intelligence that I knew not 
whither to go. Chance more than choice brought 
me to this place ; where, if I have found a benefactor 
— and indeed, sir, I have need of one — I shall call it 
the happiest accident of my life.' 

The widow ended her story, which was literally 
true, in so engaging and interesting a manner, that 
Wilson was gone an age in love in a few minutes. 
He thanked her for the confidence she had placed in 
him, and swore never to desert her. He then re- 
quested the honour of attending her home, to which 
she readily consented, walking with him to Bucking- 
ham-gate, where a coach was called, which conveyed 
them to Chelsea. Wilson dined with her that day, 
and took lodgings in the same house, calling himself 
Roberts, and a single man. These were the lodgings 
I have mentioned before ; where, by unbounded ge- 
nerosity and constant assiduities, he triumphed in a 
few weeks over the honour of this fair widow. 

I shall stop a moment here, to caution those vir- 
tuous widows who are my readers against too hasty 
a disbelief of this event. If they please to consider 
the situation of this lady, with poverty to alarm, 
gratitude to incite, and a handsome fellow to inflame, 
they will allow that in a world near six thousand 
years old, one such instance of frailty, even in a young 
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and beautiful widow^ may possibly have happenedA 
But to go .on with my story. • ' 

The effects of this intimacy were soon visible in 
ike lady's shape ; a circumstance that greatly added 
to the happiness of Wilson. He determined to re- 
move her to town ; and accordingly took the house 
near St. James's^ where Mrs. Wilson had seen him 
enter, and where his mistress^ who passed in the 
neiglibourhood for his wife^ at that time lay-in. 
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Conclusion of the Story (?/* Mrs. Wilson. 

I RETURN now to Mrs. Wilson, whom we left in a 
hackney-coach, going to her own house, in all the 
misery of despair and jealousy. It was happy for her 
that her constitution was good, and her resolution 
equal to it; for she has often told me that she passed 
the night of that day in a condition little better than 
madness. 

In the morning her husband returned ; and as his 
heart was happy, and without suspicions of a dis- 
covery, he was more than usually complaisant to her. 
She received his civilities with her accustomed cheer- 
fulness ; and finding that business would detain him 
in the city for some hours, she determined, whatever 
distress it might occasion her, to pay an immediate 
visit to his mistress, and to wait there till she saw 
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him. For this purpose she ordered a coach to be 
called^ and in her handsomest undress^ and with the 
most composed countenance^ she drove directly to the 
house. She inquired at the door if Mr. Roberts was 
within ; and being answered bo^ but that he dined at 
home^ she asked after his lady^ and if she was well 
enough to see company ; adding^ that as she came a 
great way, and had business with Mr. Roberts, she 
should be glad to wait for him in his lady's apartment. 
The servant ran immediately up stairs, and as quickly 
returned with a message from his mistress, that she 
would be glad to see her. 

Mrs. Wilson confesses that at this moment, not- 
withstanding the resolution she had taken, her spirits 
totally forsook her, and that she followed the servant 
with her knees knocking together^ and a face paler 
than death. She entered the room where the lady 
was sitting, without remembering on what errand 
she came ; but the sight of so much beauty, and the 
elegance that adorned it, brought every thing to her 
thoughts, and left her with no other power than to 
fling herself into a chair, from which she instantly 
fell to the ground in a fainting fit. 

The whole house was alarmed upon this occasion, 
and every one busied in assisting the stranger ; but 
most of all the mistress, who was indeed of a humane 
disposition, and who, perhaps, had other thoughts to 
disturb her than the mere feelings of humanity. In 
a few minutes, however, and with the proper appli-. 
cations, Mrs. Wilson began to recover. She looked 
round her with amazement at first, not recollecting 
where she was ; but seeing herself supported by her 
rival, to whose care she was so much obliged, and 
who, in the tenderest distress, was inquiring how she 
did, she felt herself relapsing into a second fit. It 
was now that she exerted all the courage she was 
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mistrese of, vliich, together with a Hood of tears that 
came to her relief, enabled ber (when the servants 
were withdrawii) to begin as follows: 

' I am indeed, madam, ao unfortunate woman, and 
subject to these Jits ; but will never again be the oc- 
casion of trouble in this house. You are a lovely 
woman, and deserve to be bappy in the best of hus- 
bands. I have a husband too; but bis affections are 
gone from me. He is not unknown to Mr. Roberts, 
though unfortunately I aiu. It waa for his advice 
and assistance that I made this visit; and not finding 
him at liome, I begged admittance to bis lady, whom 
I longed to see and to converse witli.' 'Me, madam!" 
tmswered Mrs. Roberts, with some emotion ; ' had you 
heard any thing of me ?' ' That you were such as I 
have found you, madam,' replied the stranger, ' and 
had made Mr. Itoberts happy in a fine boy. May I 
see him, madau] c* I shall love bim for his father's 
Rake.' ' His father, madam !' returned the mistress 
of the houite; 'his lather, did you say? I am mis- 
taken, then ; I tliought you bad been a stranger to 
him.' ' To his person, I own,' said Mrs. Wilson, ' hut 
not to bis cbaritcter; and therefore I shall he fond of 
the little creature. If it is not too much trouble, 
madam, I beg to be obliged/ 

The importunity of this request, the fainting at 
first, and the settled concern of this unknown visitor, 
gave Mrg. Roberts the most alarming fears. She had, 
however, the presence of mind to go herself for the 
child, and to watch without witnesses the behanour 
of the stranger. Mrs. WOaon took it in her arms, 
and bursting into tears, said, ' 'Tia a sweet boy, ma- 
dam ; would I had such a boy ! Had he been mine, 
I had been happy !' With these words, and in an 
agony of grief and tenderness, which she endeavoured 
to restrain, she kisseil the child, and returned it to 
its mother. 



J 
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It was happy for that lady that she had an excuse 
to leave the room. She had seen and heard what 
made her slmdder for herself; and it was not till* 
some minutes^ after having delivered the infant to 
its nurse^ that she had resolution enough to return. 
They both seated themselves again^ and a melancholy 
silence followed for some time. At last Mrs. Roberts 
began thus : 

* You are unhappy, madam, that you have no 
child ; I pray Heaven that mine be not a grief to 
me. But I conjure you, by the goodness that ap- 
pears in you, to acquaint me with your story. Per- 
haps it concerns me ; I have a prophetic heart that 
tells me it does. But whatever I may suffer, or 
whether I live or die, I will be just to you.' 

Mrs. Wilson was so affected with this generosity, 
that she possibly had discovered herself, if a loud 
knocking at the door, and immediately after it the 
entrance of her husband into the room, had not pre- 
vented her. He was moving towards his mistress 
with the utmost cheerfulness, when the sight of her 
visitor fixed him to a spot, and struck him with "an 
astonishment not to be described. The eyes of both 
ladies were at once riveted to his, which so increased 
his confusion, that Mrs. Wilson, in pity to what he 
felt, and to relieve her companion, spoke to him as 
follows ; * I do not wonder, sir, that you are surprised 
at seeing a perfect stranger in your house.; but my 
business is with the master of it; and if you will 
oblige me with a hearing in another room, it will 
add to the civilities which your laSdy has entertained 
me with.* 

Wilson, who expected another kind of greeting 
from his wife, was so revived at her prudence, that 
his powers of motion began to return ; and, quitting 
the room, he conducted her to a parlour below stairs. 
They were no sooner entered into this parlour, than 
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the husband threw himself into a chair^ fixing his 
eyes upon the ground^ while the wife addressed him 
in these words : 

^ How I have discovered your secret^ or how the 
discovery has tormented me^ I need not tell you. 
It is enough for you to know that I am miserable 
for ever. My business with you is short; I have 
only a question to ask^ and to take a final leave of 
you in this world. Tell me truly then^ as you shall 
answer it hereafter^ if you have seduced this lady 
under false appearances^ or have ^en into guilt by 
the temptations of a wanton ?' ^ I Bhall answer you 
presently/ said Wilson ; < but first I have a question 
for you. Am I discovered to her? And does she 
know it is my wife I am now speaking to ?' ' No, 
upon my honour,' she replied ; * her looks were so 
amiable, and her behaviour to me so gentle, that I 
had no heart to distress her. If she has guessed at 
what I am, it was only from the concern she saw me 
in, which I could not hide from her.** * You have 
acted nobly then/ returned Wilson, ^ and have opened 
my eyes at last to see and to admire you- And now, 
if you have patience to hear me, you shall know all.' 

He then told her of his first meeting with this 
lady, and of every circumstance that had happened 
since; concluding with his determinations to leave 
her, and with a thousand promises of fidelity to his 
wife, if she generously consented, after what had 

happened, to receive him as a husband. ^ She 

must consent,' cried Mrs. Roberts, who at that mo- 
ment opened the door, and burst into the room; 
' she must consent. You are her husband, and may 
command it. For me, madam,' continued she, turn- 
ing to Mrs. Wilson, * he shall never see me more. 
I nave injured you through ignorance, but will atone 
for it to the utmost. He is your husband, madam, 

VOL. L D 
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and you must receive him. I have listened to what 
has passed^ and am now here to join my entreaties 
with his, that you may be happy for ever/ 

To relate all that was said upon this occasion 
would be to extend my story to another paper. Wil- 
son was all submission and acknowledgment; the 
wife cried and doubted, and the widow vowed an 
eternal separation. To be as short as possible, the 
harmony of the married couple was fixed from that 
day. The widow was handsomely provided for, and 
her child, at the request of Mrs. Wilson, taken home 
to her own house ; where, at the end of a year, she 
was so happy, after all her distresses, as to present 
him with a sister, with whom he is to divide his 
father's fortune. His mother retired into the country, 
and, two years after, was married to a gentleman of 
great worth ; to whom, on his first proposals to her, 
she related every circumstance of her story. The boy 
pays her a visit every year, and is now with his sister 
upon one of these visits. Mr. Wilson is perfectly 
happy in his wife, and has sent me, in his own hand, 
this moral to his storv : 

^ That though prudence and generosity may not 
always be sufiUcient to hold the heart of a husoand, 
yet a constant perseverance in them will, one time 
or other, most certainly regain it.* 
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As you have dioseu tlie whole world for your jirnvincej ■• 
one niay reasonably suppose that you will nut neglect 
that epitome of it, the theatre. Most of your pre- 
decessore have bestowed their favourite pains upon 
it : tlie learned and the critics (generally two very 
distinct deRominations of men } have employed niany 
liours and much paper in cnu]]>aring the ancient and 
modci-n stage. I shall not undertake to decide a 
question which seems to me so impossible to be d»* 
tcrmined, as which have moat ment, plays written ia 
a dead language, and which we can only read; or 
such as u'c every day see acted inimitably, in a tongue 
familiar to us, and adapted to our common ideas and 
citstuMs. The only preference that I shall pretend 
to give to the modern stage over Greece and Rome 
relates to the subject of the present letter : I mean' 
the daily progress we make towards nature. This 
will startle any bigot to Euripides, who perhaps will 
immediately demand, whether Juliet's nurse be a more 
natural gossip than Electra's or Medea's. But I did 
not hint at the representation of either persons or 
characters. The improvement of nature, which I 
had in view, alluded to those excellent exhibitions of 
the animate or inanimate part of the creation, which 
are furnished by the worthy philosophers Rich and 
Garriclc ; t)ie latter of whom has refined on his com~ 
petitor; and having perceived that art was become 
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SO perfect that it was necessary to mimic it by nature^ 
he nas happily introduced a cascade of real water. 

'I know there are persons of a systematic turn, who^ 
affirm that the audience are not delighted with this 
beautiful waterfall, from the reality of the element, 
but merely because they are pleased with the novelty 
of any thing that is out of its proper place. Thus 
they tell you that the town is charmed with a genuine 
cascade upon the stage, and was in raptures last year 
with one of tin at Vauxhall. But this is certainly 
prejudice : the world, Mr. Fitz-Adam, though never 
sated with show, is sick of fiction. I foresee the time 
approaching, when delusion will not be suffered in 
any part of the drama: the inimitable serpent in 
Orpheus and Eurydice, and the amorous ostrich in 
the Sorcerer, shall be replaced by real monsters from 
Afric. It is well known that the pantomime of the 
Genii narrowly escaped, being damned, on my Lady 
Maxim's observing very judiciously, that the bricks 
kiln was horridly executed, and did not smell at /ill 
like one. 

Wh^n this entire castigation of improprieties is 
brought about, the age will do justice to one of the 
first reformers of the stage, Mr. Gibber, who* at- 
tempted to introduce a taste for real nature in his 
Caesar in Egypt, and treated the audience with real 
— ^not swans indeed, for that would have been too 
bold an attempt in the dawn of truth, biit very per- 
sonable geese. The inventor, like other original 
geniuses, was treated ill by a barbarous age : yet I 
can venture to affirm, that a stricter adherence to 
reality would have saved even those times from 
being shocked by absui'dities, always incidental to 
fiction. I myself remember, how, much about that 
era, the great Senesino, representing Alexander at 
the siege of Oxydracae, so rar forgot himself in the 
heat of conquest, as to stick hia sword in one of the 
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pastelMmrd atones of tlie wall of the town, and bore 
it in triumph before him aa he entered the breach; 
a puerility so renowned a geneml could never have 
coramitted, if the ramparts had been built, as ia this 
enlightened age they would bci of actual brick and 

Will you forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
if he cannot help recollecting another passage that 
happened in his youtli, and to the same excellent 
performer? He was stepping into Armida's en- 
chanted bark ; but treading short (aa he was more 
attentive to the accompaniment of the orchestra 
than to the breadth of the shore) he fell prostrate, 
and lay for some time in great paiu, witli the edge 
<jf a wave running into liis side. In the present 
state of things, the worst that could have happened 
to him wouhl have been drowning; a fate far more 
becoming Rinaldo, especially iu the sight of a. Bri- 
tish audience 1 

If you will allow me to wander a little from the 
stage, I shall observe that this pursuit of nature is 
not confined to the theatre, hut operates where one 
should least expect to meet it, in our fashions. The 
fair part of the creation are shedding all covering of 
the head, displaying their uuveiled charming treEses, 
and if 1 may say so, are daily moulting the rest of 
their clothes. What lovely fall of shoulders, what 
ivory necks, what snowy breasts in all the pride of 
nature, are continually divested of art and orna- 

Tn gardening, the same love of nature prevails. 
Clipt hedges, avenues, regular platforms, strait 
canals have been for some time very properly ex- 
ploded. There is not a citizGu who does not take 

• e pains to torture his acre and half into irregu- 

■ 'an he liff ' •" ' ' ' ' 

i fi'imyl a 
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of nature^ was the Calvin of this reformation ; but 
like the other champion of truths after having routed 
tinsel and trumpery, with the true zeal of a founder 
of a sect, he pushed his discipline to the deformity of 
holiness ; not content with banishing symmetry and 
regularity, he imitated nature even in her blemishes, 
and planted dead trees and mole-hills, in opposition 
to parterres and quincunxes. 

The last branch of our fashions into which the 
dose observation of nature has been introduced, is 
our desserts ; a subject I have not room now to treat 
at large, but which yet demands a few words, and 
not improperly in this paper, as I see them a little in 
the light of a pantomime. Jellies, biscuits, sugar- 
plums and creams have long given way to harlequins, 
gondoliers,' Turks, Chinese, and shepherdesses of 
Saxon-china. But these, unconnected, and only 
seeming to wander among groves of curled paper 
and silk flowers, were soon discovered to be too in- 
sipid and unmeaning. By degrees whole meadows 
of cattle, of the same brittle materials, spread them- 
selves over the M'hole table ; cottages rose in sugar, 
and temples in barley- sugar ; pigmy Neptunes, in 
cars of cockle-shells, triumphed over oceans of look- 
ing-glass, or seas of silver tissue ; and at length the 
whole system of Ovid's metamorphoses succeeded to 
all the transformations which Chloe and other great 
professors had introduced into the science of hiero- 
glyphic eating. Confectioners found their trade 
moulder away, while toymen and china-shops were 
the only fashionable purveyors of the last stage of 
polite entertainments. Women of the first quality 
came home from Chenevix's laden with dolls and 
babies, not for their children, but their housekeeper. 
At last even these puerile puppet-shows are sinking 
into disuse, and more manly ways of concluding our 
repasts are established. Grigantic figures succeeded 
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to pigmies. And if the present taste contidues^ 
Rysbrack and other neglected statuaries^ who might 
have adorned Grecian saloons though not Grecian 
desserts, may come into vogue. It is known that 
a celebrated confectioner (so the architects of our 
desserts still humbly call themselves) complained, 
that after having prepared a middle dish of gods and 
goddesses, eighteen feet high, his lord would not 
cause the ceiling of his parlour to be demolished to 
facilitate their entree : ' Imagine z-vouSy said he, 'que 
mi lord fCa pas voulu fairs oter le plafond T 

I shall mention but two instances of glorious mag- 
nificence and taste in desserts, in which foreigners 
have surpassed every thing yet performed in this 
sumptuous island. The former was a duke of Wir- 
temberg, who so long ago as the year thirty-four, 
gave a dessert, in which was a representation of 
Mount -^tna, which vomited out real fire- works 
over the heads of the company, during the whole 
entertainment. The other was the intendant of 
Grascony, who on the late birth of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, among other magnificent festivities, treated 
the noblesse of the province with a dinner and a 
dessert, the latter of which concluded with a repre- 
sentation, by wax figures moving by clock-work, of 
the whole labour of the dauphiness, and the happy 
birth of an heir to their monarchy, 

I am, sir. 

Your humble servant, 

Julio. 
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There are certain follies and impertinences, which 
people of good sense and good nature are every day 
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guilty of, and which are only considered by them as 
things of course^ and of too little consequence for 
palliation or apology. 

Whoever is a frequenter of public assemblies^ or 
joins in a party at cards in private families^ will give 
evidence to the truth of this complaint. I am, for 
my own part, a lover of the game of whist, and 
should oftener be seen in those places where it is 
played for trifles, if I was not ofl^ended at the man- 
ners of my friends. How common is it with some 
' people, at the conclusion of every unsuccessful hand 
of cards, to burst forth into sallies of fretful com- 
plaints of their own amazing ill-fortune, and the 
constant and invariable success of their antagonists ! 
They have such excellent memories as to be able to 
recount every game they have lost for six months 
successively, and yet are so extremely forgetful at 
the same time, as not to recollect a single game 
that they have won. Or if you put them in mind 
of any extraordinary success that you have been 
witness to, they acknowledge it with reluctance, 
and assure vou, upon their honours, that in a whole 
twelvemonth's play, they never rose winners but 
that once. 

But if these Growlers (a name which I shall al- 
ways call the men of this class by) would content 
themselves with giving repeated histories of their 
own ill-fortunes, without making invidious remarks 
upon the successes of others, the evil would not be 
so great. Indeed, I am apt to impute it to their 
fears, that they stop short of the grossest affronts: 
for I have seen in their faces such rancour and inve- 
teracy, that nothing but a lively apprehension of 
consequences could have restrained their tongues. 

Happy would it be for the ladies if they had the 
same consequences to apprehend ; for, I am sorry to 
say it, I have met vvilh females — I will not say 
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Growlers : the word is too harsh for them ; let me 
call them Fretters, who, with the prettiest faces, and 
the liveliest wit imaginable, have condescended to be 
the jest and disturbance of the whole company. 

In fashionable life, indeed, where every one is act- 
ing behind the mask of good breeding, and where 
nature is never seen to peep out but upon very ex- 
traordinary occasions, frequent convulsions oi the 
features, flushings succeeded by paleness, twistings 
of the body, fits of the fidgets, and complaints of 
immoderate heat, are the only symptoms ef ill- 
fortune. But if we travel eastward from St. James's, 
and visit the territories of my good lord mayor, we 
shall see nature stript of her masquerade, and hear 
gentlemen and ladies spealdng the language of the 
heart. 

For the entertainment of polite life, and because 
polite life is sometimes a little in want of entertain- 
ment, I shall set down a conversation that passed a 
few nights ago, at an assemble in Thames- street, 
between two Fretters at a whist-table ; one of which 
had a beautiful daughter of eighteen years of age, 
leaning upon her mother's chair. 

' Five trumps, two honours, and lose four by 
cards? But I believe, madam, you never lost a 
game in the whole course of your life/ 
' Now and then, madam/ 

' Not in the memory of your daughter, I believe :* 
and miss is not so extremely young neither. Clubs 

are trumps — ^Well ! if ever 1 play again ! You 

are three by cards, madam — ' 

' And two by honours. I had them in my own 
hand/ 

' I beg your pardon, madam ; 1 had really forgot 
whose deal it was. But I thought the cloven-footed 
gentleman had left off teaching. Pray, madam. 
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will he expect more than one's soul for half a dozen 
lessons ?' 

* You are pleased to be severe, madam ; but you 
know I am not easily put out of temper. What's; 
the trump ?' 

I was extremely pleased with the cool behaviour 
of this lady, and could not help whispering to her 
daughter, ' You have a sweet-tempered mamma, 
miss. How happy would it be if every lady of her 
acquaintance was so amiably disposed!' I observed 
that miss blushed and looked down : but I was ig- 
norant of the reason, till all at once her mamma's 
good fortune changed, and her adversary, by holding 
the four honours in her own hand, and by the as- 
sistance of her partner, won the game at a deal. 

' And now, madam/ cried the patient lady, ^ is 
it you or I who have bargained with the devil ? I 
declare it upon my nonour, I never won a game 
against you in my life. Indeed, I should wonder if 
I had, unless there had been a curtain between you 
and your partner. But oiie has a line time on't 
indeed I to be always losing, and yet always to be 
baited for winning; I defy any one to say that I 
ever rose a winner in my bom days. There was last 
summer at Tunbridge ! Did any human creature 
see me so much as win a game ? And ask Mr. A, 
and Sir Richard B, and Dean C, and Lord and Lady 
D, and all the company at Bath this winter, if I did 
not lose two or three guineas every night at half- 
crown whist, for two months together. But I did 
not fret and talk of the devil, madam ; no, madam ; 
nor did I trouble the company with my losings, 
nor play the after-game, nor say provoking things 

No, madam ; I leave such behaviour to ladies 

that ' 

*Lord! my dear, how you heat yourself! You 



are alisolutely iu a pussion. Come, let ua cut (at 
partners.* 

Which they immediately did; aud liappening to 
get together, and to win the next game, tliey were 
the best compauy, atid the civileat people I ever 

MaDy of my readers may Se too ready to ■ 
ceive an ill opinion of these ladies; but 1 haye tha 
pleasure of a^uring them, Jrom undoubted autho' 
rity, that they are in all other respects very excellent- ] 
people, and so remarkable for patience and good- 
huiRour, that one of them has been known to lose 
her husband, and both of them their reputation 
without the least emotion or concern. 

To be serious on this occasion; I have many dCH 1 
quaintance of both seses, who, though really good-* J 
natured and worthy people, are violating every day ' 
the laws of decency and politeness by these outrage- 
ous sallies of petulance and impertineuce. [ 

I know of DO other reason for a man's troubliotf j 
his friends with the history of his misfortunes, bUfTI 
either to receive comfort from their pity, or advan- ' 
tage from their charity. If the Growler will tell n 
that he reaps either of these benefits by disturbing 
all about him ; if he will assure me of his having 
raised compassion in a single breast, or that he has ■ 
once induced his adrersary to change bands with him 'm 
out of charity, I sjtall allow that he acts upon prin- p 
ciples of prudeDce, and that he is not a most teasing, 
ridiculous, and contemptible animal. 

I would not be understood to hint at gaming in 
this paper. I am glad to find that destructive pas- 
sion attacked from the stage, and wish success to tba , 
attempt. Nor do I condemn the custom of playina j 
at cards for small sums, in those whose tempers and j 
circumstances are unhurt by what they lose. 0» 
the contrary, I look upon c^^s as an innocent and 
useful amusement ; calculated to interrupt the formal 
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Gonrersations and private cabals of large companies^ 
and to give a man something to do who has nothing 
to say. My design at present is^ to signify to these 
Growlers and Fretters^ that they are public as well 
as private nuisances ; and to caution all quiet and 
civilized persons against cutting in with them at the 
same tables^ or replying to their complaints but by 
a laugh of contempt. 

I shall conclude this paper with acquainting my 
readers^ that, in imitation of the great Mr. Hoyle, I 
am preparing a book for the press, entitled Rules of 
Behaviour for the Game of Whist; showing, through 
an almost- infinite variety of good and bad hands, in 
what degree the muscles of the face are to be con- 
tracted or extended ; and how often a lady may be 
permitted to change colour, or a gentleman to bite 
nis lips, in the course of the game. To which will 
be added, for the benefit of all cool and dispassionate 
players, an exact calculation of the odds against 
Growlers and Fretters. 
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Date oholum BelUaHo. 

A PHILOSOPHER, as I am, who contemplates the 
world with serious reflection, will be struck with no- 
thing in it more than its vicissitudes. If he has lived 
any time, he must have had ample opportunities of 
exercising his meditations on the vanity of all sub- 
lunary conditions. The changes of empires, the fall 
of ministers, the exaltation of obscure persons, are 
the continual incidents of human comedy. I re- 
member that one of the first passages in history 
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wliicli made an impresBioQ upon me in laj youth 
was the fate of Dionysius, who, from being monarch, 
of Sidlf, was reduced to teach school at Corinth. 
Though his tyranny tras the cause of hh ruin (if it ' 
can be called rain to be deprived of the power of op- 
pression, and to be taught to knoir one's self) I cmud 
not help feeling that sort of superstitious pity whi(A 
always attends royalty in distress. Who ever per- 
used the stories of Edward the Second, Richard the 
Secnnd, or Charles the Firet, bnt forgot their excesses 
and sighed for their catastrophe ? In this free-si^ 
rited island there are not more hands ready to puniaL J 
tyrants, than eyes to weep their fall. It is a comnioA T 
case: we are Romana in resisting oppression, very 1 
women in lamenting oppressors ! I 

If (and I thinit it cannot be contested) there i» ' 
generosity in these sensations, ought we not doublf ' 
to feel such emotions, in cases where regal virtue is b^ i 
come the spnrt of fortune f This island ought to be a| J 
much the harbour of afflicted majesty, as it has b' 
the scourge of otFending majesty. And while every 1 
throne of arbitrary power is an asylum for the mai^ ] 
tyrs of so bad a cause, Britain ought to shelter such 
princes as have been victims for liberty— when erri 
so great a curiosity is seen, as a prince contending dA I 
the honest side. I 

How must I blush then for my countrymen, wheA I 
1 mention a monarch ! an unhappy monarch ! now | 
actually suffered ti^ languish for debt in one of tht \ 
common prisons of this «ity ! A monarch, whosi 
courage raised him to a throne, not by a succeasinll 
of ambitious bloody atts, but by the voluntary elec" i 
tion of an injured people, who had the commou right 
of mankind to freedom, and the uncommon rescvi 
lution of determining to be free ! This prince is 
Theodore, king of Corsica ! A man, whose claim 
to royalty is as indisputable, as the most ancient 
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titles to any moiiarcliy can jirutend to he; that is, 
llie choice of his Hubjects ; the only kind of title, al- 
lowed in the cxcdleot Gothic constitutions, from 
whence we derite our own ; the same kind of title, 
which endears tlie present royid family to English" 
men; and the only kind of title, against which, per- 
Iiaw, no objection can lie. 

This prince (on whose bistory I shall not at pre^ 
sent enlarge) af^r having bravely exposed his life and 
crown in defence of the rights of his subjei'ts, mis; 
carried, as Catn, and other patriot heroert, did before 
him. For many years he struggled with fortune, 
and left no means iwtried, which indefatigable policy 
or solicitation of succours could attenipt, to recover 
his crown. At last, when he had discharged hi« 
duty to his subjects and himself, he clinse this coun- 
try for his retirement, not to indulge a voluptuous 
inglorious ease, but t« enjoy the participation of 
those blessings, which he had so vainly enaeavoured 
to fix to his Corsicans. Here for some months he 
bore V 

crown than Char 

any of those visionaries, who wantonly resigned the: 
to partake the sluggish indolence, Bn<l at length the 
disquiets, of a cloister. Theodore, though resigned to 
' IS fortunes, had none of that contemptible aiHithy, 
ir James the Second to the hu- 
lukish sainthood. It is recorded 
of that prince, that talking to his courtiers at St. 
Germain,he wished fivaspcedypeacebetweenFrance 
and Great Britain, 'far ihen, a&\6 he, ' tee shall get 
Eneliih horsa fotUif.' 

The veracity of an historian obliges me not to dis- 
guise the situation of his CorBican majesty's revenue, 
which has reduced him to be a prisoner for debt 
in the King's-bench ; and so cruelly has fortune excr- 
«Bed her rigours upon him, tliat last session of par- 
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iiatneat lie was osamined before a committee of the 
house of coraraous, oti the hanjahips to which the pri- 
soners in that gaol had been subject. Yet let not 
ill-nature make sport with these misfortunes .' Hi) 
majesty had nothing to blush at, nothing to palliate, 
in the recapitulation of his distresses. The debts on 
his eiyil list were owing to no misapplication, no im- 
providence of his own, no corruption of his ministers; 
no indulgence to favourites or mixtresses. His diet 
was philosophic, his palace humble, his robes decent; 
yet his butcher, his landlady, and his tailor, coul4 
not continue to supply an establishment, which had I 
no demesnes to support it, no taxes to maintain t^ |^ 
no excises, no lotteries to provide fimds for its de- 
ficiencies and emergencies. 

A nation so generous, so renowned for the effort! 
it lias always made in the common cause of liberty^ 
can only want to be reminded of this distressed kinff , 
to grant him its protection and compassion. If polH 
tical reasons forbid the open espousal of his cause; 
pity commands the assistance which private fortune! 
can lend him. I do not mean at present that out 
gallant youths should offer themselves as volunteers 
in his service, nor do I expect to have a small fleet 
fitted out at the expense of particular persons to con* 1 
vey him and his hopes to Corsica. The intention of 1 
this paper is merely to warm the benevolence of my | 
countrymen, in behalf of this royal captive. I canniA 1 
think it would be beneath the dignity of majesty to 
accept of such a supply as might be oifered to him b<f ' 
that honorary (and to this oiuntry peculiar) method, 
of raising a free gift, a Iwnefit play. The method is 
worthy of the Grecian age; noi" would Asiatic mon- 
archs nave blushed to receive a tribute from geniui 
a.nd art. Let it be said, that the same humane and 
polite age raised a monument to Shakspcarc, a f 
tune for MUton's grand-daughter, and a subsidy tat I 
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a captive king, by dramatic perfoimances ! I have 
no doubt but the munificent managers of our theatres 
will gladly contribute their parts. That incom- 
parable actor who so exquisitely touches the passions 
and distresses of self-dethroned Lear (a play which> 
from some similitude of circumstances, I should re- 
commend for the benefit) will^ I dare say^ willingly 
exert his irresistible talents in behalf of fallen ma- 
jesty^ and be a competitor with Louis le Grand for 
the fame which results from the protection of exiled 
kings. How glorious will it be for him to have the 
King*8-bench as renowned for Garrick's generosity 
to King Theodore^ as the Savoy is for Edward the 
Third's treatment of King John of France. 

In the meantime^ not to confine this opportunity 
of benevolence to so narrow a sphere as the theatre, i 
must acquaint my readers, that a subscription for 
a subsidy for the use of his Corsican majesty is 
opened at Tully's head in Pall-mall, where all the 
generous and the fair are desired to pay in their con<« 
tributions to Robert Dodsley, who is ap})ointed high- 
treasurer and grand librarian of the island of Corsica 
for life — ^posts which, give me leave to say, Mr. 
Dodsley would have disdained to accept under any 
monarch of arbitrary principles. 

A bookseller of Rome, while Home survived, 
Would not have been lord- treasurer to a king. 

I am under some apprehensions that the intended 
subscription will not be so universal as for the ho- 
nour of my country I wish it. I foresee that the 
partizans of indefeasible hereditary right will with- 
hold their contributions. The number of them is 
indeed but small and inconsiderable: yet as it be- 
comes my character, as a citizen of the world, to 
neglect nothing for the amendment of the principles 
and morals of my fellow-creatures^ I shall recom- 
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mend oue short argument to tlieir consideration ; I 
think I may say, to their conviction. Let them 
but coosider, that though Theodore had such a. 
flaw (in their estimation) id his title, as to havv 
been elected hy the whole body of the people, who 1 
had thrown off the yoke of their old tyrants; yet m 
the Genoese had been the sovereigns of Corsio^ 
these gentlemen of monarchic principles will b(t ' 
obliged, if they condemn King Theodore's cai ' 

to allow divine hereditary right in a republic, 

Sroblem io polities which 1 leave to be solved by thor 
isciples of the exploded Sir Robert Filmer: at th# J 
same time decla.riDg by my censorial authority alt 1 
persons to be Jacobites, who neglect to liriug in theiv A 
free gift for the use of his majesty of Corsica : an^ [ 
I particularly charge and command all lovers of tli« 
glorious and immortal memory of Ring William tft 
see my orders duly executed; and I recommend t» ' 
them to set an example of liberality in behalf of the 
popular monarch, n'hosc cause I have espoused, and 
whose deliverance, I hope, 1 have. not attempted in 

N. B. Two pieces of King Theodore's coin, 
struck during his reigo, are in the bands of the high 
treasurer aforesaid, and will be shown by tlie proper 
officers of the exchequer of Corsica, during the time 
the subBCriptioii continues open at Tully's head 
abovcmentioned. They arc very great curiosities, 
and not to be met with in the mo6l celebrated coU 
lections of this kingdom. 
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' I AH that unfortunate man, madam,' 

ing of a gentleman, who stopt and ma 
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to a lady in the park^ as she was calling to her dog 
by the name of Cuckold. 

What a deal of good might be expected from 
these essays^ if every man who should happen to 
read his own character in them would as honestly 
acknowledge it as this gentleman ! But it is the mis- 
fortune of general satire, that few persons will apply 
it to themselves, while they have the comfort of 
thinking that it will fit others as well. It is there- 
fore, I am afraid, only furnishing bad people with 
scandal against their neighbours: for every man 
Matters himself that he has the art of playing the 
fool or knave so very secretly, t|iat, though he sees 
plainly how all else are employed, no mortal can have 
the cunning to find him out. ' 

Thus a gentleman told me yesterday, 'That he 
was very glad to see a particular acquaintance of his 
exposed in the third number of the World. The 
parson who wrote that letter,' continued he, 'was 
determined to speak plainly; for the character of 
my friend was so strongly marked, that it was im- 
possible to mistake it.' He then proceeded to in- 
form me that he had read Seneca, by observing, 
' That there should be no mixture of severity and 
reproof in the obligations we confer; on the con- 
trary, if there should be only occasion for the gentlest 
admonition, it ought to be deferred to another sea- 
son ; for men,' added he, ' are much more apt to re- 
member injuries than benefits; and it is enough if 
they forgive an obligation that has the nature of an 
offence.' 

My reader may, possibly, be surprised, when I 
tell him, that the man who could commit to memory 
those maxims of Seneca, and who could rejoice to 
see such a character exposed as the curate's friend 
in my third paper, is an old bachelor with an estate 
of three thousand pounds a-year, and fifty thousand 
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in ready money; wlio never was kniHvn to leod a 
guinea in his life, without making the bocroirer more 
miserable Iiy tlie benefit than he had been before by 
Ma wants. But it is the peculiar talent of this gentle- 
man to wound himself by prox v, or (in the sports- 
man's phrase) to knixjlf himself down by the recoil- 
ing of his own gun. I remember lie told me some 
tirae ago, after having harangued very learnedly . 
upon the detestable sin of ararice, ' That the com- I 
moD people of a certain county in England were the I 
most covetous and brutal in the whole world. I J 
will give you an instant^/ says he. ' About three I 
years ago, by a very odd accident^ I fell into a wfM I 
in that county, and was absolutely within a few ml- I 
nutcs of perishing, liefore I could prevail on an ui>- I 
conscionable dog of a labourer, who happened to be I 
within hearing of my cries, to help me out for half ft I 
crown. The fellow was so rapacious as to insist I 
upon a crown for above a quarter of an hour ; and I 1 
verily believe he would not have aliated me a single | 
farthing, if he had not seen me at the last gasp, and 1 
determined to die rather than submit to his extort I 

But to return to my subject. If there are ob- I 
jections to general satire, something may also be J 
said against personal abuse; which, though it is )t ■ 
kind of writing that requires a smaller portion of '1 
parts, and is sure of having almost as many ad'' I 
mirers aa readers, is nevertheless subject to greai ■ 
ditficulties ; it being absolutely necessary, that th« I 
author who undertakes it should have no feeling of I 
certain evils, common to humanity, whicli are known I 
by the names of pain and shame- In other word^'l 
he must be insensible to a good kicking, and harv J 
no memory of it afterwards. Now though a great.J 
many authors have found it an easy matter to ar*fl 
rive at this escellencc, with me the task would iMn 
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3tteti(lt!ii wilti groat labour mill liifficiifty; its it U 
my misfortuue tii have ruutractcd, either by tLe pre- 
judice of education, or by some other means, an io- 
rincible aversion to paia and dishonour. 1 am very 
sensible that I may hurt myself ns a writer bj' this 
confession ; but it was never any pleasure of nurie tu 
raise expectations witii a design to disappoint them : 
and though it should lose me the major part of my 
readers, I hereby declare, that I net^r will indulge 
them with any personal abuse; nor will I so much 
as attack any uf those fine gentlemen, or tine ladies, 
who have the honour of being single in any one 
character, he it ever so ridiculous. 

But if I had every requisite for this kind of writ- 
ing, there are certain people in town, whom it would 
be ingratitude in me to attack. The masters of 
iMttli the theatres are my giMxl friends ; for which 
reason I forbear to say, that half the comedies iu 
their catalogue ought to be damned for wickedness 
and indecency. But I not oidy keep this to myself, 
but have also been at great trouble and pains to sup- 
press a passage hearing very hard against them, io a 
book, miich will speedily he published, called the 
PKOOBKSS av wn'. The autlior of this book, who, 
luckily for the theatres, happens to be a particular 
friend of mine, is a very great joker; and, as I often 
tell him, does a vast deal of mischief, without seem- 
ing to intend it. The passage which I prevailed with 
him to suppresB stood at the beginning of the thir- 
teenth chapter of his book, and was exactly as fol- 

' Ah it was now clear to all people of tashiou that 
men had no souls, the husiueNS of life was pleasure 
and amusement ; and he that couid best administer 
to these two li'aa the most usefiil member of so- 
ciety. From hence arose those numerous places of 
resort and recreation which men irf narrow and 
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splenetic minds have called tlie jKsts of tlie public 
The most considerable of which places, aud which are' 
at this day !d the highest reputatioa, were the bagDitu 
aud the theatres. The bagnios were cunstantly undtf 
the direction of discreet and venerable matrons, who 
had passed their youtb in the practice of those exer- 
cises which they were nowteachiag to their daughters: 
while the management of the theatres was the pro- 
vince of the men.— The natural conaesion between 
these houses made it convenient that they should be 
erected in the neighbourhood of each other; and in- 
deed the harmony subsisting between them has in- 
clined many people to think that the profits of hath j 
were divided equally by each. But I have always 
considered them as only playing into one anotiiert 
bauds, without any nearer affinity than that of the 
scliools of Westminster and Eton to the universitie* 
of Oxford and Cambridge. At the play-liouse young i 
gentlemen and ladies were instructed by an £th»- 1 
ridge, a Wycherley. a Congreve, and a Vanbrugb, 
in the rudiments of that science, which they were to 
perfect at the bagnio, under a Needham, a HayWHod> 
a Haddock, and a Roberts.' 

Thus much had my friend, in his Pro^ne>.s ofTJ'it, 
thought proper to observe upoo the looseness of thei I 
slflge. But as the whole passage is suppressed, tiei J 
managers will have nothing to fear from the public 
tion of that perftjrmance. 

It were to be wished, indeed, that those gentle- 
men would have done entirely both witli tragedy and 
comedy, aud resolve at once to entertain the town 
only with pantomime. That great advantages would 
accrue from it is beyond dispute; people of taste and 
tashion having already given sufficient proof that they 
tliinb it the highest entertainment the stage is c^ 
pable of affording: the most innocent we are sure it 
is ; for where nothing is said, and nothing meant, 
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very little fiarm can be done. Mr. Garrick, perhapsi, 
may start a few objections tu this proposal; but with 
those uaivereal talents which he so happily poxseBBcs, 
it is not to be doubted but he will, in time, be able 
tu haodle the wooden strord with as much dignity 
and dexterity as hia brother Lun. He will also reap 
ADother advantage from this kind of acting; as he 
will have fewer enemies by being the finest harlequin 
of the age, than he has at present, by being the 
greatest actor of any age or country. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

fVhereas gome gentlemen have doubted ichethf-r lh» 
tubtcriptioH for the uge o/Kinjf Theodore was renllu 
intended (o oe carried on, I am ordered to acquaint the 
piiilic, that Air. Fitz-Adam was not only m earnest 
ia promoting tuch a contribution, but ha» alrcadi/ re- 
ceived some noble benefacliamfnr that purpose ; and he 
mil take care to apply the subsidy in the most uncor- 
rupl manner to the uses for which it was deaigaed, and 
to the honour and dignity of the crown of Corsica. 

Robeut Dobs lev. 
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The great men, who introduced the reformation into 
these Mngdoma, were so sensible of the necessity of 
maintB ning devotion in the minds of the vulgar by 
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saints, they took due care to dc&ud the niches of real 
martyrs tnrni profanation. They preserred the holy 
festivals, which had been consecrated for many ages 
to the great luminaries of the church, and at onca 
paid proper observance to the metnory of tlie good, 
and fell in with the popular humour, which lores to 
rejoice and mourn at the discretion of the almanack. 

Id so enlightened an age as the present, I shall 
perhaps be ridiculed if 1 hint, as my opinion, that 
the observation of certain festivals is something more 
than a mere political institution. I cannot, however, 
help thinking that even nature itself concurs to con* 
firm my Bentiment. Philosophers and freethinkers 
tell us that a general system was laid down at firsl^ 
and that no deviations nave been made to accommo> 
date it to any subsequent events, or to favour and 
authorize any human institutions. When the rfr* 
formation of the calendar was in agitation, to thq 
great disgust of many worthy persons, who urged 
liow great the harmony was, in the old establiah- 
ment, between the holidays and their attributes (if 
I may call them so) and what a confusion would 
follow if Michaelmas-day, for instance, was not to be 
celebrated when stubble-geese are in their highest 
perfection j it was replied, that sudi a propriety waa 
merely imaginary, and would be lost of itself, evea 
without any alterdtion of the calendar by authority: 
for if the errors in it were suffered to go on, they 
would in a certain number of years produce such a 
variation, that we should be mourning for good King 
Charles on a false thirtieth of January, at a time of 
Tear when our ancestors used to be tumbling over 
dead and heels Jn Greenwich -park, in honour of Whifri 
suntide ; atid at length be choosing king and queen 
for Twelftli-night, when we ought to be admiring the 
London Prentice at Bartholomew fair. 

Cogent as these reasons may seem, yet I think I 




48 THE WORLD. 10. 

can conftite them from the testimony of a standing 
miracle, which not having submittea to the Alible 
authority of an act of parliament, may well be said 
to put a supernatural negative on the wisdom of this 
world. My readers, no doubt, are already aware that 
I have in my eye the wonderful thorn of Glaston- 
bury, which, though hitherto regarded as a trunk of 
popish imposture, has notably exerted itself as the 
most protestant plant in the universe. It is well 
known that the correction of the calendar was en- 
acted by Pope Gregory the Thirteenth, and that the 
reformed churches have with a proper spirit of op- 
position adhered to the old calculation of the em- 
peror Julius Caesar, who was by no means a papist. 
Near two years ago the popish calendar was brought 
in (I hope by persons well affected!) certain it is, 
that the Glastonbury thorn has preserved its inflexi- 
bility, and observes its old anniversary. Many thou- 
sand spectators visited it on the parliamentary Christ- 
mas-day. Not a bud was there to be seen ! 

On the true nativity it was covered with blossoms. 
One must be an infidel indeed to spurn at such au- 
thority. Had I been consulted (and mathematical 
studies have not been the jnost inconsiderable of my 
speculations), instead of turning the calendar topsy- 
turvy, by fantastic calculations, I should have pro- 
posed to regulate the year by the infallible Somerset- 
shire thorn, and to have reckoned the months from 
Christmas-day, which should always have been kept 
as the Glastonbury thorn should blow. 

Many inconveniences, to be sure, would follow 
from this system ; but as holy things ought to be 
the first consideration of a religious nation, the in- 
conveniences should be overlooked. The thorn can 
never bjow but on the true Christmas-day; and con- 
sequently, the apprehension of the year's becoming 
inverted by sticking to the Julian account can never 
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hold. If tlie course of tbe sun varies, astmnomera' I 
may find out some w!iy to adjust that; but it is pr&» J 
poeterous, not to say presiiTnptiiniiE, to be celebrating. I 
Christmas-day, when the Glaatonbury thorn, whim 
certainly must know times and seasons better thsB 
an &1 man ack' maker, declares it to be lieresy. 

Nor is Christnius-day the only jubilee which will 
be morally disturbed by this innovation. There is 
another auniversaiy of no less celebrity among En- 
glishmen, equally marked by a man-elloua conco- 
mitance of circumstances, and which I venture to 
prognosticate will not attend' the erroneous calcula- 
tion of the present system. The day I mean is the 
first of April. The oldest tradition rfirms that such 
an infatuation attends the first day of that month, 
as no foresight can escape, no vigilance can defeat- 
Deceit is successM on that day out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. Grave citizens have been bit 
upon it; usurers have lent their money on had se- 
curity; experienced matrons hare married very disap- 
pointing young fellows ; mathematicians have missed 
the longitude; alchymistethe philosopher's stone; and 
politicians preferment, on that day. 

What confusion will not follow, if the great body 
of the nation are disappointed of their peculiar holi- 
day! This country was formerly disturbed with very 
fetal quarrels about the celebration of Easter; and no 
wise man will tell me that it is not aa reasonable to 
fall out for the observance of April-fool-day. Can 
any benefits arising from a regulated calendar make 
amends for an 'occasion of new sects? How many 
warm men may resent an attempt to play them off 
on a false, first of April, who would have submitted 
to the custom of being made fools on tbe old computa- 
tion 1 If our clergy come to be divided about Folly's 
anniversary, we may well expect all the mischiefs 
attendant on religious wars; and we shall hnve rcuMiii 
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to wiuh tliat the Glastonbury tliorii woiilJ declare 
as remarksbly in fevour of tlie true April-fool -day, 
M it has in behalf of the genuine Christmas. 

There are many other inconveniences, whic]i f 
might lament Fery emphatically, but none of weight 
enough to he compared with those I have mentioned. 
I shall ouly hint at a whole system overturned by 
this revolution in the calendar, and no pruvisioD, that 
I have heard of, made by the le^slatiire to remedy 
tt. Yet in a, nation which bestows such ample re- 
wards on new-year and birth-day odes, it is asto- 
niahing that the late act of iiarliaraent should have 
overlooked that usefiil brancn of our poetry, which 
consistn in couplets, eaws, and proverbs, peculiar to 
certain days and seasons. Why was not a new set of 
distichs provided by the lat« reformers? Or at least 
a clause inserted in the act, enjoining the ]>oet-lau- 
reat, or some bcnetioial genius, to prepare and new- 
cast the established rhymes for public nseP Were our 
astronomers so ignorant as to think that tlie old pro- 
verbs woTild serve for their new-fangled calendar? 
Could they imagine that St. Swithin would accom- 
modate his rainy planet to the convenience of their 
calculations? Who that hears the following verses 
but must grieve for the shepherd and husbandmauj 
who may have all their prognostics confounded, and 
be at a loss to know beforehand the Jatc of their 
markets ? Ancient sages sung. 

If St. Paul be (wr and cloir, 
Then will belidc a happy year ; 
But if it eithei bdow of rain, 
Then will be dear all kind of grain . 
And if the wir.d cloth blow aloft, 
Then ware will vex the realm full oft. 




1 have declared against meddling with (wlitits, and 
therefore shall say nothing of the important hints 
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contained in the last lines: yet if certain ill-bodiog 
appeurauces abroad should have an ugly end, 1 cannot 
help sayiug that I shall ascribe their evil tendency to 
our having been lulled asleep by resting our faith on 
the calm weather on the pretended conversion of St," 
Paul; whereas it was very blustering od that festival 
according to the good old account, as I honestly, 
though vainly, enileavnured to convince a great mi- 
iiisterof state, whom Idonot think proper to mentioiii 
But to return to April-fool-day; I must beg my 
readers and admirers to be very particular in their 
observations on that holiduy, both according to 
new and old reclioning. And I beg that they will I 
transmit to me or my secretary, Mr. Dodslev, a faith* I 
fill and attested account of the hap that betides then f 
or their acquaintance on eacli oi those days ; halt 
often and in what manner they make or are made 
fools; how they miscarry in attempts to surprise, o» 
baffle any snares laid for them. I do not doubt but^ I 
it will be found that the balance of folly lies greativ 1 
on the aide of the old first of April; nay, I mucb | 
questioD whether infatuation will have any force a 
what 1 call the false April-fool-day. I should take 
it very kind, if any of my friends, who may happen' 
to be sliarpers, would try their success on the fi&i I 
titious festival ; and if they make fewer dups thtuf I 
ordinary, I flatter myself that they will unite their j 
endeavours with mine in decrying and exploding a^ 
reformation, which only tends to discountenance gt 
old practices and venerable superstitiotiH, 
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If we are to believe, universally, that virtue leads 
directly to happiness, and vice to punishment in this 
world, I am afraid we shall form very erroneous opi- 
nions of the people we converse with ; as every melan- 
choly face will appear to be produced by a bad heart, 
and every cheerful face by a good one. But it will be 
no discouragement to virtue to say, that the reverse 
of this is much oftener the case ; nay, so obstinate* 
am I in this opinion, that I seldom see a countenance 
of sincere and settled grief, without concluding it to 
be the effect of some eminent degree of virtue. 

If sickness and bodily pain were, indeed, all the 
misfortunes incident to our natures, it might be said, 
with some colour of truth, that virtue was generally 
its own immediate reward ; as every one will allo^, 
thai temperance and abstemiousness lead more di- 
rectly to health and ease than riot and debauchery. 
But while we have affections that steal us ft*om our 
own happiness, to involve us in the misery of those 
about us, they who have the best hearts will be 
oftenest made uneasy. 

The good man considers the whole human race as 
his own family; and as such a person, in a world like 
this, is liable to more disappointments than one who : 
has only himself to care for, his troubles and morti- ' 
fications will assuredly be greater. 

The friends of virtue should therefore be cautious 
of promising what they are not sure will be per- 
formed ; lest by a failure in the end, they bring dis- 
credit upon the means. It will be always suihcient 
to say of virtue, that its reward is certain, while it can 
be said of that reward, that it is happiness eternal. 
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Tlie fiilloiving allegory, which is a literal trauslu- 
tion from the same old Spanisli author, from whom 
the story of Gonzales de Castro Id my first paper 
was taken, supposes the good man to be unhappy 
upon earth, only because his goodness is imperfect. 
1 insert it here (though rot exactly applicable to my 
subject) as the most instructive entertaiameut I am 
able to ^le my readers at this season. 

If tbe ladies should happeu to conceit-e any disliba 
to some little severities in it, they are desired to talw 
notice that the author was a Spaniard, and that b« I 
wrote at a time, when it appears hy the concurrent j 
testimony of all historians, that the sex was not 
solutely without fault, 

Jupiter, when he made Man, brought with him ( 
from heaven a nvmph called Felicia, or HappineBq^ 
to be bis companion. The better to engage them to 
each other, he furnished Man with those passions and I 
affections which were to feed the mind irich perpetual 1 
wishes, with a guide, called Beasoo, to restrain their ' 
violence ; and to the uymph he gave immortal beauty, 
together with a certain degree of coyness, which u 
always sure to engage pursuit and endear posscBsion. 

But as if some other power had a malicious desf 
to set this pair at variance, notwithstanding the see 
ing desire of Jupiter to unite them, Felicia becatqe I 
insensible to every thing but virtue, while the Pas- 
sions of Man generally hurried him to a pursuit at I 
her by the means of vice. With this difference ia 
their natures, it was impossible for them to agree; and 
in a short time they became almost strangers to each ' 
other. Reason would have gone over to the side of j 
Felicia, hut some particular Passion always opposed , 
him ; for, what was almost incredible, though Reason 
was a sufficient match for the whole body of Passions 
united, he was sure to be subdued, if singly encoun- 
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P" Jupiter laughed at the folly of Man^ and gave him 
Woman. But as her frame was too delicately com-' 
posed to endure the perpetual strife of Reason and 
the Passions^ he connned the former to Man^ and 
gave up Woman to the government of the latter 
witliout control. 

Felicia^ upon this new creation^ grew again ac- 
quainted with Man. She made him a visit .of a 
months and at his entreaty would have settled > with 
him for ever^ if the jealousy of Woman had not driven 
her from his roof. 

From this time the njrmph has led a wandering 
life, without any settled habitation. As the world 
grew peopled, she paid her visits to every corner of 
it; but though millions pretended to love her, not 
a single mortal had constancy to deserve her. Ce- 
remony drove her from court. Avarice from the city, 
and Want from the cottage. Her delight, however, 
was in the last of these places, and there it was that 
she was most frequently to be found. 

Jupiter saw with pity the wanderings of Felicia, 
and in a fortunate hour caused a mortal to be born, 
whose name was Bonario, or Goodness. He endowed 
him with all the graces of mind and body; and at 
an age when the soul becomes sensible of desires, he 
breathed into him a passion for the beautiful Felicia. 
Bonario had frequently seen her in his early visits to 
Wisdom and Devotion ; but as lightness of belief and 
an over-fondness of mankind were failings inseparable 
to him, he often suffered himself to be led astray from 
Felicia, till Reflection, the common friend of both', 
would set him right, and re-conduct him to her com- 
pany. 

Though Felicia was a virgin of some thousand 
years old, her coyness was rather found to increase 
than to diminish. This, perhaps, to mortal old maids 
may be matter of wonder; but the true reason was. 
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that tlie beauty of Felicia wa-j incapable of decay. 
From hence it was, tliat the fickleness of Bmiano 
made her less and less eafy nf access. Yet such was 
his frailty, that he continuallj* suffered himself to be 
enticed from her, till at last she totally withdrew J 
herself. Reflectiou came now only to upbraid hint J 
-" by showing J 



Her words, however, 
how he had lost Feli. 
contrary behaviour might. 



he had lost Felicia, they ^ve him hopes that a 
rary behaviour might, in time, regain hi 
The loss of happiness instructs us how to ralue Hi 3 






And now it was that Bonario began in earnest tt 1 
love Felicia, and to devote bis whole time to a pur* J 
suit of her. He inquired for her among the Great^ ■ 
but they knew her nut. Hebribed the Poor for Intel*; T 
ligence, but they were strangers to her. He sought' I 
her of Knowledge, but she was ignorant of lier; of] 
Pleasure, but she misled him- Temperance kn«^ J 
only the path she had taken; Virtue had seen heCfl 
upon the way ; but Religion assured him of her r 
treat, and sent Constancy to conduct him to her. 

It was in a village far from town, that Bonario again 1 
saw his Felicia; and here was in hopes of posaes3in|f I 
her for ever. The coyness with which she treated 
him in his days of folly, time, and the amendment it' J 
had wrought in him, began to soften. He passi *"' 
whole days in her society, and was rarely denied a 
cesa to her, but when Passion had misguided him. 

Felicia lived in this retreat, with the daughter < 
a simple villager, called Innocence. To this amiabfe'I 
rustic did Bonario apply for intercession, upon everv 4 
new offence against Felicia; but too impatient ce I 
delay, and out of humour with his adrocat«, he re- r 
newed his acquaintance with a court lady, called'! 
Vice, who was there upon a visit, and engaged her 
solicit for him. This behaviour so enraged Felici 
that she again withdrew herself; and in the warm 
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of lier resentment, sent up a pt-titicii tu .l(i| iU'r, tu lie 
recalled to heareti. 

Jupihsr, upon this j>etition, eaJleil a cuuucil of the 
gods; iu which it was decreed, that while Bonario 
i»ntiuued upon earth, Felicia ihouJd not tutally de- 
part from it ; but as the nature of Booarir) was fickle 
and imperfect, hia admiasiuu tii her society ebnuld be 
(inly occasional and tranaient. That their iiujttiala 
should be deferred till the nature of BonarJo should 
l)c c])an<red by death, and that atVerivards they should 
lie iusepai iiWy united in the regions of immortality. 
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10 Mil. F1T2-ADAM. 

It is a. great abuse of laugua^, according to Mr. 
Locke, tu make u!<e of worus to which we have nu 
lised and determinate ideas. There is a still greater, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, which ia the almost continually using 
words to which we have no ideas at all. I ahall only 
instance m the poor mODOByllable taite. Who has not 
beard it frequently pronounced by the loveliest mouths 
in the world, when it has evideDtly meant nothing? 

I would not be thought to require, like an ill-bred 
logician, that every pretty woman, or even every 

Sretty man, who makes use of the word lasie, should 
efine what they mean by it; that would be too cruel; 
but I should rather choose, when thev are really con- 
scious to themselves that they arc going to utter it 
wittuiut any idea annexed, that they would be so 
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B to uhauge it for the word iv/tiii 
rer, as my rccoiniMendation will, I am sure, iiareno 
eight, unless it should be backed by your ceusoriul 
, authority, 1 shall leave them at present in full pos- 
D of their favourite word, and proceed to the 
m^ect of my letter. 

You rallied very humorously, a few weeks ago, 
some of the reigning follies of this various island, 
under the name of our approaches to nature. I hope 
you have likewise tukeu notice how desirous we are 
<rf returning to our priinKval ignorance, under the 
notion of ia»te .- a name which we are food of giving 
to every new folly which starts up, and to every old 
esploded absurdity which we are charitably pleased 
to revive, Let but that commanding word go forth, 
ftnd no camelion catches his colours quicker than we 
are ready to imbibe follies ti'om each other. Whereas 
lasle, in my opinion, ought to be applied to nothing 
but what has as strict rules annexed to it, though 
perhaps imperceptible by the vulgar, as Aristotle, 
among the critics, would require, or Domenichino, 
among the painters, practise. People may have 
vhims, jreaks, caprices, persuasions, and even second- 
sights, if they please; but they cau have no taste 
which has not its foundation in nature, and which, 
consequently, may be accounted for. 

From a thousand instances of our imitative in- 
clinations I shall select one or two, which have been, 
And still are, notorious and general. A few years 
ago every thing was Gothic ; our houses, our beds, 
our book-cases, and our couches, were all copied irom 
some parts or other of our old cathedrals. The Gre- 
eian architecture, where, as Dryden says. 



Firm Done jnlliits limnd the lo 
The gay Coiinlhinn bnlds the higher 
And oU below ia Etrength, and bJ' ' 
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that arthitecturcj which was taught by uiituce, und 
IHilishcit by the Graces, w&a tutally neglectetl. Tricks 
and conceits gat [tosscasion cvury where. Clumsy 
buttresses were to shock you with disproportiou ; or 
littlepillara were to support vast weights; while iguo- 
raiit [wople, who knew uothiog of centres uf gravity, 
were to tremble at their eDtrnneeioto every building, 
l<tRt the roofs should fall upon their heads. This, 
however odd tt might seem, and however unworthy of 
the nanic of taste, was cultivated, was admired, and 
still has its professors in different purts of England. 
There is something, they say, in it coDgenial to oui' 
old Gothic constitution; I should rather think to our 
modern idea of liberty, which allows every one the 
[H-ivilege of plaving the fool, and of making himself 
ridiculous in wliatever way he pleases. 

According to the ^)reseiit prevailing whim, overj 
thing is Chmese, or in the Chinese taste ; or, as it 
is sometimes more modestly expressed, partli/ a/ier 
the Chineae mtamer. Chairs, tables, chimney-pieces, 
frames for looldng'glasses, and even our most vulgar 
utensils, arc all reduced tn this new-fangled standard ; 
and without-doors so universally has it spread, that 
every gate to a cow-yard is in 1 's and Z's, and every 
hovel for the cows has bells hanging at the corners. 

The good people in the city are, 1 perceive, struck 
with this novelty; and though some of them still 
retain the last fashion, the Gothic, ^et others have 
begun to ornament the doors and windows of their 
shops with the more modern improvements. 

Had this taste prevailed in the latter end of Queen 
Anne's time, the new churches themselves had doubt- 
less been pagodas ; nay, it is expected at present that 
the Something which is risine on the building at the 
horse-guards, if ever it should come to a conclusion, 
will terminate at last partlg after the Chinete manner. 

1 would beg leave, however, to proiwse, if our large 
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{lubtic buildings are to be executeil afWr Chinese 
models, that \re should pursue the usual methods on 
such occasions. The inoculatioii for the small-pax, and 
other such hiLZardous experiments, were first executed 
upon condemned criminala. And, in my opinion, an 
esperiment of this kind should first be tried on an 
hospital, or a county workhouse. I know it will be 
said, in answer to this, that couTeniency is cbiefiy to 
be studied in edifices of charity. But is convenienuy 
to give way to taale ? Is the honour of a natioa to w 
less considered than the particular exigencies of pri:* 
vate persons ? It is a thousand pities that the hospitftb 
of Chelsea and of Greenwich are already built; their 
situations are the very spots cme would have chosen 
for a trial of this sort. Wliat numbers of little Ial>e> J 
might have been let in from the Thames to wandofi J 
among the pavilions ! And how commodiously mighft j 
we have passed from ward to ward by bridges adornow j 
with triumphal arclies ! 

The encouragement of this taste may he worthy oS J 
the consideration of those gentlemen who have great. T 
possessions in the isle of Ely, or the fens of Lincoln* 
sliire. A Chinese town, happily situated, may attracfe j 
inhabitants, and make estates in those countries ex-f 1 
tremely desirable. Marshy grounds, which are naw* 1 
avoided, will become by this means the moat eougihtJ 
after of any; and we may live to see the hundred^lj 
of Essex crowded with villas. But I only hint thes 
things to those whom they concern, ana whose in- 1 
terest it may be to pursue them farther. My intea< 
lion, you perceive, is to make tasle useful to some- 
body at least, and to assign proper places for the 
eiercise of our improved talents. 

But while I am promoting the interest ami enter- . 
tainment of some of his majesty's subjects, I wouM J 
not wilfully offend others, who may be a little infun J 
tuated through their zeal to their country. Mauf J 
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good Tiatriots hare been greatly alarmed at the 
spreading of the French language and the French 
nshions so universallyr over Europe; and hare ap- 
prehended, perhaps too justly, that their modes of 
religion and government might insinuate themselves 
in their turns. If any pious Englishman should 
have the same fears with regard to the Chinese cus- 
tom and manners, I have the satisfaction to inform 
him, that nothing of that kind can reasonably be 
dreaded. We may rest secure that our firm faith 
will never be staggered by the tenets of Fohi, nor 
our practice vitiated by the morals of Confucius; 
at least we may be certain that the present innova- 
tions are by no means adequate to such an effect : 
for on a moderate computation, not one in a thou- 
sand of all the stiles, gates, rails, pales, chairs, tem- 
ples, chimney-pieces, &c. &c. &c. which are called 
Chinese, has the least resemblance to any thing that 
China ever saw ; nor would an English chtlrcn be a 
less uncommon sight to a travelling mandarin than 
an English pagoda. I think it necessary to say thus 
much, in order to quiet the scniples of conscientious 
persons, who will doubtless be more at ease when 
they consider that our Chinese ornaments are not 
only of our own manufacture, like our French silks 
ana our French wines, but, what has seldom been 
attributed to the English, of our own invention. 

I am, sir. 

Your most humble servant, 

H. S. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

fFhereas, a subscription for a subsidy for the use of 
King Theodore was opened at Tullrfs-Head, in Pall- 
mall, the twenty-second of last months This is to give 
notice, that by order of Mr. Fitz-Adam, the said 
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subscription will be clnsed on Tuesday the twenty^ 
seventh of this instant March; at which time the sub' 
sidy will be paid in, Robert Dodsley. 
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I SHALL imake no apology for the following letters, 
or my own answers to tbem ; having been always of 
opinion that works of criticism are the chief strength 
and ornament of a public paper. 

TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

Though you set out with a good grace in the 
World, I cannot help thinking that a paper now-and- 
then upon religion might be very entertaining. I am 
an officer in country quarters, and as the chaplain to 
the regiment happens to live altogether in town, I 
hare no opportunity of knowing any thing of that 
affair, but from what I hear at church. 

I am, &c. A. Z. 

TO ME. A* Z. 
SIR, 

That no officer in quarters may be under the ne- 
cessity of going to church, the World, for the future, 
shall be a religious one. 

Lam, &c. A. Fitz-Adam. 

TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I belong to a club of Y^ry serious clergymen, and 
am glad (so is every one of us) that you do not in- 

VOL. I. ' G 
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tend to meddle with religion in your paper. It is 
certainly a subject of too much dignity and import- 
anoe to be treated of in essays, which seem devoted 
to humour and the ridicule of folly. In the name 
of the whole club, 

I am, &c. J. C. 

TO MB. J. c. 
SIR, 

As it will be always my ambition to stand welt 
with the clergy, they may assure themselves that the 
World shalThave no religion in it. 

I am, &c. A. Fitz-Adam. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I cannot help being offended at your want of cor- 
rectness in a paper, which, in other respects, deserves 
approbation. In No. I. you say, warn men to good" 
ness. The verb warn is unwarrantable in this place: 
we are warned by or from, but not to, — The word 
should be incite; and so I have corrected it in my 
own paper. In No. III. line 2, you have the col- 
loquial barbarism of doing a thing bi/ a man instead 
of to. I cannot express how much I am hurt at so 
vulgar an impropriety. In No. VI. page 34, the verb 
display is used instead of its participle displaying. 
Perhaps it is only an error of the press: pray be 
careful for the future. I am willing to hope that 
these gross mistakes are only owing to inadvertency. 
If so, I rest. 

Your admirer, Philologos. 



TO PHILOLOGOS. 
KIR, 

I shall be very careful of mistakes for the future ; 
and do assure you upon my veracity, that they 
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i hitkerto pim'eeiled from nothing but inatlve 



^ TO ADAM FITZ-AHAM, ESQ. 

DEAR FITZ, 

Lord**** and I laid hold of ad d prig of a 

univeraity feUow yesterday, and carried him to our 
club; where, when the claret began to mount, your 
:r of the World happened to come upon the tapis. 
[r. Fitz-Adam,' says he, ' is a very in. 
accurate writer ; peradventure I shall take an oppor- 
tunity of telling him so in a short time.' But, deu 
Fitz, if the prig should really send you a letter, 
smoke the parson and be witty. Your inaccuracies, 
as he calls tliem, are the characteristics of a polite 
writer: by these alone our club is sure that you am 
a man of fashion. Away with pedantry and the 
grammar .' Write like a gentleman, and M'ith Pojie, 
ill his essay upon critics. 



paper 
'Tha 



natch a gna 



e beyai d the leai 


bofnaiur 




Yours 


TO MR A. B. 





lu compliance with your adrice, I shall avoid the 
pedantry of grammar, and be perfectly the gentleman 
in my future essays. 

I ; m, your moat obedient, 

A. Fitz-Adam. 



TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 

Bin, 
I do not write to you to have the pleasure of see- 
-,j^ myself in print : it is only to give you a little 
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friendly adnoe. Take care of novels: the town 
swarms with them. That foolish story of Mrs. Wil- 
son^ in your fourth and fifth papers^ made me cry out 
that the World was at an end ! 

Yours, Tom Tell-Truth. 



TO MR. TELL-TRUTH. 
SIR, 

I thank you for the caution, and will write no 
more novels. 

Your most humble servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam. 



TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

Your predecessor, the Spectator, did not think 
his labours altogether useless, which were dedicated 
to us women. Those elegant moral tales, which 
make their appearance so frequently in his works, 
are so many proofs of his regard for us. From the 
fourth and fifth numbers of the World we have the 
pleasure of hoping that the Spctator is revived 
among us. The story of Mrs. Wilson is a lesson of 
instruction to every woman in the kingdom, and has 
given the author of it as many friends as he has 
readers among the sex. 

I am, sir. 
Your real admirer and humble servant, 

L. B. 

TO MISS L. B. 
MADAM, 

As it will be always my chief happiness to. please 
the ladies, I shall devote my future papers entirely 
to novels. 

Your obliged and most obedient servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam. 
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■ TO Hfl. FITZ-AUAM. 

If a plain grave man may IiaFC leave to tell you a 
little truth, I must ioform you, that though 1 like 
ytRir manner Fery much, 1 have great objections to 
your matter. He who only skims surfaces will ga- 
ther nothing but strairs. If you are the philosopher 
you would have us think you, give us soraethiag 
that may rest upon the memory, and improve while 
it entertains. 

I am, &c. Amii:us. 

TO AMICUS. 
SIR, 

The WoniD, for the future, shall be grave and phi- 
losophical ; the mailer shall be regarded, and not the 



' A. Fitz-Adam. 

B A IIONBIEUR FITZ-AUAM. 

' Je suis enchante, moo uher monsieur, de votre 
Monde. Depuis deujt ana que je suis i Londres, j'ai 
appris assez d'Anglois pour I'ent«ndre parfiutement, 
mais je ne suis pas si habile que Voltaire, pour I'ecrire. 
VouB avez saisi tout a fait I'esprit Fran9ois; tant 
d'eojouement, de legeret^, et de vivacite ! — Parbleu 
c'est charmant ! Donnez-oous de temps en temps un 
vaudeville, ou quclque petite ehansoii a boire, et je 
me croirai a Paris. Le aeul petit defaut que vom^ 
avez, c'est que vous aentea trop le Monde sage, il ue 
V0U9 manque qu'uu peu du Monde fou, pour plaire a 
tout le Monde, et surtout a celui qui a I'honneur 

" f ttrc, monsieur, 

Votre trps-hunible et trrs-obeissant servitcur, 
Ddurillac. 
u3 
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A MONSIEUR DOURILLAC. 

Vous pouvez conter^ monsieur^ qu*il n'y a rien au 
monde que je ne fasse pour captiver la bien-veillance 
d'un si aimable homme. Tout ce au'il a de gai, de 
volatile^ et m^me evapore, coulera desormais de ma 
plume. J'ai Thonneur d'etre^ monsieur; 

Votre tres-bumble et tres-obeissant serviteur, 

Fitz-Adam. 

I have many more letters written in the same 
spirit of criticism^ and consequently many more opi- 
nions of my own ; but as these may be tnought suf- 
ficient at one time^ I shall borrow an old fable^ and 
conclude this paper. 

An old man and a little boy«wcre driving an ass 
to the next market to sell. What a fool is this fellow 
(says a man upon the road) to be trudging it on foot 
with his son, that his ass may go light! The old 
man, hearing this, set his boy upon the ass, and went 
whistling by the side of him. Why, sirrah ! (cries a 
second man to the boy) is it fit for you to be riding, 
while your poor old father is walking on foot ? The 
father, upon this rebuke, took down his boy from the 
ass, and mounted himself. Do you see (says a third) 
how the lazy old knave rides along upon his beast, 
while his poor little boy is almost crippled with walk- 
ing? The old man no sooner heard this, than he 
took up his son behind him. Pray, honest iriend, 
(says a fourth) is that ass your own? Yes, says the 
man. One would not have thought so, replied the 
other, by your loading him so unmercifully. You 
and your son are better able to carry the poor beast 
than he you. Any thing to please, says the owner ; 
and alighting M'ith his son, they tied the legs of the 
ass together, and by the help of a pole endeavoured 
to carry him upon their shoulders over the bridge 
that led to the to>vn. This was so entertaining a 
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sight, that the people ran Id crowds to laugh at it ; 
till the ass, conceiying a dislike to the over-complai- 
sance of his master, burst asunder the /cords that 
tied him, slipt from the pole, and tumbled into the 
river. The poor old man made the best of his way- 
home, ashamed and vexed that by endeavouring to 
please every body he had pleased nobody, and lost 
his ass into the bargain. 
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I DO not doubt but it is already observed that I 
write fewer -letters to myself than any of my pre- 
decessors. It is not irom being less acquainted 
with my own merit, but I really look upon myself as 
superior to such little arts of fame. Compliments, 
which I should be obliged to shroud under the name 
of A third person, have very little relish for me. If 
I am not considerable enough to pronounce ex ca- 
thedra, that I Adam Fitz-Adam know how to rally 
the follies and decide upon the customs of the world 
with more wit, humour, learning, and taste than any 
man living, I have in vain undertaken the scheme of 
this paper. Who would be regulated by the judg- 
ment of a man, who is not the most self-sufficient 
person alive .^ Why did all the pretty women in 
England, in the reign of Queen Anne, submit the go- 
vernment of their fans, hoods, hoops, and patches to 
the Spectator, but because he pronounced himself 
the best critic in fashions ? Why did half the nation 
imbibe their politics from the Craftsman, but because 
Caleb d' Anvers assured them that he understood the 
maxims of government and the constitution of his 
country better than any minister or patriot of his 
time ? Throned as I am in a perfect good opinion 
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ly Dwa abiiitiea, I actira to ta^te the satisfactiga 
of praise from my own pen — aud (to be li 
once) I own, if there is any Bpecies of writing of 
whicfa I am not perfect master, it is the epistolary. 
My deficience in this pBrticulai" is happily common 
to me with the greatest men : I can erea go farther, 
and declare that it is the fair part of the creation 
which excels in that province. Ease without af- 
fectation, the politest expression, the happiest art of 
telling news of trifles, the must engaging turns of 
sentiment or passion, are frequently found in letters 
from women, who have lived in a sphere at all above 
the vulgar ; while on the other side orators write 
affectedly, ministers obscurelv, poets floridly, learned 
men perlantically, and soldiers tolerably, when 
they can sjiell. One wouhi not have one's daughter 
write like Eloisa, because one would not have one's 
daughter feel what she felt j yet who ever wrote so 
movingly, so to the heart? The amiable Madame 
de Sevigne is the standard of easy encaging writing ; 
to call lier the pattern of eloquent writing will not be 
thought an exaggeration, when I refer my readers 
to her accounts of the death of Marshal Turenne: 
some little fragments of her letters, iu the appendix 
to Ramsay's life of that hero, give a stronger pic- 
ture of liim than the historian was able to do in his 
voluminous work. If this fair one's epistles ara 
liable to any censure, it is (or a fault in which she ii 
not likely to be often imitated, the excess of tender- 
ness fur her daughter. 

The Italians arc as proud of a person of the sane 
sex: Lucretia Gonzago was so celebrated for the 
eloquence of her letters and the purity of their style, 
that her very notes to her servants were collected 
and published. I have never read the collection ; 
and indeed one or two billets that I have met with 
have not entirely all the delicacy of Madame de Se- 
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vigiic. lu one to her footman, tlie Signora Gou- 
zago repreliends liim for not readily ol)eying Dame 
Lucy, her housekeeper; and in another, addressed 
to the same Mrs. Lucy, she says, ' If Liria will not 

, and the blood run down t 
her heels.' To be sure this sounds a little oddly to 
English ears, butmay be rery elegant, when modu- 
lated by the harmony of Italho liquids. 

Several worthy |)ers(>ii3 have laid down rules tov 
the composition of letters; but I fear it r 
which only nature can teach. I remembei 
of those books (as it was written by a German) there ( 
was a strict iniunctioD not to mention yourself be- 
fore you had introduced the person of your corr&- I 
spODdent : that is, yuu must not use the njonosyllaUs i 
I before the pronoun you. The Italians have statecl | 
expressiiiDS, to be used by different ranks of meiv J 
and know exactly when to subscribe themselves thv 1 
devoted or the most devoted slave of the illustrioorf 1 
or most eminent persons to whom they have the ha> I 
nour to write. It is true, in that country, they have I 
80 clogged correspondence with forma and civdities; f 
that they seldom make use of their own language, 
hut generally write to one anotlier in French. 

Among many instances of beautiful lettei-s froatt 
ladies, and of tlie contrary from our sex, I shall sell 
lect two, which are very singular in their kindi I 
The comparison, to be sure, is notienttrely fair; bu4 J 
when I mention some particulars of the male aU- ^ 
thor, one might expect a little more elegance, a little 1 
better orthography, a little more decorum, and k .1 
good deal less absurdity, than seem to have met ia 1 
one head, which had seen so much of the world, which 
pretended so much to literature, and which had worn 
80 long one of the first crowns in Europe. This 
. the Emperor Maximilian, grandfa- 
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to Oiarlea the Fifth. His reign was'long, sonie- 
often unprosperous, Tery ofteu le- 
noraiutous. His fickleness, prwiigality, and indi- 
gence, were notorious. The Italians called him 
Pocki-danari, or the pennt/lett ; a quality no more 
habitual to him, than his propensity to repair Iiis 
shattered fortunes by the most UDbecoming means. 
He served uuder our Henry the Eighth, as a com- 
mon soldier, at the aiege nf Terouenne, for a hun- 
dred crowns a day: he was bribed to the attempt 
against Pisa, and bribed to give it over. In short, 
no potentate ever undertook to eogagc him in a 
treaty, without first offering him money. Yet this 
ragabond monarch, as if tne annals of his reign 
were too glorious to be described by a plebeian pen, 
or as if they were worthy to tw described at all, 
took the pains to write his own life in Dutch verse. 
There was another book of his coropositinn in a 
different way. whidi does not reflect much more 
lustre upon his oiemory than his own Dutch epic j 
this was what he called his livre rovg-e, and was a 
register of seventeen mortifications which he had 
received from Louis the Twelfth of France, and which 
he intended to revenge on the first opportunity. 
After a variety of shifts, breach of promises, alli- 
ances, and treaties, he almost duped his vain con- 
temporary Henr^ the Eighth, with a proposal of re- 
signmg tne empire to htm, while himself was niedi- 
tatiug what he thought an accession of dignity even 
to the imperial diadem ; in short, in the latter part 
of his life, Maximiliau took it into his head to can- 
vass for the papal Tiara. Several methods were 
agitated to compass this object of his ambition : one, 
and nut the least ridiculous, was, to pretend that the 
patriarchal dignity was included in the imperial; 
and by virtue of that definition he really assumed 
the title cf Pontifex Maximus, copying the pagvn 
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Innk of Rouie on lils nay to the wveKigntj of tlie 
cliristiaa cfaurcli. Money lie knew was the surest 
method, but the least at his commaod ; it was to 
procure a supply of that oecessary iDgredieot that 
he wrote the followicg letter to his daughter Mar-' , 
garet, duchess dowager of Savoy, and governess of 
the NetherUnds, 

' Tres chiere et tres araee fylle, je entendu I'am- 
que TouB m'avez dnnue par Guyllain Pingun notre. 
garderobes, dont avons encore mieux pense. Et ne 
trouvons point pour nulle resuu bon que nous ni 
deTous iranclieiDeut marier, maes avons plus avant ^ 
myf notre deliberation et volants de James plus 1 
hanter faem nue. Et envoyons demaio Mons. da< I 
Gurce Evesque a Rome devers le pape pour trouveil I 
faclion que nous puysauns accorder avec ly de nous> I 
prendre pour ung coadjuteur, affin que apres fji> j 
mort pounins estre assure de avoer le papat, et de-i J 
venir prester, et apres estre saint, et que yl vou4 | 
sera de necessity que apres ma mort vous ser^s coa^,l 
traint de me adorer, dontjeme trouver6bienglorii 
Je envoye sur ce ung poste devers le roy d'Arogon I 
pour ly prier qu'y nous voulle ayder pour a ce par- 
venir, dont il eat auesy content, moynant que i« 
resigne I'empir a nostre comun fyls Charls, de aela I 
au&sy je me snys cont«nte. Je commaoce aussf 
practiker les Cardinauls, dont ii C. ou iii C, mylls \ 
ducats me ferunt ung grand service, avequc la par- 
tialite qui est deja entre eos. Le roy d'Arogoil 
a mand^ a son ambaxadeur que yl veulent iavoury- 
ser le papat a nous. Je vous pne, tenes cette mat-. 
ere empu secret, osai hien eu brieff jours je crain* 
que yl laut que tout le monde le sache, cur biea 
mal esti possible de pratiker uug tel ay grand matere 
secretemcnt, pour laquell yl faut avoer de tant de 
gens et de argent, succura et pratike, et a Diil, aaet 
de la main de voire boa pere Masimilianus futur 
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nape, le iviii jour de Betembre. Le papa a encor 
les vyevers dubls, et ne pcult longcnicnt fyTrc.' 

This curious piece, wliich it is imptmsible to 
translate (for wliat language can give an Hdeiguater 
idea of rery bad old German French?) is to be 
found in the fourth Toiume of letters of Louis xiith, 
printed at Brussels by Fr. Foppensin 1712. ItwiH 
he sufficient to inform such of niy readers as do not 
understand French, that his imperial niajesty ac>- 
quainta his beloved daughter that he designs never 
to frequent naked women any more, but tu use alj 
his endeavours to procure the papacy, and then to 
turn priest, and at length become a saint, that his 
dear daughter may be obliged to pray to him, which 
he shall reckon matter of exceeding glory. He ex- 
presses great want of two or three hundred thousand 
ducats to facilitate the business, which he desires 
may be kept very secret, though he does not doubt 
but all the world will know it in two or three days; 
and concludes with siguing himBelf/M(nre Popr. 

Ah a contrast to this scrap of ini]ierial folly, I 
shall present my readers with the other letter I men- 
tioned. It was written by the Lady Anne, widow of 
the Earls of Dorset and Fembroke (the life of the 
former of whom she wrote) and heiress of the great 
house of Clifford- Cumberland, from which, among 
many noble reversions, she enjoyed the borough rf 
Appleby. Sir Joseph Williamson, secretary of state 
ti) Charles the Second, wrote to name a candidate to 
her for that borough : the brave countess, with all the^ 
spirit of her ancestors, and with all the eloquence of 
independent Greece, returned this laconic answer. , ' 

' 1 have been bullied by an usurper, I have hem 
neglected by a court, but I will not be dictated to 
by a subject ; your man shan't stand. 

'Anhe, Dorset, Pr,MBHou(, 
and MoNTOOMKRV.' 
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' It bns been imagiued, that if an uucient inliabitant 
of this island, some old Sasoii for example, or even 
in later times, a subject of one of our Harrys or oat 
Edvarda, could rise from his grave and take a survey 
of the present generation, he would never suspect us 
to be the descendantsof his contemporaries, but would 
etare about with surprise, and be apt to fancy himself 
among a nation of foreigners, if not among a race of 
animals of a dilferent species. I have sometimes 
thought that such a person would be do less pnz7.Icd 
to know his country again, than his countrymen; 
such a change vould he find in the natural face of 
England, as well as in the manners of its inhabitants. 
The great increase of public and private buildingf, 
the difference of architecture, the frequent navigation 
of rivers, and above all, the introduction and whim- 
sical Fariations of gardening, have contributed so ef- 
fectually to new dress our island, which before was 
covered with rude forests and extended marshes, that 
it would require some time and pains to discover her 
ancient features under so total a disguise. Tbis is 
more particularly the case with tJie counties adjacent 
to London, over which the genius of gardening ex- 
ercises his power so often and so wantonly, that they 
are usually new-created once in twenty or thirty 
years, and no traces left of their former condition. 
Nor is this to be wondered at; for gardening, being 
the dress of nature, is as liable to the caprices of fa- 
abion, as are the dresses of the human body; and 
there is a certain mode of it in every age, which 
grou's antiquated, and hcvomes obeolete and ridiculous 
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in the next. So that were any man of taste now to 
lay out his ground in the style which prevailed less 
than half a century ago^ it would occasion as much 
astonishment and laughter^ as if a modern beau 
should appear in the drawing-room in red stockings^ 
or introauce himself into a polite assembly in one of 
my Lord Foppington's periwigs. 

What was the prevailing mode in Milton's days 
may be guessed from a passage in his II Pcnseroso^ 
where he describes retired leisure taking his de- 
light in trim gardens. The practice^ it seems^ was 
to embroider and flourish over the ground with cu- 
rious knots of/lowers, as the same poet calls them in 
another part of his works; and m this there was 
something of cheerfulness and gaiety at leasts though 
the judicious eye could not help being dis2)lea8cd 
with the fantastic quaintness of the design. 

James the Second was deposed, and the immortal 
King William came to the crown of these kingdoms ; 
an era as remarkable in the annals df gardening as 
in those of government; but far less auspicious in 
the former instance. The mournful family of yews 
came over with the house of Orange; the sombre 
taste of Holland grei^ into vogue ; and straight ca- 
nals, rectilineal walks, and rows Oi^ dipt evergreens 
were all the mode. It was the compliment which 
England paid her new sovereign, to wear the dress 
of a Dutch morass. The royal gardens of Kensing- 
ton, Hampton-court, and Richmond, set the example; 
and good whigs distinguished their loyalty by fetch- 
ing their plans from the same country, which had 
the honour of producing their king ; a country never 
greatly celebrated for taste in any instance, and least 
of all in the article now under consideration. But 
Buch were the errors of the times ; our connoisseurs 
in their zeal all became mynheers ; and it would pro- 
bably have )}cen then esteemed as great a mark of 
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disaffection to have laid out ground different from 
the true Belgic models as it would be now to wear a 
white rose on. the 10th of June. 

This Dutch absurdity, like all other follies, had its 
run, and in time expired. The great Kent appeared 
at length in behalf of nature, declared war against 
the taste in fashion, and laid the axe to the root of 
artificial evergreens. Gardens were no longer filled 
with yews in the shape of giants, Noah's ark cut in 
holly, St. George and the dragon in box, cypress 
lovers, laurustine bears, and all that race of root- 
bound monsters, which flourished so long, and looked' 
so tremendous round the edges of every grass-plat. 
At the same type the dull uniformity of designing 
was banished^high walls, excluding the country, 
were thrown down ; and it was no longer thought 
necessary that everv grove should nod at a rival, and 
every walk be pau-ed with a twin-brother* The 
great master above-mentioned, truly the disciple of 
nature, imitated her in the agreeable wildness and 
beautiful irregularity of her plans, of which there are 
some noble examples still remaining, that abundantly 
show the power of his creative genius. 

But it is our misfortune that we always run be- 
yond the goal, and are never contented to rest at 
that point where perfection ends, and excess and 
absurdity begin. Thus our present artists in gar^ 
dening far exceed the wildness of nature ; and pre-, 
tending to improve on the plans of Kent, distort 
their ground into irregularities the most offensive 
that can be imagined. A great comic painter has 
proved, I am told, in a piece every day expected, 
that the line of beauty is an S : I take this to be the 
unanimous opinion of all our professors of horticul- 
ture, who seem to have the most idolatrous venera- 
tion for that crooked letter ^t the tail of the alpha- 
bet. Their land, their water, must be serpentine ; 
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aiid l>e<:ause tlic fonnality of tlie last age ran too 
oitidi iuto riglit lines anu {>arallcls, a epirit of 0|h 
poaitiou carries the present universally into curves 
uiid mazes- 
It was questioned of some old mathematician, a 
greut bigot to liis favourite science, whether he would 
consent to go to heaven in any path that was not tri. 
angular ? It may, I think, with equal prupriety be 
questioned of a modern gardener, wnether he would 
consent to go thither in any path that is not sei^ 
pcDtbe? Nothing, on earth at least, can please out 
of that model; and there is reason to believe that 
paradise itself would have no charms for one of tliese 
gentlemen, unless its walks be disposed into labj-rintlt 
and meander. In serious truth, the vast multitude 
of grotesque little villas, which grow up every sum- 
mer, within a certain distance ofLondon, and swarm 
more especially on the banhs of the Thames, are 
fatal pruofe- of Uie degeneracy of our national taste. 
With a ilescripttou of one of these whimsical no- 
things and with a few previous remarks upon the 
owner of it, I shall conclude this paper. 

Stiuire Mushroom, the present worthy possessor 
of Block-hill, was bom at a little dirty nllage in 
Hertfordshire, and received the rudiments of his 
education behind a writing-desk, under the eye of 
his father, who was an attorney-at-Ltw. It is not 
material to relate by what means he broke loose 
truin the bondage of i>archment, or by what st«ps 
he ruse from primeval meanness and obscurity to 
his present station in life- Let it be sufficient to 
say, that at the age of forty he found himself in pos- 
session of a considerable fortune. Being thus en- 
riched, he grew ambitious of introducing himself to 
the world as a man of taste and pleasure : for which 
pur|HJse he put an edging of silver lace on bis servants' 
waistcoats, took ibtu keeping a hnuio of whoies, and 
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rcsnlred to have a rilla. Full of ttjts jili;asing iileu, 
lie |)urcb»sei] an old form-liouse, not far distaut from 
the pla(« of his nativity, and fell to building and 
ulantiug with all the rage of taste. The old mansion 
immediately shot up into Gothic spireB, and was 
plastered ocer with stucco: the walls were notched 
into battlements ; uncouth animale were set grinning 
at one another over the gate-posts, and the hall wbb- , 
furtilied with maty swords and pistols, and a Mo*- 
dtisa's bead staring tremendous over the cbimney. 
When he had proceeded thus &r, be discovered in. ' 
good time that bis house was not habitable: wbuA 
obliged him to add two rooms entirely new, audi I 
entirely incoherent with the rest of the buildtng^r [ 
Thus while one half is designed to give you the idea: J 
of an old Gothic edifice, tjie other balf*^ presents to 
your view Venetian windows, slices of pilaster, balo- , 
strades, and other parts of Italian architecture. I 

A library of books, as it is esteemed an essentidj | 
ornament in a modish villa, was the uext object i^ I 
the squire's ambition, I was conducted into tltis^ i 
apartment soon after its completion, and could not* 1 
help observing with some gurprise that all the vo- ' 
lumes on the shelves were in duodecimo: at which' 
expressiog a curiosity, I received the ibllowing a 
swer, verbatim : ' Why, sir, I'll inform you how that j 
qiatter came to pass : I ordered my carpenter ta | 
iickk me up a neat fiisliionahle set irf cases for tbei 

reception of books, and the d d blundering booby 

made all the shelves, as you sec, of a size, only t 
hold your duodecimos, as they call them ; so I wa 
obliged, you know, to purchase books of a proper 
diiuemion, and such as would fit the places they 
were to stand in,' 

But the triumph of his genius was seen in the dit^ 
iMisitiou of hia gardens, which contain every thing 
iu less than two acres of ground. At your first 
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entrance^ the eye is saluted with a yellow serpentine* 
river^ stagnating through a beautiful valley^ which 
extends near twenty yards in length. Over the river 
is thrown a bridge^ partly in the Chinese manner, 
and a little ship^ with sails spread and streamers 
flying, floats in the midst of it. When you have 
passed this bridge^ you enter into a grove perplexed 
with errors and crooked walks ; where having trod 
the same ground over and over again^ through a la« 
byrinth of horn-beam hedges, you are led into an 
old hermitage built with roots of trees^ which the 
squire is pleased to call St. Austin's cave. Here 
he desires you to repose yourself, and expects en- 
comiums on his taste ; after which a second ramble 
begins through another maze of walks, and the last 
error is much worse than the first. At length, when 
you almost despair of ever visiting daylight any more, 
you emerge on a sudden in an open and circular area, 
richly checkered with beds of flowers, and embellished 
with a little fountain playing in the centre of it. As 
every folly must have a name, the squire informs you, 
that 6t/ way of whim he has christened this place 
little Marybon ; at the upper end of which you are 
conducted into a pompous, dumsy, and gildea build- 
iHg, said to be a temple, and consecrated to Venus; 
for no other reason which I could learn, but because 
the squire riots here sometimes in vulgar love with a 
(X)up]e of orange-wenches, taken from the purlieus of 
the play-house. 

To conclude, if one wished to see a coxcomb ex- 
pose himself in the most effectual manner, one would 
advise him to build a villa; which is the chef-d'oBuvre 
of modern impertinence, and the most conspicuoUGr 
stage which Folly can possibly mount to display her- 
self to the world. 
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It was very well said by Montaigne, ' That all es- 
terool acqubitioiis receive taste and colour from the 
internal constitution ; as clothes give warmth, not 
from their own heat, but by covering and keeping 
close the heat that is in ourselves.' 

Every man's experience will prove the truth of 
this observation ; as it will teach him, both from 
what he feels in himself, auil observes in others, that 
without a disposition for happiness, the benefits and 
blessings of life arc bestowea tipon him in vain; and 
that with it, even a bare exemption from poverty and 
pain is almost happiness enough. 

1 am led to this thought by the following letter, 
which I received near two years ago from a very 
valuable friend. The reader will perceive that it 
was not written with a view of puhlicstion ; but as 
it presents us with a very natural picture of domes- 
tic happiness, and instrncts us how an elegant little 
family may live charitaMy and within bounds upon 
an income of only fifty pounds a year, 1 shall give it 
to the pulalic exactly as ! received it. Those who 
have feelinp hearts will call it an entertainment ; to 
the rest jt is not written. 

Tor//, June the 14th, 1751. 

DEAR BIR, 

The reason that you have not heard from me for 
these last five weeks is, that the people where I have 
been have cngrosged all my time and attention. Per- 
haps you will be surprised to hear, that I have lived a 
roinplcte mouth with our old friend, the rector uf 
South-Grceu, mid his hoDest wife. 
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You know with what compassion we used to think 
of them; that a man who had mixed a go<Kl deal 
with the worlds and who had always entertained 
hopes of making a figure in it^ should foolishly^ and, 
at an age when people generally grow wise^ throw 
away his affections upon a girl worth nothing r and 
that slie^ one of the liyeliest of women^ as well as the 
finest^ should refuse the many advantageous offers 
which were made her^ and follow a poor parson to 
his living of fifty pounds a year^ in a remote comer 
of the kingdom. But I hare learnt from experience 
that we have been pitying the happiest couple of ouv 
acquaintance. I am impatient to tell you all I know 
of them. 

The parish of South-Green is about seventeen 
miles from this place, and is in my opinion the most 
pleasing spot of ground in all Yorkmire.-— I should 
have first told you^ that our friend^ by the death of 
a relation, was enabled to carry his wife from Lon« 
don with a neat two hundred and fifty guineas in his 
pocket; with which sum he has converted thejold 
parsonage- house into a little palace, and fourteen 
acres of glebe into a farm and garden^ that even a 
Pelham or a Southcote might look upon with 
pleasure. 

The house stands upon an eminence witihin the 
bending of a river^ with about half an acre of kitchen- 
garden^ fenced in with a good old wall^ well planted 
with fruit trees. The river, that almost surrounds 
this little spot, affords them fish at all seasons. They 
catch trout there, and plenty of them, from two to 
five pounds weight. Before the house is a little lawn 
with trees planted in clumps ; and behind it a yard 
well stocked with poultry, with a bam, cow-house^ 
and dairy. At the end of the garden a draw-bnldge 
leads you to a small piece of ground, where three or 
four pigs are kept. Here they are fattened for pork 
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or bocnu ; the latter tliey cure themselvos ; ttnd in all 
my life I never ate better. 

In the seveu years of this retirement, they liave 

so plaated their little spot, that you cod hardly CUQ- 

ceiie any thing more beautiful. The fields lie all 

together, witJi pasture-ground enough for two horses 

and as many cows, and tlie rest arable. Every thing 

thrives under their hands. The hedges, all of their 

own planting, are the thickest of any in the eouutrj', 

and within every one of them is a sand-walk between 

a. double row of flowering shrubs, hardly e»er out of 

Uoasom. The produce of these fields supplies tlioin 

lundantly with the means of breatl and beer, and 

I vith a surplus yearly for the poiff, to whom they are 

t the best benefactors of any in the neighbourhood. 

I .The husband brews and the wife bakes; he manages 

t' 4be farm and she the dairy; and both with sucii skill 

Mud industry, that you would think them educated 

lilto nothing else. 

^> Their house consists of two parlours and a kitchen 
P4eIow, and two bedchambers and a servant's ruou) 
Their maid is a poor woman's daughter in 
ufhe parish, whom they took at eleven years old, and 
~ re made the lutndiest girl imaginable. She is ex- 
mely pretty, and might marry herself to advan- 
Ftage, but she loves her mistress so sincerely, that uo 
Mtemptation is strong enough to prerail upon her to 
I -leave her. 

In this sweet retirement they have a boy and a 
'{nrl ; the boy six years old, and the girl four ; both of 
mem the prettiest little things that ever were born. 
■ The girl is the very picture of her mother, with the 
L lame softness of heart and temper. The boy is a 
'jolly dog, and loves mischief; but if you tell him an 
interesting story, he will cry for an hour together. 
The husband and wife constantly go to bed at ten; 
and rise at six. The business of the day is cum- 
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monly finished by dinner-time; and all after is 
amusement and pleasure^ without any set forms. 
They are almost worshipped by the parishioners^ to 
whom the doctor is not only the spiritual director, 
but ihe physician, the surgeon, the apothecary, the 
lawyer, the steward, the friend, and the cheerful 
companion. The best people in the country are 
fond of visiting them ; they call it going to see the 
wonders of Yorkshire, and say that they never eat so 
heartily as of the parson's bacon and greens. 

I told you at the beginning of this letter that they 
were the happiest couple of our acquaintance ; and 
now I will tell you why they are so. In the first 
place, they love and are delighted with each other. 
A seven years* marriage, instead of lessening their 
affections, has increased them. They wish for no- 
thing more than what their little income affords 
them ; and even of that littJe they lay up. Oiu' 
friend showed me his account of expenses, or rather 
his wife's account; by which it appears that they 
have saved yearly from fifteen shillings to a guinea, 
exclusive of about the same sum, which they dis- 
tribute among the poor, besides barley, wheat, and 
twenty other things. Their only article of luxury 
is tea ; but the doctor says he would forbid that, if 
his wife could forget her London education. How- 
ever, they seldom offer it but to their best company, 
and less than a pound will last them a twelvemonth. 
Wine they have none, nor will they receive it as a 
present. Their constant drink is small beer and 
ale, both of which they brew in the highest perfec- 
tion. Exercise and temperance keep tnem in per- 
petual health and good-humour. All the strife be- 
tween them is who shall please and oUige most. 
Their favourite amusement is reading: now-and- 
then, indeed, our friend scribbles a little; but his 
performances reach no farther than a short sermon. 
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or a paj)er of verses in praise of his wife. Every 
birth-day of the lady is constantly celebrated in this 
manner ; and though you do not read a Swift to his 
Stella^ yet there is something so sincere and tender 
in these little pieces, that I could never read any of 
them without tears. In the fine afternoons and 
evenings they are walking arm and arm, with their 
boy and girl, about their grounds; but how cheer- 
ful, how happy I is not to be told you. Their chil- 
dren are hardly so much children as themselves. 
But though they love one another even to dotage, 
their fondness never appears before company. I 
never saw either of them so much as playing with 
the other's hand — I mean only when they have known 
I was within sight of them ; I have stolen upon them 
unawares indeed, and have been witness to such #ords 
and looks as have quite melted me. 

With this couple, and in this retirement, I have 
passed my time since you heard from me. How 
happily I need not say : come and be a judge your- 
self ; they invite you most heartily. 

One tning I had forgot to tell you of them. It 
makes no part of their happiness that they can com- 
pare themselves with the rest of the world, who 
want minds to enjoy themselves as they do. It rather 
lessens than increases it. Their own happiness is 
from their own hearts. They have every thing they 
wish for in this fifty pounds a year and one another. 
They make no boast of themselves, nor find fault with 
any body. They are sorry I am not as happy as they; 
but are far from advising me to retire as they have 
done. I left a bank note of twenty pounds behind 
me in my room, inclosed in a letter of thanks for 
their civilities to me; but it was returned me this 
morning to York, in a manner that pleased me more 
than all the rest of their behaviour. Our friend 
thanked me for the favour I intended him ; but told 
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me 1 could bestow it better amotig the ixxir. That 
Ilia ifife unit he had been lonliing over the fnmily ac* 
counts of last month, uid tiiiH they found mc only a. 
few shillings in their debt. That if I did not think 
theywere ii tiiousand tiroes over-paid by the pleasure 
I had given them, they would be oblig;ed to mc for a 
pound of tea, and a little of Hardham's snujf when I 
got to London. 

I liojw Boon to Bee you, and to entertain you by 
the week, with the particuLirs of the parson and liia 
wife. Till then, 

1 am, &c. 
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Twice in every year are solemnized those grand <)i^ 
yersions, with which our nobility, gentry, and others, 
entertain themselves at Newmarket ; and as this Ts 
the cernal season for the celebration of those curious 
sports and festivals, and as they are, at this time, 
likely to be held with tlie utmost splendour and 
■nagnifiixnce, I think it may not be improper ta 
amuse my town readers with one siugle pajter upon 
the subject. 

In this I will endeavour to set forth the useful- 
ness of these anniversary meetings, describing the 
matiner and method of exhibiting such games; aild 
tlien show what beneHt may ari»c to t)ic kingdom, 
by horse-rai^cs in general, on the one hand; and 
what detriment may happen from them to the public, 
nn the other, by their spreading too widely over tlte 
whole kingdom. 

I read in one of the ncwspajftrs of last week the 
fiillou-tng article : ' 'Tis saiu that garrets aLi^iii 
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market arc let at four guioeas each, fbr the time nf 
the meetiog.' What, sjiiil I to myself, are our priii- 
cijial nobility content to lie in garrets, at such an 
esorhifaut pricOj for the sake of such amusements ? 
Or are our jocliey-gentry, and tradesmen, estrava- 
gant enough to tLniu' uway their loose corn (as I 
maj- properly call it on this occasion) so idly and 
ridiculously? To be sure there is not a more noble 
diversion than this. In its original, it,' was of rnyal 
institution, and carried on in the beginiiing with 
much honour and integrity; but as the best cousti- 
tution will always degenerate, I am fearful this may 
be grown too much into a. science, wherein the adepts 
may have carried matters to a nicety, not altogether 
reconcilcable to the strictest notions of integrity ; 
and .which may by degrees, by their affecting to be- 
come notable in the profession, corrupt the morals of 
our young noliility. The language of the place is 

feqerally to be understood by the rule of cnotrariea. 
r any one says bis horse is a pretty good one, but as 
slow as a town-lop (for similes are much in use), you 
may conclude him to be an exceeding speedy one, but 
not so good at bnttiim. If he mentions his design of 
throwing a particular horse soou out of tracing, you 
may be assured he has a mind to match that horse as 
soon as he can ; and so it is in every thing else they 
throw out. Foreigners who come here for curiosity 
canuot be shown a liner sight than these ratxs, which 
are almost peculiar to this cuuutry : but I must con- 
fess that I have been sometimes put a little to the 
blush at incidents that are pretty pregnant in the 
place. Every body ig dressed so perfectly alike, that 
it is extremely difficult to distinguish between his 
grace and his groom. I have heard a stranger ask a 
man of quality how often be dressed and watered his 
horses ? how much corn, and bread, and hay, he gave 
them ? how many miles he thought they could run 
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in such a number of minutes ? and how long he had 
lived with his master ? Those who have been at the 
place will not be surprised at tliese mistakes ; for a 
pair of boots^ and buckskin breeches, a fustian frock, 
with a leather belt about it, and a black velvet cap, 
is the common covering of the whole town : so that 
if the inside does not differ, the outside of my lord 
and his rider are exactly the same. There is an- 
other most remarkable affectation, which is this: 
those who are known to have the most, and perhaps 
best horses of the place, always appear themselves on 
the very worst, and go to the turf on some ordinary 
scrub tit, scarce worth five pounds. From persons 
thus mounted and accoutred, what a surprise must it 
be to hear a bet offered of a hundred pounds to fifty, 
and sometimes three hundred to two, when you would 
imagine the rider to be scarce worth a groat ! In that 
circular convention before the race begins, at the 
Devil's Ditdi, all are hail fellows well met, and every 
one is at liberty, tailor, distiller, or otherwise, to of- 
fer and take such bets as he thinks proper: and 
many thousand pounds are usually laia on a side. 
When the horses are in sight, and come near Choke- 
Jade, immediately the company all disperse, as if the 
devil rose out of his ditch and drove them, to get to 
the turning of the lands, the rest-post, or some other 
station, they choose, for seeing the push made. Now 
the contention becomes animating. 'Tis delightful to 
see two, or sometimes more, of the most beautiful 
animals of the creati(m, struggling for superiority, 
stretching every muscle and sinew to obtain the prize, 
and reach the goal ! to observe the skill and awlress 
of the riders, who are all distinguished by different 
colours, of white, blue, green, red, and yellow, somcp 
times spurring or whipping, sometimes checking or 
pulling to give fresh breath and courage! and it is 
often observed that the race is won as much by tlie 
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dexterity of tlie rider, as by the vigour and floetness 
of the animal. 

When the sport is over, the company saunter away 
towards the Warren-Hill, before the other horses, 
left at the several stables in the town, are rode out 
to take their evening exercise and their water. On 
this delightful spot you may see at once above a 
hundred of the most beautiful horses in the universe, 
all led out in strings, with the grooms and boys upon 
them, in their several liveries, distinguishing each 
person of rank they belong to. — This is indeed a 
noble sight ; it is a piece of grandeur, and an ex- 
pensive one too, which no nation can boast of but 
our own. To this the crown contributes, not only 
by a very handsome allowance for keeping horses, 
but also by giving plates to be run for by horses and 
mares at different ages, in order to encourage the 
breed, by keeping up the price of them, and to make 
the breeders extremely carefid of their race and ge- 
nealogy. 

The pedigree of these horses is more strictly re- 
garded and carefully looked into than that of a 
knight of Malta. They must have no blemished 
quarter in 'the family on either side for many ge- 
nerations ; their blood must have run pure and un- 
tainted, from the great, great, five times great grand- 
father and grandam, to be attested in the most 
authentic and solemn manner by the hand of the 
breeder. It is this care of the breed, and parti^ 
cularly with an eye to their strength, that makes all 
the world so fond of our horses. Many thousands 
are carried out of England every year ; so that it is 
become a trade of great consequence, and brings a 
vast balance of money to this country annually. The 
French monarch rides no other horses but ours, in 
his favourite diversion of hunting. You may at any 
time ace two or three hundred beautiful English 
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(Millings in tlioae Rrcat and luMc stalilcs at Cbnti- 
tilli, Muat of tliu German jiriuciiH, anil miuiy of 
their nubility, are desiruus of Imving Englisfi horses ; 
tLud, I ilare say, hia present M y of P — a, how- 
ever military his genius may be, had mther mount 
au English horse at a reviein of liia troops, than a 
Oreiich at any siege in Europe. 

The country races oTcr the whole kingdom are 
wliat, I confess, give me some little disrelish to the 
s[K>rt. Erery county, and almost the wiiole of it, 
is mjul during the time of the races. Many sub- 
stantial ^mers go to them with thirty or forty 
]K>undH in their pockets, and return without one 
single farthing. Hero they drink and learn to be 
vicious, and the whole time is s|)ent in riot and 
disorder. An honest butcher, that is taken in at 
a horse-race, is tempted perhaps, in his return, to 
borrow an 02, or a few Mieeu, of his neighbour, to 
make up his losses. An industrious tradesman, or 
a good farmer, hoa sometimes turned highwayman, 
to be even with the rogue that hulibted him at the 
races. Upon the whole, if I consiiler only how much 
time is lost to all the labouring men la this king- 
dom, by county races, the damage they occasion is 
immeUBc. Let us suppose it but a week's labour 
all over England ; and (if wo consider the number 
of plates in the different metropolises, besides the 
lesser country plates) this must be allowed a very 
moderate computation ; and then let those two in- 
genious gentlemen, Mr. Pond and Mr. Heber, how- 
ever they may be at variance with each other, join 
to compute how much the loss must be to the whole 
kingdom. I dare answer for it, that it muat amount t^t 
manyhundied thousands of pounds. — But as my paper 
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Darius was chosen king of Persia by the neighing of 
his horse. I question if Alexander himself had pushed 
his conquests half so hr, if Bucephalus had not stooped 
to take him on his hsuck. An emperor of Rome made 
his horse a consul ; and it will be readily owned that 
the dignity was as properly conferred upon the beast^ 
as the imperial diaaem upon his master. 

I shall conclude this paper with a short extract 
from Churchill's collection of Toyages. 

' In Morocco the natives have a great respect for 
horses that have been the pilgrimage of Mecca^ where 
Mahomet was born ; they are called Hadgis^ or saints. 
Such horses have their necks adorned with strings of 
beads^ and relics^ being writings wrapt up in cloth 
of gold or silk^ containing the names of theif prophet : 
and when these horses die^ they are buried with as 
much ceremony as the nearest relations of their " 
owners. The king of Morocco has one of them^ whom 
he causes to be led before him when he goes abroad^ 
very richly accoutred^and covered with these writings; 
his tail being held up by a christian slave^ carrying 
in one hand a pot and a towel^ to receive the dimg 
and wipe the posteriors.' 
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The following letter had a]^[)eared earlier in the 
World, if its length, or (what at present happens to 
be the same thing) its merit had not been so great. 
I have been trying to shorten it, without robbing it 
of beauties; but after many unsuccessful attempts, 
I find that the spirit of it is (as the human sovd is 
imagined to be by some ancient philosophers) totus in 

I 3 
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toio, et tolus in qualibet parte. I havc^ therefore, 
chaDged the form of my prayer, choosing rather to 
present my readers with an extraordinary half-slicot^ 
than to keep from them any longer what was sent 
me for their instruction. At the same time I must 
b^g leave to say, that I shall never think myself ob- 
liged to repeat my complaisance, but to those of my 
correspondents, who, like the writer of this letter, 
can inform me of their grievances with all the ele- 
gance of it. 

TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I consider you as supplemental to the law of the 
land. I take your authority to begin where the 
power of the law ends. The law is intended to stop 
the progress of crimes by punishing them; your paper 
seems ^culated to check the course of follies by ex- 

1>06ing them. May you be more successful in tlie 
atter than the law is in the former ! 

Upon this principle I shall lay my case plainly 
before you^ and desire your publication of it as a 
warning to others. Though it may seem ridiculous 
to many of your readers, I can assure you, sir, that 
it is a very serious one to me, notwithstanding the 
ill-natured comfort which I might have, of thinking 
it of late a very common one. 

I am a gentleman of a reasonable paternal estate 
in my county, and serve as knight of the shire for 
it. Having what is called a very good family- 
interest, my election incumbered my estate with a 
mortgage of only five thousand pounds; which I 
have not been able to clear, being obliged by a good 
place which I have got since to live in town, and 
in all the best company, nine months in the year. 
I married suitable to my circumstances. My wife 
wanted neither fortune, beauty, nor understanding. 
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Discretion aud go«l-liuniour on lier [iiirt, jnincH t(i 
>aood-Daturo and gocNl manners nn mine, nia<le us 
Etc comfortably together for eighteen years. One 
BOD and one daughter were our only children. We 
complied with custom in the education of hoth. My 
daughter learned some Frencli and some dancing; 
and my son passed nine years at Westminster school 
in learning the worda of two hmguages, long since 
dead, and not yet above half rerived. When I took 
him away from school, I reaolred to send him di- 
rectly abroad, having been at Oxford myself. My 
wife approved of my design, hut tacked a proposal 
of her owu to it, which she urged with some earneat- 
■nesa. ' My dear,' said she, ' 1 think you do Tery 
right to send George abrcsd, for I love a foreign 
education, though I shall not see the poor boy a 
great while : but since we are to part for so long a 
•time, why ahouid we not take that opportunity of 
-carrying him ourselves as for as Paris? The jour- 
ney is nothing; very little ferther than to our own 
■Jiouse in the north; we shall save money by it; for 
■every thing is very cheap in France; it will form 
'the girl, who is of a right age for it ; and a couple of 
■months with a good Frencli and dancing master will 
■perfect her in both, and give her an air and manner 
ihat will help her off in these dajs, when husbiuids 
nre not plenty, especially for girls witli only five 
'thousand pounds tu their fortunes. Sever^ of my 
acquaintance who have lately taken trips to Paris 
liave told me, that to be sure we should take this 
opportunity of going there. Besides, my dear, as 
neither you nor I have ever been abroad, this little 
jaunt will amuse and even improve us; for it is tiio 
easiest thing in the world to get into all the best 
company at Paris.' 

My wite had no sooner ended her speecli {wliicii 
1 easily perceived to he the result uf meililatioii) 
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than my daughter exerted all her little eloquence 
in seconding her mother's motion. ' Ay, dear papa/ 
said she, ' let us go with brother to raris -, it will 
be the charmingest thing in the world ; we shall see 
all the newest fashions there ; I shall learn to dance 
of Marseille; in shorty I shall be quite another 
creature after it. You see how my cousin Kitty 
was improved by going to Paris last year ; I hardly 
knew her again when she came back : do, dear papa, 
let us go.' 

The absurdity of the proposal struck me at first, 
and I foresaw a thousand mconveniences in it, though 
nut half 80 many as I have since felti However, 
knowing that direct contradiction, though supported 
by the best arguments, was not the likeliest method 
to convert a female disputant, I seemed a little tp 
doubt, and contented myself with saying, ' That I 
was not, at first sight at least, sensible pf the many 
advantages which they had enumerated; but that, 
on the contrary, I apprehended a great deal of trouble 
in the journey, and many inconveniences in con^ 
sequence of it. That I had not observed many men 
ei my age considerably improved by their travels.; 
Itat tnat 1 had lately seen many women of hers be- 
come very ridiculous by theirs; and that for my 
daughter, as she had not a fine fortune, I saw no ne- 
cessity of her being a fine lady.' Here the girl. in- 
terrupted me, with saying, * For that very reason, 
papa, I should be a fine lady. Being in rashion is 
often as good as being a fortune ; and I have known 
air, dress, and accomplishments stand many a woman 
instead of a fortune.' ' Nay, to be sure,' added my 
wife, ' the girl is in the right in that ; and if with 
her figure she gets a certain air and manner, I can- 
not see why she may not reasonably hope to be as 
advantageously married as Lady Betty Townly, or 
the twQ^ Miss Bellairs, who had none of them such 
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' -good fortuies. 1 fouiiil by ull this, that thi? uttack 
upnn nic was ik concerted one, and that both my wife 
itDd da,ughti?r were Btrongly infected wifh that mi- 
grating distemper, whicl) has of late been bo cpi- 
demiciii in this kingdom, and which annually carries 
such numbers of our privnti! families to Paris, to es-- 
imsc themselves there as English, and here, after 
their return, as French. Insomucli that I am as- 
sured that the Frencli call those swarms of Englisli 
which now, in a manner, orerrun France, a second 
incursion of the Goths and Vandals. 

I endeavoured as well as 1 could to avert this im- 
pending folly, by delays and gentle persuasions, but 
in vain ; the attacks \i{Hin me were daily repeated, 
and sometimes enforced by tears. At last I yielded, 
from mere good-nature, tu the joint importunities of 
a (rite and daughter whom I loved; not to mention 
the love of ease and domestic quiet, which is, mucli 
oftener than we care to own, the true motive of many 
things that we either do or omit. 

My consent being thus exturt«d, our setting out 
was pressed. The journey wanted no preparations ; 
we should find every thing in France. My daughter, 
who spoke some French, and my sou's governor, who 
was a Swiss, were to be our interpreters upon the 
road; and when we came to Paris, a Frencli servant 
or two would moke all easy. 

But, aa if Providence had a mind to punish our 
folly, our whole journey was a series of distresses. 
We had not sailed a league from Dover, before a 
violent storm arose, in which we had like to liiive 
been lost. Nothing could etjuai tjur fears hut our 
sickuess, which perhaps lessened them : at last we 
got into Calais, where the inexorable custom-house 
officers took away half tiie few things which we had 

I'lrarried with us. We hired somu chaises, which 
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proved to be old and shattered ones^ and brdce down 
with us at least cverv ten miles. Twice we were 
overturned, and some of us hurt^ though there are no 
bad roads in France. At lengthy the sixth day, it^e 
got to Paris^ where our banker had provided a very 
good lodging for us ; that is> very good rooms, very 
well furnished, and very dirty. Here the great scene 
opens. My wife and cuiughter, who had been a good 
dieal disheartened by our distresses, recovered their 
spirits, and grew extremely impatient for a consulta- 
tion of the necessary tradespeople, when luckily our 
banker and his lady, informed of our arrival, came 
to make us a visit. — He graciously brought me fire 
thousand livres, which he assured me was not more 
than what would be necessary for our first setting out^ 
as he called it-; while his wife was pointing out to 
mine the most compendious method of spending three 
times as much. I told him that I hoped that sum 
would be very near sufficient for the whole time ; to 
which he answered coolly, ^ No, sir, nor six tiiiies 
that sum, if you propose, as to be sure you do, to ap« 
pear here honnitement .' This I confess startled me 
a good deal ; and I called out to my wife, ' Do you 
hear that, child !' She replied, unmoved, ' Yes, my 
dear ; but now that we are here, there is no help for 
it : it is but once, upon an extraordinary occasicm ; 
and one would not care to appear among strangers 
like scrubs/ I made no answer to this solid reason- 
ing, but resolved within myself to shorten our stay^ 
and lessen our follies as much as I could. My banker^ 
after having charged himself with the care of pro- 
curing me a carosse de remise and a valet die place 
for the next day, which in plain English is a hired 
coach and a footman, invited us to pass all the next 
day at his house, where he assured us that we should 
not meet with bad company. He was to carry ma 
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and my son before dinner to see the public buildings, 
and his lady was to call upon my wife and daughter^ 
to carry them to the genteelest shops^ in order to fit 
them out to appear honnetemenU The next morning 
I amused myself very well with seeing, while my wife 
and daughter amused themselves still better by pre- 
paring themselves for being seen, till we met at din- 
ner at our banker's; who, by way of sample of the 
excellent company to which he was to introduce us, 
presented to us an Irish abb^, and an Irish captain of 
Clare's ; two attainted Scotch fugitives, and a young 
Scotch sui^eon who studied midwifery at the Hotel 
Dieu. It is true, he lamented that Sir Harbottle 
Bumper and Sir Clotworthy Guzzledown with their 
femilies, whom he had invited to meet us, happened 
unfortunately to have been engaged to go and drink 
brandy at Nudlly. Though this company sounds 
but indifferently, and though we should have been 
very sorry to have kept it in London, I can assure 
yvm, sir, that it was the best we kept the whole time 
we were at Paris. 

I will omit many circumstances which gave me 
uneasiness, though they would probably afford some 
entertainment to your readers, that I may hasten to 
the most material ones. 

In about three days the several mechanics, who 
were charged with the care of disguising my wife 
and daughter, brought home their respective parts 
of this transformation, in order that they might ap- 
pear honnitement. More than the whole morning 
was employed in this operation ; for we did not sit 
down to dinner till near five o'clock. When my 
wife and daughter came at last into the eating room, 
where I had waited for them at least two hours, I was 
so struck with their transformation, that I could nei- 
ther conceal nor express my astonishment. ' Nom', 



96 THE WORLD. 18. 

my dear/ said my wife^ ' wc can appear a little like- 
christians.' ' Ana strollers too/ replied I : 'for such 
have I seen, at Southwark-fair, the resj>ect{ible Sysi- 
gambis, and the lovely Parisatis. This cannot surely 
be serious !* ' Very serious, depend upon it, my 
dear/ said my wife; ' and pray, by the way, what 
may there be ridiculous in it ? No such Sysigambis 
neither,' continued she ; ' Betty is but sixteen, and 
you. know I had her at four-and-twenty.* As I found 
that the name of Sysigambis, carrying an idea of age 
alonff with it, was ofrensive to my wife, I waved the 
parallel; and addressing myself in common to my 
wife and daughter, I told them, ' I perceived that 
there was a pamter now at Paris, who coloured much 
higher than Rigault, though he did not paint near 
80 like ; for that I could hardly have guessed then 
to be the pictures of themselves.' To this they both 
answered at once, ' That red was not paint ; that 
no colour in the world was fard but white, of which 
they protested they had none. ' But how do you 
like my pompon, papa !' continued my daughter ; ' is 
it not a charming one ? I think it is prettier than 
mamma's.* * It may, child, for any thing that I 
know ; because I do not know what part of all this 
frippery thy pompon is.* ' It is this, papa,* replied 
the girl, putting up her hand to her head, and snow- 
ing me in the middle of her hair a complication of 
shreds and rags of velvets, feathers and ribands, 
stuck with false stones of a thousand colours, and 
placed awry. ' But what hast thou done to thy hair; 
child !' said I ; ' is it blue ? Is that painted too by 
the same eminent hand that colourea thy cheeks?' 
* Indeed, papa,' answered, the girl, * as I told you 
before, there is no painting in the case ; but what 
gives my hair that bluish cast is the gray powder, 
which has always that effect ui)on dark-coloured haiir. 
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atid sets off the complexion wonderfully/ ' Gray 
powder, child!* said I, with some surprise: ' Gray 
hairs I knew were irenerable ; but till this moment I 
ncTer knew that they were genteel/ * Extremely so, 
with some complexions/ said my wife ; ' but it does 
not suit with mine, and I never use it/ ' You are 
much in the right, my dear,' replied I, ' not to play 
with edge-tools. Leave it to the girh' This, which 
was perhaps too hastily said, and seemed to be a se- 
cond part of the Sysigambis, was not kindly taken ; 
my wife was silent all dinner-time, and, I vainly 
hoped, ashamed. My daughter, drunk with drest 
and sixteen, kept up the conversation with herself, 
till the long-wished-for moment of the opera came, 
which separated os, and left me time to reflect upon 
the' extravagances which I had already seen, and 
upon the still greater which I had but too much 
reason to dread. ^ 

From this period to the time of our return to I 
England, every day produced some new and shining > 
folly, and some improper expense. Would to God 
that they had end^ as they began, with our jour- 
ney ! but unfortunately we have imported them all. 
I no longer understand, or am understood, in my 
family. I hear of nothing but le ban ton. A French 
valet de chambre, who, I am told, is an excellent 
servant, and fit for every thing, is brought over to 
curl my wife's and my daughter's hair, to mount a 
dessert, as they call it, and occasionally to announce 
visits, A very slatternly, dirty, but at the same 
time a very genteel French maid, is appropriated to 
the use of my daughter. My meat too is as much 
disguised in the dressing by a French cook, as my 
wife and my daughter are by their red, their pom- 
pons, their ^scraps of dirty gauze, flimsy satins, and 
black calicoes ; not to mention their aflxjcted broken 
English, and mangled French, which, jumbled to- 

VOL. I. K 



98 THB WOELP. 18. 

gether, compose their present language. Mv French 
and EDgliah serrants quarrel daily^ and nght, for 
want of words to abuse one another. My wi^ is be- 
come ridiculous by being translated into French, and 
the version of my daughter will^ I dare say, hinder 
many a worthy £lnglish gentleman from attempting 
to read her. My expense (and consequently my debt) 
increases ; and I am made more unhappy by follies, 
than most other people are by crimes. 

Should you think fit to publish this my case, to- 
gether with some observations of your own upon it, 
I hope it may prove a useM Pharos, to deter private 
) English fiunuies from the coasts of France. 

I am, sir. 
Your very humble servant, 

R. D. 

My correspondent has said cnouffh to caution 
English gentlemen against carrying their wives and 
daughters to Paris; but I shall add a few words of 
my own, to dissuade the ladies themselves from any 
incliiiation to such a vagary. In the first place, I 
assure them^ that oi all French ragouts there is none 
to which an Englishman has so little appetite as an 
English lady served up to him ^ ia Franqoiae. Next 
I beg leave to inform them, that the French taste 
in beauty ia so different iram ours, that a pretty 
Englishwoman at Paris, instead of meeting with that 
admiration which her vanity hopes for, is considered 
only as a handsome corpse; and ii, to put a little life 
into her, some of her compassionate friends there 
should persuade her to lay on a great deal of rouge, 
in English called paint, she must continue to wear it 
to extreme old age ; unless she prefers a spot of real 
yellow (the certain consequence of paint) to an arti- 
ficial one of red. And lastly, I prOf)08e it to their 
consideration, whcUier the delicacy of an English 
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lady's mind may not parbike of tliu nnture of some 
higli-flftvourod wiiwB, which will uot admit of b«ing 
carried abroad, tliuugh, under right inanngemeut, 

tliey are adniirablo at home. 
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so strong does the appetite for them coiitinuoj that, 
as Otway says uo a less delicate occasion, 

ever; rank fuol goes down. 

I am not Burprised that any sketch of human t 
ture, howsoever imjwrfect, should attract tlie atteo* i 
tion of the generality of readers. We are easily de- 
lighted with pictures of ourselves, and are son 
times apt to fancy a strong likeness where there 
not even the least resemUance. Those great mastcm J 
of every movement of the human mind, Homer and - j 
Shakqieare, knew well this propensity of our disposh' ] 
tions, The latter, from the nature of his writings 
had mote frequent opportunities of opening the moafi 
minute avonuea of the heart. The former, thou^ i 
bia province was more confined, has let no occasioQ 
pass of exerting this affecting talent. He has uok 
only contrasted a vast variety rf characters, and giv^ I 
all the passions their full ^tay, but even in tlie stiller 
parts of his work, the similes and descriptions, every 
thing is full of human life. It is the Carian woman 
who stains the ivory ; if a torrent descends from the 
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mmintainSi some cottager trembles at the sound of 
it ; and the fine broken landscape of rocks and woods 
by moonlight has a shepherd to gaze at and ad- 
mire it. 

But it is not with such painters aSx these that I am 
at present concerned. They drew re^ly from na- 
ture ; and ages have felt ana applauded the truth of 
their designs. Whereas our modern artists (if we 
may guess from the motley representations they give 
us of our species) are so far from having studied the 
natures of other people^ that they seldom seem to 
have the least acquaintance with themselves. 

The writers of heroic romance, -or the Loves of 
Philodoxus and Urania^ professedly soar above nc^ 
iure. They introduce into their descriptions trees, 
water^ air, &c. like common mortals; but then all 
their rivers are clearer than crystal, and every breese 
is impregnated with the spices of Arabia. The man- 
ners of their personages seem full as extraordinary 
■to our gross ideas. We are apt to suspect the virtue 
of two young people who are rapturously in love with 
«ach other, and who travel whole years in one an- 
other's company ; though we are expressly told, that 
at the close of every evening, when they retire to rest, 
the hero leans his nead against a knotted oak, whilst 
.the heroine seeks the friendly shelter of a distant 
•myrtle. This, I say, seems to us a little unnatural ; 
however, it is not of dangerous example. There can 
no harm follow if unexperienced persons should en- 
deavour to imitate what may be thought inimitable. 
Should our virgins arrive but half way towards the 
chastity of a Parthenia, it will be something gained ; 
«nd we, who have had learned educations, know the 
power of early prejudices; some of us having emulated 
the public spirit and other obsolete virtues of the old 
.Grecians and Romans, to the age of fifteen or sixteen, 
tflOme of us later, even to twenty .or one-and-twenty. 
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But peace be to the maiica of iUcli-avthora. They 
hare loug tnjoyeil that elysiiun wKidl.^ey so fre- 
queutly <lescribed on earth. The prisewf-race of 
i-oinance' writers ruD unireraally iuto a ild&rent.es- 
treme. They spend the little art they are m^^teif 
of in weaving into intricacies the more famih'sc ari^*-. 
roore comical adreutiirea of a Jad( Slap, or a Bettj^:',-' 
Sallet. These, though they endearour to copy after •' .' 
a very great original, J choose to call our writers ie- 
Inw nature; because very few of them have ae yet 
found out their master's peculiar art of writing upon 
low subjects without writing in a low manner. Ro- 
mances, judiciously conducted, are a very pleasing 
way of conveying instruction to all parta of life. But 
!u> dwell eternally iipon orphan-beggars, and serving 
''ten. of lorn degree, is certainly what I have called it, 
rriting below nature; and is so far from conveying 
■Mtruction, that it docs not even afford amusement. 
' The writers belom nature have one advantage in 
DBmmon with the writers above it, that the originals 
Aey would seem to draw from are nowhere to bo 
mind. The heroes and heroines of the former arc 
ibdoubtedly children of the imagination ; and those 
if the latter, if they are not all of them incapable of 
^ding their own adventures, are at least unable to 
inform us by writing whether the representations of 
C'them are just, aud whether people in their station 
M'did over think or act in the manner they are de- 
b^Mribed to have done. Yet the authors, even in this 
■."tarticular, are not quite so secure as they imagine; 
(i.lbT when, towards the end of the tliird or fourth vo< 
L 'hime, the He or She of the piece (as is usually the 
V^iiustom) emerges into what they call genteel life, the 
l-whole cheat is frequently discovered. From aeeiug 
their total ignorance uf what they are then describing, 
wo on good grounds conclude that they were equally 
uuacquainted with the inferior parts of life, though 



1 



I 



102 ...Wb-woblij. is. 

we arc nnt nl>i.e-io Avfei-t tliv faJsvIiMxI. Biktli, one 

shoulil iinaglub^tJiu uiuiest place in tliu uurlJ to gpt 

a thoruu^'^buwledge uf: and yet 1 have observed^ 

in books •qf.'tliia kiud serersl representations of it lo, 

cxced^vely erroneuuB, that they not only showed the 

/Hit^orl to be entirely ignorant of the manners of 

•*■ 'Jijufig there, but of the geography of the town. 

". '. But it is not the i^orance of these writers wbicli 

*■ ' I would principally complain of; though of that, as 
a censor, you ought to take notice, and ttliould assure 
our young men and youug women that they may read 
fifty volumes of this sort of trash, and yet, according 
to the phrase which is perpetually in their moutlis, 
Unow nolhing of life. The thing I chiefly find fault 
with is their extreme indeceucy. There are certain 
vices which tlie vulgar call fun, and the people of 
fasliiun gallantry ; but the middle rank, anil those uf 
the gentry who continue to go to church, still stigma- 
tize them by the opprobrioua names uf fornication anil 
adultery. These are confessed to be in some measure 
detrimental to society, even by those who practise 
them most ; at least, they are allowed to be so in all 
' but themselves. This being the case, why should 
our novel-writers take so mucli pains to sjjreod these 
enormities? It is not enough to say in excuse that 
they write uonscDse upon these subjects as well as 
others; for nonsense itself is dangerous here. The 
most absurd ballads in the streets, without the least 
glinimertng of meaning, recommend themselves every 
.day both to the great and small vulgar only by ob- 

. scene expressions, Here, therefore, Mr. FitiiTAilain, 
you should interpose your auttiority, and forbid youi 



readers (whom I will supjiose to be all pors4ins who 
,<ao read) even to attempt to open any novel, or ro- 

muace, unlii»iise<l by yuu; unless it should hapgieii 

,tu be stamped Rifluirdnon or Fielilin/,'. 

.. Your power should extend likewise to that inuii- 
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dation of obscenity which is daily pouring in from 
France; and which has too frequently the wit and 
humour of a CrebOloo to support it. The gentlemen, 
who never read any thing else, will, I know, be at a 
loss for amusement, and feel their half-hour of morn- 
ing hang rather too heavy on their hands. But surely, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, when they consider the good of their 
country vj(and all of them have that at heart) they will 
consent te meet a little sooner at the hazard-table, or 
wile awaythe tedious interval in studying new chances 
upon the cards. 

If it be said that the heroic romances, which I have 
recommended for their virtue, are themselves too full 
of passionate breathings upon some occasions, I allow 
the charge ; but am of opinion that these can do little 
more harm to-the minds of young ladies than certain 
books of devotion, which are put into their hands by 
aunts and grandmothers ; the writers of whidi, from 
having suffered the softer passions to mix too strongly 
with their zeal for religion, are now generally known 
by the name of the amorous divines, 

I am, sir. 
Your most humble servant, 

I.T. 
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Though the following letter came a little out of 
time for this week's publication, yet in compliment 
to the subject, as well as in respect to the writer, I 
ordered that a very elaborate essay of my own, al* 
ready at the press, should withdraw and give pkuse 
to it. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR^ 

It is either an observation of my own, or of some 
very wise man, whose name I forget. That where tnic 
learning is, true virtue cannot be far off. The rigid 
and exemplary life which every individual in oilr 
learned professions is so well known to lead might 
be sufficient to evince the truth of this observation, 
if I could content myself with a single argument, 
where many are at hand. To descend a little lower 
than the learned professions, why are all parish-clerks 
orthodox christians, all apothecaries communicative 
men, or all justices of the peace upright men, but as 
their professions arc in some degree akin to divinity, 
physic, and the law ? 

If we carry our inquiries into the city, we shall find 
those vocations, where most knowledge is reouired, to 
be most productive of the civilities of life. Thus the 
merchant who writes his letters in French is a better 
bred man than his neighbour the shopkeeper, who 
understands no language but his own; while the 
shopkeeper, who is able to read and write, and keep 
his accounts in a book, is a more civilized person than 
his landlord at tlie Horns, who scores only in chalk. 
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Wg shitH be more UDd more of this opinion if we 
(<>ok 'A little tDtn the lives and manners of those people 
who have no pretensions tu literature. Who drinks 
or swears more than a country squire ? Who (acc-ord- 
ing to his otrn confession) has been the ruin of so 
many innocente as a fine gentleman P Why (accord' 
ing to Pope) is every woraau a rake in her heart, or 
why (according to truth) ia.aJmost every woman of 
fashion a rake in practice, but from the deplorable 
misfortune of an unlearned educatioa ? 

But the last and beat argument to prove that 
learnhig and virtue are (;ause and effect, remains 
still to be pro<lueed. And here let me ask if, from 
the beginning of time to this present May one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty'three, it has been once 
Lnown that an author was an immoral man ? On 
Jibe contrary, is it not universally allowed that he is 
the most virtuous of mankind P To deny that he is 
the most learned, would be a greater degree of ab- i 
surdity than I can couceire any person to be guilty J 
of; I sliall tlierefore confine myself to his virtues^ | 
What the apostie says of charity, may as truiy be 
said of an autJior; Uc tuffereth long, and k kind; he 
hearetk all (kings; hapeth all thing*; endareth all' 
•ikinga. How ignorant is he . of the ways uf men t 
■How ready to give praise even to the least deservingi 
How distant from tliat source of evil, money 1 How I 
humble in his apparel ! How moderate in his pleusurei! ( 
And above all, how aietemious in diet, and how tem« i 
perate in wine ! It is to the social virtues of an : 
tlior that the present age is indebted for a paper called 
the World, which is not doubted will do more good 
to these nations than all the volumes, eicept the 
sacred ones, which have hitherto been written. 

I am not hinting to you, Mr. Fit7.-A(him, that 
learning is at present in a declining state, and that 
-cuusequently there is less virtue among us than in 
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former times; on the contrary, when were there 
more authors than at present ? I challenge any ago 
to produce half the number. From hence it appears 
that learning is in a very flourishing condition : for 
though the ereat have thought proper long ago to 
withhold their patronage from it, it has pleased Hea- 
ven to raise up very able and zealous persons^ who are 
applying all tneir time and pains to the advancement 
of it^ and to whom its professors may have weekly w>' 
cess, and be assured of encouragement and reward in 
proportion to their merits. Your readers will be, no 
doubt, beforehand with me in naming these patrons 
of learning, who, it is very well known, are the ho* 
nourable atid worshipful the fraternity of booksellers. 

But though I have the greatest veneration for these 
gentlemen, I cannot help being of opinion, that if 
the old patrons, the great, were to unite their en» 
deavours with the new patrons, the booksellers, it 
might accelerate the progress of virtue through this 
island. Every body knows the eflect which a smile^ 
a nod, a shake of the hand, or even a promise from a 
great man, has upon the inventive faculties of aa 
author. In all probability he would sit with more 
serenity, and loll with more grace in a noblemanls 
chariot, than in his bookseller's easy chair: not te 
mention that three courses by a French cook, a des« 
sert, and a bottle of champaigne, are more apt to ex^ 
hilarate the spirits than one or two plain English 
dishes and prosaic port. Provided (as indeed it ought 
always to be provided) that the servants of this ki^le 
pdtron will condescend to hear him now-and-then» 
when he happens to be in want of any thing that is 
in the provmce of the sideboard. 

Who is there among us so ignorant as not to know, 
that the two favourite amusements of gaming and 
adultery would never have found such universsd adf 
mission, if they had not been honoured with the pa^ 
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tronage of people of fasliioa? Thenmnbereofdresaed- 
up nmnkeysand danciug'dogs, whicb hare lately uou- 
tribiited so mueh to our public entertainments, are 
another proof of Vih&t jieople of fashion may brinf 
about, if they determine to be active. But as a cer- 
tain great personage, welt known in the polite world, 
was pleasea of old time to observe of Job (though the 
accusation was a false one) thai he did not serve Gad 
foT nought; so may it be suggested that the great of i 
this generation wiil expect to be paid either in pleasurs 
or profit for their scn-ites to mankind. It is shrewdly! il 
suspected of the booksellers, that tliey have some in-> 
terested views in their encouragemeut of leaming;- 
anil it is my own opinion, that our nobility and oeopla 
of fashion are only eucouragers of vice and folly, a> 
they happen to be paid for it in pleasure. My desiga 
therefore in this letter is, to convince the said peo^oi . 
of fashion, that they are losing a great deal of pteasi 
by diutting their doors against men of learning. 

In the article of eating, for instance (that noblet 1 
pleasure!) who is there so proper to advise with aa / 
one who is acquainted with the kitchens of an A ' 
cius or an Heliogabalus p For tliougli I have a vi 
high opinion of our present taste, I cannot heipi 
thinking that the ancienta were our masters in i 
pensive dinners. Their cooks had an art auionj 
them, which I do not find that any of ours are . 
rived at. Trimalclius's cook, could make a turbotr ■! 
or an ortolan out of hog's-flesh. Nicomedes, kingl'l 
of Bithynia, when he was three hundred miles from r 
sea, longed for a John-dory, and was supplied with I 
a fresh one by his cook the same hour. 1 dare vsiji J 
there are men learned enough in this kingdom, uaden ] 
proper encouragement, to restore to us this invaluable- ' ■ 
secret, lu building and furniture, a man of learning 
might instruct our nobility in the Roman art of ex- 
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pense. Marcus ^inilius Scaunis^ the coal-merchaiit, 
had «ight hundred thousand pounds worth of furni- 
ture burnt in the left wing of his country-house. In 
the article of running in debt we are people of no 
spirit ; a man of learning will tell us that Milo, a 
Roman of fashion^ owed to his tradesmen and others 
half a million of money. 

The ladies will have equal benefit with the men 
from their encouragement of learning. It will be told 
them^ that LoUia Paulina, a young lady of distinction 
at Rome^ wore at a subscription masquerade four hun- 
dred thousand pounds worth of jewels. It is said of 
the same young lady, that she wore jewels to half 
that amount, if she went only in her night-gown to- 
drink tea at her mantua-maker's. Those ladies of 
fashion who have the clearest skins, and who of course 
are enemies to concealment, may be instructed by men 
of learning in the thin silk gauze worn by the ladies 
of Rome, called the naked drapery. Poppaea, the wife 
of Nero, who was fond of appearing in this naked 
drapery, preserved the beautiful polish of her skin by 
using a warm bath of asses milk. In short, a man m 
learning, if properly encouraged, might instruct our 
people of fashion in all the pleasures of Roman luxury^ 
which at present they are only imitating without abi« 
lities to equals 

I have the pleasure of hearing that the gentle- 
nieir at White's are at this very time laying their 
heads together for the advancement of learning ; and 
that they are likely to sit very late upon it for 
many nights. Their scheme, which is a very deep 
one, is to alienate their estates; by which aliena- 
tion it is presumed that their next generation of 
people of fashion will of necessity be tradesmen; 
and as the business of a bookseller is supposed to 
be of a genteeler and more lucrative nature thaft 
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that of a liaberHiisher or a pastry-conk, it is iniagined 
that the most hiinuurable fainilii^s nil! becume book- 
sellers, and, of couTiie, patrons of learning. 

I know but one objection to this scheme, which is, 
that the children of people of fashion are apt to con- 
tract so early an aversion to boots, that they will 
hardly be prevailed upon, even by necessity itself, to 
make them the business of their lives. 

Your reader and moat humble servant, 

H. M. 
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I SHALL only observe upon the following letters, that 
the first relates chiefty to myself, that the second has 
a very serious meaning, and that the third contains a 
hint to the ladies, which I hope will not be thrown 
away upon them. 

TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 

SIH, 

As it is possible I may one time or other be a cor- 
respondent of yours, and may now.and-then perhaps 
hare a strong impulse to pay you a compliment, I aui 
willing lu know how far I may go without giving of- 
fence ; and whether, by the advertisement at the end 
of your first number, you mean to exclude all allusions 
ti) the expression the woRLn,eveD though the turn of 
them should be such, as would be rather treating you 
with civility than otherwise ! As for instance : 

When a man is just upon the point of committing 
a vicious action, may he check himself by this thought. 
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' What will the World say of me ?* May a man be 
tjhreatened, that if he does such a thing, ' The World 
shall know it ?' May it be said, ' That the World 
esteems a man of merit ?' In short, mav the praise 
and censure of the World be made use of without of- 
fence, as arguments to promote virtue, and restrain 
vice? 

I am entirely unacquainted with your situation in 
life ; but if you are a married man, I take the liberty 
to give you one piece of advice. There are certain 
places of public entertainment, which, though they 
may chance to be tolerated by law, it were to be 
wished, for pinidential reasons, were more discouraged, 
and less frequented. Example, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is 
very prevalent ; and the advice I would give you is, 
that whenever you think proper to go to any such 
places for your own amusement, you would leave your 
lady at home ; for there is nothing gives greater en- 
couragement than to have it said, ' There was all the 
World and his wife;' from whence it is concluded 
that all the World and his wife will be there again 
the next time. 

I am, sir. 
Your admirer and humble servant, 

COSMOPHILOS. 
TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 

I could wish with all my heart that you and I were 
a little acquainted, that I might invite you to come 
and take a Sunday's dinner with me. I name Sun- 
day, because! want you to be witness of an evil on 
that day, which possibly, by a constant and sober re- 
sidence in town, you may not be acquainted with. 

It is my misfortune to live in what is called a 
pleasant village upon one of the great roads within 
seven miles of London, where I am almost suffocated 
with dust every Sunday in the summer^ occasioned 
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by tliose crowds of prcntice-boys wlio arc ivhipping 
their liircd hacks to death, or dririiig their crazy 
one-horse chairs against each other, to the great 
dismay of womcD with child, and the mortal liavoc 
of young children. It is a plain case that neither 
tlie fathers nor musters of these young men have 
anv authority oyer them ; if they had, we should 
£iid them in their comptin^-houses, according to the 
custom of sober citizens on that day, posting their 
hooka, and balancing the accounts of tne former week. 
But in my humble opinion, eren this is a custom 
hetter broke through than continued ; for though in- 
dustry is a very valuable quality, and is commonly 
the means of making, what is called in the city, a 
good man of a very knavish one, it may be pushed 
too for; as it most certainly is, when it defeats the 
end and intention of Sunday, which was ordained and 
instituted for a day of rest. 

I can jnst remember, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that before 
Christianity was entirely reasoned out of these king- 
doms, it was a mighty custom tor young folks to go 
to church on that day; and indeed I should have 
thougbt there was no manner of harm in it, if it had 
not been plainly proved, as well by people of fiishion 
as others, that g.iing to church was the most tiresome 
thing in the world ; and that consequently it was 
notoriously perrerting a day set apart solely for rest. 

But while almost every one, in speculation, is 
averse to labour on a Sunday, how strange is it to 
see a lethargic citizen drudging at his books, a de- 
crepit old country couple fatiguing themselves to 
death by walking to church, and their children and 
grandchildren venturing their necks and hara-^siiig 
their bodies by running races upon the road ! I am 
~" r the strict observance of all institutions; and as 
2 happily got rid of the religious prejudices 
'eiathers, I know but one way of keeping 
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Sunday as it ought to be kept ; )>ut unless wbat I 
have to propose be bacbcd by your censorial authority, 
I see DO probability of its tailing effect : I could wish, 
therefore, that you would earnestly recommend to 
both sexes, of every rank and condition, the lying in 
bed all that day. This will indeed be making it a 
day of rest, provided that all single peraona be di- 
rected to lie alone, and that permisBiun be given to 
those who cannot sleep in their beds to go to uhurch 
and sleep there. If this can be brought about, our 
churches may still be kept open, and tbe roads cleared 
of those noisy and dissolute young fellows, who find- 
ing in themselves do inclination to lie still, are 
disturbing the rest of all other people. 

Your t^ing this matter into consideration wilt ob- 
lige all sober observers of Sunday, and particularly. 



TO UK. FITZ-ADAU. 

It is an old saying, but a true one, that a good 
husband commonly makes a good wife. If it waa aa 
true, that a good wife commonly made a good hus- 
band, I am inclined to think that Hymen would wear 
a much brighter countenance among us than vre ge- 
nerally sec him with. 

In all families where I have been an intimate, I 
have taken particular notice of every occurrence that 
has tended to the disturbance of the niatrimouial 
tranquillity ; and upon tracing those occurrences to 
their source, I have commonly discovered that the 
fault was ])rincipa]ly in the husband. 

I have now in my poBsession a calculation of De- 
moivre, made a few years ago, with great labour and 
accuracy, which proves that the good wives, within 
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the weekly bills, have n niajfjrity upon the good hu*-' 
baods of three to one; ami I urn humlily of i)]iin!oa,' 
that if the calculatiou was to be extended to the towns 
and counties remote from Londou, we sliuuld find ihe 
majority at least five times as great. But to tlioss 
husbands who ha.ve never thought of such a calciila' 
tion, and who have little or no acquaiatance with their 
wives, a majority of three to one may be as much ap* J 
they will care to swallow ; especially if it be coiir^ I 
sidered how many fine ladies there are at St. James's/ J 
how many notable wives in the city, and how mau^l 
landladies at Wapping; alt of wbieh, as a frieud (ofl 
mine very justly observes, are exactly the same chs7 1 

But though I am convinced of the truth of this* I 
calculation, I am not so partial to the ladies, partictt-' I 
larly the unmarried ones, as to imagine them without^ I 
fault ; OD the contrary, I am going to accuse them rf ' 
a very great one, which if not put a stop to before fhe 
warm weather comes in, no mortal can tell to what' 
lengths it may be carried. You have already hinted 
at this fault in the sex, under the genteel apiiellation 
of moulting their dress. If the necks, shoulders, &c. 
have begun to shed their covering in winter, what ft J 
general display of nature are we to expect this so 
nier, when the excuse of heat may be alleged in 
vour of such a display ! I called some time ago upon ] 
a friend of mine near St. James's, who, upon my ^- , 
ing where his sister was, told me, ' At ner toilette, , 
unitremng for the ridotto.' That the expression may 
be iutelligible to every one of your readers, I beg 
leave to inform them, that it is the fashion for a lady 
to undress herself to go abroad, and to dress only 
when she stays at home and sees no company. 

It may be urged, perhaps, that the nakedness in 
fashion is intended only to be emblematical of the 
innocence of the present generation of young ladies;' . 
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as we read of our first mother, before the fall^ that 
the was naked and not ashamed; but I cannot help 
thinking that her daughters of these times should 
coonnoe us that they are entirely free from original 
tan, 98 well as actual transgression^ or else be ashamed 
St their nakedness. 

I would ask any pretty miss about town, if she 
ever went a second time to see the wax-work, or 
the lions, or even the dogs and the monkies, with 
the same delight as at first ? Certain it is, that the 
finest show in the world excites but little curiosity 
in those who have seen it before. ' That was a very 
fine picture,' says my lord, ' but J had seen it before* 

* 'Twas a sweet song of the Galli's,' says my lady, 

* hut I had heard it before' ' A very fine poem,' says 
the critic, ' but J had read it before' Let every lady 
therefore take care, that while she is displaying in pub- 
lic a bosom whiter than snow, the men do not look as 
if they were saying, ' 'Tis very pretty, but we have 
Meen it before.' 

I am, sir. 
Your most humble servant, 

S. L. 
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Eton School, May 12, 1753. 

i I Non possum ferre^ Quirites^ 
Oracam urhem Juven. 

SIR, 

You will be surprised, perhaps, at my presumption 
in supposing that you wul pay any regara to the pro- 
ductioo of a puerile pen, or that out of the mouth of 
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bahei and tuckllnga the public will duign to receive 
eitber iostructioD or amuaemcDt ; but huwerer that 
may be, I cannot forbear Acknowledging the obliga- 
tions I owe you, if it be only to convince vou, that 
gratitude is still a school-boy's virtue. You jnust 
know tben, that ever since you made your first ap- 
pearance, I have constantly appropriated the sura of 
two-penccj out of my slender allowance of a shilling 
a week, for the purchase of your paper; and have 
often, while my school-fellows were harping on tlie 
n]<I thread-bare subjects of Greece anu itome, en- 
riched my exercise from your treasure with some 
licely strokes on moderii manners ; but never ao 
mucn to my honour as last week, when the scrap of 
Juvenal prefixed to this letter was our theme. The 
general topic was, declaiming against that old-fa- 
shioned pedantic language called Greek, which, you 
may imagine, was the most popular turn that could 
be given to the subject here; but, for my part, 1 
chose to consider rather the spirit than the letter of 
my author, and to turn my satire against France, 
the Greece of our days; in which view I 'had an op- 
portunity of introducing the description of the tour 
to Paris, which is touched with such an inimitable 
spirit of ridicule by your last week's correspondent. 
Standard wit, like standard gold, will bear a great 
deal of alloy without being totally debased; and the 
proof of it 13, that notwithstanding the disadvantage 
of appearing under the disguise of my Latin poetry, 
the tour to Paris went for the Play. This expression, 
sir, will be jargon to the town in general; but those 
of your readers who hare been educated here will 
know that it means the highest mark of distinction 
that an Eton boy is capable of receiving; when a 
whole holiday is granted to the school in considera- 
tion of the merit of that copy of verses which is 
judged the best, aud to which the panegyric that 
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Horace bestows 

it laboram duice hniwun^ is jiecuIJariy npiili cable; 
Iinaginu wbal exultation of minrl tbc yiiiiiig hero irf 
such a day must feel ; the codmiIous benefactnr of all 
bis little fellow-citizens, who share witli gratitude 
the happiness derived to him from tlie siifxess of hii 
talents ! The verses too are read, tranacribed, re- 
peated; the homage of admiration and of enfy is 
paid bim, and the first emotions of youthful vanitj' 
and ambition are fully gratified. In short, not He' 
nxlutus, reciting that exercise of imagination whicit 
we call liis liistnry, whilst all Greece, assembled in 
the playing-Jleldi at Elis, on the trhole hnlidaij of the 
Olympic games, listened witli silent applause^ no, 
nor (to illuBtratfi my idea by a still siiblimcr image) 
the great Duke of Marllmrough himself, on the 
thanksgiviog'tlay for Blenheim, could taste a purer 
and more cvalteil rapture. 

Forgive this sally, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and let mc join 
with your wittv correspondent in lamenting the de'' 
ficiency of oiiir laws, which do not extend to the pre- 
ventitHi of the evil he exposes, though I cannot concur 
in thinking tliat ridicule will on this occasion supply 
the place of wholesome regulations. 

Whether the remedy I am going to propose will be 
effectual for this purpose, I will not pretend to deter, 
mine ; but I cohrsb it appears, to me at least, so ob-J 
vious, that I am amazed it never occurred to any one 
before. Give mo leave to make one or two previous 
observations, and I will keep you no longer iit sas- 

1 have often heard it remarked, that a great school 
is a miniature of the great world, and that men arc 
nothing else but children of a larger size. If this be 
tnie, which every day's experience seems to justify, 
'' ' ' ''" ' II arguing, that 
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blish order in u hcIiikiI, may be traiisf(.'fred fur Kiniikr 
purposes, with great probability of succesSj ta the use 
of the state ? Now I appeal to common seifte, whether 
rambling abroad, and running out of bounds, are not 
exactly tbe same offeDces; only tbat the one is com- 
mitted by the great children, die other by the little 
ones; and if the discipline of birch is found effectual 
to restrain it iu the latter, why should not the espcri- 
nient be tried at least with the fiirnier? Tlic rod, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, tbe rod is tlie thing, which, if well 
administered, would serve to deter many a raan-diild 
from exposing himself as a rambler, whose callous 
sensations the lash of ridicule could make no im- 
preaiioQ upon. In recommeading this, I am sorry to 
Bay I have the authority of esperience to support me, 
hariug had the misfortune to teel, in my own proper 
person, how efficacious the smart of a little flagella- 
tion is, to correct an inordinate passion for travelling ; 
for the rage of travel, sir, prerails in our little society 
as in your larger one, ana has formerly, when this 
argument a pustcriori was not so frequently used to 
discourage it, manifested itself in perpetual excursions 
to foreign parts; such as Cluer, Datchet, Windsor, 
&-C. at every short interval between school-times, just 
as the grown children of fashion run over to Paris 
during a recess of parliament. But the ceremony of 
an installation was equivalent to a jubilee, and used 
to occasion almost a total emigration, which, 1 assure 
you, was prevented the last time by this salutary ter- 
ror ; a terror which operates so strongly, that though 
there is now-and-then a. clandestine escursimi made 
by some daring genius, yet it is but seldom, and at- 
tended with such trepidation when it happens, as to 
justify the picture which the sweetest of our elegiac 
Dets has drawn of us: 
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lifill as thef run lliey Imik behind, 
Thcj hcur A voicti in evefy windr 
And BDaUjli a fuarful joy. 

It may possibly be objected, that our men-children 
are too big to be whipt like achool-boys ; but if the 
duacriptiun Ik just, which I heard a gcntleinaa at my 
father's give last holidays of our countrymen abroati, 
I \viive you to judge whether they should or not. 
' Strolling over Europe (these were his words), and 
staring about with a strange niisture of raw admira- 
tion and rude contempt ; both equally the effect of 
ignorance and inexperience. Insolently despising 
foreign manners and customs, merely because they 
arc foreign, which yet for the same reason they would 
fain copy, though awkwardly and witliout distmction. 
Untinctured with any sound priDciples of comparison ; 
unreasonably rain, and, by turns, ashamed of their 
native country; trifling, sheepish, and riotous.' What 
are these, Mr, Fite-Adaui, bnt school-boys out of 
bounds? And shall they not be whipt, severely whipt, 
when they return ? It is beneath the dignity of go- 
vernment to inflict a more serious punishment, and 
contrary to its wisdom to conniye at the otfence. 

There is a bill, I am told, depending in parliEt< 
ment, the idea of which, if I am rightly informed, is 
plainly borrowed from our custom of calling nhsenvet 
that is, calling over the list of names, to which each 
boy is expected to appear and answer ; I mean the 
register bill, which it seems establishes an absence to 
be called annually throughout the kingdom : an ad- 
mirable institution, calculated, I suppose, as among 
us, for the detection of these very offenders. Let 
those patriots then, who have conuescended to copy 
one institution of school-policy, adopt the whole jilan; 
for surely to detect without punishing would be 
stopping short of the mark. Suppose then that a bill 
was to be prepared, intituled A» act agomtl ramlling. 
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which may be considered as a prn]>er suppienieDt to 
the vagraut act ; by which a buard shuuld be con- 
stituted, and called the liume board; the president 
and principal members of which are to be chosen out 
of the laudable societj' of Anti-GaJlicans; to whomi 
the proper officers appointed to call absence, ]_ 
suant to the register act, ahall transmit annually ' 
complete lists of absentees in foreign parts, who oni 
their return home shall be liable to be suninioned and ] 
esamined in a summary way before the board, wliose; J 
sentence shall be final. That all going into foreigtt>A 
parts shall not be deemed rambling: but that thl$j| 
legislature may in its wisdom detine the offence, andj^ 
specify certain tokens by which it maybe ascertainedj';! 
such, for instance, as debasing the purity of the En-'iT 
glish language, by a vile mixture of esotic wordi^ I 
iilionis, and phrases; all impertinent and unmeanine'l 
shrugs, grimaces, and gesticulations; the frequ^lt 1 
use of the word canaille, and the least contempt w 
tonly cast on tlie roast beef of Old England. Tt 
should be deemed sufficient evidence to convict a 
offender against this statute, who shall he im 
diately brought to condign punishment, which i 
he hy flagellation after the manner rf the BchoolaJ J 
for which purpose a block, fashioned like ours, way 'I 
be erected on the parade, and an additional salary 
given to the usher of the black rod, to provide ' 
sufficient store of birch, and able-bodied deputies. 
The number of lashes to be proportioned to the crime; 
never less than seven, nor more than one-and-twenty, 
exclusive of the flying cuts as the criminal rises. The ' 
time of execution, for the sake of public example, 
be twelve at noon, and some one member of the Awnitf' j 
board always to attend and intermix proper reproofs 
and admonitions between the cuts, which are to be 
applied slowly and distinctly. — Provided always, that 
nothing in tliis act contained shall extend to jwrsons 
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who cross the seas in order to finish their studies at 
foreign universities; to gentlemen who travel with 
the public spirited design of procuring singers and 
dancers for the opera ; or to such young patriots who 
make the tour of Europe, from a laudable desire of 
discovering the many imperfections of the English 
constitution, by comparing it with the more perfect 
models which are to be found abroad. 

Such, sir, are the general outlines of my scheme ; 
and, yarded with these precautions, I should flatter 
myself it could meet with no opposition. I once 
thought of a private whipping*room for travelling 
females, but in consideration of the voluntary penance, 
which I am told they submit to at their return to 
England, of exhibiting themselves in public places, 
made frightful with all the frippery of France, patched, 
painted, and pomponed, as warnings to the sex, I am 
willing that all farther punishment should be re- 
mitted. To your censure, sir, I submit the whole of 
my scheme. If the foundation I have built upon is 
iT weak one, I have the inexperience of youth to plead 
in my behalf, and the same excuse to allege with the 
simple swain in Virgil, which, as a 8chool<-boy, I beg 
leave to quote : 

Urbem, quam dicunt Romain, Melibcee, putavi 
Stultufl ego huic nostraB gimile m 
Sic caniwt catuiot, similes, &c 

I am, sir. 
Your humble servant. 
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Wit ia with some degree nf pride as well as pleasure 

f. that I see my correspondents multiply eo fast, tliat 

I the task I hare undertaken is beconic almost a siue- 

l^inire. For many weeks past it has been entirely so, 

lUowing only for some little alterations, which I 

Judged it necessary to make in two or three essays ; 

^liberty which I snail never take without the greiitest 

Pl^eaution, and u]N)ii few other occasions than to gire a 

•neral turn to what may be applied to a particular 

sracter. To all men of genius and good humour, 

grho will favour me with their correspondence, I shall 

think myself both honoured and obliged. 

■»- The writer of the following letter will, I am sure, 

forgive me for the few liberties I have taken with 

him. The grievance he complains of is a very gi:eat 

one,' and what I should imagine needs only to be 

M<B>entioned to find redress. 

I ' TO MR. FITZ-AJJAM. 

To gratify the curiosity of a country friend, I ac- 
companied him a few weeks ago to Bedlam ; a place 
which I should not otherwise have visited, as the 
distresses of my fellow-creatures affect me too much 
to incline me to be a spectator of them. I was ex- 
tremely moved at the variety of wretches, H'hn ap- 
peared either sullen or outrageous, melancholy or 
cheerful, according to their different dispositions ; 
and who seemed to retain, though inconsistently, the 
same passions and affections, as when in possession 
of their reason. In one cell sat a wretch upon his 
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etraw, lixiking steadfastly ujwn the grtiiind in Bilent 
despair. lu aiiother the spirit of ambition flashed 
from the eyes of an emperor, wlm strutted the Itappf 
lord of the creation. Here a fearful miser, haviDg in 
fancv concerted his rags to gold, sat counting out )iia 
wealth, and trembling at all who saw him. There 
the prodigal was hurrying up and down his wanl> 
and giving fortunes to tlioinands. On one side a 
atraw-crowned king was delivering laws to his people, 
and on the other a husband, mad indeed, was di<v 
tating to a wife that had undone him. Sudden fits 
of raring interrupted the solemn walk of the melan- 
choly musician, and settled de3])air sat upon the pal- 
lid umntenance of the love-sick maid. 

To those who have feeling minds, there is nothing 
80 affecting as sights like these; nor can a bcttei*' 
lesson be taught us in any part of the glot>c tlian itl ' 
this school of misery. Here we may ncc the mighty' 
reaainers of the earth, below even the insects that 
crawl uj>on it ; and from so humbling a sight we uiaT * 
learn to moderate our pride, and to keep those pas^^ 
aions within bounds, which, if too much indulged,' * 
would drive reason from her seat, and level us witli ' 
the wretclies of this imliappy mansion. But 1 am 
sorry to say it, curiosity aud wantonness, miwe than 
a desire of instruction, cari'y the majority of ntecta- 
tors to this dismal place. It was in the Easter- 
week that I attended my friend there ; when, to mji 
great surpriae, I iuund a hundred people at leas^ * 
who, having paid their two-pence a-piece, were suf-'! 
fared unattended to run rioting up and down the | 
wards, making sport and dii'ersion of the miserable ' 
inhabitanta ; a cruelty which one would think hu- 
man nature hardly (9))able of! Surely if the utmost 
misery of mankind is to be made a sight of for gain, 
those who are the governors of this hospital sliould ' 
take care that proper persons are appointed to at- 
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tend tho gpectators, and not siifler indecencies to be 
oiRimitted, wliich would shock the humanity of the 
savage Indians. I saw some nf the poor wretches 
prorolied by the insults of this holiday mob into 
furies of rage; and I saw the poorer wretchesj the | 
spectators, in a loud Taugh of triumph at the ravings. 1 
tJiey had occasioned. 

In a country where Christianity is, at least, ] 
fessed, it is strange that humanity should, i 
stance, so totally have abandoned us: for liowever 
trilling this may appear to some particular persons, I 
cannot help looking upon it as a reflection upon the 
nation, and worthy the consideration of all good men. 
I know it is a hard task t« alter the wanton disposi- 
tions of mankind ; but it is not hard for men ia 
power to binder people from Tenting those disposi- 
tions on the unhappy objects in question, of whom 
every governor is tne guardian, and therefore bound 
to protect them from so cruel an outrage, which is not 
only injurious to the poor wretches themselves, but is 
also an insult upon human nature. 1 hope, therefore, 
that for the future the governors of this noble charity 
will think themselres obliged, in conscience and hi>< 
nour, to rectify an abuse which is so great a discredit 
to it: or if they continue rcgardlesa of it, that you, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, will pronounce every individual of 
them to be an accomplice in the Imrbarity. 

And now, sir, tJiat I am on the subject of madness, 
give me leave to hint to you an opinion which I have 
often entertained, and which my late visit to Bedlam 
has again revived, that the maddest people in this 
kingdom are not m but nut of Bedlam, i have fre- 
quently compared in my own mind the actions of 
certain persons whom we daily meet with in the 
world, with those of the inhabitanta of Bedlam, who, 
properiy speaking, may be said to be out of it ; and 
I know of no other diffurencc between them, than 
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ttiat tlic furnii-r ni'e luaA with their reason about 
tfaein, ojiil the latter so from the misfortune of 
liaving l("st it. But what is extraordinary in this 
age, when, to its honour be it spoken, charity is be- 
come ^hionable, the»e uiihBp])y wret^^hea are suf- 
fered to nin loose about the town, raising riots in 
public assoniblieH, beating conBtables, breaking lamps, 
(lamDing parsons, affrontinK modesty, disturbiDg fa- 
milies, and destroyiDg their own fortuues and i»n- 
stitutions : and all this without nay provision beiDg 
made fur them, or the least attempt to cure tfaem H 
this madness in their blood. 

The miserable objects I am speaking of are di- 
vided into two classes ;|the»ira of spirit about town, 
and the bac/tt: the men of spirit nave some glimmer- 
ings of uaderatanding; the bucks none : the former 
are demoniacs, or people po38esse<l; the latter are 
uniformly and incurably mad. For the reception 
and conliiiemcnt of both these classes I would humbly 
propose that two very spacious buildings be erected, 
the one called the hospital for men of spirit, or de- 
moniacs ; and the other the hospital for bucks, or in- 
curables. Of these hospitals I would have the keepers 
uf our Bridewells appointed governors, with full 
powers, of constituting such deputies or sub-governora, 
as to their wisdom should seem meet. That after 
such hospitals are built, proper officers appointed, 
and doctors, surgeons, apothecaries, and mad nurses 
provided, all young noblemen and others within the 
bills of mortality, having common sense, who shall 
be found offending against the rules of decency, either 
in the cases above-mentioned, or in others of a, similar 
nature, shall immediately be conducted to the hospi- 
tal for demoniacs, there to be exorcised, physicked, 
and disciplined into a proper use of their senses; 
and that full liberty be granted to all persons what- 
•oerer to visit, laugh at, and mako sport of these 
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demoniacs, without letl or molestation from any of 
the keepers, acoorditig to the present custom of Bed- 
lam. To the buck hospital tot incurablea I would 
have all such persons conveyed that are mnd through 
folly, ignorance, or conceit; there to be shut up for 
life, not only to be prevented from doing mischief, 
but from exposiiig in their own persons the weak- 
nesses a:id miseries of mankind. These iucurables, 
on no pretence whatsoever, to be visited or ridiculed ; 
as it would be alti^ether as inhuman to insult tijc 
unhappy wretches who never were possessed of their 
senses, as it is to make a jest of tliose who have un- 
fortunately lost them. 

The building and endowing these hospitals I leave 
to the projectors of ways and means ; contenting my- 
self with having communicated a scheme, which, if 
carried into esecution, will secure us from those 
Awarms of madmen which arc at present so much the 

I^iead and disturbance of all public places. 
,. I,m,dr, 

■ "i our constant reader, 

|> And most humble servant. 
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I sajtLt. not at present enter into tbe great question 
between tbe aucieuts and the modems ; much les.'f 
shall I presume to decide upon a point of tliat ini- 
portiiQce, which has been the subject of debate among 
the learned from the days of Horace down to ours. 
To make my court to the leorucd, I will lament tbe 
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gradual decay of huoiBD nature, fur these last sixteoii 
fenturiesj but at the same time I will do jiistiiM! tu 
my cuiitcDiporaries, and give them their due Kharc of 
praise, where they have either struck out new in- 
ventionti, or improved aod hrought iild ones to jver- 
fection. Some of them I shall now mention. 

Tlie most zealous aud partial advocate fur the 
ancients will not, I believe, pretend to dispute the 
infinite superiority of the muderna in the art of heal- 
ing. Hippoeratea, Celsus, and Galen, had no speci- 
fics. They rather endeavoured to relieve than pre- 
tended to cure. As fur the astonisliing cures of 
^sculapiua, I do not put them into the account : 
they are to be ascribed to his power, not to his skill : 
he was a god, and his divinity was his nostrum. But 
how prodigiously have my ingenious contemporaries 
extended the bounds of medicine ! What nostrums, 
what specifics have they not discovered ! Collectively 
ftJiisidered, they insure not only perfect health, but, 
by a necessary consequence, immortality ; iusumucli 
that I am astunished, when 1 still read in the weekly 
bills the great number of people who choose to die of 
such and such distempers, for every one of which 
there are infallible and specific cures, not only ad- 
vertised, but atteste<l in ail the public newspajwrs. 

When the lower sort of Irisii, in the most un- 
civilized parts of Ireland, attend the funeral of a de- 
ceased friend or neighbour, before they ^ve the last 
parting howl, they expostulate with the dead body, 
and reproach him with having died, notn' it h standing 
that he hod an excellent wile, a milch cow, seven fine 
children, and a competency of potatoes. Now though 
all these, jiarticularly the excellent wife, are very gt»d 
things in a state of perfect health, they cannot, as I 
apprehend, be looked upon as preventive either of 
sickness or of death ; but with how much more rea- 
son may we expwtulatt! with, and censure tfautw uf . 
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s, who, either from obstiuacy or 
his great metropolis, or indeed in 

s kiDgdom, trheo they may prevent or cure, at ai , 
trifliag expense, not only all distempers, but even old ' ' 
age and death itself! The renovaliitg elixir infallibly 
restores pritdae yotUh and vigour, be the patient ever , 
no old and decayed; and that without loss of time or 
business; whereas the same operation among the an- 
cients was both tedious and painful, as it required a' 
thorough boilins of the patient. 

The most inflammatory and intrepid fevers fly at, 
the first discbarge of Dr. James's powder; and adri^ ' 
or pill of the celebrated Mr. Ward corrects all tlu) i 
malignity of Pandora's box. . i 

Ought not every man of great birth and estatei ' 
who for many years has been afflicted with the po*."' 
terootania, or rage of having posterity, a distemper ' 
very common among persons of that sort ; ought hs 
not, I say, to be ashamed of having no issue male b 
Herpetuate his illustrious name and title, when for H 
sniull a sum as thTee-and-sist)enoe he and his ladf .1 
might be supplied with a sufficient quantity of the • 
mvifying drops, which infallibly cure imbecility ii 
men, and barrenness in women, though of never e 
long standing? 

Another very great discovery of the moderns in 
the art of healing is, the intkllible cure of the king's 
evil, though never so inveterate, by only the touch 
of a lawful king, the right heir of Adam ; for that 
is essentially necessary. The ancients were unac- 
quainted with this inestimable secret : and even So- 
lomon the son of David, the wisest of kings, knew 
nothing of the matter. But our British Solomon, 
King James the First, a son of a David also, was no 
stranger to it, and practised it with success. 

This fact is sufficiently proved by experience: but 
if it wanted any corrdmratiug testimony, wc have 
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thtA of the ingenious Mr. Carte, who, in liia incom- 
parable History uf Euglantl, asserts (and tliat m a 
marginal note too, vliich is always more material 
than the test) that he knew somebody, who was ra- 
diedly cured nf a most obstinate king's evil, by the 
touch of tomebody. As our sagaciouB historian does 
not eren intimate that this somebody took any thing 
of the other somebody for the cure, it were to he 
wished that he had named this somebody, mid his 
place of abode, for the benefit of the poor, who are 
now reduced, and at some expense, to liavc recourse 
to Mr. Vickers the clergyman. Besides, 1 fairly con- 
fess myself to be personally interested in this inrjuiryi 
since this aomebtidy must necessarily be the risbt 
heir of Adajn, and consequently I must Iiare the no- 
nour of being related to him. 

Our laborious neighbours and kinsmen, the Ger- 
mans, are not without their inventions and happy 
discoveries in the art of medicine ; for they laugh at 
a wound through the heart, if they can hut apply 
their powder of sympathy not to the wouua it- 
self, but to the sword or bullet that made it. 

Having now (at least in my own opinion) fully 
proved the superiority of the modems over the an- 
cients in ttie art of healing, I shall proceed to some 
other particulars, in which my contemporaries will as 
justiv claim, and I ho[ie be allowed the preference. 

The ingenious Mr. Warhurton, in his Divine Le- 
gation of Moses, very justly observes, that hierogly- 
phics were the beginning of letters ; but at the same 
time he candidly allows that it was a very trouble- 
some and uncertain method of communicating one's 
ideas; as it depended in a great measure on the 
writer's skill in drawing (an art little known in those 
days); and as a stroke too much or too little, too 
high or too low, might be of the most dangerous 
consequence, in religion, business, or love. Cadmus 
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remuvetl this difficulty by liis invention uf utiLK|ui vocal 
letters; but tiien lie removed it too mucli; fur those 
letters ur marlia beiag the same throughout and fised 
alphabetical I J', soon became generally knowo, and 

Erereoted that secrecy whicli in many cases was to 
e \vished for. This inconTeniency suggested to the 
ancients the invention of crj'ptography and stegano- 
graphy, or a mysterious and unintelligible way of 
writing, by the help of which none but the corre- i 
sponding parties who liad the key could decypher the I 
matter. But human industry soon refined upon thi|t 
too; the art of decyphering was discovered, and th« j 
still of the decypherer baffled all the labour of the . 
cypherer. The secrecy of all literary correspondency I 
became precarious, and neither business nor lovq ' 
could any longer be safely trusted to paper. Suol) ' 
for a considerable time was the unhappy state of ] 
letters, till the deau monlte, an inventive race of | 
people, found out a new kind uf cr^-ptography, oc 
steganography, unknown to the ancients, and free 
from some of their inconveniencies. Lovers in general 
made use of it; controversial writers commonly; 
and ministers of state sometimes, in the most im- 
portant despatches. It was writing in such an un- 
mlfUigiblc manner, and with, such obscurity, that 
the corresponding parties themselves neither under- 
stood, nor even guessed at each other's meaning; 
which was a most eficctual security against all the 
accidents to which letters are liable by being either 
mislaid or intercepted. But this method too, 
though long pursued, was also attended with some 
inconveniencies. It frequentlj' produced mistakes, 
by scattering false lights upon that friendly dark- 
ness, so propitious to business and love. But our 
inventive neighbours, the French, have very lately 
removed all these inconveniencies, by the happy dis- 
covery of n new kind of jiaiwr, as pleasing to the 
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eye, and an comlndvo to the despatch, the cIcameSB, 
and at tlif same time tlie secrecy of al] literary 
correspondence. My worthy friend Mr. Dodslcv 
lately brought me a sample of it, upnn which, if I 
mistake not, he will make very considerable im- 
prorements, as my countrymen often do upon the 
mreutioiis of other nations. Thix sheet of paper 
I conjettured to be the ground-work and principal 
materiul of a tender and passionate letter from a 
fine {^tleman to a fine lady; though in truth it 
might Tcry well be the whole letter itself. At the 
top of the first page was delineated a lady with Fcry 
red cheeks, and a very large hoop, in the fashion- 
able attitude of knotting, and of making a very gen- 
teel French courtesy. This evidently appears to 
ntand for iiindnm, anil saves the time and trouble of 
writing it At the bottom of the third page was 

fainted a very line well~drcst gentleman, with his 
at under hia left arm, and his right hand upon his 
heart, bowing moat respectfully low; which single 
figure, by an admirable piece of brachygraphy or 
short-hand, plainly conveys this deep Hcnse, and 
stands instead of these many words, I have the ho* 
nour to be, teith lie tenderent and warmeal sentimmtt, ' 
mndam, your tnoit inviolably attached, fa'ahfvl hum- 
ble gervant. The margin of the paper, which waa 
about half an inch broad, was very pro])erly deco- 
rated with all the emblems of triumpKant beauty, 
and tender suffering pawiion. Groups of lilies, roses, 
jiearls, corals, suns, and stars, were intermixed 
with chains, bearded shafts, and bleeding hearts. 
Such a sheet of paper, I confess, seems to me to be 
a complete letter ; and I would advise all fine gen- 
tlemen, whose time I know is precious, to avail 
themselves of this admirable invention: it will save 
them a great deal of time, and perhaps s<ime 
thought; and I uauuot help thinking, that were 
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they even to take tlie trnuble of filling up tlie paper 
irith the teodcrest sentiments of tlieir hearts, or the 
most sliining flights of their fancy, they would add 
no eoergy or delicaty to those types and symbols of 
tlie lady's conquests, and their own captirity and 
sufferings. 

These blank letters (if I may call them so, when 
they convey so much) will mock the jealous curio* 
sity of husbands and fathers, who will in rain hold 
them to the fire to elicit the supposed juice of l&i 
mon, and upon whom they may afterwards pass 6a 
a piece of innocent pleasantry. 

The dullest of my readers must, 1 am sure, by" 
this time he aware, that the utility of this invention 
extends, tmitalit mvtandk, to whatever can be the 
subject of letters, and with much less trouble, anA 
much more secrecy, propriety, and elegancy, thant 
the old way of writing. •■' 

A painter of but moderate skill and fimcy mw>'4 
in a very short time have reams of readv-paintcwl J 
paper by him to supply the demands of tlie states-i- J 
man, the divine, and the lorer. And I diink it mV 
duty to inform the public, tliat my good friend 
Mr. Dodsley, who has long complained of the de- 
cay of trade, and who loves, with a prudent regard "i 
to his own interest, to encourage every useful omM 
leution, is at this time learning to paint with moskv 
unwearied diligence and application ; and I mak« ' 
no doubt but that in a very little time he will be ■\ 
able to furnish all sorts of persons with the very best ■«' 
ready-made goods of that kind. I warned him in- f 
deed against providing any for the two learned pro- 4 
fessinns of the law and physic, which I apprehend' 
-would lie upon his hands. One of them being al- ' 
ready in possession (to speak in their own style) of 
a more brachygraphical, erj'ptographical, and ste- 
ganugraphical secret, in writing their warrants; 
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and the other not willingly admitting brevity, in any 
shape. Otherwise what innumerable skins of parch- 
ment and lines of writing might be saved in a 
marriage-settlement^ for instance, if the first- four- 
teen of fifteen sons, the supposed future issue, law- 
fully to be begotten of that happy marriage, and 
upon whom the settlement is successively made, 
were to be painted every one a size less than the 
other upon one skin of parchment, instead of being 
enumerated upon one hundred, according to priority 
of birth, and seniority of age; and moreover the 
elder, by a happy pleonasmus, always to take be*^ 
fore, ana be preferred to the younger ! but this u^- 
fiil alteration is more to be wished than expected, 
for reasons which I do not at present think proper 
to mention. 

I am sensible that the government may possibly 
object, that I am suggesting to its enemies a method 
of carrying on their treasonable correspondences 
with much more secrecy than formerly. But as my 
intentions are honest, I should be very sorry to 
have my loyalty suspected: and when I consider 
the zeal, ana at the same time the ingenuity of the 
Jacobites, I am convinced that their letters in this 
new method will be so charged with groves of 
oaken boughs, white roses and thistles interwoven, 
that their meaning will not be obscure, and conse- 
quently no danger will arise to the government from 
this new and excellent invention. 
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I IIAVI: the pleasure of iafomimg my fair corre^ J 
spomlent, that her petition, contained in the follow- ] 
ing letter, is granted. T wish I could as easily rM 1 
at«re to her what she has lost. But to a mind likj | 
Iiere, bo elevated! bo harmonized! time and the con. 
sciousnesB of so much purity of intention will bring ', 
relief. It must always aiford her matter of the moA 
pleasing reflection, that her aoul had no participation 
with her material part in that particular act which 
she appears to mention with so tender a regret. But 
it is not my intention to anticipate her story, by en- 
deavouring to console her. Her letter, 1 hope, will 
I'aution all young ladies of equal virtue with herself 
against that excess of complaisance with which they 
jtre sonietimes too willing to entertain tlieir lovers. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM- 

I have not the least iil-will to your trieud Mr. 
Dodaley, whom I nerer saw in my life ,- but I address 
myself to your equity and good nature, for a small 
share only rif your favour and recommendation in that 
new and Taluable branch of trade, to which you have 
informed the public he is now applying himself, and 
which I hope you will not think it reasonable that he 
should monopolize. I mean that admirable short and 
secret method of communicating one's ideas by in- 
genious emblems aud representations of the pencil, 
instead of the rulgar and old method of letters bv the 
pen. Give me leave, sir, to state my case ana mv 
quaJifications to you : I am sure you will decide with 
justice. 
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r am the daughter of a dcrs>niaiii "liu, haring 
had a very good living, gave me a giind cducatioD^ 
and left me no fiirtiinc. I had naturally a turn to 
reading and drawiug : my father encouraged and afrj. 
sisted me in the one, allowed nic a master to in* 
struct me in the other, and I made an uncommoa 
progress in them both. My heart was tender, auq 
my sentiments were delicate; perhaps too much aa- 
for my rank in life. Thisdisgrneition ledme tostuctw 
chiefly tliose treasures of sublime honour, spotle^ 
virtue, and refined sentiment, the volumiooug n>^ 
mances of the last century; sentiments from which^ 
I thank Heaven, I have never deviated. From ^ 
aympathizing softness of soul, hownflen have 7 wen 
over those afTcctinc distresses! How have I sharec 
the panes of the cliaste and Inrely Mariamne upol 
the deaUi of the tender, the faithful Tiridates! Aai 
how has my indignation been excited at the unfalth^ 
fill and ungenerous historical misrepresentations af- 
the gallant first Brutus, who was undoubtedly th^l 
tenderest lover that ever lived ! My drawings took: 
the same elegant turn with my reading. I paintedj 
aJl the most moving and tender atones of charm-/ 
ing Ovid's Metamorphoses ; not without aometimeiJ' 
mingling my tears with my colours. I presented 
some fans of my own painting to several ladies ii^ 
the neighbourhood, who were jileased to commend.' 
both the execution and the designs. The latter X, 
always took cure should be moving, and at tlie sama' 
time irreproachably pure ; and I found means even 
to represent with unhlemished delicacy the un- 
happy passion of the unfortunate PasipliaS. With 
this turn of mind, this softness of soul, it will Itc 
suppnned that I lovc<l, I did so, sir ; tenderly and 
truly I loved. Why should I disown a passion, whic! 
when clarified as mine was from the impure dre] 
of sensuality, is the noblest and must generous sei 
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timentof the human breast? O! that the fiUse heart 
of the dear deceiver, whose pertidious vows Iwtrayed 
mine, had been but as pure ! The traitor was quar- 
tered with his troop of dragoons in the town where 
I lived. His pereon was a happy compound of the 
manly strength of a hero, and all the softer graces of 
aJorer; and I thought that I discovered in him, at 
first sight, all the courag;e aod all the teuderncss of 
Oroondates. My figure, which was not bad, it seems 
pleased him as much. He sought and obtained my 
acquaintance. Sood by his eyes, and soon after by 
his words, he declared his passion to me. My blushes, 
tny conftisinn, and my silence, too plainly spoke mine. 
Good gods! how tender were his words! how lan- 
guishingly soft his eyes ! with what ardour did he 
enatch and press my hand! a trifling libertr, which 
one cannot decently refuse, and .for whicli refusal 
there is no precedent. Sometimes he addressed me 
in the moving words of Varanes, sometimes in the 
tender accents of Ca^talio, and sometimes in the 
warmer language of Juba; for he was a very good 
scholar. In short, sir, a month was not past before 
he pressed for what he called a proof of my passion. 
I trembled at the veir thought, and reproached him 
with the indelicacy ot it. He persisted; and I, in 
compliance with custom only, hinted previous mar- 
riage : he urged love ; and I was not vulgar enough 
to refuse to the man T tenderly loved the proof he 
required of my passion. I yielded, it is tnic; but it- 
was to sentiment, not to desire. A few months gave 
me reason to suspect that his passion was not quite 
BO pure; and within the year the perfidious wretch 
convinced me that it had been merely sensual : for 
upon the removal of his troop to other quarters, he 
took a cold leave of me, and contented himself with 
saying, that in the course of quarters he hoped to 
have the pleasure, some time or other, of seeing me 
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useless metaphysics, into uuninion life tintl f^miiliar 
artd. Id order nuire fully to display the beautiex of x 
just Bini[ilicity, tn which the preseot age seems not 
to pay a proper regard in various instances, 

Nothiog can be more tiresome and nauseuus to a 
virtuoso of a true judgment and a just eye in paint- 
ing than the gaudy glitter of florid colours, and a 
vast profusion of light, unsubdued by shade, and 
undiversilied with tints of a browner cast. It is re- 
corded, that some of the capital pieces of Ajwilea 
were wrought iu four culuuni only. This excellent 
artist invented also a kiud of darltentng varnish, that 
might temper and chastise all dazzling spleoilor and 
unnecessary glaJV, and might give, as Plinv expresses 
it, a modesty and austerity to his worKs. Those 
who have been unaccustomed to the best models are 
usually at first more delighted with the productions 
of the Flemish than the Italian school; and prefer 
Rubens to Rajihae], till they feel by experience, 
that luscious and gay colouring defeats the very end 
of the art, by turning the attention from its prin- 
cipal excellencies; that is, from truth, simplicity, 
and design. 

If these observations are rightly founded, what 
shall we sav of the taste and judgmeut of those 
ivho spend their tires and their fortunes in collecting 
pieces, where neither ]>erspectiFe, nor proportion, 
nor conformity to nature are observed ; I mean the 
extravagant lovers and purchasers of China and 
Indian screens. I saw a sensible foreigntr asto- 
nished at a late auction, icith the exorbitant prices 
given for these splendid deformities, as he called 
them, while an exquisib; painting of Outdo jiassed 
jiDDOticcd, and was set aside as unfashionable lum- 
ber. Happy should I think myself to be able to 
convince the fair connoisseurs that make the greatest 
|)art of Mr. Langfurd's auiliences, that uo genuine 
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beauty is to be found in whimsical and grotesque 
figures, the nionstrouB offspring of wild imagination, 
undirecteil by nature and truth. 

It is of equal couaequence to observe sti»iilicity 
in architecture as in painting. A multiplicity of 
minute oraameDtB; a vast rariety of angles and carl- 
ties ; clusters of tittle columns, and acrowd of windows, 
,ire what distinguishes meanness of manner in build- 
ing from greatness; that is, the Gothic from tie 
Grecian ; in which every decoration arises from ne- 
cessity and use, and eTery pillar has something to 
support. 

Marie bo<r the dread PaalliCBa Btanda, 
Amid the domes af modern handfil 
Amid the toys of idle sUle, 
How limpty, how gevcrely great ! 

says tbe celebrated author of tbe ode to Lord Hunl^ I 
ingdon. Nothing therefore nffends me more tban J 
tu behold the revival of this barbarous taste, in ai^ J 
veral villas, temples, and pleasure-houses, that dif ■ 
grace the neighbourhood of this metropolis. Nay, 
sometimes in the front of the same edifice to find at 
Grecian plan adulterated and defiled by the unn»> i 
tural and impure mixture of Gothic whimsies. 



Whoever considers the latest iraportatioi 
music and musicians from Italy, will be convinced' 1 
that the modern masters of that country have lost 
that beautiful simplicity, which is generally the 
ornament of every musical composition, and which 
really dignified those of their predecessors. They 
have introduced so many intncatc divisions, wild 
variations, and useless repetitions, without any ap- 
parent neceusity arising cither from the words or 
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from any other iiiciilcnt, that the chief ambition of 
the composer seems to be rather to siu^riM the ear 
than tu please the juilgmeat ; and that of the per- 
former, to ahow his exeLiitioii rather than hia ex- 
preHsion. It is from these motives that the hearer 
IS often coafounded, but not delighted, with sudden 
and unnatural transitions from the key, and returns 
to it aa unnatural an the transitions themselves; 
while pathos, the soul of music, is either unknown 
or totally neglected. Those who have studied the 
works of Correlli among the modem ancients, and 
Handel in the present age, know that the most af- 
fecting passages of the former owe their excellence 
to simplicity alone ; and that the latter under- 
stands it as well, and attends to it as mucli, though 
he knows when to introduce with propriety those 
niceties and refinements, which, for want of that 
propriety, we condemn in others. 

In every species of writing, whether we consider 
style or sentiment, simplicity is a beauty. The 
perfection of language, says the great father of cri- 
tidam, consists in its being perspicuous but not low. 
A redundancy of metaphors, a heap of sounding 
aod florid epithets, remote allusions, sudden flashes 
of wit, lively and epigrammatic turns, dazzle the 
imaginations and captivate the minds of vuigar 
readers, who are apt to think the simple manner 
unanimat^d and dull, for want of Iieing aojuainted 
with the models of the great antique. Xenophoa 
among the Greeks, and Cssar among the Romans, 
are at once the purest and most simple, as well 
as the most elegant writers, any age or nation can 
produce. Nudi eniin sant, reed, et venuiti, omni 
ornatu orathnis, taix/nam vfsle, deCraclo. Among 
ourselves, no writer has perhaps made so happy and 
judicious a mixture of plain and figurative terms as 
Addison, who was the first that banished from the 
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En^lisli, as BuJleau from the French, every species 
of bad elwjucDce and false wit, and opened the gates 
of the Temple of Taste to his fellow-citizens. 

It seems to be the fate of polished nations to de- 
generate and depart from a simplicity of senti^ 
ment. For when the first and most obvious thoughts 
have been pre-occupied by former writers, their 
successors, by straining to be original and neM', 
abound in far-fetched seDtimenta and forced con- 
ceits. Some late instances in men of genius (for 
none but these are capable of committing this fault) 
give occasion to us to deprecate this event. I must 
add, under this he:id, that simplicity of fable is 
an indispensable quality in every legitimate drama. 
We are tim ntuch enamoured with what is called 
intrigue, business, and bustle, in our plays. We 
are disgusted with the thinness, that is, the unity of 
3 pfot. We must enrich it with episodes or under- 
charactersj and we never consider liow much our 
attention is diverted and destroyed by different 
objects, and our ptty divided and weakened by an 
intricate multiplicity of events and of persons. The 
Athenians, therefore, who could relish so simple 
& plot as that of the Philoctet«s of Sophocles, had 
certainly either more patience or more good sense 
(I will not determine which) than iny present coun- 
trymen. 

If we rai« our thoughts to a subject of more im- 
portance than writing, I mean dress; even in this 
sublime science, simplicity should ever be re- 
garded. It might be thought presumption in me to 
censure any part of Mi3s****'s dress last night lit 
Ranelagh ; yet I could not help condemning that 
profusion of ornament, which violated and destroyed 
the unity an<l ri oAo» (a technical term borrowed 
from the toilette) of so accomplished a figure. 

To finish my panegyric on simplicity in a man- 
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ijcr that I tiiow is agreealile to tny fair ri^aders, I 
mean with a Btroke of mortJity, 1 would observe, 
that if this quality was venerated as it ought to be, 
it wonid at onee banisli from the earth aU artifice 
and trcacliL-iy, double-dealing and deceit. Let it 
therefore he eBtablished us a maxim, that simplicity 
is of equal importance in morab and in taste. 
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TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 

The forming separate societies in order to exer* 
cise the great duty of aelf-mortiflcation, seems to 
me to be one of Ilie most general and prevailing 
tendencies in human nature. For even in those 
i-ountries where the freedom of the laws, or the 
ill execution of them, or the licentiousness of man* 
ners, has given a sort of public sanction to a lew^ 
severe discipline, in England itself, what numeroiii' 
sectaries have subsisted upon this disposition of the 
humnn mind I 

Zt is upon this principle that the various and op>. 
posite tenets of different ay stems are built. MalitH ' 
met, Confiiciufl, and other religious law-givers; the' 
founders of larger societies, or smaller communities, 
have availed themselves of this biiis in the mind <A 
man ; which, at one time or other, is sure to drair 
him with more than ordinary force. 

If ambition occupies, if love monopolizes, if in- 
dolence stiipifies, if literature amuses, if pride ex- 
pands, or humility condenses the immortal spirit of 
m:vn ; if revenge animates, if a softer seDsation mol- 
lifies, if trifles annihilate, if domestic cares engage. 



27. 



THE WORLD. 



143 



if dresa and equipage possess the divine mind nf 
women; these pasaious will, sooner ur later, moat 
certainly subside in both, and give i>lace to that 
impulse which begets various kinds of mortified 
communities in different climes and countries. 
Hence such miiltltudes, in a neighboixring country, 
pass the last periods of their lives in the monastic 
severities of the strictest devotion ; and hence it 
likewise is, that we see such numbers in our own 
country expose themselves to midnight damps at 
Vauxhall, and to be pressed to death by well-dressed 
mobs at routs. 

Indeed, the more we consider the human species, 
from the rude savage up to the most poli shea cour- 
tier, the more we shall be persuaded of this general 
r natures to acts of voluntary mor- 



tendency iu 
tificatiou. 

But what [ 
erection of t 



puts this matter out of all dirabt is the 
; monasteries, within many of our 
le most conspicuous jiarta of this 
great metropolis. 

1 hope your country protestant readers will not 
be too much alarmed ; I can assure them that they 
pay no Peter-pence. They are formed at present of 
societies composed entirely of males; but we hope., 
it will not be long before they cither open the arnui | 
of their communities for the reception of females, or ji 
that the ladies, excited by their esample, and ani>.*^ 
mated by the same principles, will form semiDarieB J 
for their own sex, and that some departing matT^Hi 
may be prevailed upon to found a, charity for this 



3 desirable a community, 
it may not here be improper to offer a legal clause to 
be inserted in any last will or testament ; viz. ' I, A. B. 
sptDster or dowager, being tired of all men, and hav- 
ing uo mortal to whom 1 have reason to nish well ; 
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having settled a competent prurision on my birds, 
(logs, ituil cats, do leave the Bum of piiunds, 

tnwards the erecting a building, and the CstablishiDg 
It aociety for the foil owine purposes, &c. &c. &c.' 

Nuir as soon aa a suBdent number of holy rIb' 
tera ahall be collected, I thiuk they cannot do mote 
wisely than to form their new seminary upon th^ 
model of one of those three great monasteries so 
lately founded ; nor would I advise them to vary 
much from those plans, as the diflerence of male 
and female will always be, tu thoae who contem- 
plate tilings profoundly, a sufficient badge of di- . 
stiuction. 

For the direction, therefore, of these future lady 
abbesses, it will be necessary to give them some 
account of the three monastic societies beforc^i i 
mentioned ; which will appear to owe their rise en- ; 
tirely to that innate love of separate clan-ship and 
Bclf-mortifi cation, which, according to my presenti 
inuxim, is universally implanted in the uumaB' 
breast. 

There are few women of fashion who have 
heard of Harry the eighth ; many of them are p«ui 
fectly well acquainted with that glorious fountain; 
from which the reformation first sprung, which pra>< 
diiced the dissolution of papal monasteries; tiUI 
some years ago, a little, round, well-spoken maitil 
erected a large monastery near Cuvent Garden,il 
where a brotherhood was Sfion formed. Here heJ 
dealt out inrtulgencies of all sorts, and extremen 
(good internal) unctions. 1 1 

But it happened, for diverse reasons, that thft^l 
aforesaid district was not thought su proper a aitua^ T 
tion; upon which a new convent was built, near I 
the court-end of the town; the monks removed toi I 
it, and from thut day have taken uitun themselves 
the name of White-Friars. 
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The difficulty of being admittecl into this pioua 
seminaryj and the necessary qualifications fiir tliat 
purpose, Rre sufBciently known. But how severe is 
their abstinence ! For whereas otber devout orders 
in other countries do not scruple to indulge them- 
selves with the wholesome diet of plain fish, Tege- 
tahles, and oil, it is the established rule of this order 
not to admit of any eatable but what simple nature 
abhora, and till the texture of its parts is so totally 
transubstantiated, that it cannot come under the de- 
nomination offish, flesh, or good red herring. 

To such a degree likewise has their spirit of n 
tification carried them, that, being sensible that the I 
most real indulgence, the most' natural and homO'l 
geneal bcrerage to the constitution of man, is purd I 
limpid element, they have therefore banished that 1 
delightfid liquid from their meals, aud freely ex-- \ 
posed themselves even to the most excruciating tor* J 
tures, by daily swallowing certain potions of rariouii 1 
Icind^, the ill effects of which to the human body ar»l 
well known ; and for their ferther penance, they harft T 
adopted nauseous medicinal waters, for their miser- 1 
able inky drink. I 

But it is in the dead time of the night, when thA J 
herd of ordinary mortals repose from their labour^ I 
that these devotees perform their greatest acts of self- 1 
severity ; for the conduct of which, they have three J 
or four established rituals, composed by the celebrated 1 
Father Hoyle. I 

This famous seminary, like that of some college^. J 
is divided into senior and junior fellows. The ju- I 
niors, to a certain aumijer at a time, not content I 
with their ordinary acts of probation, esert a must ' 
extraordinary effort of devotion. 

Imagining that the mortification of the body aloe 
is not sufficient for the pious gratification of the 
esalted zeal, and considering how meritorious 
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would be to extend the same severity to the faculties 
of the mind^ they have attained sucn a spiritual do« 
mination over the soul^ as to be able to renounce all 
its most pleasing emotions^ and to give it up with- 
out remorse^ to be tortured by the most painful vicis- 
situdes of hope and fear. Such is the wonderful effect 
of long habit^ unwearied exercise^ and abstracted 
vigils ! 

In order to facilitate this toilsome penance^ and to 
enable themselves totally to subdue all ideas what« 
soever which have no connexion with those two 
passions^ they have contrived incessantly to toss about 
two cubical figures^ which are so devised^ as to fix the 
attention^ by certain mystical characters^ to one or 
other of the aforesaid passions; and thus they will 
sit for many hours> with only the light of one largo 
• taper in the middle of the aJtar^ in the most exqui-* 
site and convulsive agonies of the most truly morti- 
fied and religious penitents. In shorty neither the 
Indian nor Chinese bronzes^ nor the Italian or Spanish 
visionaries^ in all their various distortions and pe* 
nances^ came up to these. And here« by the way^ I 
cannot but remark with pleasure the great talents of 
my countrymen for carrying every thing they under- 
taKe to greater perfection than any other nation. 

The second of these seminaries was founded upon 
the model of the firsts and consists of a number of 
Grey Friars, remarkable for a rigorous abstinence, 
and indefatigable devotion. They just preserve theit 
beings with a little chocolate or tea. They are de- 
dicated to the gi'eat St. George, and are distinguished 
by the composure of their countenances, and their 
extraordinary taciturnity. 

The third order is that of St. James ; the members 
of which are known by the appellation of Scarlet 
Friars. It consists of a multitude of brothers, who 
are not near so strict as the two former orders ; ani} 
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is likely to become vastly numerous^ under the au- 
spices of its great patrou^ whose bulk is adorned by 
jollity and good-humour ; and who is moreover very 
strictly a good liver. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let me ask you whether 
these three laudable institutions are not plainly owing 
to that principle which I have assigned in the be- 
ginning of my letter } For what other motive could 
prompt men to forsake their own elegant houses, to 
sacrifice domestic and conjugal satisfaction, to neglect 
the endearing rites of hospitality, in order to cloister 
themselves among those, with whom they can have 
no connexion, but upon the aforesaid principles ? 

But since such is the general bent of the human 
mind, it is become a fit subject for the World to con-* 
sider by what methods these seminaries may be so 
multiplied, as to comprehend all ranks and orders of 
men and women. And if fifty new churches were 
thought few enough to keep pace with the zeal of 
good Queen Anne's days, I believe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
you will not think ^\e hundred large mansions of the 
kind I am speaking of will be too many for the pre- 
sent. I am. 

Yours, &c. 

J.T. 
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Pauci dignoscere possunt 



Vera bona, atquc Hits multum diversa, Juv. ' 

It is a common observation, that though happiness is 
every man's aim, and though it is generally pursued 
by a gratification of the predominant passion, yet 
few have acuteness enough to discover the points 
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wliich would effectually procure the long- sought edd. 
One cannot but wonaer that such intense applicar 
tion as most of us bestow on the cultiration of our 
favourite desires should yet leave us ignorant of the 
most essential objects of our study. For my part^ 
I was so early convinced of the truth of this observa- 
tion^ that instead of searching for what would contri- 
bute most to my own happiness, I have spent great 
part of my life m the stuay of what may extend the 
enjoyment of others. This knowledge I flatter my- 
self I have discovered^ and shall now disclose to tne 
world. I beg to be attended to: I beg mankind will 
believe that I know better than any of them what 
will ascertain the felicity of their lives. I am not 
going to impart so great (though so often revealed) 
a secret, as that it is religion or virtue ; few would 
believe me, fewer would try the recipe. In spite of 
the philosophy of the age, in spite of the gravity of 
my character, and of the decency which I hope I have 
hitherto most sanctimoniously observed, I must avow 
my persuasion, that the sensual pleasure of love is the 
great cordial of life, and the only specific for removing 
the anxieties of our own passions, or for supporting 
the injuries and iniquities which we suffer from those 
of other men. 

^ Well ! (shall I be told) and is this your admirable 
discovery ? Is this the arcanum that has escaped the 
penetration of all inquiries in all ages ? What other 
doctrine has been taught by the most sensible philo- 
sophers? Was not this the text of the sermons of 
Epicurus ? Was not this the theory, and practice too, 
of the experienced Alcibiades ? What other were the 
tenets of the sage Lord Rochester, or of the mis- 
sionary Saint'Evremont}* It is very true; and a 
thousand other founders of sects, nay of religious 
orders, have taught— or at least practised — the 
eame doctrines. But I pretend to introduce such 
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Aaements into ttic systen 



of sensuaJity, 



ty, as Buail 
nnJicate the diacorery to myself, and throw at a 
"wtaDce tlie iniiiut« philosophers, who (if they were 
ly fureninners) only served to lead tbe world astray. 
Hear then in one word the myaterioua precept ! 
n^ women are not the proper object of sensual 
it is the matron, the hoary fair, who can give, 
communicate, insure happiness.' I might enumerate 
a. thousand reasons to enforce my doctrine; as the 
fickleness of youth, the caprices of beauty and its 
transient state, tlie jealousy from rivals, the distrac- 
tion from having children, the important avocations 
of dress, and the infinite occupations of a pretty wo- 
man, which endanger or iliviae her sentiments from 
being always fixed on the faithful lover; and none oj 
which combat the affections of the gratefiil, tender 
attentive matron. Sut as one example is worth a 
thousand reasons, I shall recommend ray plan hy 
linting out the extreme happiness which has at- 
idcd such discreet heroes as are commemorated in 
! annals of love for having ofiered up their hearts 
ancient shrines; and I shall clearly demonstrate 
prpcedenta that several ladies in the bloom of their 
—ikles have inspired more lasting and more fervent 
ions, than tlie greatest beauties who had scarce 
it sight of their teens. The fair young creatures 
the present hour will forgive n preference which is 
.Ae result of deep meditation, great reading, and 
strict impartiality, when they reflect, that they can 
scarce contrive to be young above a dozen years, and 
may be old for fifty or sixty; and they may believe 
me, that after forty they will value one lover more 
tlian they do twenty now; a sensation of happiness, 
lich they will find increase as they advance in 
I cannot but observe with pleasure, that thu 
iture iteelf seems to coincide with my «'ay of 
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thinkings and has 7eiy prudently enacted, that young 
ladies shall not enter so early into the bonds of love^ 
when they are incapable of reflection, and of all the 
serious duties which belong to a union of hearts. A 
sentiment which indeed our laws seem always to have 
had in view ; for unless there was implanted in our 
natures a strong temptation towards the love of 
elderly women^ why should the very first prohibition 
in the table of consanguinity forbid a man to marry 
his grandmother ? 

The first heroine we read oi, whose charms were 
proof against the injuries of time> was. the accom- 
plished Sarah : I think the most moderate computa- 
tions make her to be ninety, when that wanton moo- 
arch Abimelech would have undermined her virtue. 
But as doubtless the observance of that virtue had 
been the great foundation of the continuance of her 
beauty^ and as the rigidness of it rather exempts hcF 
from, than exposes her as an object of my doctrine^ 
I shall say no more of that lady. 

Helen, the beautiiul Helen, if there is any trusting 
to classic parish registers, was fourscore when Paris 
stole her ; and though the war lasted ten years after 
that on her account. Monsieur Homer, who wrote 
their romance, does not give any hint of the gallant 
young prince having showed the least decay of pas- 
sion or symptom of inconstancy : a fidelity, which in 
all probability was at least as much owing to th^ ex- 
perience of the dame, and to her knowledge in the 
refinements of pleasure, as to her bright eyes, unfaded 
complexion, or the everlasting lilies and roses of her 
cheeks. 

I am not clear that length of years, especially in 
lieroic minds, does not increase rather than abate the 
sentimental flame. The great Elizabeth, whose pas- 
sion for the upfortunate Earl of Essex is justly a fs^ 
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vourite topic with all who delight in romantic history, ■ 
was fijU aixty-eight wlien she condemned Ler lover 
to death fur alighting her endearments. And if I 
might instance in our oi™ sex, the charming, the 
meritorious Antony was not far from seventy before 
be had so much taste as to sacrifice the meaner pas- 
aion of ambition, nay the world itself, to love. 

But it is in France, that kingdom so exquisitely,- . 
judicious in the afiairs of lore, from whence we may 1 
copy the arts of happiness, as well as their other di»w J 
coveries in pleasure. The moiiarchs of that i 
have more than once taught the world, by their e: 
nmple, that a fine woman, though past her gran 
climacteric, may be but just touching the meridian 
her charms. Henry the Second and Louis the F 
tcenth will be for ever memorable for the paei 
they BO long felt for tlie Duchess of Valeotiaois, aD^ 
Madame de Maintenon. The former, in the heat o*" 
youth and prospect of empire, became a slave ti 
respectable attractions of Diana de Poitiers, manj^V 
years after his injudicious father had quitted the po»^ J 
session of her on the silly apprehension that she wag J 
growing old : and to the last moment of his life an^ ^ 
reign Henry was a constant, jealous adorer of hex- 1 
still ripening charms. When the age was over-ruoj 1 
with astrulogy, superstition, bigotry, and notions ot fl 
necromancy. King Henry still idolized a woman, wh(X | 
had not only married her grand-<laughter, ther 
celebrated beauty, but who, if any other prince hacl 1 
reigned, was ancient enough to have come within tbot 1 
description of sorcery : so little do the vulgar distin--; '1 
guish between the ideas of an old witch and a fine, 1 
wiinian. The itassion of tiie other monarch i 
less remarkable. That hero, who had gained so many 
battles by proxy, had presiiled in [wrson at so many 
tournaments, had raised such waterworks, and shed. 
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such streams of heretic blood ; and^ which was still 
more glorious^ had enjoyed so many of the iiDest wo- 
men in Europe ; was at last captivated by an old go- 
yemante^ and sighed away whole years at the feet of 
his venerable mistress^ as she worked at her tent with 
spectacles. If Louis le Grand was not a judge of plea- 
sure^ who can pretend to be ? If he was^ in favour of 
what age did he give the golden apple ? 

I shall close my catalogue of ancient mistresses 
with the renownea Ninon T'Enclos^ a lady whose life 
alone is sufficient to inculcate my doctrine in its ut- 
most force. I shall say nothing of her numerous 
conquests for the first half of her life : she had wit, 
youth, and beauty, three ingredients which will al- 
ways attract silly admirers. It was not till the fifty-' 
sixth year that her superior merit distinguished itself; 
and from that to her ninetieth, she went on improving 
in the real arts and charms of love. How unfortunate 
am I, that she did not live a few years longer, that I 
might have had the opportunity of wearing her 
chains I It was in her fifty-sixth year that the Cheva- 
lier de ViUiers, a natural son whom she had had by 
the Comte de Gerze, arrived at Paris from the pro- 
vinces, where he had been educated without any 
knowledge of his real parents. He saw his mother : 
he fell in love with her. The increase, the vehemence 
of his passion gave the greatest disquiets to the affec- 
tionate matron. At last, when nothing but a dis- 
covery of the truth could put a stop, as she thought, 
to the impetuosity of his attempts, she carried him 
into her bed-chamber. Here my readers will easily 
conceive the transports of a young lover, just on the 
brink of happiness with a charming mistress near 
threescore! As the adventurous youth would have 
pushed his enterprises, she checked him, and pointing 
to a clock, said, ' Rash boy, look there ! at that hour^ 
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two-and-tweoty years ago^ I was dellTered of you ia 
this very bed !' It is a certain fisict^ that the unfor- 
tunate^ abashed young man flew into the garden and 
fell upon his sword. This catastrophe had like to have 
deprived the age of the most accomplished mistress 
that ever adorned the Cytherean annals. It was above 
twenty years before the afflicted mother would listen 
to any addresses of a tender nature. At length, the 
polite Abbe de Gedoyn pressed and obtained an a»« 
signation. He came^ and found the enchanting Ninon 
lying on a couch, like the grandmother of the love8> 
in the most gallant dishabille ; and what was still 
more delightful, disposed to indulge his utmost wishes* 
After the most charming endearments, he asked her> 
but with th^ greatest respect, why she had so long 
deferred the completion of his happiness ? * Why/ 
replied she, ' I must confess it proceeded from a re- 
main of vanity : I did pique myself upon having a 
lover at past fourscore, and it was but yesterday tnat 
I was eighty complete. 
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TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIB, 

I TBouBLED you some time ago with an account of 
my distress, arising from the female part of my fa- 
mily. I told you that by an unfortunate trip to Paris 
my wife and daughter nad run stark French; and I 
wish I could tell you now that they were perfectly 
recovered ; but all I can say is, that the violence of 
the symptoms seem to abate, in proportion as the 
clothes that inflamed them wear out. 



r 
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My present misfortune flows from a direct contrary 
cttu«e, and affects me much more seosiblv. — The little 
whims, affectattuns, and delicacies of Indies mav be 
both ridiculous and disagreeable, especially to tnose 
who are obliged to be at once the witnesses and the 
martyrs of them ; but they are not evils to be com- 
pared with the obstinate wrong-headedncss, tliG idle 
and illiberal turn of an only son ; which is unfortu- 
nately my case. 

I acquainted you, that in the educntion of my son 
T had conformcn to the common custom of this coun- 
try (perhaps I conformed to it too much and too soon) ; 
and that I carried him to Paris, from whence, after 
six months stay, lie was to go on upon his traveUj 
and take the usual tour of Italy and Germany, I 
thought it rery necessary for a young man (though 
not for a young lady) to l« well acquainted with the 
languages, the manners, the characters, and the con- 
stitutions of other countries ; the want of which I 
experienced and lamented in myself. In order to 
enable him to keep good company, I allowed him 
more than 1 cuuld conveniently nffuni ; and I trusted 
him to the care of a Swiss govertior, a gentleman of 
aomc learning, good sense, good nature, and good 
tnanners. But how cruelly 1 am disappointed tn all 
these hopes what follows will inform you. 

During his stay at Paris, he only frequented the 
worst English company there, witli whom he was 
unhappily engaged in two or three scrapes, which the 
credit and good nature of the English ambassador 
helped him out of. He hired a low Irish wench, 
whom he drorc about in a hired chaise, to the great 
honour of himself, his family, and liiH country. He 
did not learn one word of French, and ncrer spoke to 
Frenchman or Frenchwoman, excepting some vulgar 
and injurious epithets, which he bestowed upon tliem 
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in yery plain Eodisli. His goveraor very honestly 
informed mo nf this couduct, wliich he tried in vain 
tn reform, and advised their removal to Italy, which 
accordingly I immediately ordered. His behaviour 
there will appear in the tniest light to you, by his 

1 and his governor's last letters to me, of which I 

- give you faithful copies. 

' Home, May the 3d, 1/53. 

In the six weeks that I passed at Florence, and 
the week I stayed at Genoa, I never had time to 
write to yoii, being wholly taten up with seeing 
things, of which the must remarkable is the steeple 
of Pisa : it is the oddest thing I ever saw in my life: 
it stands all awry ; I wonder it does not tumble down. 
I met with a great many of my countrymen, and we 
live together very sociably, I have been here now a 
month, and will give you an account of my way of 
life. Here are a great many very agreeable English 
gentlemen j we are about nine or ten as smart bucks 
as any in Englaud. We constantly breakfast together, 
and then either go and see sights, or drive about the 
outlets of Home in chaises; but the horses ate very 
iKid, and the chaises do not follow well. We meet 
before dinner at the English coffee-house, where there 
is a very good biUiard-table, and very good company. 
From thence we go and dine together by turns at 
each other's Jodgings. Then after a cheernil glass of 
claret (for we have made a shift to get some here) 
we go to the cofiee-house again ; from thence to sup- 
per, and so to bed. I do not believe that these Ro- 
mans are a bit like the old Romans ; tliey are a parcel 
of thin-gutted, snivelling, cringing dogs ; and I verily 
believe that our set could thrash forty of them. We 
never go among them ; it would not be worth while : 
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besides^ we noiie of us speak Italian^ and none of those 
signors speak English; which shows what sort of 
feUows they are. We saw the pope go by t'otlier 
day in a procession ; but we resolved to assert the 
honour of Old England; so we neither bowed nor 

fmlled off our hats to the old rogue. Provisions and 
iquor are but bad here ; and^ to say the truths I have 
not had one thorough good ineal's meat since I left 
England. No longer ago than last Sunday we wanted 
to have a good plum- padding; but we found the 
materials difficult to provide, and were obliged to 
get an English footman to make it. Pray^ sir^ let 
me come home^ for I cannot find that one is a jot 
the better for seeing all these outlandish places and 
people. But if you will not let me come back, for 
Goa's sake, sir, take away the impertinent mounseer 
you sent with me. He is a considerable expense to 
you, and of no manner of service to me. AH the 
English here laugh at him, he is such a prig. He 
thinks himself a fine gentleman, and is alwayci 
plaguing me to go into foreign companies, to learn 
foreign languages, and to get foreign manners ; as if 
I were not to live and die in Old England, and as if 
good English acquaintance would not be much more 
useful to me than outlandish ones. Dear sir, grant 
me this request^ and you shall ever find me 

^ Your most dutiful son, 

'G. D/ 

The following is a very honest and sensible letter^ 
which I received at the same (ime from my son's go- 
vernor. 

' Rome, May the 3d, \753. 

' SIR, 

' I think myself obliged in conscience to inform 
you, that tlie^money you are pleased to allow me for 
ray attendance upon your son is absolutely throwu 
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Bwny; sinrc I find, by melaiiclioly experience, that I 
can be of no ninnner of use to liim. I hflve tried all ] 
pnsNible methods to prevail with him to answer, 
some degree at least, your good intentions in sending -I 
him abroad ; but all in rain ; and in return for mjf 1 
emkavnurs, lam either laughed at or insulted. Some- 1 
times I am called a beggarly French dog, and hid ti A 
go back to my own country and ent mv frogs; ana ] 
sometimes I am niounneer Ragout, anit told that | 1 
think myself a yery fine gentleman. I daily repret 1 
sent to him, that by sending him abroad you meant J 
that he should learn tlie languages, the manners, and i 
characters of different countries ; and that he shonlft I 
add to the classical education which you hare gire^i I 
liim at homci a knowledge of the world, and the gen^ f 
teel easy manners of a man of fashion, whidi canonlv I 
be acquired by frequenting the best companies abroaa. | 
To which he only answers me with a sneer of con* 
tempt, and says, so bc~l\he'j/e, ha 1 I would hattt j 
connived at the common rices of youth, if they had 
been attended with the least degree of decency or 
refinement; but I must not conceal from you that 
your son's arc of the lowest and most degraduig kind, 
and avowed in the most public and indecent manner. 
I have never been able to persuade liim to deliver the 
letters of recommendation which yon procured him ; 
be says he docs not desire to keep such company, I 
advised him to take an Italian master, which he fiatly 
refused, saying that he should have time enough to 
learn Italian when he went back to England. But he 
lias taken, of himself, a music master to teach him to 
play upon the German flut«, upon which he throws 
away two. or three hours every day. We spend a great 
deal of money, without doing you or ourselves any 
honour by it ; though your mm, like the generality of 
his countrymen, vidues himself upon his exjienKC, 
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And looks upon all foreigncrfl^ who are not aUe to 
make so considerable a one, as a parcel of beggars and 
scoundrels ; speaks of theni^ and if he spoke to them^ 
would treat them as such. 

' If I might presume to advise you, sir, it should 
be to order us home forthwith. I can assure you that 
your son's morals and manners will be in much lest 
danger under your own inspection at home, than they 
can be under mine abroad ; and I defy him to keep 
worse English company in England than he now 
keeps here. But whatever you may think fit to de« 
termine concerning him, I must humbly insist upon 
my own dismission, and upon leave to assure you ia 
person of the respect with which I have the honour 
to be. Sir, 

' Your, &c.' 

I have complied with my son*s request, in conse* 
quence of his governor's advice; and have ordered 
him to come home immediately. But what shall I 
do with him here, where he is but too likely to be 
encouraged and countenanced in these illiberal and 
ungentleman-Iike manners ? My case is surely most 
singularly unfortunate; to be plagued on one side by 
the polite and elegant foreign follies of my wife and 
daughter, and on the other by the unconforming ob- 
stinacy, the low vulgar excesses, and the porter-like 
manners of my son. 

Perhaps my misfortune may suggest to you some 
thouffhts upon the methods of education in general, 
which, conveyed to the public through your paper, 
may prove of public use. It is in that view singly 
that you have had this second trouble from. 

Sir, 
Your most humble servant . 

and constant reader, ! 

R. D. 
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I allow the case of my worthy correspondent to 
be compassionatci bub I cannot possibly allow it to 
he Bingiilar. The public places ilaily prove the con- 
trary too plainly. I confess I oftencr pity than blaine 
the errors of youth, when I reflect up<)n the fiinda^ 
meotal errors generallv comniitted by their pareuta 
in their education. Many totally neglect, and many 
mistake it. The aocieots began the education of 
their children by forming their hearts and their man* I 
ners. They taught them th& duty of meu and at 1 
citizens; we teach them the languages of the anciei 
and leave their morals and manners to shift for tliem* | 

As for the modern species of human bucks, I ink* 1 
pute tlicir brutality to the negligence or the fond* 
ness of their parents. It is observed in parks, among; 
their betters, the real bucks, that the most trouble-' 
some and mischievous are those who were bred up 
tame, fondled and fed out of tbe hand, when fewng. i 
They abuse, when grown up, tlie iudulgDnce the]| 1 
net with in their youth; ana their familiarity growq 1 
troublesome and dimgeroua with their boms. 



i 



No. 30. THURSDAY, JULY 2C, 1753. 



I AU indebted for my paper of to-day to the scrupi 
lous piety of one of my fair correspondents, and 1 
tbe undeserved, though not uncommon, distresses ef 1 
another. My readers will, 1 hope, forgive ine thii T 
vanity of publishing the compliments paid me in thes^, j 
letters, when I assure them that I had rather what I 
write should have the approbation of a sensible wo- 
man, than that of the gravest and most learned phi- 
losopher ■ - ■ ■ 
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TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIB, 

The candour which shines so conspicuously in your 
writings^ the deference you express towards the lite- 
rary productions of women^ ana the genteel turn you 
give to every stroke of satire on our foibles^ have en- 
couraged me to offer a few female thoughts on the 
arbitrary power of fashion ; or^ as it is more properly 
iand: politely rendered, taste, 

I am not learned enough to define the meaning of 
the word^ much less am I able to tell you all the 
different ideas it conveys ; but according to its com- 
mon acceptation^ I find that it is applicable to every 
affectation of singularity^ whether m dress> in build- 
ings in furniture^ or in diversions ; and the farther 
we stray from decency or propriety in this singula^ 
rity, the nearer we approach to taste. 

The prevalence of the Chinese taste has been very 
humorously attacked in one of your papers ; and the 
greater pr,evalence of the Indian taste among us wo- 
men^ I mean the taste of going uncovered^ has been 
as happily treated in anotlier. But there is a taste 
at present totally different from this last^ the impro- 
priety of which can hardly^ I thinks have escaped your 
observation^ though it has your censure. It is the 
taste of attending divine service^ and of performing 
the most sacred duties of our religion^ with a hat on. 
However trifling this may be deemed in itself, t caii- 
not but consider it in a serious light ; and have al- 
ways> for my own part, refused complying with a 
fashion, whicn seems to declare in the observers of 
it a waht of that awful respect which is due to the 
Creator from his creatures. 

If temporal monarchs are to be served with an 
iucovered head, I mean, if the ceremony of uqco« 
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rering the Iiead be considered and expected by tlie 
higber powers as a mark of reverencie and humility'; 
surely reason will suggest, that tlie Supreme over all 
should be approached and supplicated with at least 
equal Feneration ; yetj strange as it may appear to 
the more tbinking part of our ses, this uncouth taste 
of being hatted prerails in almost all the churclies in 
town and country; matrons of sixty adopting the 
thoughtless whims of girls in their teens, and each' , 
endeavouring to countenance the other in tliis i " 
transgression against the laws oF decency and decorumi^ ' 

Favour me, sir, either by inserting this short lettw, 
or by giving some candid admonitions on the subject 
after your own manner. I am acquainted with many 
of your female readers, and am assured that your fre- 
quent remarks u|iott the most fashionable follies will 
have a proper effect. Reproofs are never so efficacious 
as when they are tempered with good humour; a 
quality which is always to be found in the lucubra- 
tions of Mr. FitK-Adam ; among whose admirers I 
beg to be numbered, and am, sir. 

Your bumble servant, 

Clarissa, 
to ms. fitz-adam- 

To whom, sir, should the injured fly for redress, but 
to him who has made the World his province? You 
iidll not, I am sure, be offended at my taking this 
liberty. The Spectator was not above receiving and 
puhli^ittg the epistles of the female sex; nor will you, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are writing in the cause of virtue, 
disdain the correspondence of an innocent young crea- 
ture, who sues to you for consolation in her affliction, 
and for one who has broke through all rules of honour 
and morality. I will make no farther preface, but 
proceed. 
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. My name and circumstances I need not acquaint 
you with ; let it suffice that I am the daughter of a 
gentleman, and that my education has been suitable 
to my birth. It was my misfortune to be left at fif- 
teen without a father ; but it was with a mother, who 
in my earliest infancy had sown the seeds of religion 
and virtue in my heart ; and I think I may without 
arrogance assure you, that they have not been thrown 
away upon unprofitable ground. After this greatest 
of losses we retired to a country village, some few 
miles from town ; and there it was, sir, that I first 
knew to be wretched. 

We were visited in this village by a young gentle- 
man, who, as he grew intimate in the family, was 
pleased to flatter me with an affection, which at first 
I did not imagine to be real — I ought to have told 
you that his fortune was independent, and himself 
neither fool nor coxcomb. Young as I was, some little 
share of experience told me, that gentlemen at his age 
imagine it a most material branch of politeness to pre- 
tend love to every pretty woman they fall in company 
with : but indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I had a heart that 
was not to be caught by compliments. I examined 
his behaviour with the strictest attention; not a 
grain of partiality or self-love, at least I imagined 
ao, clouded my judgment; the flights of poetry and 
passion, so common in others, gave place, in him, to 
modesty and respect ; his words, his looks were sub-, 
servient to mine, and every part of his conduct seemed 
to speak the sincerity of his love. The approbation, 
of friends was not wanting ; and every one expected 
that a very little time would unite us to each other. 

For my own part, I built all my hopes of happi- 
ness upon this union; and I flattered myself, that 
by an obedient and affectionate behaviour I might! 
make the life of him I sincerely and virtuously loved 
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as happy as my own. But it was not to be ! Some 
common occurrence occasioned our sejraration ; lie 
part edj seemingly, with the greatest regret; asked 
and obtained pcrmiasion to write; but some months 
elapsed without my seeing or hearing from him. 
Every excuse that itartiality could suggest I framed 
in his farour; but I had soon more convincing proofs 
of his neglect of me than eitlier his absence or his 
silence. On his return, instead of apologizing for 
liis bcliaviour, instead of accounting for his remiss- 
ness, or of renewing the subject of all our conversa- 
tions, he appeared gloomy and reserved; or, when- 
ever he inclined to talk, it was in the praises of 
some absent beauty, or in ridicule of marriage, 
which he assured me it should be many, many years 
before any one should prevail with him to think of 
seriously. With many such expressions, and a few 
careless nsits, during a short stay in the country, 
he took his leave with the formality of a stranger, 
and I have never seen, him since. Thus, sir, did he 
cancel an acquaintance of two years standing; the 
greatest piu-t of which time he had employed in the 
most earnest endeavours to convince me that he 

If I could accuse myself of any act of levity or im- 
prudence in my behaviour to this gentleman, the 
consciousness of such behaviour would liave pre- 
vented me frem complaining; but I appeal to his 
own heart, as well as to all that know me (and he 
and others who read this letter will know from 
whom it comes), in vindication of my conduct. 

Yet why should I flatter myself that you will take 
any notice of what I write? This injustice I com- 
plain of is no new one; it has been felt by thou- 
sands ; or, if it had not, I have no invention to give 
entertainment to my story, or, perhaps, to make it 
interesting to any but my uwn family, or a few 
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female friends who love me. They will thank jack 
for it^ and be obliged : and to make it useful to your 
readers, tell them in your own words and manner 
(for I have no one to correct what I write) that the 
cruelest action a man can be guilty of is the rob- 
bing a young woman of her affections, with no other 
design than to abandon her. Tell them, sir, that 
though the laws take no cognizance of the fraud, the 
barbarity of it is not lessened : for where the proofs 
of an injury are such as the law cannot possibly as- 
certain, or perhaps might overlook if it could, we 
claim from honour and humanity protection and 
regard. 

How hateful, Mr. Fitz-Adam, among my own sex^ 
is the character of a jilt! Yet men fe4l not the 
pangs of disappointed love as we do. From 8upe« 
riority of reason they can resent the injury, or from 
variety of employments can forget the trifler wlyo 
inflicted it. But with us it is quite otherwise ; we 
have no occupations to call off our attention frona 
disappointment, and no lasting resentment in our 
natures (I speak from experience) against him who 
has betrayed us. 

Let me add a word more, and I will have done* 
If every gentleman of real accomplishments, who 
has no serious design upon the heart of a woman^ 
would avoid being particular either in conversation 
or in the civil offices of good-breeding, he would 
prevent many a silent pang and smothered sigh. 
It is, I am sure, from a contrary behaviour, that 
many a worthy young creature is hurried to her 
grave by a disease not mentioned in the weekly 
bills, a broken heart. I am, with great sincerity. 

Sir, 
Your admirer and constant reader, 

W. S. 
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I (jauiiot dismiss tiiis amiable young lady's leUer, 
witlimit oliserving, that the injustice it coniplainB of. 
will admit of tlie highest aggravation, if we consider 
that it is not in htuuan prudence to guard against tt. 
-In cases nf seduction, the frail one listens to her pas- 
sions, and not her reason ; and a woman is made mi' 
serahle for ever, hy listening to an offer of being vir- 
tuously happy. 
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TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

You wiU be told at the close of this letter the rea 
why you are troubled with it. I am a clergym; 
ana one, I hope, who liaa hitherto, as near as the 
perfections of his nature would admit, performed t6|(j7j 
duties of his fiinction. I hope also that I shall gira.i I 
no offence by saying, that I have been more assiduou^ ] 
in teaching the moral duties of Christianity, thai 
explaining its mysteries, or in gaining the assent ^J 

men's tongues to what their minds can have no ■ 

ception of. The great duty of benevolence, as it 
always my second care to inculcate, so it was my^H 
sec«nd delight to practise. But I am constrained by , 1 
a fatal succession of experience to declare, that I haw I 
been unhappy in the some proportion that IhavebeetfN 
bcnevoleut; and have delmsed myself, as often as I* J 
Iiave endeavoured to raise the dignity of human na- 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
eight, when I was curate of a parish in York, the- 
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following article ap|)carcd in all tlic London news- 
papers: 

' York, March 25tli. This <lay William Wyatt and 
John Siin])son were executed here for housebreaking. 
They Ix^liaved in a very penitent manner^ but made 
no confession. At the tree the hangman was intoxi- 
cated with liquor ; and sup]Ki8ing there were three 
ordered f<ir execution, was g(»ing to put one of the 
rojies aUnit the parsfm's neck as he stiKKl in the cart^ 
and was witli much diiHculty prevented by the gaoler 
fro.m so doing.' 

TJiis parson, sir, was myself; and indeed every 
part of the article was literally true, except that the 
giioler w«is equally intoxicated with the hangman, and 
that it was not till after the rope was forced about 1117 
neck, and the cart just going off, that the sheriff^ 
oiiicers interfcTcd, and rectified the mistake. 

Thus was I in danger of an ignominious death by 
performing the duties of my office, and, from a tender 
regard to the souls of these poor wretches, watching 
their last moments in onlcr to soften their hearts^ 
and bring them to a confession of the crime for which 
they were to suffer. But the indignity offered to me 
at the gallows was not all. There are in York, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, as well as in Liondon, scoffers at the 
clergy ; and J assure you, upon the veracity of my 
function, that I hardly over walked the streets of that 
city afterwards, without being saluted by the name 
of the half-hmiged parson. 

Time had scarcely taken off the edge of this ridi- 
ciUe, when a worse accident bcfel me. It was my 
misfortune to send an advertisement to the Daily Aor 
vcrtiser, setting forth, ' That if a certiin young wo- 
man (who hajipencdi though I knew it not, to be the 
most noted harlot u|)on the town, and who tlien kept 
a coffee-house in Co vent-garden) ^ would apply to the 
reverend Mr. W. B/ (which was myself, and my 
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luiiiie printed at full leiigth) ' at tlie Blue- Boar tan,' 
Holborn, she wouM bear of sometliing grciitly to lier* J 
advantage.' 1 

The occasion of this adrertisement was literally^ I 
tbu8. The young womau in question had formerly' 1 
Iteen a aerrant at York, and had been basely andJ 1 
wirkcdly seduced by her master ; who dying a few* J 
years after, and feeling the utmost remorse for so\ i 
injurious an act, iras willing to make this unhappy< I 
creature all the atonement in his power, by puttinff^ 
privately into my hands a hundred pountls to be pam< 
her at liis decease ; ar.d as he supposed her to he if' 
some obscure service in London, lie conjured me ii 
the most solemn manner to find her out, and to de- '] 
liver the money into her own hands. 

It was to acquit myself of this trust tliat T camoi 1 
up to town, and put the above-mentioned adFertiso-i' j 
meat into the Dailj Advertiser. The young womaojii 1 
id consequence of it, came the same day to my inu,*^ 
and having convinced me that she was the real person - 
(though I wondered to see her so fine a lady), and- 
liaving received the donation with great modesty and- 
thankfulness, very obligingly invited me to a resi- 
dence at her house during my stay in London, I 
made her my acknowledgments, and the more readily^ 
embraced the proposal, as she added that the housv 
was large, ana that the yuuug ladies, her lodgers (for' 

e let lodgings, she said, to young ladies) were par- 
' ' ideased with the conversation of the clergy. 
fwith her that day, and continued till even- 
ing in the house, without the least suspicion of the 
occupation of its inhabitants; though Icould nothdpi^ 
observing that tiey treated me with estraordinaej*M 
freedom ; that their bosoms were uncovered ; and tb^' 
they were not quite so scrupulous upou certain occa- 
sions as our Yorkshire yoiHig women ; but as I had 
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never been in town before, and bad beard great talk 
of tbe freedom of London ladies, I concluded it was 
tbe fasbionable bebaviour ; wbicb tbougb I did not 
extremely like, I forbore, tbrougb good manners, to 
find fault witb. At about seven in tbe evening, as I 
was drinking tea witb two of tbe ladies, I was broke 
in upon by some young gentlemen, one of wbom bap- 
pened to be tbe son of a near neigbbour of mine at 
York, wbo, tbe moment be saw me, swore a great oatli^ 
^ Tbat I was tbe bonestest parson in England ; for 
tbat tbe boldest wencber of tbem all would scruple 
to be sitting in a public room at a bawdy-bouse with 
a brace of wbores, witbout locking tbe door/ 

A loud laugb, in wbicb all tbe company joined^ 
prevented my reproving tbis young gentleman, as I 
tbougbt be deserved; but tbe language and beha- 
viour of tbe ladies to these gentlemen, and their coarse 
and indecent jests both upon me and my cloth, opened 
my eyes to see where and with wbom I was. I ran 
down stairs witb tbe utmost precipitation, and early 
the next morning took horse for York ; where, by the 
assiduity of tbe above-mentioned young gentlemen^ 
my story arrived before me, and I was ridiculed by 
bsuf my acquaintance for putting myself to the trouble 
and expcnseof a journey to town for a brace of wenches, 
when 1 must undoubtedly have known that a score of 
them at York would glaaly have obliged me for half 
the money. 

It was in vain for me to assert my innocence, by 
telling the whole story; I was a second time made 
ridiculous, and my function rendered useless in the 
place where I lived, by the punctual performance of 
my duty, in religiously observing the last request of 
a dying friend. 

I quitted York soon after this last disgrace, and 
got recommended, though with some diificulty, to a 
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curacy in Lincolnshire. Here I lived happily for a 
considerable time^ and became the favourite com- 
panion of the squire of the parish. He was a keen 
sportsman^ hearty in his friendships^ bitter in his 
resentments, and implacable to poachers. It so hap- 
pened, that from about the time of my coming to the 
parish^ this gentleman's park, and the country about 
It, were so shamefully robbed of hares, that every body 
was exclaiming against the thief. For my own part^ 
as I thought it my duty to detect knavery of every 
kind, and was fond of all occasions of testifying my 
gratitude to my patron, I walked out early and late 
to discover this midnight robber. At last I succeeded 
in my search, and caught him in the very act of lay- 
ing his snares ; and who should he be but the game- 
keeper of my benefactor ! This impudent fellow, who 
saw himself detected, had the address to cry out thief 
first ; and seizing me by the collar^ late as it was, 
dragged me to his master's house. I was really so 
astonished at his consummate assurance, that I heard 
myself accused without the power of speaking ; and as 
a farther proof of my guilt, there was founds upon 
searching me^ a great quantity of wire and other 
things, the use of which was sufficiently obvious, and 
which my wicked accuser had artfully conveyed into 
my pocket, as he was leading me to my judge. 

To be as little prolix as I can, I was imprisoned^ 
tried, and convicted of the fact; and after having 
suffered the utmost rigour of the law, was obliged at 
\BL8t to take shelter in town, to avoid the thousand 
indignities that were offered me in the country. 

To particularize every misfortune that has hap- 
pened to me in London, would be to exceed the bounds 
of your paper. I shall only inform you of the occur- 
rences of last night. 

It was past twelve when I was returning to my 

VOL. I. u 
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lodgiDgs from visiting a sick friend. As I passed along 
the Strand, I heard at a little distance from me the 
sound of blows, and the screams of a woman. I quick- 
ened my pace, and immediately perceived a very 
pretty young creature upon her knees, entreating a 
soldier for mercy, who, by the fury in his looks, and 
his uplifted cudgel, seemed determined to show none. 
Common humanity, as well as a sense of my duty, im-- 
pelled me to stop and make my remonstrance to this 
[Mirbarous man. The effects of these remonstrances 
were, that I soon after found myself upon the ^und^ 
awaked as it were from a trance, with my head broke^ 
my body bruised, my pockets rifled, and the soldier 
and his lady nowhere to be found. 

Alas ! Mr. Fitz-Adam, if this had been the only 
misfortune of the night, I had gone home contented ; 
but I had a severer one to undergo. I was comfort- 
ing myself as I walked along, that I had acted the 
part of a christian in regard to these wretches; when 
a loud cry of thieves and murder, and immediately 
after it the sight of a gentleman struggling with twa 
ill-looking fellows, again alarmed me. All bruised 
and Moody as I was, I flew without hesitation to his 
assistance ; and being of an athletic make and consti- 
tution, in a very few minutes delivered him from their 
clutches ; who, as soon as he saw himself at liberty^* 
made the most natural use of it, by running away. I 
was now left to the mercy of two street romiers, as I 
thought them, both of whom had so securely fastened 
upon me as to prevent my escape. But wnile I was 
beginning to tell them that I had been already rob- 
bed, to my utter confusion, they discovered to me 
that they were bailiffs ; that they had arrested the 

rsrson whom I rescued for thirty pounds ; and that 
must give security for the debt, or go instantly to 
prison. 
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To come to tlie dose of my unhappy narration, 
tliey carried me to one of tbeir houses j from whf 
I sent to the landlord where I lodged, wlio hav 
something more than thirty pounds of mine in 
hands (all that I am worth in the world .') was tiad 
enougii to bail me. From a principle of consciencft'.'l 
(kurjwing that I had really made myself the debtor)}' ] 
I would hare paid the money immediately, if it haid 
not occurred to me that the gentleman whom I d»> 
livered would, upon reading these particulars in the 
World, be honourable enough to remit me the sum 
I stand engaged for ou his account. As soon as I see 
this letter iuserted, I shall make myself known to Mr. 
Dudsley, to whom I desire that the money may be 
paid: or if the gentleman chooses to come in person 
and discharge my bail, Mr. Dodsley will be able to 
inform him at U'liat place I may be found. 

I beg your immediate pubLcation of this letter^ 
and am. Sir, 1 

I . Your most faithful servant. 



P. S. I forbore to make any mention of watchmen 
in my account of last night, because 1 saw none. I 
suppose that it was nut a proper time either for 
their walking their rounds, or for appearing at their 



i 



ffc No. 32. THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 1753. 



I 




I WAS greatly surprised, that when in a late paper 
you were displaying your knowledge in diseases, and 
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in the several specifies for their cure^ you should be 
so very forffetfm as never to mention a malady^ which 
at present is not only epidemical^ but of the foulest 
ana most inveterate kind. This malady is called by 
the learned the cacoethes carpendi, and by the vulgar 
criticism. It is not more true that every man is bom 
in sin, than that he is born in criticism. For many 
years indeed the distemper was uncommon^ and not 
dangerous in its consequences; seldom attacking any 
but philosophers and men of learnings who^ from a 
sedentary life and intense application to books^ were 
more open to its influence than other men. In time, 
by the infection of dedications^ it began to spread 
itself among the greats and from them^ like the gout^ 
or a more noble distemper^ it descended to their in- 
feriors, till at last it has infected all ranks and orders 
of men. 

But as it is observable that an inhabitant of the 
fens in Lincolnshire is most liable to an ague, a 
Yorkshire-man to horse-stealing, and a Sussex- 
man to smuggling; so it is also observable that 
the persons most liable to the contagion of criticism 
are young masters of arts, students in the Temple^ 
attorneys' clerks^ haberdashers' prentices, and fine 
gentlemen. 

As I had long ago looked upon this distemper to 
be more particularly English than any other, I deter-* 
mined, for the good of my country, whatever pains 
it might cost me, to trace it to its first principles ; 
but it was not till very lately that my labours were 
attended with any certain success. I had discovered 
in ^neral that the patient had an acidity of blood, 
which, if not corrected in time, broke out into a kind 
of evil, which, though no king's-evil, might possi- 
bly, I thought, be cured by touching : but it occurred 
to me that the touch of an oak-sapliu might be much 
more efficacious than that of the ingenious Mr. Carte's 
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somebody. A linen draper'^ prentice in the ueigL- 
bourhoou happening at tliat time to he labouring 
under a severe fit, I hinted this my opinion to liis 
master, wlio immediutely applied the touch ; but 1 
will not wrong my conscience by boasting of its effect, 
Laving learnt that the lad was seen soon after at a 
certain cotfee'house In the Strand, in all the agonies 
of the distemper. 

Untiredbydisappointment, Icon tinued my searches 
with redoubled diligence; and it is this day that I 
can felicitate myself, as well as thousands of my coun- 
trymen, that they have not been in vain. 

The cause then of this loathsome distemper is most 
certainly aind. This being pent in the bowels for 
some time, and the rules of good breeding not per- 
mitting it, in public places, to take its natural course, 
it immediately dies up into the head ; and after being 
whirled about for awhile in that empty region, at 
length discharges itself with great violence upon the 
organ of speech. This occasions an itiToluntary mo- 
tion in that member, which continues with great ra- 
pidity for a longer or shorter time, according to the 
power or force of the original blast which set it in 
tnotioD. This volubility, or rather vibration, of tongue, 
is accompanied with certain unintelligible sounds, 
which, like the barkings of persons bit by a mad dog, 
are the most fatal proofs of the malignity of the dis- 
temper. 

Tlie late Doctor Monro, who was long ago con- 
sulted upon the case, gave it as his opinion, that it 
was a species of madness, known among the Greeks 
by the name of KaxoSojAla, and among the Romans 
by malevoleatla. It is said of that great and humane 
man, that from his concern for these piwr creatures, 
he intended, if he had lived a little longer, to have 
proposed a new building fur their reception, conti- 
guous to that in Moorfields ; and as they are quite 
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harmless things^ would charitably have taken them 
under his own immediate care. The loss of that 
eminent physician^ were it from no other considera- 
tion^ cannot but be lamented as a public misfortune ; 
his scheme being intended to prevent the contagion 
of criticism from spreading so universally among his 
majesty's subjects. For there is one melancholy cir- 
cumstance attending this disease^ namely^ that it is 
of quicker and more certain infection than the plague; 
being communicated^ like yawning^ to a large circle 
of company in an instant of time; and (what is suf- 
ficient confirmation of the cause) the congregated 
vapour which is emitted at such times is more dis- 
agreeable anc} offensive than if it had taken its proper 
and natural course. 

But the doctor's principal reason for conjecturing 
this distemper to be madness was its being almost 
continually acted upon by external objects. A man 
in the hyd.rophobia will be in agonies at the sight of 
water or any liquid ; and it is very well known that 
persons afflicted with a criticism will be thrown into 
equal agonies at the sight of a new book^ pamphlet^ 
or poem. But the greatest and most convulsive of all 
agonies are found to proceed from the representation 
of a new play. I have myself observed upon this occa- 
sion a mob of poor wretches sending forth such dismal 
groans and such piercing shrieks as have quite moved, 
me : after this they have started up on a sudden^ and 
with all the fury of madmen have torn up the benche9 
from under them^ and put an entire stop to an enter- 
tainment^ which, to pay for a sight of^ they have 
many of them borrowed the money from their ma-^ 
sters' tills. 

That this has the appearance of madness I cannot 
deny; yet I have seen a turkey-cock behave with 
equal fury at the appearance of a woman in a red 
petticoat ; and I have always imputed it to the silli..- 
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iiess of the bird, ratber than to any disorder in bis 

But whether this be madness or not, the original 
cause is most infallibly wind; and to hare discovered 
the cause of any distemper is to have taken the lead- 
ing step towards effecting its euro ; which is indeed 
the sole end and design of this letter. 

Wind then being the undoubted cause of that u 
versal disease vulgarly known by the name of critic, J 
cism, the patient must enter i&to an immediate ai 
regular course of carminativeB. The herbs angelica^ ' 
funnel, and camomile, will be extremely proper for' ' 
Ilia tea; and the seeds of dill, cummin, auise, carroway^ j 
coriander, or cardamuni, should never be out of his' | 
Biouth. These, by the consent ef all jphysicians, ai* i 
the great dispellers ef wind. But that is not all. 
From whence have they thew name of carminatives ? ' 
Not from this quality ; here are no traces of such aa ' 
etymology; but they ai-ehappilypossesaed of another 
and more excellent virtue ; and that in so eminent * 
degree, ae to take their name from it. This 
power of expelling all the pernicious effects of poetryj.'] 
versea, sOBga, carnuna ; all that farrago of trumperyj i 
which is so strangely jumbled together in the inte&i ■ 
tines of that miserable invalid who laboui-s under ths' ' 
weakness and disorder of criticism. For it is a great 
mistake iu the learned, that these medicines took'*^ 
their name of carminatives from the ancient jugglerB 'j 
in physic accompanying their operation with i 
ana scraps of poetry, by way of incantation or ch 
they certainly obtained this appellation from therr 
wonderful power of expelling that particular species 'I 
of wind which is engendered in the critic's bowels by ^ 
reading of plays, poetry, and other works of w' ' 
hard for his digestion. 

That all persons labouring under an habltiinl aod. 
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obstinate criticism may be induced to enter into this 
course of carminatives^ I can assure them with great 
certainty^ that the operation of these medicines^ not- 
withstanding the prodigious discharge of crudities 
which they occasion^ is not attended with the least 
sickness to the patient himself; he has indeed the 
appearance of a violent fit of the colic; but^ in 
reality^ he has only the trouble of eructation : all the 
sickness and nausea usual in other cases of the like 
nature being marvellously^ in this^ transferred to the 
by-standers. 

But as all medicines have not equal effects on all 
constitutions ; so this^ though sufficient in many cases, 
may possibly be defective in a few : I have therefore 
in reserve a secret^ which I may venture to pronounce 
will prove of great utility. It is this : Let every man 
who IS afflicted with this scrophulous disease imme« 
diately turn author. And if it should so happen (as 
it is not absolutely impossible) that his compositions 
should not be adaptea to every body's taste, it will 
infallibly work so upon his stomach as entirely to 
purge off those indigested particles, to which all this 
foul wind was originally owing. For it is true to a 
proverb, that if you hang a dog upon a crab-tree, li# 
>yill never love verjuice. I am. 

Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

B.D. 



with 

allow that a critic's turning «.„v..v. «... ^^„c uim m 

his malevolence ; having always found that the most 

difficult people in the world to be pleased are those 

who know experimentally that they want talents to 

flease. 
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It lias laia iipoa inj' conscience for some time, that 
I have takeu no notice of tliose of ray correspondents, 
whose letters to me, for reasons of state, have been 
withheld from the public. Several of these gentle- 
men have favoured me with their assistance from the 
kindest motives. They have discovered that I am' 
growing dull, and have therefore very generouslj' 
sent me some of their own wit, to restore me to reJ i 
piitation. But as 1 am not sure of a constant supply' J 
of these brilliant epistles, I have been cautious dE i 
inserting them : knowing that when once a bottle at 1 
claret is set upon the table, people are apt to make' 
ihoes at plain port. 

There are other gentlemen to irhom I am no 
clbliged. These have taken it for granted, that . 
declared in my first paper against meddling v 
religion, I must certainly be an infidel : upon whic^' I 
supposition they have been pleased to shower in upon' 
me what they call their free thoughts: but these' 
thoughts, as I have hitherto given no assurances Off I 
my infidelity, are rather too free for this paper. And' f 
besides, as I have always endeavoured to be new, !• \ 
cannot consent to publish any thing s 
abuse upon religion. 

But the majority of these my private correspondent*^ 1 
arc politicians. They ajiprove, they tell me, of my' 
neutrality at first ; but matters have been so managed 
lately by those in power, that it is the part of every 
honest man to become an opposer. The compli- 
ments which these gentleman are pleased to pay my 
abilities are the highest satis&ction to me. Their 
letters do mc the honour to assure me, that if I will 
but exert myaelfj the ministry must do exactly as I 
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would have them ; and that the next general election 
will certainly take whatever turn I have a mind to 
give it. 

I am very far from denying that I have all this 
power J hut I have ever been of opinion that it is 
greater to save than destroy : for which reason I am 
willing to continue the present administration alittte 
longer; though at the same time 1 must take the 
liberty of declaring, that if I find the popular da* 
mours against a late act of parliament to be true^ 
namely^ that it will defeat all the prophecies relating 
to the dispersion of the Jews ; or that the new Te8-». 
tament is to be thrown out of our Bibles and Common^ 
prayer books ; or that a general circumcision is cer* 
tainly to take place soon after the meeting of the 
new parliament ; I say, when these things are sOj I. 
shall most assuredly exert myself as becomes a tru^- 
born Englishman. 

I confess very freely that I had conceived soma 
dislike to the marriage bill ; having been assured bjF 
the maid-servant where 1 lodge, that after the 25to 
day of next March, no young woman could i)e mar* 
ried without taking her bible oath that she was worth 
fifty pounds. But as I have read the bill since, and 
have foimd no such clause in it^ I am tolerably well 
satisfied. 

To those of my correspondents who are angry with 
me for not having endeavoured to inculcate some, 
serious moral in every one of these papers, I shall 
just take notice, that 1 am writing essays, and not 
sermons. But though I do not avowedly once a 
week attack envy, malice, and uncharitableness^ I 
hope that a paper now and then written with plea- 
santry and good humour, though it should have no 
direct moral in view, may so amuse and temper the 
mind, as to guard it against the approaches of those 
tormenting passions. There is nothing tru^r tbaa . 
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that bad spirits and ill-Luinour are the parents of 
misery and mischief; Le, therefore, who can lead 
the iniaginatioa from gluoia and vajiniirs to objects 
of cheerfulness and mirth is a useful member of 
society. 

Having now discharged my cniiscience of its biir- 
then, I shall close this paper with a letter which I 
received yesterday by tlie pcniiy-post. 1 insert it 
here to show, that a late very serious essay of mine, 
calculated for the support and delight of ladies in 
years, has done real harm ; while others of a gajer 
nature, and without a moral, have been perfectly in^ 
offensive. 

TO ME. FITH-ADAM. 



That yoa hare been the occasion of misery to an 
innocent woman is as true, as that I hope I may> i 
acquit you of any evil intention: you have indeei^Jfl 
misled me, but it is another who has wronged me^iP 
Yet if I had not used my utmost endeavours, anj ' 
practised every honest art to get redress from this . 
unjust person, I should neither desire nor deserve & 
place in your paper. 

But, alas I air, while I am prefacing my sad stor^i 
through a too modest reluctance to begin it, I am ^ 
fearlul that you will mistake me for some creduloiui ,] 
yijung creature, who has yielded up her honour tA (I 
betraying man. Indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I am no ,^ 
such person, being at jiresent in my fifty-sixth yety, 
and having always entertained such an aversion to . 
impurity, as to bo ready to die with shame even gf J 
my very dreams, when they have sometimes hap- 
pened to tend that way. But how has my virtup 

been rewarded ! 1 will conceal nothing fiwm you, 

sir, though my cheeks are glowing with shame as 
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well as indigimtion. 1 am wronged^ barbarously 

wronged^ and will complain. 

The hand that is now penning this letter was three' 
tedious weeks ago given at the altar to the most 

unworthy of men Forgive me, sir, a moment's 

pause 1 cannot think of what I am, without 

exclaiming in the bitterness of my heart, how cruelly 
I am disappointed ! I will be particular in my. r&* 
lation. 

My father was a country gentleman of a good 
estate, which by his death, that happened near two 
months ago^ devolved to me as his only child. It 
was matter of wonder to our neighbours, that a pez^ 
son so agreeable as I was thought to be, and who nad 
been marriageable a good while (for as I mentioned 
before, I am m my fifty-sixth year) should be suffered 
to live single to so ripe an age. To say the truth, 
I could never account for this wonder, any otherwise 
than from that excess of delicacy which I always ob-^ 
served in my conversation with the men, and which 
in all probability prevented them from declaring 
themselves. 

As soon as I had performed the last duties to my 
father, I came up to town, and took lodgings ift 
Bury-street — ^Would it had been in Pall-mall, or a 
street still wider ! for then I might have escaped the 
observation of a tall well-made gentleman from Ire- 
land, who, unfortunately for my peace, lodged direcdy 
over the way, 

I will not trouble you with the methods he took 
from his window to engage my attention, or with 
what passed between us on his being permitted to 
visit me. All I shall say is, that whatever ground 
he had gained in my heart, it might have proved a 
difficult task for him to have carried me without a 
settlement, if the World of July the 1 2th, upon the 
love pf elderly women, had not fallen into my 
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hands. Before the reading of that fatal paper, I had 
suspicions that my person might possibly be less 
desirable than my fortune ; but now I believed, and 
my wishes assisted my belief, that he languished to 
possess me. I read the story of Ninon TEndos 
above a dozen times over ; and I rejoiced to find my- 
self of the exact age of that lady, when her charms 
had sudi an ascendancy over the unfortunate de 
Villiers. 

My lover found me with the paper in my hand. 
I read it to him ; and he confirmed me in my opi- 
nion, by wishing himself the Abb6 Gedoyn, and his 
angel, as he called me, eighty years old, that he might 
be as happy as the Frendiman. In short, being now. 
thoroughly convinced that the only object of a sincere, 
fervent, and lasting passion in a young man was a 
woman in years, I made no secret to hkn of my in- 
cUnations ; and the very next morning we were pub- 
licly married. 

Alas ! sir, were you in jest or earnest when you , 
wrote that paper ? 1 have a melancholy reason for 
believing you were in jest. And is a woman of fifty- 
five then so undesirable an object ? Is she not to be 
endured? Or are all men deceivers? No; that ii^ 
impossiUe ; it is I only that am deceived. I d2U*e not 
say more, unless it be to tell you, that a fortune 
of thirty thousand pounds is rather too much to 
be given in exchange for a mere name, when, if 
you knew the whole truths I have no r^ right to 
any name but my maiden one. I am, by no name 
at all^ 

Sir, 
Your most humUe servant. 
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No. 34. THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 1753. 



When I declared against meddline with polkicsin theM 
my lucubrations, I meant oTily that kind of politics^ 
or art of government, which is so learnedly and hW 
gically reasoned upon in all the coffee-houses and baf^ 
bers' shops of this great metropolis; intending (as H! 
is my province) to take cognizance of any particfdar 
act of the legislature, that, contrary to its intention^ 
has been prejudicial to the morals of my fellow 
citizens. 

But it is the repeal of an act of parliament^ and 
not the act itself, that I am now ab()ut to complain 
of. The act' I mean is the witch act. I am not 
considering the repeal of this act as affecting our 
religious belief, according to the Scotch proverb, 
' Tank awaw the deel, and good bwee to the Lord.^ 
I think of it only in a moral light, as it has given 
such encouragement to witchcraft in this kingdom, 
that one hardly meets with a grown person, either in 
public or private, who is not more or less under Hs 
influence. 

Whoever attends to the sermon at church, or listens 
to the conversation of grave and good men, will hear 
and believe that the present age is the most fruitAil 
in wickedness of any since tlie deluge. Whether 
these gentlemen have discovered the true reason, of 
this depravity, or whether the discovery has been 
reserved for me, I will tot pretend to determine; 
but certain it is, that the repeal of an act of parlia- 
ment, which was meant to restrain the power of the 
devil, by inflicting death upon his agents, must in- 
fallibly give him a much greater influence over us, 
than he ever could have hoped for during the coti- 
ti nuance of such an act. 
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I am well awnre that there are certain of my readers 
who ha»e no belief in witches ; but I am willing to 
hope they are nnly those who either have not read, 
or else have forgot, the proceedings against them, 
published at large in the State Trials : if there is any 
man alive who can deny his assent to the positive and 
circumstantial evidence given against them in these 
trials, I shall only say that I pity most sincerely the 
hardness of his heart. 

That the devil may truly be said to be let loose 
among us, by the repeal of this act, will api)ear be- 
yond contradiction, if we take a survey of the general 
fascination that all ranks and orders of mankind seem 
at present to be under. 

What is it but witchcraft that occasions that iini' 
versal and uncontrollable rage of play, by which the 
nobleman, the man of tashion, the merchant and the 
tradesman, with their wives, sons, and daughters, 
are running headlong to ruin ? What is it but witph- 
craft that conjures up that spirit of pride and passion 
for expense, by which all classes" of men, from bis 
grace at Westminster to the salesman at Wapping, 
are entailing beggary u|>on tlieir old age, and he* 
queathing their children to poverty and the parish ? 
Again, is it possible to be accounted fiir, from any 
natural cause, that persons of good sense and sober 
dispositions should take a freak four or live times in a 
winter, of turning their houses into inns ; cramming 
every bed-chamber, closet, and corner with people 
whom they hardly know; stifling one another with 
heat ; blocking up the streets with chairs and coaches ; 
offending themselves, and pleasing nobody; and all 
this for the vain boast of having drawn together a 
greater mob than my lady Si>nnebody, or the honour- 
able Mr. Such-a-nne ? That nothing but witchcraft 
can be the occasion of so much folly and absurdity 
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be sick^ and should happen to discharge a great quan* 
tity of the said pins^ or if while you are speaking to 
this old woman she should suddenly transform her* 
self into a horse without a head^ or any such uncom- 
mon animal, you may very fairly conclude that she is 
no other than a witch. In such cases it will be a 
happy circumstance if you are able to say the Loird's 
prayer : for by repeating it three times to yourself 
she becomes as harmless as a babe. 

A lady of my acquaintance, who has often been be- 
witched, assures me of her having detected multi- 
tudes of these hags, by laying two straws one across 
the other in the path where they are to tread. It 
is wonderful, she says, to see how a witch is musled 
at these straws : for that after having made many 
fruitless attempts to step over them, she either stanas 
stock still, or turns back. But to secure yourself 
within doors against the enchantment of witches^ 
especially if you are a person of fashion, and have 
never been taught the Lord's prayer, the only method 
I know of is, to nail a horseshoe upon the threshold. 
This I can affirm to be of the greatest efficacy ; inso- 
much that I have taken notice of many a little cot* 
tage in the country, with a horseshoe at its door, 
where gaming, extravagance, routs, adultery, Jaoo- 
bitism, and all the catalogue of witchcrafts, have been 
totally unknown. 

I snail conclude this paper by signifying my inten- 
Cion, one day or other, of hiring a porter, and of send- 
ing him with a hammer and nails, and a large quan- 
tity of horseshoes, to certain houses in the purlieus 
of St. James's. I believe it would not be amiss (as a 
charm against play) if he had orders to fix a whole 
dozen of these horseshoes at the door of White's 
From St. James's he shall have directions to proceed 
to the city, and to distribute the remainder of his 
burthen among the thresholds of those doors, at which 
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the witchcnift of Jacobitism has been most si 
to enter. 



spccted 



Nu. 35. THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1753. 



TO MR. FITZ-ADAM- 



That you may know who it is that offers you his- 
cnrrespuii deuce, and haw qiiaJilieil 1 am to make a 
figure in the World, I shall let you into the secret of 
my birth and history, 

I hare the hoDour to be deecended from the an- 
cient family of the Limbertongues, in Staftbril shire. 
My grandfather was of the cabinet with Oliver Crom- 
well ; butunfortunatelyhappeningtowMsiK'ra secret 
of some importance to his wife^ the affair unaccount- 
ably became public, and sentence of dismission was 
immediately passed upon him. My father was de- 
cyjiherer to King WilliBin. It was by his diligence 
and address that the assassination ])lDt and semne 
other combinations in that reign were brought to 
light. But being somewhat too officions in his zeal, 
he WHS suspected of betraying the secrets of bis otHce 
(the better, as is supposed, to insinuate himself into 
those of the opposition), and was diBcarded with dis- 
grace, With a fortune barely sufficient fur support, 
he retired to his native Tillage in Staffordshire ; and 
soon after marrying the daughter of an unbeneficed 
clergyman in the neighbourhood, lie had issue male, 
the u'riter of this letter. 

My earliest infancy gave indications of an inqui- 
sitive mind ; and it was my father's care to implant 
in me, with the lirst knowledge of words, an insatia- 
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ble desire to cotntniinicnte. At twelre ypars old I 
<ltHCovcrc(l the frailty of a maiden aunt, Htiil brought 
the Ltirate of the parish into disgrace, A young laiJy 
of uncommon discrotion, who boarded in th« family, 
was BO delighted with tb« story, that she made lue a 
party in all her visita, to give me new ocuuions of 
relating it ; but happening one evening to sti:al a little 
abruptly upon the retireinent of this hidv, I disut' 
vered her in the prettiest familiarity imaginable irith 
the harlequin of a strolling company. 

It waa about this time that a fever carried my mo- 
ther to her grare. My father for some weeks wa« 
inconsolable ; but making an acquaintance with an 
inn-keeper's daughter in the village, and marrying 
her soon after, he became the gayest man alive. By 
the direction of my new mother, who, for unknown 
reasons, grew uneasy at my prying di8[Kisition, 1 was 
sentenced to a erammar school at fifty miles di- 
stance. Mortitied RH I was at first, I began early to 
relish this change of life, A new world was open to 
me Ibr discovery : I wormed myself into the secrets 
of every boy, and made immediate information to 
the muster. Many were the whippings upon these 
occasions; but as my heart aln'ays felt for the mis- 
chiefs of my tongue, I was the first to condole with 
the sufferer, and escaped suspicion by my humanity. 
But all human enjoyments are transitory. It hap- 
pened in the course of my discoveries, that by a per- 
verse boy's denying the fact he was charged with, 1 
was UDfortunntely called up to give evidence against 
hira; and though I delivered it with the strictest 
regard to truth, I found the whole school in com- 
bination against me, and every one branded me with 
the name of tell-tale. 

From this unlucky accident, hardly a day passed, 
but I was called upon to answer facts which 1 never 
committed, and was as certainly punished for deuy- 
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iDg them. 1 n-as buffeted and abused by erery boy, 
and then wJiipped for quarrelling ; or if any tiling was 
missing in the sc:h()()l, it was ivmstaiitly found in one 
of my coat pockets, or locked up safely in my trunk. 
During this continued state of persecution, I wi'ote 
repeatedly to my fatber for leure to return home : but 
the guTernnieDt of that family wae transferred, and 
admittance to it, eren at commoD vacation timee, 
denied me. At the end of five years, however, and, 
aa you will soon be informed, to my utter disgrace, I 
obtained the favour of paseiDg the Christmaa holidays 
at home. 

The morning after my arrival, I perceived at 
breakfast, by the demure looks of the mu.id, aud now 
and then a Eide-wink at her mistrewt, that there were 
secrets in the family. It was not long beftire I dis- 
covered some particular familiarities between my 
mother-in-law and a spruce exciseman in the neigh- 
bourhood. The room I lay in was the next to hers; 
but unadvisedly attempting a email peep-hole in the 
wainscot, I uiuuckily bored through tlie face of nij 
father's picture, which hung on the other ^de; I^ 
vbich misfortune I underwent the mortification of a 
discovery, and the severest discipline 1 ever felt. Stung 
with tlie re]>ruaches I met with from this adven- 
ture, 1 doubled my assiduities, and had the satisfac- 
tion of discovering one af^moon in the garden, that 
the exciseman and my mother were made of the very 
same flesh and blood with the curate and my aunt. 
My father happening to be engaged at the nest vil- 
lage, I had time to go from house to house to inform 
the parish of his disgrace : but how great was niy 
surprise, when at my return home, instead of gain- 
ing credit to my story, my mother had art enough 
to turn the mischief upon myself, and to get me 
driven out of doors as the most wicked of incesr'J 
diaries, 
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Enraged as I was at my father's inhuinaDity , 1 feljL 
upon itiy knees in the street, and made a auleinu uaiiif 
never to enter Ijib doors again, whatever misery might, 
be the coti sequence. With this resolution, and BomQn 
what more than a guinea in my pocket {which I ha^, 
■aved from the benefactions of some particular fricadif, 
at my return from ecbool), I took the road, by mooa-^ 
light, fur London. Nothing remarkable occurred t«^ 
me on the way, till the last mile of my journey 
when joining company with a very civil gentleman 
who was kind enough to conduct me oyer the fiel4^ 
from Islington, and giving him a history of mv Iifi^ 
I found this humane stranger so touched witn noj 
misfortunes, as to otFer me a bed at his own houa^ 
and a supply of whatever money I wanted, till pra^ 
vision could be made for me. Such unexpected gene 
rosity drew tears from me. I thanked him for lij| 
goodness ; and showing him a guinea, which was jr^^^ 
unbroken, 1 told him the favour of his house wou) 
be sufficient obligation. I was indeed a little sui 
prised to find at that very instant my beoefactor'i 
pistol at my breast, and a menace of immediate deatii, 
if I refused to deliver : but you will imagine, Mr^ 
fitz-Adam, that I could withhold nothing from i' 
Ifind a friend; and obligations being thus muti^ 
between us, he left me to pursue my way with a fe 
halfpence in tay pocket. j 

To particularize my distresses on my first arrival i| 
town would bo to write a volume instead of a lett^ 
In a short time my inquisitive talents were takM 
notice of, and I commenced busiitess in the |K>St f 
retainer to a bailiff's follower: but forgetting thj 
secrecy was necessary to my commi3.si(in, I oommt 
nicated my errand wherever I wax sent upon tli) 
look-out, and gave many a fine gentleman time fa 
escape. This i.-mployracnt, though of short duratiur 
got me B natural interest among the lawyers ; i 
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by the merit of scholarship, aa well as u'riting a-tokra- 
bte hand, I giicceedeil in time to the smttrt post of 
derk to a solicitor. But here too it was my misfor- 
tune to be a little too unguarded in my iliacuceries ; 
fbr happening sometimes to be sent abroad with bills 
of coat tor business never done, and fees never paid, I 
found it impossible to conceal any thing from the 
clientfl, and was discai'ded as a betrayer of niy master'a- 
secreta In the course of a few years I was obliged 
to combat necessity in the various cliara>:ter3 of a 
poet, a ballad-singer, a soldier, a tooth-drawer, a 
mountebank, an actor, and a travelling tutor to »i 
buck. In this last post I might have lit'ed with ease 
and profit, if I could have concealed from my pupil 
that he was tlie plague of every country he came to, 
and the disgrace of hia own. By gradual progression, 
and having acquired some knowledge in French, I 
rose in time to be assistant-secretary to an envoy 
abroad. Here it was that my intjuiring mind began 
to be of service to me ; but happening in a few months. 
to make discovery of certain transactions, not much , 
to the honour of my master, and being detected in 
transmitting them to my friends in England, I was ' 
discarded from my office with contempt and beggary. 
Upon this occasion my necessities hurried me to ita- 
act of guilt, that my conscience will for ever upbraid 
ine with ; for bciog thus descried io a country where 
charity was unfashionable, anil reduced to the very 
point of starving, I renounced my religion for bread, 
and became a brother of the mendicants of St. Francis. 
Under the sanctity of this habit, and from the ex- 
ample of the brotherhood, I led a life of profligacy 
and wantonness. But though my conscience was 
subdued, my tongue retained its freedom : for it was 
my misfortune one day, through ignorance of my 
company, to betray the secrets of a lady's confes- 
sion to her own husband. The story began t^ spread ; 
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and it was by a sort of miracle that I found the 
means of escaping with life. 

At my return into England, I made a solemn re- 
nunciation of my apostacy ; and by tlie favour of a 
certain great man became of consequence enough for 
the service of a ministerial Mriter. My performances 
for some time were highly applauded ; but being a 
little too fond of communicatmg objections for the 
sake of answering them^ I was accused of weakening 
the cause^ and ordered to look out for other employ- 
ment. Enraged at the injustice of this treatment, I 
devoted my pen to the service of patriotism ; but being 
somewhat indiscreet in my zeal, and occasionally hint- 
ing to the world that my employers were only con- 
tending for power^ I had the sentence of dismission 
passed upon me for inadvertency. 

Being thus driven from all employment^ and nei- 
ther inclined nor able to conquer the bent of my mind, 
I began seriously to consider how I might turn this 
very disposition to advantage. In the midst of these 
reflections it occurred to me that the ladies were na^ 
turally open-hearted like myself, and that if I te&* 
dered them my services, and supplied them with 
scandal upon all their acquaintance, I might find 
my account in it. But as wicked as this town is 
thought to be, and as knowing as I was in what was 
doinff in it» I soon found that the real occurrences 
of lite were too insipid for the attention of these &ir 
ones, and that I must a<ld invention to facts, or be 
looked upon as a triflcr. I accordingly laid about me 
with all my might, and by a judicious mixture of 
truth and lies succeeded so well, that in less thaa 
two months I carried off a dowager of quidity, and 
am at present a very resigned widower with Sr hasd^ 
some fortune. 

This, sir, is my history ; and as I cannot keep aay 
thing that I know, and as I know almost every thing 
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that people wuuld wish to keep, I intend mTself the 
honour of corresponding witli you often ; and am. 



. I accept of Mr. Limbertongue's correspondence 
with all my heart. The varieties he has experienced 
will enable him to furnieh useful cautions, and in> 
structiTe eutertaioniient. Tlie ladies will be taught 
to avoid scandal by virtue ; and the men either to 
reform or conceal their vices, while the tell-tale is 
abroad. 



. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER C, 1753. 



I WAS formerly acquainted with a very honest nid 
gentleman, who as often as he was aslied at the tavern 
how his wife did, never failed to assure us, ' that lie 
did not come abroad to be put in mind of his wife.' 
I could wish with all ray heart that those persons 
who are married to the town for at least eight moDtlis 
in the year wonld, upon their removal into tlie couu- 
ti7, forget the amusements of it, and attach them- 
selves to those pleasures which are to be found in 
groves and gardens, in exercise aod temperance. But 
' ' e of variety, and as pleasing a '' 



be, jt is observable that in all the large v 
London the summer seems only to be endured, as it 
is made to reaemhie the winter in town. Routs, 
visits, assemblies and meetings for drinking, are all 
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the pleasures that arc attended to ; while tlie meadows 
and corn-fields 

(Mliere the niilk-niaid singcth blithe 
And the mower whets his scythe) 

are neglected and despised. 

I have received a letter upon this suhject, wbicht 
for its candour and good sense, I shall lay before my- 
readers for the speculation of to-day. 

TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

In this season of universal migration, whei^ the 
fireworks of Marybone, and the tin-\i'orks of Vaux-' 
hal], are deserted for the salutary springs of Tun- 
bridge, Chelteniiam, and Scarborougn; it would not 
be amiss, methinks^ if you were to give us your opi- 
nion of those seats of idleness and pleasure, health 
and gaiety. Or suppose you should extend your 
views still farther^ and tell us what you think in ge- 
neral of summer amusements^ and the fashionable' 
employments of rural life ? To supply in some mea- 
sure tnis defect, give me leave to acquaint you with 
the principal occurrences that engaged my attention 
very lately, in a ten days retirement in the country. 

As the friend I visited was a man who had seen 
much of the world ; as his wife and daughters were 
adorned with all the accomplishments of centeel life ; - 
and as they were no less admired for their under- ■ 
standings than their persons ; my expectation was 
raised and flattered with the pleasing^ yet reasonable : 
thought of passing my time with no less improve- 
ment than delight, in a situation where art and nature ' 
conspired to indulge my utmost wishes. But how 
grievously disappointed was I to find, that whenever 
1 walked out 1 must walk alone ; and even then warf • 
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sure to be reproached ; in the aftenioon, for rising 
before the bottle was out ; and in tlie evening, for 
breaking a set of cards ! The former part of ray con- 
duct disobliged the men, and the latter offended the 
ladies. Scarce cnuld I reach the end of the avenue, 
before my Iriend, with a gentle rebulte, summoned 
me back to give a toast ; and hardly could I contem- 
plate the view from the t«rrace, before Miss Kitty 
would come running to tell me that the rubber was 
tip, and that it was my turn to cut in. This, I douht, 
is too genera] a complaint to be soon redressed; yet 
it is not less a grievance. That persona ao well qua- 
lified for giving and receiving the pleasures of con- 
versation should thus agree to banish thought (at 
least, all subjects that are worth the thinking of) 
must be almost incredible to those who are unac- 
quainted with polite life. That a season, in which 
all the beauties of nature appear to such advantage, 
should be thus thrown away, and as much disregarded 
asthe depth of winter, seems utterly inexcusable, and 
in some degree immoral. ' How,' thought I to my- 
self, ' can talents designed for the noblest purposes 
be thus perverted to the meanest ? Is it the sale pro- 
vince of wit to give toasts, and of beauty to shuIHe 
cards ? How are the faculties of reason suspended, 
while those of passion alone prevail ! Since it is no 
less certain that the sweetest temper may be destroyed 
by cards, than that the best constitution may be 
ruined by wine.' These were mv usual reflections as 
I returned to my company, chagrined and disap- 
pointed at the loss of a wulk, which, though a soli- 
tary one, I should always prefer to the pleasures of 
the bottle, or a party at whist by daylight, in the best 
assembly in England. 

Be so good, Mr- Fttz-Adam, as to espouse the 
" ! of injured Nature, and remonstrate loudly 
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against this enormous barbarity of killing the Slim- 
mer. Let cards prevail in winter^ and in cities only- : 
tootnuch of them do we see in this great town to 
desire them elsewhere. Let drinking be confined to 
election dinners and corporation feasts, and not con- 
tinue (as it too much does) imperceptibly to make 
havoc of our private families. Assure the ladies^ tlie 
young ones I mean, that however their mothers mtiy 
instruct them by example, or whatever they them- 
selves may think, anxiety and disappointment, hope 
and fear, are no improvers of their beauty : that Venus 
never kept her court at a rout ; and that the arrows 
of Cupid are not winged with cards. Let them take 
but one walk, and the milk-maid that gives them a 
sillabub at the end of it will convince them that air 
and exercise are the true preservatives of health and 
beauty, and will add more lively bloom and fresher 
roses to their cheeks than all the roug^e oi Frendb art^ 
or all the flush of English avarice. Inform the men, 
if they know it not already, that though they may 
esteem themselves sober when they are not dead 
drunk, and possibly may never be in a state oi intoxi* 
cation, yet drinking to any degree of excess will cer- 
tainly hurt, if not totally ruin, their constitutions, and 
be the sure, though perhaps slow, occasions of rheu- 
matisms, gouts, dropsies, and death itself. Many 
instances of this will occur in the sphere of every 
one's acquaintance ; and if some of the deceased h^ve 
lived fifty or sixty years, it is hardly to be doubted^ 
that had this barbarous custom never prevailed, their 
lives might have been extended to at least seventy or 
eighty. 

In short, while these practices continue, by which 
every rural delight is entirely lost, country seats may 
be esteemed an idle expense, and a useless burthen. 
London is certainly the fittest place for either the 
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buttle or cards : it is tliere that the gcntleraeo may 
j»ur8iie the one, and the ladies the other, without 
being interru[)ted by such trouhtesome guests as my- 
self, who may be now and then desirous of picking a 
noaegay, nr of listening to the nightingale. For in 
rain does Nature lariah her charms, if they are thus 
neglected ; in vain dn the birds sing, if no one hears 
them ; and in rain do the flowers hlow, if 

-they binw unseen. 

And waste their Bwejtncss on the deaert air. 

But if these p)lite persons vrill continue to reside 
in the summer at tlieir eountry seats, merely because 
it is the fashion, it would be no unfriendly office to 
spare theni the mortification of continually gazing 
upon unwelcome objects. In order, therefore, to fix 
their attention to the most important concerns, I 
would humbly propose (and I doubt not but the pro- 
posal would meet with their approbation) that im-. 
mediately after dinner the windows be closed, and 
the light of the sun be exchanged for that of wax 
candles ; by which means the gentlemen over their 
bottle, in one room, maj uninterruptedly haranguo 
on hounds and horses, while the ladies in another may 
be shut up till midnight with cards and counters. 
And that the latter may be spared the disquiet of 
baring recourse on a Sunday to fields and gardens 
(I mean if their mammas or bushandR should happen 
to be so enthusiastically rigid as to forbid gaming 
upon that day) let it be lawhil for them to lie abed 
and study Mr, Hoyls. 

Your most humble servant. 
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No. 37. THURSDAY, SEPT. 13, 1753. 



The following letter is written with so much nature 
and simplicity, that rather than curtail it of its length^ 
I have thought proper (as T once did before) to ex- 
tend my paper to another half sheet. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I am the widow of a merchant, with whom I lired 
happily, and in affluence for many years. We had 
no children, and^when he died he left me all he had ; 
but his affairs were so involved, that the balance 
which I received, after having gone through miicb 
expense and trouble, was no more than one thousand 
.pounds. This sum I placed in the hands of a friend 
of my husband's, who was reckoned a good man in 
the city, and who allowed me an interest of four per 
cent, ror my capital ; and with this forty pouDOfl a 
year I retired, and boarded in a village about a hun* 
dred miles from London. 

There was an old lady of great fortune in thai 
neighbourhood, who visited often at the house where 
I lodged : she pretended, after a short acquaintaBoe, 
to take a great liking to me : she professed a friend* 
ship for me, and at length persuaded me to come and 
live with her. 

Between the time of taking this my resolution and 

fmtting it into execution, I was inrormed that this 
ady, whom I shall call Lady Mary, was very unequal 
in her humours, and treated her inferiors and de- 
pendents with that insolence which she imagined her 
superior fortune gave her a right to make use of. 
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But as I was neither her relation nor depcnden 
all that I ileaircd from her waa a 



Hty, I thought that whenever her ladyship 
house becainc disagreeable to me, I could r 
my old quartern, and live in the same man; 
did before IberameacquaiDtedwithher; and upon the 
strength of this resBouiog, I packed up my clothes, 
paid off my lodgings, and waa conveyeu by my Lady 
Mary, in her own coach, to her monsion-houBe. 

For tlie first year she treated me with diility and 
confidence ; but in that time I could not help ob- 
serving that she had no affection for any body. I 
found out that she did nut lore her nearest relations, 
who were highly esteemed by all the rest of the 
neighbourhood; and therefore I gave but little credit 
to ail the protestations of frieudship which she was 
continually making to me. 

She told me all that she knew, and more than she 
fctiew J and insinuated to me, that I was to look ujmn 
ilie trust she reposed in me as the strongest proof of 
the highest friendship. But these insinuations lost 
'Ifieir effect ; for 1 knew by experience, that there are 
many people, of which number her ladyship was one, 
ttat often hare a need to unbosom themselves, who 
must have somebody to impart their secrets to, and 
irho, when they know any thing that ought not tii be 
told, are never at ease till they tell it. 
■ But to proceed in my story. One day, when her 
ladyship had treated me with uocommon kindiieas, 
for my Imving taken her part in a dispute with one 
of her relations, I received a letter from London, to 
bforra me that the person in whose hands I had placed 
■ my fortune, and who till that time had paid my in- 
terest money very exactly, was broke, and had fled 
the kingdom. 

Lady Mary, in her fits of friendship, had offered 
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me presents, arid perhaps the ofteher, because I alw»yt 
refused them. Sne had sometimes told me how db- 
sirous she was to do me good in any thing that lay 
within her power. But in those days I had the inex- 
pressible happiness of having no wish or view b^ond 
what my little fortune could afford me ; and I waft 
truly sensible of, and blessed in, the heartfelt satis- 
faction of independence. Imagine then, sir, what I 
felt at the receipt of the above-mentioned letter. All 
that I shall say to you about what it produced is, 
that I took my resolution immediately. I. carried 
the letter in my hand to Lady Mary ; but before I 
gave it to her, I told her, that I had never doubted 
the sincerity of her friendship, and that I was th(K 
roughly sensible of the kindness with which she 
treatea me. I put her in mind of the presents which 
she had offered me, and added, that while I was not 
in want of her assistance, J thought it wrong to ac- 
cept of them ; but that the time was now come when 
her friendship was likely to become my only support ; 
that it would be unjust in me to suspect that I snottld 
not receive it; and that the letter J then gave her 
would tell her all, and spare my tears. 

Her ladyship immediately read it over with more 
attention than emotion; but after returning it to 
me, she embraced me, and assured me, in a condoling 
voice, that however great my misfortunes might bcj 
she could not help feeling some satisfaction in think- 
ing that it was m her power to alleviate them, by 
giving me proofs of her unalterable friendship ; that 
er house, ner table, her servants, should always con- 
tinue to be mine; that we should never part while 
we lived, and that I should feel no chanee in my 
condition from this unhappy alteration of my cir- 
cumstances. 

To any body that knew her ladyship less than I 
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ilii!, tlieee words would have aSbrded matter of great 
(nneolatiun ; biit when I retired tu my chaoilier, and 
reflected upon my past and present situation, I saw 
that I had every tiling to regret in the one, and yeiy 
little to hope for from the other ; and the fulloicing 
day couviuced me of the manner in which I was t4) 
lead my future life, 

Wheuerer Lady Mary spoke tome, she had tiltberta 
called me Mrs. Trumao ; but tlie rery nest morning 
at breakfast she left out Mrs. ; and upon no greater 
provocation than breaking a tea-cup, she made me 
thorouglily sensible of her superiority and my de- 
pendence. ' Lord, Truman, you are so awkward I 
Pray be more carefiil for the future, or we shall not 
lire long tugetlier. Do you think I can aiford tp 
have my chiua broke at this rate, and maintain you 
into the bargain }' 

From this moment I was obliged to drop the name 
and character of friend, which I had hitherto maii^- 
talned with a little dignity, and to take up that 
which the French call complaUante, and the Engliali 
humble companion. But it did not stop here ; for in 
a week I was reduced to be as miBerable a toad-eater 
as any in Great Britain, which, in the strictest sense 
of the word, is a lervant ; except that the toad-eatw 
has the honour of dining with my lady, and the mis- 
fortune of receiving no wages. 

The beginningof my servitude was being; employed 
in small business in her ladyship's own presences- 
Truman, fetdi this ; Truman, carry that; Truman, 
ring the bell ; Truman, lill up the pot ; Truman, 
pour out the coffee ; Truman, stir the fire ; Truman, 
call a servant ; Truman, get me a glass of water, and 
put me in mind tv take my drops. 

The second part nf my service was harder. I was 
a good housewife; I understood preserving, pickling. 
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and pastry, perfectly well; I was no had roflliner, 
and I was very well skilled in the management of a 
dairy. All these little talents I haa frequentlT 
proauced, sometimes for my own amusement, ana 
sometimes to make my court to my lady. But now 
what had been my diversion became my employmeBt : 
my lady could touch no sweetmeat, pickle, tart, or 
cheeseodce, but what was the work of my hands* 
I made up all her linen ; I mended and somethnei 
washed her lace ; the butter she eats every momijig 
is all of my churning, and I make every sltp-ooat 
cheese that is brought to her table ; ana if any of 
these my various works miscarry, I am scoldea or 
pouted at, as much as if I was hired and paid for eYery 
branch of the different employments to which I an 
put. 

This degradation of mine has not escaped the eyes. 
of the quick-sighted servants. The change in my 
situation has produced a total one in their behavioDr^ 
There is haraly a chambermaid that will bring nie 
up a bottle of water into my room, or a footman that 
will give me a glass of small beer at dinner. 

I must now give you an account of certain regula- 
tions which I am enjoined to observe at table. I wti 
absolutely forbid to taste any dish that is eatable 
cold as well as hot, or that may be hashed for sup- , 
per. By this I am prevented from eating of most', 
dishes that come before us. I must never taate ' 
boiled or roast beef; and ham and venison-pasty are;, 
equally contraband. Fowls, chicken, and all sorts iaf , 
game, come under the article of prohibited goods f , 
and though I see brawn and sturgeon served im-. 
every day during the whole winter, I am no more ! 
the better for them than Tantalus was for his apples;. ,i 
and really sometimes 1 eat as little as those who 
dine with Duke Humphrey, or as Sancho did wheB 
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he was made govemnr of Barataria. To this I may 
add, tliat I have Dot tasted a glass of trine in our 
house for some years, and that (junclij bishop, cotJ. 
tankard, and negus arc equally denied me; and I 
never must touch any fruit, unless when I am tu pre- 
serve it. 

The rewards I receive for the service 1 do, and the 
restraint which I submit to, consist in having the. 
enjoyment of the mere necessaries of life, provide^ f 
you exclude money out of the number. I am cluthedr I 
out of Lady Mary's wardrobe ; and I have ofTeuded. ' 
Mrs. Pinup, her ladyship's woman, past all forgive-. 
ness, because her ladyship chouses tliat I sl)ould not 
go naked about the liuuse. 

Not being much used to a coach, 1 am generalljFi 
sick with sitting backwards in one. This my lady ' 
knows [lerfectlv well; hut since I entered into ray 
fltale of depenaeuce, I am constantly obliged to let 
her sit forwards alone in the daily airings that ve , 
take upon the adjacent common. 

You have already seen, sir, that I do the work of,, 
most of the servants in the house : but I must now 
descend a, little lower, and ac(]uaint you with some 
abject employments, which T am forced to submit to. 

I have already hinted to you, that my lady has n<^ , 
real friendship tur either man or woman. Her af- ,' 
fectionsare settled uiion the brute creation, for whom^ 
she expresses incredible tenderness. You would takffji^ 
her monkey to be her eldest son by the care sh« a 
shows of him ; and she could not be more indulgent, 
to her favourite daughter than she is to her lap-dog j. 
she has a real friendship for her parrot; and tJie other, 3 
day she expressed much more joy at the safe delivery, , 
of a beloved cat than she had done, some months 
before, at the birth of her grandson. 

It is my province lo tend, wait upon, and serve this 
favuuritc part of the family. I am made ' '" 
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for all their ^Its; and if any of tbem are sick, it is 
I that am to blame. It was through my negligence - 
that Pug broke my lady's (inest set of diina ; and my 
forgetting to gire Veny her dinner was the occasion 
of the dear creature's illness. Foil's silence is often 
attributed to my ill usage ; and the murder of two 
or three kittens has been most unjustly laid to my 
diarge. 

I now come to some grievances of another kind, 
which I am almost ashamed to own, but which are 
necessary to be told. 

My lady has, for the humour in her eyes (by-the- 
by I make all her eye-water) three issues; one in 
each arm, and one in her back. Now it happened that 
her own M'oman being one day confined to her bed, 
I was desired to pcrJForm the operation of dressing 
them in her steaa; and unfortunately I acquitted 
myself of the task so much to my lady's satisfaction, 
that Mrs. Pinup has been turned out of that office, 
which is given to me, and I am afraid it is a place 
for life. 

There was another thing happened to me last year 
which deserves to be inserted in this letter, and wHich, 
though it made me cry, will, I am afraid, make other 
people laugh. 

Lady Mary> out of the few teeth she had left, had 
one that had the impudence to ache and keep her 
ladyship awake for two nights together ; upon this, 
Mr. Mercy, the surgeon, was sent for, who, upon 
viewing the affected part, declared immediately for 
extraction. This put my lady into a terrible agony: 
she declared she never had a tooth drawn in her Ufe, 
and that she could never be brought to undergo it, 
unless she saw the same operation performed upon 
somebody else in her presence. Upon this, all the 
servants were summoned, and she endeavoured to 
persuade them one after another to havie a tooth 
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(Irawu, for her setrice; but they aJl lefiised, and 
chose rather to lose their places tliaii their teeth. 
Lady Mary addressed herself to me, and conjured 
ine, by the long Iriendship that had stibsUted be- 
tween us, and by all the obligations I had already to 
her, and tliose she was determined to confer upon 
tne, to grant her this request. I blush to tell yoa 
that I yielded, and parted with a fine white sound 
tooth : but what will you say when I also |tell you, 
that after I had Inat mine, Mr. Mercy was at last 
sent avay without drawing her ladyship's. 

Liidy Mary takes great quantities of physic, and 
part of my business is to prepare and make up the 
doses; but what is still worse, her ladyship will 
swallow nothing till I have tasted it in her presence. 
I also make and administer all the water-gruet th&t 
she drinks with her physic, and am forced to attend 
her with caniomile tea, when she takes a vomit. 
Tliis last is hard duty, as it not only makes rae con- 
stantly sick, but as often staiiis my only guwn and 

I have now, sir, done with all my bodily hardships, 
and shall proceed to a grievance, which lies heavier 
on me than aU I have already mentioned; I mean.^ 
that per|)etual sacrifice of truth, which t am forced | 
to make for her ladyship's service. 

Lady Mary is about sisty-iive, and labours under .■ 
a vice, which sometimes persons of the same sex andlf 
age are subject to ; I mean that of telling long and' 1 
improbable stories. She has a fine invention, whidv,P 
oft^eu carries her beyond the boimds even of po9§i.i I 
bility. She deals largely in the marvellous, andj I 
whenever she perceives that she has made the com- ^ 
pany stare a little too much, she constantly appeals 
to me for the truth of a fact which I never heard 
before; but of which I am declared to have been 
9a eye-witness. 
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Another ^evunce ia, tlint niy \adj being i; 



iich 



tbe richest person in the neighbuurhood, i 
roughly convinced that nobody of an inferior for- 
tune can ever be in the right id any diepute which 
may happen between them ; and aa her ladyship's 
argumenta are generally very weak, so her paaaionB 
are rery strong; and what nhe wants in reason she 
makes up in anger, which Mimetimes rises to ahiise: 
and in all these disputes, she never fails to apply to 
me as an equitable judge, for my decision of the con- 
test; wliich appeal being accompained with one of 
Colonel Hernando's looks, sentence is immediately 
■ ;r fevour; for what can reason or 
argument do against fear am) poverty ? These unjust 
judgments have made all the neighbours ray ene- 
, who imagine also, that, by this behaviour of 
:, I must be highly in my lady's good graces, so 
that they hate what they ought to com[)assionate, 
:tnd envy what they should rather pity' It is the 
same case in every quarrel that happi'ns between 
her ladyship and her own relations. 1 am made the 
witness and jmlge in every cause ; and I own very 
freely that my testimony is generally false, and my 
judgment partial: so that upon the whole my neigh- 
bours hate me, the family detest me, and my lady 
herself does not love and cannot esteem me. 

You are now, sir, fully informed of the wretched 
lite I lead ; and as I dare say that there are many 
who pasa their days exactly in the same manner, 
you will do them and me a singular service by print- 
ing this letter. My lady takes in your paper, and 
lends it about to all the neighbours ; and there are 
some features of my condition tim strongly drawn to 
be mistaken by any of my acquaintance. A com- 
mon likeness would not have been sufficient; but 
audi a caricature as J have painted must strike and 
be known at first sight, ajid perhaps may contribute 
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to (ihnnge my scene fur a better. But one thing I 
am sure of, wbkh is, that no alteration thnt can 
happen to me from the publishing this paper can 
be for the worse. 

I am, air. 
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TO Ha. FITZ-ADAM- 

a species of luxury, which though you j 
t often have observed, I do not find that yon ' 
have hitherto talien notice of, I mean that extrava- 
gance of expense, which people of all ranks and con- 
ditioos arc daily running into in the article of tar- 
niture. In the houses of the great (not to meotioii 
the profusion of French ornament, and costly elitter 
of erery room) the meanest utensils of the kitchen 
are alt of plate. But it is not upon tlie follies of 
other people that I am going to descant; it is of my- 
self and my country-house, or rather of my wife ami 
her villa, tnat I intend to be particular. The house 
I am speaking of, together with a very considerable 
estate, was left me by an uncle in the city, with 
whom I lived from the age of sixteen. As he in- 
tended me for trade, you may be sure he gave me 
no other education (anttle scBool learning excepted) 
< tltira what waa necessary to a compting-house. But 
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finding myself at his death in possession of a plen- 
tiful fortune^ I resolved to commence gentleman; 
and accordingly disposed of my effects in business^ 
and took a house at the other end of the town. 

Here I became acquainted with a lady of quality, 
who, though she had the highest notions of birth, yet 
from so trifling a circumstance as want of fort\m6, 
condescended to give me her hand, notwithstanding 
the meanness of my family, and the diflference of our 
educations. As I thought myself extremely ho- 
noured by an alliance with so great a lady, I gave 
the management of every thing into her hands, and 
grew as indolent as if I had really been a man of 
fashion. My wife was a woman of exceeding fine 
tastCy as it is called; or in other words, one who 
liked to have every thing about her in the newest and 
most expensive manner. As soon as I brought her 
to my country-house, I thought she would have 
fainted away at the sight of my furniture ; the whole 
of it (to use her own words) was so fi'ightful, so 
odious, and so out of taste 1 Her upholsterer must 
be sent for that instant 1 for there was no enduring 
life in the midst of so much antiquated lumber. I 
forgot to tell you that I had entirely new-furnished 
the house about three months before; but though 
every thing was extremely good and neat, I muist 
do my wife the justice to own there was very little 
in it but what was of real use. Early the next dliy 
down comes the upholsterer. 'Lora, Mr. KifaDg,' 
says she, ' I am glad you are come. Pray rest your- 
self a little ; but I am afraid you can't find a chair 
fit for a Christian to sit down upon. Such seats! 
such backs! such legs! such — but they are so of a 
piece with the rest of the furniture ! — Dear Kifang, 
I am glad you are come !' So without waiting for 
his reply, or suffering him to sit down, she conducted 
him tnrough ail the apartments, except Uie offices. 
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which indeed she has never once con descended to 
visit since her becoming mistresa of my family. 
_ Mr. KifaDg, who is said to be of Chinese extrac- 
tion, and who must be allowed to understand his 
business as well as any man alire, agreed perfectly 
with her la'ship; and obserred, 'that such out-of- 
&sbion things might do well enough for a citizen; 
bat that persons of quality and distinction, who had 
a laete and all that, should have something tbf 1 
reign and superb, and quite in another-guess sort of I 
a manner.' In short, sir, by the indefatigable zeal T 
of this Chinese upholsterer, in about four months I 
my house was entirely new furnished; but so dig 
guised and altered, that I hardly knew it again.— 
There is not a bed, a table, a chair, or even 
grate, that is not twisted into so many ridiculous 
and grotesque figures, and so decorated with the 
heads, bealis, wings, and claws of birds and beasts, 
that Milton's 

Gorgons, uid hydras, and chlmferai dire, 

are not to be compared with them. Every room is 
completely covered with a Wilton carpet; I supjHise 
to save the floors, which are all new-laid, and in the 
most expensive manner. In each of these rooms is 
a jiair or two uf stands, supported by different figures 
of men or beasts, on which are placed branches of 
Chelsea china ; representing lions, bears, and other 
animals, holding in their mouths or paws sprigs of 
bay, orange, or myrtle; among the leaves of which 
are fixed sockets tor the reception of wax candles, 
which by dispersing the light among the foliage, I 
own, malce a eery agreeable appearance. But 1 can 
see no use for the lions and bears; to say the truth, 
1 cunnot help thinking it a little unnatural; for it is 
well knoH'U that all kinds of savages are afraid of 
tire. But this I submit to you, having observed of 
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late several wild beasts exhibited on the stage, with- 
out their showing the least surprise at the lamps, or 
even at the loud shouts of applause which have been 
bestowed upon them from the galleries. The upper 
apartments of my house, which were before hand- 
tamely wainscoted, are now hung with the richest 
Chinese and India paper, where all the |>ower8 of 
fancy are exhausted in a thousand fantastic figures of 
birds, beasts, and fishes, which never had existence. 
And what adds to the curiosity is, that the fishes 
are seen flying in the air, or perching upon the trees ; 
which puts me in mind of a passage I learnt at 
school (for I have not absolutely forgot my Latin) 

De^^iinum appingit aylvi a ■ 

the oddness of which, I suppose, was the reason of 
my remembering it. 

The best, or, as my wife calls it, the state bed- 
chamber, is furnished in a manner that has half 
undone me* The hangings are white satin, with 
French flowers and artificial moss stuck upon it with 
gum, and interspersed with ten thousand spangles, 
beads, and shells. The bed stands in an alcove, at the 
top of which are painted Cupids strewing flowers, and 
sprinkling perfumes. This is divided from the room 
by two twisted pillars, adorned with wreaths of 
flowers, and intermixed with shell-work. In this 
apartment there is a cabinet of most curious work- 
manship, highly finished with stones, gems and shells, 
dispersed in such a manner as to represent several 
sorts of flowers. The top of this cabinet is acfSrned 
with a prodigious pyramid of china of all colourS) 
shapes, and sizes. At every corner of the room are 
great jars filled with dried leaves of roses and jessa* 
mine. The chimney-piece also (and indeed every one 
in the house) is covered with immense quantities of 
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iigures ; among wliich are Tala- 
id BoDzes, asil all the religioiia orders of t)iu 



room tliat presents itself is my wife's 
in; but I will not attempt to describe 
it to you miuutely, it is so full of trinkets. The 
walls are covered round with looking-glass, inter- 
spersed with pictures made of moss, butterflies, and , 
sea-weeds. Under a very magnificent Chin 
nopy stands the toilette, fiiriitslted with a set of ] 
boxes of gilt plate for combs, brushes, paints, pastesf, . 
patches, pomatums, powders, white, gray, and blu^.l 
bottles of hungary, lavender, and orange-floivaJ 
wat«r, and, in short, all the apparatus fur disguistuj^^ 
beauty. Here she constantly pays her devoti "" 
two hours every morning; but what kind of dirin 
she adores may be safer for ynn to guess than 
me to tell. By this time I imagine you will c 
ceive my house to be much fuller of furniture tl 
my hcaa. Alas ! sir, I am but a husband, and inv 
wife is a woman of quality. But I could submit 
with some degree of patience to all this fully ana I 
expense, if my children (and I have two fine boyl^H 
and a girl) were not either kept close prisoners itt J 
the nursery, or driven into the kitchen among tlirfs4 
servants, to prevent their playing about the i 
and making havoc of the crockery. 

I have a thousand other curiosities in my house, 
of which I neither know the uses nor the names. 
But I cannot help mentioning the gravel-watks, 
rivers, groves, and temples, which on a grand day 
make their appearance at the dessert. For you are 
not to suppose that all this profusion of ornament 
is only to gratify my wife's curiosity ; it is meant ns 
a preparative to the greatest happiness of life, that 
of seeing company. And I assure you she gives 
above twenty entertainments in a year to people for 
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whom she has no manner of regard^ for no other 
reason in the world than to show them her house. 
In shorty sir^ it is become so great a sight that I 
am no longer master of it ; being continually driven 
from room to room, to give opportunity for strangers 
to admire it. But as we have lately missed a fa^ 
vourite Chinese tumbler, and some other valuably 
moveables, we have entertained thoughts pf con- 
fining the show to one day in the week, and of ad- 
mitting no persons whatsoever without tickets ; un- 
less they happen to be acquainted with the names, 
at least, pf some of my wife's relations. For my 
own part, if every thing in the house was stolen, it 
would give me less concern than I have felt for 
many years past at every India sale, or at the 
shortest visit that she has made at Deard's: for 
J find to my sorrow, that as my furniture increases, 
my acres cuminish; and that a new fashion never 
fails of producing a fresh mortgage. 

If you think my case may be of service to any of 
those husbands who are unhappy enough to be mar- 
ried to wives of taste, you have free leave to pub- 
lish it from. 

Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

Samuel Simple. 
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I HAVE received no less than four letters from my 
friend Nic. Limbertongue, since last Thursday was 
three weeks, at which time I had the honour of 
exhibiting his character and history in this paper. 
But all I dare do with these letters is, to give a 
short abstract of them to my readers; my friead 
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having entered so minutely into family secrets, and 
(as he assures me upon his honour) with the strictest 
regard to truth, that I myself should be the teU" 
tale if I gave them to the public in the manner I 
received them. 

In the first of these letters he gives me the hi- 
story of the third lying-in of a young lady of fashioii 
near St. James's, who is at present only in her nine- 
teenth year, and who lives with a very pious old 
aunt, and passes for a pattern of modesty and virtue. 
He also favours me with the names and characters 
of two gentlemen, who have the honour, separately, 
of passing the evening with this young lady, with- 
out either suspecting the other of being any thing 
more than a visiting acquaintance. 

The second letter contains the secret memoirs of 
a woman of quality, whose husband is just upon the 
point of parting with her for indiscretion. Till 
the reading of this letter, I confess myself to have 
had a very iiaadequate idea of the meaning of this 
word. To be indiscreet, it seems, is for a mar- 
ried woman to listen to the addresses of one, two, 
or half a dozen lovers; to make assignations with 
them separately ; to declare her hatred to her hus- 
band, and to admit her said lovers to every liberty 
but one. All this, provided the lady be detected 
in some of her closest familiarities, is to be indis- 
creet : and though the virtue of such a lady is not 
to be called in question, yet every body has a right 
to say that she has been guilty of indiscretions. 

My friend's third letter is a good deal too wag- 
gish for the sobriety of this paper. It is the history 
of a parson and his two maids, whom he calls Ra- 
chel and Leah. To say the truth, I have another 
reason for suppressing this letter, which is, that tlie 
doctor happens to be the rector of my own parish, 
.^nd (setting Rachel and Leah, and eating and 
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drinking^ out of the question) is really a very oonti- 
nent and abstemious man. 

The fourth and last letter is a voyage from Vauz* 
hall to Whitehall, in a dark night under a tilt> 
performed by persons of distinction . of both sexes. 
All that I shall inform my readers of this voyage isi 
that it appears from the journal of it (which vas 
kept by one of the passengers, and communicated 
to my friend) to have been a very indiscreet one; 
and that in the latitude of Westminster-bridge, 
Miss Kitty, a young country beauty of eighteen, 
was heard to say with great quickness to a colo- 
nel of the guards, who sat next to her, ' Be quiet, 
sir !' and to accompany her words with so smart a 
slap on the face, that the centre arch rung again ; 
upon which her aunt, who was one of the party, 
took occasion to observe, 'That her niece would 
always be a country girl, and know nothing of the 
world.' 

Having now taken sufficient notice of my friend 
Limbertongue's letters, I shall leave my readers 
to animadvert upon them, and devote the remainder 
of this paper to a female correspondent. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I am a young woman, born to no great fortune, 
but from the indulgence of my parents, am so happy 
as to enjoy the advantages of a good education. I 
have really a handsome face, have a natural genti- 
lity about me, walk as well as any body, and am told 
by my mother, and have heard it whispered a thou- 
sand times by the maids, that I am a clever girl. 

It was my fortune some time ago, when I waa 
upon a visit in the country, to make a hole in a 
gentleman's heart, as he sat in the next pew to ne 
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at church ; and as I am aboee dis^isea, I shall cnn- 
feBs Tery freelj' that I waa equally strueli. I took a 
pleasurii in looking at him from the tirst moment I 
saw him ; and it was no trilling gatisfai.-tiun to me, 
that B9 often as 1 dared squint that way, I found his 
eyes to be fixed fully upoD mine. 

As he was bnown to the lady at whose lionse I 
was entertained, it was matter of no great diificulty 
for him to introduce himself to my acquaintani^. 
I inquired into his character, and was told tliat be 
was a gentleman addicted to no kind of Tice; that 
liis fortune was a very handsome one; tliat he had 
great Bensibility and generosity; but that he was 
extremely quick-sighted to the foibles of women. I 
was not much pleased with this last information ; hut 
baring a pretty good opinion of myself, I did not 
iluubt that I should so hamper him with discretiou 
and beauty, that he could not possibly escape nie. 

To be as short as I can, he soon made proposals 
to me in form, which, after the usual hesitations, 
were in form accepted. My parents w 
upon the occasion, and every thing was preparing 
for our happiness, when Aiphonsu (for so I shall 
call him) was unfortunately summoned to a distant 
part of the country, to attend the last moments of a 
near relation. There was no disobeying this cruel 
summons ; and with a thousand protrstationa of un- 
alterable lore, away he went. 

During his absence, which happened to be much 
longer than, 1 believe, either of us wished, the, 
fashion came up among the ladies of wearing thetr 
gowns off the shoulders; and though my skin was 
rather of the broicuest, and I had also the misfor- 
tune of having a large scar across my bosom, I im- 
mediately .pared away six inches of ray stay before 
and behind, and presented myself to him at his re- 
turn in all the nakedness of the fashion. I was in- 
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deed greatly astonished, that as he was running into 
my arms with all the eagerness of a long absent lover^ 
he stopt of a sudden to survey me, and after giving 
me only a cold salute, and inquiring how I did, sat 
himself down for about a quarter of an hour, and 
then wished me a good night. 

It really never occurred to me, to what accident I 
was to attribute so mortifying a change, till early 
the next morning I was let into the secret by the 
following letter : 

' Madam, 
' To have but one defect in your whole person, 
and to display it to the world with so much pains, 
is to betray a want of that prudence, without which 
the marriage state is generally a state of misery. I 
must tlicrefore take the liberty of telling you, that 
my last visit was paid yesterday, and that my last 
letter waits only till I have subscribed myself, 

' Madam, 
' Your most obedient humble servant, 

^Alphonso. 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, into whiat 
awkward confusion and distress this letter threw me. 
At first I reproached the inconstancy of my lover, 
and called him the basest and most perfidious of 
men ; but when my passion was abated, and I began 
seriously to reflect upon my incautious behaviour, I 
could not help allowing that he had reason on his 
side; though I hope you will be of opinion, that his 
letter is a little too mortifying, and his resolution 
too hasty. 

Some months have elapsed since I have worn the 
willow ; and I have at present hardly any expecta- 
tion of being restored to grace ; though if Alphonso 
had thought it worth his while to make any inaui.. 
ries about me, he would hare known that ever smoe 
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the diseorery of tliat fatal scar (wliicJi I can assure 
him upon my honoiir traa only occasioned by a burn) 
I have wnrn my stays as liigli, and pinned niy jfitvia 
as decently, as his hard heart wuulil desire; and not- 
withstaDding the very warm weallier we have had 
tbis summer, I have never made a visit, or appeared 
aoy where in public, but in a double handkerchief, 
and that too pinned under my chin. 

I have two reasons, sir, for troubling you with this 
letter, and desiring your publication of it. The first 
is, that my lover may see bow penitent I am for iny 
fnult; and the second, to do service tu two ladies oi- j 
mv acquaintance; one of which has a most ((iscon* 
Bolnte length of face, which she makes absolutely 
frightful by wearing the poke of her cap quite bacfc 
to her pole ; the other, with the feet and ]egs of a 
Welch porter, is for ever tripping it along the Mall 
in white shoes and short petticoats. If I cannot be- 
nefit myself, it will be Kome little satisfaction to have 
been a warning to my friends. 

Your most unfortunate humble servant, 

P. S. Since my writing this letter, I have some 
distant bujie that my lover may come about again ; 
having been informed of a saying of his to a friend, 
' That in spite of the scar upon my bosota, my ap- 
pearance that night put him in mind of a book lately 
published, called Heaven open to all men.' 
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Of all the eastern stories that have hitherto made 
their appearance in English, there is not one that 
conveys so perfect and beautif\il a moral as that of 
rOL. I. V 
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the Prince Ruzranschad and the Princess Chehe- 
ristany. in the first volume of the Persian Tales. 
Ruzvanschad was king of China^ and Cheheristany 
princess of an island of Genies. They fell despe- 
rately in love with each other^ and after the usual 
delays were married in due form in the island of 
Cheheristan, where the lady was queen. But before 
the solemnization of this marriage, the princess of 
the Genies addressed the king of China in the fol- 
lowing manner ; ' I am not going/ said she, ' to make 
your majesty any unreasonable request, though the 
power 1 have over you, and the superiority of my 
nature, claim obedience in all things: I shall only 
demand a promise from you, that for the honour of 
your queen, and for our mutual happiness, you will 
blindly comply with me in every thing I have a 
mind to do. The Genies are never in the wrong. If, 
therefore, at any time my actions should happen to 
appear unaccountable and extravagant, say within 
yourself, my wife has reason for what she does : for 
it is impossible that we should live together in love 
and harmony, unless you implicitly believe that I 
am always in the right.' The king, according to 
the universal custom of lovers, promised very readily 
to think in all things as his princess would have 
him ; and the marriage was celebrated with all ima- 
ginable splendor. 

The sequel of the story informs us, that his ma- 
jesty of China did not absolutely keep his royal pro- 
mise; for that upon certain trifling occasions, such, 
for instance, as the queen's flinging her son into the 
fire, giving her daughter to be devoured by a wild 
beast, destroying the provisions of his whole army, 
and the like (which are only allegorical expressions, 
signifying a mamma's giving up her son to the fire 
of his passions, carrying her daughter to the masque- 
rade, and consuming the substance of her husband). 
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be not only thought her in the wrong, but had the 
rashness to tell her so. Here begins the misery of 
this royal and once happy couple ; the queen separates 
herself from her. husband, and at the end of ten 
whole years consents to cohabitation upon no other 
terms than a renewal of the old ^promise, ratified by 
an oath. The story adds, that the king of China, 
having seen his error, never failed to acknowledge 
the wisdom of his queen in all she did, and that they 
lived to an extreme old age, the happiest monarchs of 
the East. 

If every husband in England was to read this story- 
night and morning till he had got it by heart ; and, 
in imitation of the king of China, if he would con- 
sider himself as a mere son of Adam, and his wife of 
the superior nature of the Genies, the happiness of 
his life would in all probability be secured ; for I am 
fully persuaded that all the infelicities of the married 
state are occasioned by men*s finding fault with the 
conduct of itheir wives, and imagining then)selves to 
be fitter for government than for obedience. 

For my own part, I have always looked upon the 
husband to be the head of his wife, just in the same 
manner as a fountain is the head of a stream ; which 
only finds supplies for its wanderings, without direct- 
ing the current which way it shall flowi It may 
possibly be objected that wives are commanded in a 
certain book called the Bible to be obedient to their 
husbands ; but a lady of my acquaintance, who is a 
great casuist in divinity, seems to have set this mat- 
ter in a true light, by observing, that as most of the 
commentators upon, the New Testament have agreed 
that some of its particular commands and prohibitions 
are merely local and temporary, and intended only as 
cautions to the christians against giving scandal to 
the jews and heathens, among whom they lived ; she 
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makes no manner of doubt that obedience to busbands 
was among the number of these commands^ and that 
it might be right to observe it in the infancy pf 
Christianity^ but not now. 

Many persons, as well christians as others; are of 
opinion, that to command is neither the province of 
the wife nor the husband ; and that to advise or intreat 
is all that either has a right to. But this I take 
to be wrong policy ; for as every private family is a 
little state M'ithin itself, there should be a superior 
and laws, or all will be anarchy and confusion : and 
as it is indisputable that the wife knows more of family 
affairs than the husband, there is no reason in the 
Morld for taking the command out of her hands. 

Every body sees that when men keep mistresses 
they commence subjects under an absolute tyranny; 
and that a wife should have less authority is, in my 
own private opinion, a very hard case, especially if 
it be considered, that she is not only one flesh with 
her husband, but as the universal phrase '\&, his hetter 
part. Every body knows too, that good-humour in 
a wife is the most necessary of all the virtues to 
secure the happiness of a husband ; and how is her 
good -hum our to be preserved, if she is to be under 
perpetual control ? It is no new discovery, that the 
nrst wish of a woman is power; if therefore you 
give the sceptre into her hand, and intreat her to 
say and do according to her own good pleasure, it 
would be almost impossible for her to be always out 
of temper. 

But the subordination of husbands will appear to 
be of greater necessity, if it be considered how unfit 
almost every man is to govern himself. I have known 
husbands of hopeful dispositions, who, from being 
left entirely to their own management, have run into 
every excess of riot and debauchery ; when it has 
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been obvious, tliat had their wives exerted the proper 
authority over them, they would have made the 
Boberest aud meekest inea alive. How tbaakful 
therefore ought we to be, that our wives are inclined 
to take upon themselves the troublesome office of 
govemnient, and Ui leave to their husbands the easy 
duty of obedience, which a child of six years old is as 
capable of performing as his father of forty ! 

1 have indeed heard it objected, that all women 
are not sufficiently qualified for the government of 
their husbands. But by whom is this objection made? 
By some obstinate old bachelor, who, for WMt of con- 
versing with the sex, has formed very erroneous 
opinions of their dignity and ahilities. To decide 
this question, I would only appeal to those husbands 
who have lived in a, constant state of subjection to 
their wives ; and if any one of them dare tell me that 
he has 6nce wished to be his own master, I will be a 
bachelor in unbelief. It has also been objected, that 
the tyranny of a wife may sometimes be a little mart L 
absolute thao the husband may wish it to be; but i%M 
has always been a maxim, that an absolute monarc^^ w 
is the beat, provided that we know, and have a rtgbC 1 
of choosing our ruler ; the husband therefore should, J 
be satisfied with a small estensiou of the prerogative, f 
whose monarch is not only of his own choosing, but 
one whom he has courted to reign over him. 

It is matter of no small satisfaction to me, that by 
vindicating the sovereignty of the ladies, I am doing 
service to my king and country; for while men are 
kept under a continued state of subjection at home, 
they will submit with more alacrity to the laws, and ' 
feel a deficiency of those spirits, which, for want of 
proper control, might lead them into riots, insurrec- 
tions, and rebellions. It w'ere to be wished, indeed, 
that the ladies would drop the study of national ]m)- 
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litics^ and confine themselves to family goyerament 
only : for while a husband is no other than the vassal 
of his wife^ a female Jacobite (unless she should hap- 
pen to be ugly or an old maid) may be a dangerous 
creature. I shall therefore conclude this paper by 
recommending it to the administration to nave a 
particular eve to those seminaries of female learning, 
known by the name of boarding-schools. It might 
not be improper if the oaths of allegiance and ab- 
juration were to be administered to the superiors and 
mademoiselles of such colleges^ or if the nead of his 
present majesty King George was to be worked by 
every pretty miss at the bottom of her sampler. 
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As the writers of the two following letters are of a 
sex for which I have the sincerest regard and vene- 
ration, I have, made no delay in committing them to 
the press, not doubting that the evils they complain 
of will excite the attention of my readers. 

TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I am a very hearty old maid of seventy-three ; but 
I have a parcel of impertinent nephews and nieces, 
who, because I have kept my good-humour, will 
needs have it that I have parted with something 
else. Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, be so kind as to tell 
these graceless relations of mine, that it is not im- 
possible for a woman to have two virtues at a time ; 
and that she may be merry and chaste, as Mell as 
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my rustic, though he paid me particular regards, 
and was a handsome fellow with a good estate, had 
no one accomplishment upon earth to recommend 
him to a woman of fashion. His education had been 
at the university, where he had pursued nothing but 
his studies. He knew nobody in town but people 
whom nobody knows ; had been at court but once ; 
detested play, and had no ideas of routs and drums. 
His virtues (for my aunt and cousins were continu- 
ally talking of them) reached no farther than a little 
charity to the poor ; a vast deal of what they call 
good-nature; abundance of duty to the old lady his 
mother, and a ridiculous fondness for a sister, who 
was one of the plainest women I ever saw. But in 
affairs of gallantry, or the fashions of the town, he 
was as ignorant as a Hottentot. He would sometimes, 
indeed, make a party with us at whist for half-crowns, 
which he called deep play ; but as to shuffling, fuz- 
zing, changing of seats, hints to a partner, setting 
up honours without holding them, and the like, 
which are the essentials of the game, he was an ab- 
solute ideot. He considered cards, he said, only as 
an amusement, and was perfectly indifferent whether 
he won or lost. Yet in spite of myself, and so con- 
temptible an animal, I was really in love with him. 
Nay, so entirely did he possess me, that I contrived 
to be ill, and to keep my chamber three mornings 
together, to engage him alone. But would you think 
it, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; tf lie approached to touch my 
hand, I had such frights and fears about me, that I 
hardly knew M'here I was. I trembled at every word 
he spoke to me; and had he offered at those trifling 
liberties, which every fine gentleman is admitted to 
in town, and which the strictest modesty would only 
cry pish at, I verily believe I should have died. But 
bis country education was the saving of my life. His 
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intentions^ I perceived, were^ to make a wife of mc ; 
a character, which of all characters in the world I 
had the greatest aversion to ; as, in all probahility, 
it would connect me with the cares of a mother, and 
a thousand ridiculous duties and affections, that a 
well-bred woman has really no tinie for. Yet this 
deplorable creature I had certainly been, if he had 
not all of a sudden (for what reason 1 know not, 
unless he thinks it a crime for a lady to be a little 
witty upon the Bible) taken a crotchet into his head 
of treating me like a stranger. The man is most evi- 
dently mad ; for instead of directing all his discourse 
to me as usual, he is fof ever caballing with my 
youngest cousin, and talking by the hour in praise of 
a country education. 

But, thanks to my stars, there is a place called 
London ; where, in a very few weeks, the business of 
play, and the amusements of polite life, shall cure me 
of my folly, and restore me to my complexion. I shall 
fly to the brag-table as to an asylum against the 

?assions. It is there that love is never thought of. 
'he men have no designs, nor the women tempta- 
tions. It puts me in mind of the state of innocence 
which our first parents fell from: the sexes may 
meet naked, and not be ashamed, nor even know 
that they are naked. 

It would take up too much of your paper to enforce 
the advantages of play, by laying before you the evils 
it prevents. Scandal was newr heard of at a card- 
table : the question when M'e meet is not who lost 
her honour last night .^ but who her money? We 
need never go to church to ridicule the parsons, otr 
stay at home to be the plague of husbands or servants. 
In short, if women would escape the pursuits of men, 
the drudgery of wives, the cares of parents, and the 
plagues of home, their security is play. I know of 
nothing that can be said against it, but that it may 
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possibly lead to ill-nature, quarrels, cheating, and 
ruin. 

I am, sir, 
' Your constant reader, 

and most humble servant, 

Sophia Shuffle. 



No. 42. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1753. 



It is a common phrase, when we speak of a person 
who has nothing remarkably bad In his disposition, 
that he is a good sort of a man ; but of these good 
sort of men there are multitudes to be met with, who 
are more troublesome and offensive than a swarm of 
gnats within one's bed-curtains. 

A good sort of a man is sometimes he, who from 
shallowness of parts, and a narrow education, be- 
lieves every action of mankind, that is not calculated 
to promote some pious or virtuous end, to be blamable 
and vicious. He prescribes to himself rules for the 
conduct of life, and censures those who differ from 
him as immoral or irreligious. Walking in the fields 
on a Sunday, or taking up a newspaper, is an offence 
against Heaven. I have heard a young lady severely 
reprimanded for reading a Spectator upon that day ; 
and I have known it prophesied of a boy of eight 
years old, that he would certainly be an Atheist, for 
having written God with a little g, and Devil with 
a great D. In the (pinion of this good sort of a man, 
to say Lord bless me is a breach of the third com- 
mandment ; and to affirm, upon one's word, that this 
or that thing is true or false, is downright swearing. 

To such characters as these, the infidelity of others 
may in some measure be owing. . To avoid one ex- 
treme we are apt to run into another; and because 
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one man happens to believe a gr^at deal too mucb^ 
another is determined to believe nothing at all. 

During the usurpation of Cromwell, we were a 
nation of psalm -singers; which is the best reason I 
can give for the inundation of bawdy songs that 

Eourcd in upon us at the Restoration : for though the 
ing and his court were indefatigable in the pro))a- 
gation of wantonness (and every body knows how 
apt men are to copy the manners of a court) they 
would have found it a very hard task to debauch 
the whole kingdom, if it had not been a kingdom 
of enthusiasts. 

Another, though less mischievous good sort of a 
man is he, who upon every occasion, or upon no oc- 
casion at all, is teazingyou with advice. This gentle- 
man is generally a very grave personage, who hap- 
pening either to have outlived his passions, or to 
have been formed without any, regulates all his 
actions by the rule of prudence. 'He visits you in 
a morning, and is sorry to hear you call those persons 
your friends who kept you at the King's-arms last 
night after the clock had struck twelve. He tells 
you of an acquaintance of his, of a hundred and 
two years old, who was never up after sun- setting, 
nor a-bed after sun-rising. He informs you of those 
meats which are easiest of digestion, prescribes 
water-gruel for your breakfast, and harangues upon 
the poison of made dishes. He knows who caught 
a fever by going upon the water, and can tell you of 
a young lady who had the rheumatism in all her 
limbs by wearing an India persian in the middle of 
October. If at a jovial meeting of friends you hap- 
pen to have drank a single glass too much, he tains 
to you of dropsies and inflammations, and wonders 
that a man will buy pleasure in an evening, at the 
hazard of an head-ach in the morning. That such 
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person may really be a good sort of a mitn, and 
may gire his advice out of pure humatiity. 



rery ready to allow; but I cannot help thinking 
(ana I am no advocate for intemperance) tliat if it 
was not now-antl-then for giving prudence the slip, 
and for a little hiirniless playing tlie fool, life woum 
be a very insipid tbing. 

A third gooii sort nf n man \s one who calls upon 
you every day, and tella you wlint the people say of 
you abroad. As how ' Mr. Nokes ivas very warm 
in your praises, and that Mr. Stiles agreed with him 
io opinion ; but that Mr. Roe and Mrs. Doe, who 
by-the-by pretend to be your friends, were conti- 
nually coming in with one of their ill-natured ifs. 
But they are like the rest of tlie world. You bave 
a thousand enemies, though you do nothing to de- 
serve them. I wonder what could provoke Mr. A. 
to h\\ upon you with so much violence before Lady 
fi. : but then to hear Mr. C. and Miss D., who are 
under such obligations to y<iu, join in the abuse, 
was what, I own, I did not e.xjjecf. But there is no 
siucerity among ua : and I verily believe you ha' 
not a friend in the whole world besides myself.' • 
Thus does he run on, not only lessening you inyour.]! 
own opinion, ^ut robbing you of the most pleasing J 
satisfaction of life, that of thinking yourself esteemeS J 



by those with whom you converse. 



om you converse. If ynu liqp^J 
I any public character, the Lord havp] 
mercy upon you ! for unless you can stop your ear»4 
to the croakings of these ravens, you must be raisi 
able indeed. There are very tew gaod mrt of m 
that are more pernicious than these: for as almont-l 
every man in the world is curious of knowing what 
another thinks of him, he is perpetuaJly listening to 
abuses upon himself, till be grows a liater of his 
kind. It is for this reason that dissimulation is 
^often to le ranked among the virtues; for if every 
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man of your acquaintance, instead of assuring you 
of his esteem and regard, was to tell you that he did 
not care a straw for you (which twenty to one is the 
truth), the motives to benevolence would be entirely 
destroyed; and though the Moving those that hate 
us' be a precept of Christianity, it would puzzle me 
to name a christian of my acquaintance, who has 
grace enough to practise it. 

A fourth good sort of a man, and with whom I shall 
conclude this paper, is the man of ceremony. But 
as this character is drawn from the life by one of my 
correspondents who has felt the inconvenience of it, 
I shall give it to my readers in his own words. 

MR. FITZ-ADAM, 

I belong to a club of very honest fellows in the 
city, who meet once a week to kill care and be in- 
nocently merry. Every one of us used to sing his 
song or tell his story for the entertainment of his 
friends, and to be good-naturedly jocose upon the 
foibles of the company. But all our merriment has 
been at a stand for some time, by the admission of a 
new member, who, it seems, is a person of verj/ine 
breeding. You must know that he is our supe- 
rior in fortune ; from which consideration we show 
him a great deal of respect. At his entrance into 
the club-room we all rise from our chairs, and it is 
not till he has paid his compliments to each of us 
separately, and kept us standing for near a quarter 
of an hour, that he entreats us to be seated. He then 
hopes we are all perfectly well, and that we caught 
no colds that day se'nnight by walking home from 
the club;^ for that the night was foggy, or it was 
rainy, or it was cold, or it was something or 
other, that gave him a good ^ deal of pain till 
he saw us again. After we have all made our 
bows, and assured him ^of our exceeding good 
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healths^ the inquiry begins after our ladies and fa- 
milies. He is always so unfortunate as to forget the 
number and names qf our children, for which he 
most heartily begs pardon, and hopes the dear little 
creatures, whom he has not the pleasure of knowing, 
will forgive him for his want of memory. The finish- 
ing this ceremony generally takes us up about an 
hour ; after which, as he is the first man of the club, 
it is necessary, in point of good manners, that he 
should find us in conversation ; and to say the truth, 
since his admission into our society, we have none 
of us a word to say, unle£is it be in answer to his 
inquiries. And now it is that we are entertained 
with the history of a dinner at Lady Fidfad's, at 
which were present Lord and Lady Lavender, Sir 
Nicholas Picktooth, and a world of polite company. 
He names every dish to us in the order it was placed, 
tells us how the company was seated, the compli- 
ments that passed^ and, m short, every thing that 
was said: which, though it may be called polite 
conversation, is certainly the dullest I ever heard 
in my life. By this time we generally begin to look 
upon our watches; a bill is called for, and after a 
contention of about three minutes who shall go out 
last, we return to our homes. 

This, sir, is the true history of our once jovial 
club: and as it is not impossible that this well-bred 
gentleilnan may be a reader of the World, I trouble 
you with this letter, and entreat your publication 
of it; for with so much good-manners as he is 
undoubtedly master of, he will absent himself from 
our society when he knows how miserable he has 
made us. 

I am, sir. 
Your very humble servant, 

Francis Hearty. 
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No. 43. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1753. 



I HAVE devoted to-day's paper to the miscellaneous 
productions of such of my correspondents' as, in my 
own opinion, are either whimsical enough, or witty 
enough, to be entertaining to my readers. 



TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I am an Englishman and a Patriot, but neither 
a Freeholder nor an Independent Whig. I am 
neither a Craftsman nor a Fool, but a Free- 
thinker, and a Plain-dealer; a steady Champion 
for virtue, and a sharp Protester against vice. 

I am a daily Inspector of my neighbours' actions, 
and take a Monthly Review of my own ; yet do not 
assume the title of Censor, or Guardian ; being con- 
tented with the office of Monitor or Remembrancer. 
My enemies nevertheless will call me a Tatler, a 
Busybody, an Impertinent, &c. 

I am a great Reader, and a Lover of polite 
literature. I am sometimes an Adventurer abroad, 
sometimes a Rambler at home, and rove like the Bee 
from Musseum to Musseum, in quest of knowledge 
and pleasure. 

I am an Occasional Writer too ; in a fit of gaiety I 
am an Humorist, in a fit of seriousness a Moralist ; 
and when I am very angry indeed, I scourge the age 
with all the spirit of a Busby. 

To concluae, I am not an idle Spectator, but a 
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doee Examiner of wliat [lassee in tlic World,, aiid 
Mr. Fitz- Adam's 

Admirer and humble servant, 

Philocobmds. 

This letter puts me in mind of the following ad- 
vertisement in u late Daily Advertiser. ' Wliereas 
Thomas Tnovey, snulfman, who is lately removed 
from the blackamoor's head in Piccadilly to the- 
sliop, late tile crown and dagger, three doors lower, 
and hopes for the continuance of his friends' custom.' 

And there it ends. I should have been more 

obliged to my correspondent, if after his Whereas 
that he was an Englishman, a Patriot, a Free- 
holder, &c. he had thought proper to inform me 
to what purpose he was all this. But I have the 
pleasure of hoping that this epistle is only an in- 
troductory discourse to a larger work ; and as such 
1 have given it to the public without addition or 
amendment. 

SIR, 

If it would not be meddling with religion (a 
subject which you have declared against touching 
upon) I wish you would recommend it to all rec- 
tors, vicars, and curat«s of parishes, to omit the ' 
prayer, commonly used in the pulpit before sermon, 
the petition for Jews, Turks, and Infidds, For 
ns the Jews, since a late act of parliament, are justly 
detested by the whole nation ; and as it is shrewdly 
suspected that a bill is now in agitation for natu- 
ralizing the Turks, wise men are uf opinion that it is 
no business of ours to be continually recommending 
such people in our prayers. Indeed as for the 
Infidels, who are only our own jieople, I should 
make no scruple of jiraying for them, if I did not 
know that jwrsons of fashion do not cai'c to hear 
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themselves named so very particularly in the fece 
of the congregation. I have the honour of an ac- 
quaintance with a lady of very fine understandings 
who assures me that the above-mentioned prayer is 
absolutely as terrible to her as being churched in 
public: tor that she never hears the word Infidel 
mentioned from the pulpit, without fancying herself 
the stare of the whole rabble of believers. 

As it is certainly the duty of a clergyman to avoid 
giving offence to his parishioners ; and as our hatred 
to the Jews, our alarms about the Turks, and the 
modesty of persona of quality, are not to be over- 
come, I beg that you will not only insert this letter 
in the World, but that you will also give it as your 
opinion that the petition should be omitted. 

I am, sir. 
Your most humble servant^ 

I. M. 

MR. FITZ-ADAM, 

Now the theatres are open, and the town is in 
high expectation of seeing Pantomimes performed 
to the greatest advantage, it would not be impro- 
per if you would give us a paper upon that subject. 
Your predecessor the Spectator, and the Tatler be- 
fore him, used frequently to animadvert upon thea- 
trical entertainments; but as those gentlemen had 
no talents for Pantomime, and were partial to 
such entertainments as themselves were able to pro- 
duce, they treated the nobler compositions with 
unwarrantable freedom. Happy is it for us, that 
we live in an age of taste, when the dumb elo- 
quence, and manual wit and honour of Har]e-» 
quin is justly preferred to the whining of tragedy, 
or the vulgarity of comedy. But it grieves me, 
in an entertainment so near perfection, to observe 
certain indelicacies and indecorums^ which, though 
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fail of oLtaining tlie approbation of the 
illerics, must be estremely offensive to the polite- 
ness of the boxes. The indelicacies I mean are, the 
frequent and significant wriggliiigs of HarJenuiu's 
tail, and the affront that Pierot is apt to put upon 
the moiieaty of Colunibioe, by sonieltmes suppoft- 
ing, in his searches for her lover, tliat nhe has hid 
Itini under her petticoats. Tliat such a, siipposition 
would be allowable in comedy, I ain very ready to 
own ; the celebrated Mrs. Betin having given us in 
reality what is here only aiipposed. In a play of 
that aelicate lady's, the wife, to conceal the gallant 
from her husband, not only hides him under, her 
petticoats, but, as Trnlla did by Hiidibras, straddles 
over him, aud, holding her husband in discourse, 
walks badtwards with her lover to the door; where, 
with a genteel lovc-kicb, she dismisses hira from his 
hiding']>lace. But that the chaste Columbine should 
be suspected of such an indelicacy, or that Pierot 
should be HO audacious as to attempt the examination 
of premises so sacred, is a solecism in Pantomime. 
Another impurity that gives ine almost equal offence 
is Harlequin's topping the nect or bosom of his 
mistress, and then kissing his lingers. I am ap- 
prehensive that his behaviour is a little bordering 
upon wantonness ; which, iu the character of Har- 
lequin, who is a foreigner, and a fine gentleman, 
and every thing agreeable, is as absurd as it is im- 
modest. 

When these reformations can be brought about, 
every body must allow tliat a Pantomime will be 
a most rational and instructive entertainment; und 
it is to be hoped that none but principal performers 
will be suffered to have a part in it. How iilpa«;d 
will the town be this winter to read in one of the ar- 
ticles of news in the Public Advertiser, ' We hear 
that, at each of the theatres royal there is an entire 
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new Pantomime now in rehearsal, and the principal 
parts are to be performed by Mr. Garrick, Mr. Wood- 
ward, Mr. Mossop, Mrs. Gibber, and Mrs. Pritchard, 
at Drury-Lane : and at Coven t-Gai*den, by Mr. Quin, 
Mr. Lun, Mr. Barry, Miss Nossiter, &c-' It is not 
to be doubted that a Pantomime so acted would run 
through a whole season to the jiolitest as well as most 
crowded audiences. Indeed, I have often wondered 
at the good-Jiumour of the town, that they can bear 
to see night after night so elegant an entertainment 
with o^ily one performer in it of real reputation. 
It was v<?ry well observed by a person of quality, 
• ' That if Mr. Addison, Doctor Swift, and Mr. Pope 
were alive, and were unitedly to write a Pantomime 
every winter, provided Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Gibber 
were to do the principal parts, he verily beliered 
there would not be a hundred people at any one rout 
in town, except it was of a Sunday.' If it be ipom 
no other consideration than this, I am for haring 
Pantomimes exhibited to the best advantage: and 
though we have no such Wits among us as liis lord'^ 
ship was pleased to name, we are reckoned to have ae 
good Garpenters as any age has produced; and I take 
it, that the most striking beauties of pantomimical 
composition are to be ascribed to the Carpenter, more 
than to the Wit. 

I am, sir. 
Your constant reader and most humble servant, 

S. W. 
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The same, it is presumed, may be said of almost 
Cfery kind of writing. Eurojre is at jjresent so much 
enliglitened, tliat it is liardly possible to strike out a 
single notion absolutely new, or which has never been 
touched upon by somebody before us. Religion, phi- 
losophy, and morality in particular, have been so 
thoroughly canvassed, that such as would treat upon 
those subjects now hare scarce any thing left them, 
but to set some beaten thought in a different ligbt, 
and, like a sbilfiil cook, endearour to make the fare 
of yesterday palatable again to-dav, by a various 
dressing. If tt can be got down anct digeste<l, there 
are always hopes of its eonfeying some nourishment; 
and whether it be taken for turtle or venison, pheasant 
or nioor-game, beef or mutton, is not a farthing's 
matter, so it he relished by the giiests. Whether I 
am possessed of any part of this skill, must be left to 
the decision of eacfi person's taste. All I dare engage 
for is, that no unwnolesome ingredient shall enter 
into my composition; and if, on the one hand, it 
should be insipid, on tlic other, it shall be as harmless 
BS a bit of dry bread. 

But to my subject. The comparison of man's life 
to a journey, and the conclusions usually drawn from 
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thence^ are not the less true for being trite and com- 
mon. When we reflect, that to be excessively anxious 
for the wealth, honours, and pleasures of this transi- 
tory world, is just ^ ridiculous as it would be to 
torment ourselves because our accommodations at an 
inn (which we are to quit the next morning) are not 
sufficiently sumptuous, the aptness of the' allusion 
stares us in the face: the assent is extorted while 
the mind dwells upon it : and people of every per- 
suasion, however tney may disagree in other pro- 
positions, concur in this, as in a self-evident axiom. 

Yet herein do we resemble the case of him, who is 
said in scripture to behold hh figure in a gias8, but 
straight for ffetteth what manner of man he was; and, as 
if a fatality liung over us, our memories are still found 
worst, in the matter that concerns us most j namely, 
in the acquisition of tranquillity, that summum bonutn 
on this side the grave. A heathen could tell us, that 
this inestimable treasure lies at our feet; but that 
we giddily stumble over it, in the pursuit of bubbles* 
On these we bestow all our strenuous exertions ; the 
other has only indolent wishes. , 

But if we are candidates in earnest for this tem-> 
poral felicity, and which at ,the same time leads by 
the smoothest road to the celestial, the first step 
should be to discover what that is, which opposes and 
excludes it : and as it is utterly impossible that two 
contraries should peaceably inhabit the same breast, 
let us resolve to drive out the aggressor. 

That perturbations of every kind are capital enemies 
to tranquillity, speaks itself: but it may require some 
scrutiny to discern that the common parent from 
whence most of these proceed is pride. I say, mMt 
of these ; for if want, pain, fear, and intemperance be 
excepted, it is presumed that few obstacles to serenity- 
can be imagined, which are not &irly deducible from 
this single vice. 



m 
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The iiiimttiibie IVrr. AdiJiaon, in one of hh Specta- 
tors, mentions guilt and atheism, as the only war- 
rantable precludera of cheerfulness ; nor is ft here 
intended to controvert his superior judgment: tbie 
being merely an essay to prove that Pride is the great 
source frrmi whencealmost every othi-r species of guilt 
flows. And as for atheism, it may, I thinlt, without 
much torturing the argument, be placed to tlie same 



But let us first try the truth of this proposition, 
upon actual or practical vices, as distinguished froni 
speculatire errors ; and thence discover to what de- 
gree they may be said to hold o/" ihis lady paramoanl; 
consequently, how far we are indebted to her for the 
miseries which fill the world with complaints. 

Sickness, pain, fear, want, and intemperance, have 
already been excepted, as productive of disorders in 
the soul, which derive not immediately from this 
origin : at least, it can hardly with propriety be said, 
that a person is proud of a disease, of cowardice, or of 
indigence ; though it has been observed, that some 
have had the prepiiaterous folly to glory in being lewd, 
a drunkard, or a glutton. 

Whether human nature be capable of bearing up 
with cheerfulness and indolence against these evils 
(Froni what cause soever arising) is a question foreign 
to the present business, which is to excite every 
thinking person strictly to esamine the catalogue of 
vices, one by one; anci then to ask his own heart 
what resemblance they bear to the prolific parent 
here assigned them ; and it is presumed, that nothing 
more is necessary than the holding up the progeny 
to view, in order to ascertain their descent. 

It mav be gathered from the most authentic testi- 
mony, tliat her first-born was Ambition ; brought to 
light in the days of your namesake Adam, and ever 
^Wnce, whether clad in a red coat, and armed with a 
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scimitar and firebrand^ or in the more gentle habit of 
a statesman, courtier, beau, lawyer, divine, &c. still 
confesses the kindred in every feature and action. It 
is not very material in what order the subsequent 
issue were produced. But that envy, hatred, malice^ 
tyranny, anger, implacability, revenge, cruelty, im- 
patience, obstinacy, violence, treachery, ingratitude^ 
self-love, avarice, profusion ; toi^ether with the smaller 
shoots, detraction, impertinence, loquacity, petulance^ 
affectation, &c. do all derive from this mater familltB, 
will, I persuade myself, most evidently appear to a 
curious observer. 

To enumerate the infinite disorders and calamities 
that disperse themselves from this root, intrude into 
every place, and are incessant plagues to individuals, 
as well as to society, were an endless task. Who shall 
tell the secret pangs of the heart in which she is 
planted ? But her baleful influence is discernible^ 
wherever two or three are gathered together. Even 
at the altar, and whilst the tongue, in compliance 
with the ritual, is uttering the most humiliating 
epithets, you shall perceive her inconsistently tricked 
out, and by a thousand fantastic airs attracting the 
worship of the assistants, from the Deity, to herself. 

Trace her from the court into the city ; and there, 
from the general trader, to the retailer, mechanic, 
and pedler ; thence into the country, from the squire, 
to the farmer and day-labourer: descend as low as 
to the scavenger, chimney-sweeper, and night-man ; 
still, through all their dirt and tilth, you may occa- 
sionally discern her. 

Nor is her parental dominion confined to the 
climates or nations called civilized. Travel to the 
poles, or into the burning zone ; among the Bramins, 
Banians, and Facquars ; among the Iroquois, Canni- 
bals, and Hottentots; even there shall you meet 
with the oj)erations of this prlmnm mobile. What 
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but t))e arrogance of superior merit instigates the 
first of t.heae to assume a right of domineering over 
t)ie consciences of their felloivs, and damning the 
sijuls of those who differ frora them ? And for the • 
Hottentota, who that reads the accowtts of tjie in- 
solence with which they torment, before they eat 
their enemies, can doubt whether they are actuated 
by Lunger or haughtiness ? In a irorci, from the feuds 
that luy waste whole kingdoms, down to the sickly 
spleen which devours the slighted coquette, or the 
fine lady superseded in her place, we need look no 
farther for the author of the griefs which poison our 

In relation to matters purely speculative, none 
who are ever so little conversant in tbem can be at 
a loss for numerous instances of the havoc made 
with learning, truth, and religion, hy the dogmatical 
imposition of hypotheses and Hyatenis, invented by 
men of more power than knowledge; and the no 
less arrogant prohibition of new lights, which might 
detect the fitllacy, or otherwise clasli with an as- 
sumed all -sufficiency. Hence was the asserter of 
the Antipodes persecuted in the inquisition. Hence 
all the mischieAi arising from enthusiasm, hypocrisy, 
bigotry, and zeal. Hence — but 1 am entering into 
a tield too wide fur the limits of an ordinary epistle. 
Vet having mentioned the possibility of accounting 
for atheism by the same way, I shall here only appeal 
to your readers, whether that man is simply a fool, or 
if he must not necessarily be a very conceited fool, 
who says in his heart tliere in no God? 

And now, sir, should it be asked to what purpose 
this epistle? or where the remedy? it is answered, 
that the utility of such a discussion (which, for the 
sake of the World, I could lieartily wish had been 
more accurately handled) must be obvious; for by 
this means thu hydra being reduced to one head, it 
.- V»L. 1 
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becomes 'a more compendious task to cut off that 
one, than to vanquish a legion successively sprout- 
ing out from different stems: or to change the al« 
lusion, the recipe, instead of applying to the infinite 
variety of symptoms, might be comprised in two 
words, Banish Pride: as indeed this disease^ pi^g*^ 
nant of so many others, is most emphatically cau- 
tioned against in six words of Holy Writ Pride 

teas not made for man. 

I am, sir^ &c. 
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Necte coronam 



Posdbm — — Juv. 

TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

There is hardly a greater instance of ill-nature^ or 
a more certain token of a cruel disposition, than the . 
abuse of dumb creatures; especially of those who 
contribute to our advantage and conveniency. The 
doing an ill office to one who has intended us no harm 
is a strong proof of inhumanity : but unkindness to a 
benefactor is both inhuman and ungrateful. 

But it is Aot my intention at present to animadvert 
upon our barbarity to the animal creation : if you 
will accept of so unworthy a correspondent, I may 
take another opportunity 0/ sending you my thoughts 
upon that subject : the business of this letter is ooly . 
to vindicate from reproach a poor inanimate beings 
vulgarly called a Post, which every body knows is 
held in the lowest contempt, yet whose services \o 
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mankind entitle it to a very )iigb degree of regard 
y.Lid veneration. 

■ As stupid as a. Post/ is a piirase perpetually made 
use of. If we want to characterize a fool, or a man 
absolutely without an idea, the espressinn is, ' as 
stupid as a Post.* ' As dull as a Beetle," is a term I 
have no dislike to; nor have I any great object! oi 
'as grave as a Judge,' which I have coosidered a 
syoonymnus phrase, ever since I saw aa old gentlemaii I 
in company extremely angry at being told he looked J 
grave; when it was observed by a third person, that! 
GRAVE ill the dictionary \taa vide dull. But thougkl 
it ia admitted that the idea^ of dulness may be il«3 
Justrated by a Beetle, and the idea of gravity by i* 
Judge,' I positively deny that stupidity and a Poat 
have any similituoo whatsoever. 

It is well known, that the ancients, aiid more espe- 
cially the Egyptians, the wisest nation of them all, 
paid the greatest degree of veneration to several inani" 
mate things. Almost all vegetables were considered'J 
as gala, and consequently worshipped as such. Leeks^ 
and ODIOUS were particularly esteemed ; and there w 
hardly a garden to be seen that was not overrun witH J 
deities. Nuvr I own thut I have no sucb superstition . 
regard for a Post, as to recommend its deification £] 
nor am I for making it minister of state, as Caligi 
did hU horse ; 1 only think, that when it is uiid&i 
servedly branded into a proverb of contempt, commoi)^ 
justice requires its vindication. | 

In former ages, how much Posts were esteemed^ J 
appears A'um what Juvenal says of them : 

Omcntui Plata, et grandi juiuB Ibuco : 

where we see that they were crowned with laurel. 

Virgil likewise, in describing the destruction of Troy, 

Bays, that the women in the height of despair, 

Amplexsque tenent Potta., abjoe osenls figunt ; 
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without doubt to take an affectionate leave of them. 
And old Ennius^ knowing that they were in some 
measure sacred, employs no less a person than the 
goddess Discord herself to demolish them : 



Discordia tetn 



Belli ferratos Pastes^ portasque refregiu 

■ 

But before I consider the service of Posts to man- 
kind in general^ I shall take this opportunity of ac- 
knowledging the obligation which I have personally 
received from one of them, and which may very pos- 
sibly bias me in favour of the whole fraternity. 

1 was travelling very lately, where I was entirely 
ignorant of the road, m a part of England too far 
from town for the common people to give that ra- 
tional direction to a stranger, which they do in add 
about London ; and too near it, as I afterwards found, 
not to relish strongly of its vices. Coming at last to 
a place, where the road branched out into different 
paths, I was quite at a stand, till seeing a country 
fellow passing by, I inquired the road to Bisley. 'To 
Bisley !' says he, scratching his head, and looking up 
in my face — ' Where did you come from, sir V I was 
nettled a good deal at the fellow's useless and im- 
pertinent question, especially as it began to grow 
dusk; however, that I might get what instruction 
from him I could, I satisfied him. He then, after 
having attentively looked round the country, and in- 
formed me I might have come a nearer way, gave me 
to understand, ' That he could not well tell, but that 
I was not above two miles from it/ P — x take the 
fellow ! says I, he is as stupid as a Post, and rode oh : 
but I had hardly gone a hundred yards before I dis- 
covered a Post, which very good-naturedly held out 
his finger to show me the road, and informed me in 
a few words that I had still three miles to go. I fol- 
lowed the advice of this intelligent friend^ and loon 
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arrived at tlie eud of my juurciey, asliamcd and rexed 
at the ingratitude I had been guilty of, in ubuaing so 
serviceable a guide. 

IF a tuna reflects seriously with himself, as I did 
then, he will find that Posts are very far from being 
so stupid as they are imagined to be- I may safely 
venture to assert, that they have all uegatire wisdom. 
Tliey ueither ruin their fortunes by gauiiiig.iinr their 
constitutions by drinking. They teep no bad cu 
pany ; they never interfere either in matters of party 1 
or religion, and seem entirely unconcerned about who 
is in favour at court, or who out. Though I cannot 
say that their courage is great, they never suffer 
tliemselvea to be affronted unrevenged ; for they are 
always upon the defensive, though they seldom give 
the diallenge. Drunkards they have a particular 
aversion to; nor is i£ uncommon for a man, though 
the fumes of wine may have made him insensible at 
night, to fee! the effects of their resentment in the 
morning. In short, they seem devoted to the service 
of mankind ; sleeping neither day nor night, nor ever 
deserting the station which is assigned them. One 
thiug I own may be justly laid to their charge, wJiich 
is, that they are often guilty of cruel behaviour to 
the blind; though I thmk they amply repay it, by 
lending support to the lame. 

I could enumerate several sorts of Posts, which are 
of iofinite service ; such as the Mill-post, the Wliip- 
ping^post, the Sign-post, and many others : 1 sliall at 
present content myself with making a few observations 
on the two last, the Whipping-post, and tlie Sign- 

If to put in execution the laws of the land be of 
any service to the nation, which few I think will deny, 
tlie benefit ()f the Whipping-post must be very aj)- 
pareut, as being a necessary instrument of «uch an 
execution. Indeed the service it does to a, country 
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Elitce is inconceivable. I myself knvvr a nian wbv 
dd proceeded »n fsr as to lay his hand upon a Bi]T£f> 
spoon, with a design to make it liis oirii; hut, upoiP 
looking round, aud seeing a Whipping-piist in hii' 
way, he desisted from the theft. Whctlier he s—^ 
pected that the Post would impeacli )iim or tiol . 
triil not pretend to detennine ; some foll<a were t 
opinion, tliat he was afraid of a Habeas Corpus. I 
is likewise an iufallible remtHly for all lewd and Hiift 
orderly behaviour, which the cliairnian at Bossiona ^ 
nerally employs it to restrain, nor is it less bcneficuj 
to the honest part of mankind than the dishuRest- 
for though it lies immudiutcly in the high road't 
the jtallows, it has stopjKft many an ailvvnturo 
young man in his prngresN thither. 

But of the whole family of the Posts, 1 know m 
more serviceable than the Sign-post,which, tike abi'l'i 
faro to an entertainment, always stands ready withal 
door, to inform vou what you arc to expect wtthtfl 
The intent of this has been very much perverted, »r"" 
accordingly taken notice of by your predecessor t 
Spectator. He was for prohibiting the carpenter til 
use of any sign but his saw; and the shoe-maker fc' 
his boot; and with great propriety ; for the prove 
says, ne iutor utird crepianm. Ami indeed it is n 
sonahle ' every shop should have a sign that bei 
some affinity to the wares in which it deals:' 1 
otherwise, ;i stringer may call for a yard of cloth 
a bookseller's, or the last World at a liiien-drapeWl 
But when these things are adjusted, nothing can ■' 
of greater service than a Sign-post; insomuch as 
instructs a man, provided he has money in his iwcin 
how he may supply all his wants ; and of!i 
the liungiy traveller to the agreeable perfumes o 
savoury kitchen; from whence it is imagined i. 
the common expression comes, of smelling a Post. 
Thus, Mr. Fitz-Adani, you see how much we 
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indebted to these iemc^able things, called Post^; 
and I think it would be a great instance of your go<id- 
i, to endeavniir to correct the n"nrld'a ingratitude 



N. B. AH Posts of honour, Pnsta in war, lettef 
Posts, and Post the Latin preposition, though thejr.l 
spell their names in the same manner, are of a <juiM'1 
diflerent family; nor do I undertake to plead in thei)*'! 
behalf, knowing that most of them are in too llourish^l 
ing a condition to stand in need of an advocate. 



No. 48. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1/53..' 



TO MR. FITZ-ADAM- 

' When a rich man sneaketh,' says the son of Sirachil 
'every man holdeth his tongue; andlol what he sayetb 3 
is e:stollcd to the clouds; but if a poor man sgieaF * 
they say. What fellow is thisf 1 had a raortifyin 
opportunity yesterday, of experiencing the truth o 
this observation. 

It is not materia! that I should tell you who or 
what I am ; it will be enough to say, that though I 
dine every day, and always make my appearance in. 
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a clean shirty I hare no thougbts of offering myself 
as a candidate for a borough at tbe next general 
election^ nor am I quite so ricb as a certain man of 
fashion^ who took such a fancy to me this summer in 
tbe country^ as hardly to be easy out of my company. 

This great person came to town last week for the 
winter; whither I was called upon business soon 
after ; and baring received a general invitation to bis 
table^ I went yesterday to dine with him. Upon my 
being shown into the parlour^ I found him sitting 
with two young gentlemen^ who, as I afterwards 
learnt, were persons of great quality, and who, be- 
fore I was bid to sit down, entered into a short whis- 
per with my friend^ which concluded with a broad 
stare in my face, and the words ^ I thought so^' ut- 
tered with a careless contempt, loud enough for me 
to hear. 

I was a little disconcerted at this behaviour, but 
was in some measure relieved by a message a few 
minutes after, that dinner was upon the table. We 
were soon seated according to form ; and as the con- 
versation M'as upon general subjects, or rather upon 
no subject at all, and as the having something to say 
enables a man to sit easier in his chair, I now-and- 
then attempted to put in a word, but 1 found I had 
not the good fortune to make myself heard. The 
play-houses happening to be mentioned, I asked very 
respectfully if any thing new was to be exhibited this 
season ? Upon which it was observed, f that tlud win<- 
ter was come in upon us all at once, and that there 
bad been ice in Hyde-park of near haJf an inch (hick!' 
Upon my friend's taking notice that there bad been 
a very great court that morning, I took occasion to 
inquire how the king did ? when it was immediately 
remarked ^ that the opera this season would certainly 
be a very grand one.' As I was a proficient in muaici 
and a friend to the Italian opera, I hoped to be at* 
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teuded to, by saying samething in fnvoiir of bo cleguiit 
an entertainmeut; but before I bad proceeded through 
half a sentence, the conrersation took another turn, 
and it was unanimously agreed, ' that tny Lord Some- 
body's Greenland dog was the finest of the kind ever 
seen in England.' It was now high time for me to 
have done ; I therefore contented myself with playing 
the dumb man till the cloth was remoTed, and then 

At my return to my lodgings, I could not help 
thiiiliing that it was not absolutely impossible for 
great men to be verr iil-bred ; but howerer that 
matter may be, I shall eat my dinner at the cbop- 
house to-day, notwithstanding I have just received a 
card from my friend, to leil me, ' that he dines alone, 
and shall be quite unhappy without me.' 

You 



■ Bai/,, October the 29(/;, 1753. 

MU. FITZ-AOAM, 

Among the many tnveutione of this wise and po- 
lite age, I look upon the art of not knowing penple tM 
be one of the greatest. But for fear the term should 
, be a little too technical for many of your readers, I 
shall explain it at large. Wliat i mean is, that per- 
sons of distinction shall meet their inferiors in public 
places, and either walk, sit, or stand close at their 
elbows, without having the least recollection of them; 
whom, but a week or a day before, they have been 
particularly intimate with, and for whom they have 
professed the moat affectionate regard. As yuu have 
taken no notice of this art, in all probability the pro- 
fessors of it have escaped you ; but as I Lave lately 
been the subject of its fullest esertiou, I beg leave to 
■ rouble you with a few words upon the oi 
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I am a clergyman of some fortune^ though no pre- 
ferment; and knowing that I had many friends at 
the Bath this season, I came hither last week to enjoy 
the pleasure of their conversation. The morning after 
my arrival I took a walk to the pump-room, where I 
had the honour of seeing a noble lord, a baronet, and 
some ladies of quality, with whom I was very well 
acquainted : but to my great surprise, though I stood 
at the distance of only two or three yards from them, 
] did not perceive that any one of them knew me. I 
have dined several times with his lordship, have fre- 
quently drank tea with the ladies, and spent two 
months this summer with the baronet, and yet am 
throwing myself in their way every morning, am 
sittinp^ next them in the rooms every evening, nay, 
playing at cards with them at the same table, without 
their having the least remembrance of me. There is 
also a very genteel family in the place, in which I 
have been so extremely intimate, tliat, according to 
the song, 

I have drank with the father, have talk*d with the mother. 
Have romp'd with the sister, and gamed inth the brother ; 

but, for what reason I know not, unless it be in imi- 
tation of the lords and ladies above-mentioned, with 
whom they happened to be acquainted, I do not fin<l 
that any one of them has the least knowledge of me. 
I have looked in the glass above a hundred times^ 
from a suspicion that my face must have undergone 
some extraordinary change, to occasion this total 
want of recollection in my friends ; but 1 have the 
satisfaction to find that my eyes, nose, and mouth 
are not onljr remaining, but they stand, as near as I 
can guess, m the very individual places, as when my 
friends knew me ; and that their forgetfulness is al- 
together owing to this new-invented art; an art^ 
which it seems none but persons of fashion, or a few 
very genteel people who have studied under theili^ . 
can make themselves masters of. But it is 8,0 art 
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that will undo me, if n living wliicTi my friend the 
noble loi'd has been so good as to assure me of should 
happen to become roid while I am in this place : for 
how can I suppose that his lordship will give that to 
an entire sti-anger, which he has so long ago promised 
to an intimate acquaintance ? 

Your humble servant, ^ 

Abuahau Adams. 

I have taken the first opportunity of publishing'' 
tbeee letters, not from a conriction Uiat the writers 
of them have any cause of complaint, but from a de- 
sire of removing false prejudices, and of doing justice 
to the character of great people. As for the son of 
Sirach, whom the first of my correspondents has 
thought proper to quote, every body knows that bis 
writings are apocryphal ; and as to the matter com- 
platoed of, namely, that a private man cannot make, j 
himself heard among lords and great folks, it is thft'l 
fault of nature, who, it is well kiiotvn, has fonned th^ I 
ears of persons of quality only for bearing one anotberj 
My other correspondent, who is piqued at not being 
known, is equally unreasonable ; for be cannot but 
have observed at the play-boiises and other public , 
places, from the number of glasses used by people of 
fashion, that they are naturally short-sighted. It is 
irom this visual defect, that a great man is apt to 
mistake fortune for honour, a service of ]>late for a 
good name, and his neighbour's wife for his own. 
His memory is in many instances as defective as his 
sight. Benefits, promises, and payment of debts, are 
things that he is extremely liable to forget. How 
then is it to be wondered at, that he should forget an 
acquaintance? But I have always observed that there 
is a propensity in little people to speak evil of dig- 
nities : and tliat where real errors are wanting (whidi 
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18 the case at present) they will throw out their' in- 
vectives against natural defects^ and quarrel with the 
deaf for not hearing them^ and with the blind for not 
seeing them. 

I could go near to write & whole paragraph in 
praise of great men, if I was not restrained by the 
consideration^ that of all things in the world, they 
nate flattery. 



No. 47. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1753. 



TO Mil. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

DiM-siGiiTED as I am, my spectacles have assisted 
roe suflicientlv to read your papers. Permit me, as a 
recompense for the pleasure I have received from 
them, to send you an anecdote in my family, which 
till now has never appeared in print. 

I am the widow of Mr. Solomon Muzzy; I am 
the daughter of Ralph Pumpkin, Esq. and I am 
the grand-daughter of Sir Josiah Pumpkin, of Pump- 
kin-hall, in South Wales. I was educated, with 
my two elder sisters, under the care and tuition of 
ray honoured grandfather and grandmother, at the 
hall-house of our ancestors. It was the eonstant 
custom of my grandfather, when he was tolerably 
free from the gout, to summon his three grand- 
daughters to his bed-side, and amuse us with the 
most important transactions of his life. I took 
particular delight in hearing .the good old man il- 
lustrate his own character, which he did, perhaps 
not without some degree of vanity,, but always with 
a strict adherence to truth. He told us, he hoped 
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WB woulil have cbUdreo, to whom Bomeof lils adven- 
tures might prove useful and important. 

Sir Josiah was scarce niuet^en years old, when he 
waa introduced at the court of Charles the Second, 
by his uncle Sir Simon SpajTowgrass, who waa at 
that time Lancaster herald at arnia, and in great 
javour at Whitehall. As soon as he had kissed the 
king's hand, he was presented to the Duke of York, 
andimmediately afterwards to the ministers, and the ^ 
mistresses. His forttine, which was considerable, 
and his manners, which were estremely elegant, made 1 
}itm so very acceptable in all cump^tnies, that he ha4' I 
the honour to bo plunged at once into every polite I 
party of wit, pleasure, and expense, that thecourtiemll 
could possibly display. He danced with the ladiesj I 
he drank with the gentlemen ; he sung loyal catcheai^ 1 
and broke bottles and glasses in every tavern through* | 
out London. But still he was by no means a perfect ^ 
line gentleman. He had not fought a dud. He b 
so extremely unfortunate, as never to have had even 
the happiness of a rencoanter. The want of oppor- 
tunity, not of courage, had occasioned this inglorions 
chasm in his character. He appeared not only to the i 
whole court, but even in his own eye, an unworthr J 
and degenerate Pumpkin, till he had shown himseu' 1 
as expert in opening u vein with a sword, as any I 
surgeon in England could be with a lancet. Things 1 
reffluined in this unhappy situation till he was near 1 
two-and-twenty years of age. At length his better ] 
stars prevailed, and he received a most egregious | 
affront from Mr. CucumEfcr, one of the gcntlemcn- 
usherH of the privy-chamber. Cucumber, who ivas 
in waiting at court, spit inadvertently into the chim- 
ney, and as he stood next tiT Sir Josiah Pumpkin, 
part of the sjiittle r^ted upon Sir Josiah 's shoe. It 
was then that the inie Pumpkin honour arose In 
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blushes upon his cheeks. He turned upon his lieely 
went home immediately, and sent Mr. Cucumber ar 
challenge. Captain Daisy, a friend to each party, 
jiot only carriea the challenge, but adjusted the pre- 
liminaries. The heroes were to fight in Moor-fields, 
and to bring fifteen seconds on a. side. Punctuality 
is a strong instance of valour upon these occasions. 
The clock of St. Paul's struck seven just when the 
combatants were marking out their ground^ and each 
of the two and thirty gentlemen was adjusting him- 
self into a nosture of defence against his adversary. 
It happened to be the hour for breakfast in the hos- 
pital of Bedlam. A small bell had rung to summon 
the Bedlamites into the great gallery. The keepers 
had already unlocked the cells, and were bringing 
forth their mad folks, when the porter of Bedlam, 
Owen MacdufFy, standing at the iron gate, and be- 
holding such a number of armed men in the midst 
of the fields, immediately roared out, ' ^re, murder, 
swords, daggers, bloodshed I* Owen's voice wa? al- 
ways remarkably loud, but his fears had rendered 
it still louder ana more tremendous. His words struck 
a panic into the keepers ; they lost all presence of 
mind ; they forgot their prisoners, and hastened most 
precipitately down stairs to the scene of action. At 
the sight of naked swords, their fears increased, and 
at once they stood open-mouthed and motionless. 
Not so the lunatics ; freedom to madmen, and light 
to the blind, are equally rapturous. Ralph Rc^gera 
the tinker began the alarm. His brains had been 
turned with joy at the Restoration, and the poor 
wretch ima^nea that this glorious set of combatants 
were Roundheads and Fanatics; and accordingly he 
he cried out, ' Liberty and property, my boys ! aown 
with the Rump ! Cromwell and Ireton are come from 
hell to destroy us. Come, my cavalier lads, follor 
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me, and let us knock out tbeir braina,' The Bedlaro- 
itcs immediately obeyed, and with tbc tinker at 
their head, leaped over tbe balusters of the stair- 
case, and ran wildly into tbe fields. lu tbeir way 
tliey picked up some staves and cudgels, which the 

Sorters and the keepers had inadvertently left be- 
ind, and rushing forward with amazing niry, they 
forced themselves outrageoualy into the midst of the 
combatants, and in one unlucky moment destroyed 
all the decency and order with which this most illufr* 
trious duel hail begun. 

It seemed, according to my grandfather's obsi^ I 
vation, a very untoward fate, that two-and-thirty I 
gentlemen of courage, honour, fortune and quality, J 
ebould meet together in hopes of killing each other! I 
with all that resolution and |)o!iteDess which belongM J 
to tlieir stations, and should at once be routed, diw jV 
spersed, and even wounded, by a set of madineii,k^ 
without Bword, pistol, or any other more bonourablv.] 
weajiou than a cudgel. 

The madmen were not only superior in strength,* 
but numbers. Sir Josiah Pumpkin and Mr. Cun 1 
cumber stood tbeir ground as long as (loesible, ani J 
they both endeavoured to make the lunatics tlie so)» I 
objects of their mutual revenge, but the two friend" 
were soon overpowered, and no person daring t 
come to their assistance, each of them made as pre 
per a retreat as the place and circuaistauces « ' 
admit. 

Many of the other gentlemen were knocked doiFatI 
and trampled under foot. Some of them, whom nvJ 
grandfather's generosity would never name, hetout] 
themselves to llight in a very inglorious manner. Asm] 
earl's son was spied clingiug submissively round the- 
feet of mad Pocklington the taihir. A young b^ 
ranct, although naturally intrepid, was obliged to 
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wnceal )itinBeIf at the bottom of Pippin Kate's apple* 
stall. A ShropiJiire sqiiire «f thrui; thousftinl ]K<uadli 
a yeiir wa« discovered chiu deep, and atniost stide$ 
in Flect-ditcli. Even Cuptuin Diiisy himself wx* 
found in a milli-ccllar, with visible marks of fear an 
consternatiou. Thus ended this ioauspiduus da] 
But the madmen coutinued their outrages niany daj 
after. It was near a week before they were all li 
taken aud ciiained down in their cells. During tliife 
interval of liberty, they committed many offeusir^ 
pranks throughout the cities of London and West- 
minster; and my grandfather himself liail the 
fortune to see mid Rogers come into the qv 
drawing-room, and spit in a duchess's face. 

Such unforeseen disasters occasioned some prudenl 
regulations in the laws of honour. It was enacted tHrt 
from that time, sis combatants (three on a side) might 
be allowed and acknowledged to contain such aquao* 
tity of blood in their veins, as should be sufficient ~ 
satisfy the highest affront thai could be offered. 

Afterwards, upon thematurest deliberatiouj as 
grandfather uissured tno, the number six yfoe ri 
to four; two principals and two seconds; each 
WHS to 1)0 the truest and best beloved friend that 
]irincipal had in the world : and these seconds vi 
to light, provided they declared upon oath, that tl 
had no manner ofquurrel to each other; furtbecanJ^ . 
uf honour ordaiueu, that in case the two seconds Ul* 
the. least heat or animosity one against the oQioV 
they must naturally become princi|^s, and therefett 
ought to seek out for seconds to themselves. 

Having told you a very remarkable event la nj 
^raudfather's li^, almost lu his own words, and fini^ 
ing that the story has carried me perliapa into tao 
great a Icng-lh of letter, I shall not mention some ca- 
rioua facta relating to my father, and to poor deu 
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Mr. Sulumon Maizy, of whbm I am tLc uufurtuuatu 
and muurnfiil relict. But I have at least the houuur 
and cuusolation to be. 

Sir, 
Your conBtaot reader, and 

most humble servant, 

Mary Muzzv. 



No. 48. THUnSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1/5.3, 



Thouqh the demand fur this jiaper has more than 4 
anawered my expectations, yet the profits arising trom I 
it have not been so ininicnse as to enable me, at this J 

f resent time, tu set up the one-horse chair whi(£ J 
promised myself at first setting out. For yrhii^ ] 
reasno, and for certain privitte objections, which ^I J 
cannot help making to a post-chaise, or a hired cha- 
riot, when I am inclined to make an cscursion into ^ 
the country, I either trarel on foot, or, if the di- 
Btance or the weather should make it necessary, I taka-f 
my place in that sociable and communicative Te)iid% ff 
called a atage-coach. Happy is the man who, without I 
any laboured designs of his own, finds his vcrywants f 
to be productive of his conveniences I This man am J 
1; having met witli certain characters and odvea- I 
tures upon these rambles, that have contributed more J 
to the enriching my stock of hints towards carrying I 
on this work, {nan would have ever presented them- 
selves had T drove along the road admiring the splen- 
dor of my own equipage, or lolled at my case iu the 
hired one of another. 



I 
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Mtuiy of t)ii?!w clmrnctcrs luii! aitventurea had op- 
pcftrwl before ntnv in tlitse essuys, if the iltmire 
ubliging my corrcBjiuuileiits, assisted by & mudei 
peculiar to myself, that of tliinking the productifl 
of others to be almost as valuable us my own, had ■ 
iDclincd me [if I may speak the language of 
to turn factor for my fricnda, and to trade by coAi 
mission rather than to do business eutirely on tt 
own account. And in carrying on this cummerccy 



have consulted the eatiafactJoo of my customers, 
my own interest; for though I do not pre 
uch humility db absolutely lo allow that 



other trader can Hend such goods to market aa t 
own, or, to di-up the allusion, that there is a U 
now living who can write so wittily, sii wively, !rA 
BO learnedly as myself; yet the j>roduction8 of mas 
will probaluy have more variety than those (^ a Hit|j| 
person, even though that single person shonld ib 
myself. But I hare still a stronger reason fur givn^ 
place to correspondents; it is the titrong pr 
whiuh I ha?e always found in my nature to 
nicate happiness. Every body knows, at least emy 
writer, with what infinite satisfaction a our — --' 
himself in print. For my own part, I shall ... 
forget the nutterings and heart- beatings 1 felt ii\^ 
the honour that was done me many years a^ by ti 
author of the Gentleman's Magazine, in publiBbiMg 
a. song to Cielia, which was tlie first of my conpov- 
tions. Indeed there was a small inconvenience attend- 
ing the pleasure at that particular time; for as | 
finauees were a little low, I almost ruined myseUli 
the many repeated half-doKens which I bouglit- 
that magazine to distribute amons my frieuda 

their wonder and admiration. And hence, if J ' 

in haste to set up an etiui|tage, would arise aniillier 
motive to the inserting the letters of I'ui^'spouileuls ; 



nd- 

3^ 
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but ae every pecuniary conaideratlon is of Bmall 
weight when cumpareil with the pleasure of com- 
muuicatiug happiness, I have given it but little cff 
my attention. Oue thing I must request of my 
readers before I have done entirely with this subject, 
which is, that if it should enter into their heads that 
I have laid before them a dull paper, they will please 
goodnature, and . 



■r deficiency in ^ 



to impute it to the abundance of n. _ 
not to any laziness in my disposltioj 
my judgment. 

Sut to return to my country excursions. I was 
coming to Jown from one of them' this week in tlie 
Windsor stage-coach, which, as we passed through 
Brentford, stopped to take up two of the feir ses, 
inhabitants of that genteel place, one of them at a 
collar-maker's, and the other at a breeches-maker's. 
The collar-maker'a lady, who was a person of very 
tine breeding, wished the breeches- maker's lady joy 
of her coming abroad after her lying-in, and excused 
liereelf by illness for not having waited upon ber on 
the occasion : to which the breeches- malter's lady an- 
swered, in the politest manner imaginable, ' that she 
should have been extremely glad to have seen her, 
but that she sent cards to none of her acquaintance, 
as indeed there was no occasion; for that, excepting 
herself (mcanbg the collar-maker's lady) she had 
been visited at her sitting up hy all the qualiii/ of 
Brenlforli,' 

The quality of Brentford fixed my attention to 
these ladies ; and during so short a journey as to 
Hyde-park-corner, where I made my compliments 
of departure, I acquired so much knowledge in the 
affairs of cliild-birth, in thrushes, red-gums, and 
the management of tlie month, that I shall hardly 
decline a debate upon those subjects with the moat 
FXIiericnced itursc at the lying-in huspital in Brown- 
low-8trcct. 
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As there are few circumstances too triml to ftirnisb 
useful iiiuts to a considerate mind^ at my return to 
my lodgings I could not help looking upon this boast 
of the breeches-maker's wife, concerning the number 
and grandeur of her visitors, namely, that they were 
all the quality of Brentford, to be exactly of a piece 
with .the vanity that possesses almost every individuid 
of mankind. 

To mention a stage-coach once more ; who is tbere 
that has travelled in one but must have heard it ob- 
served by the most ordinary of the passengers, that 
this was the first time in their lives that they had 
ever suffered themselves to be crowded into so mean 
a carriage ? For my own part, I have always remarked 
it, that within half a dozen miles of the end of o«ir 
journey, if there has been a fine-spoken lady in the 
coach, though but a country shopkeeper's wife, who 
imagined herself a stranger to the company, she has 
expressed great anger and astonishment at not seeing 
the chaise, the chariot, or the coach coming to. meet 
her on the road. To what is this vanity owing^ but 
to the desire of being thought in her own person one 
of the quality of Brentford? 

If we look into the city, and observe the eating 
and drinking of almost every common tradesman ; 
the strut of the husband in his gown and hood upon 
a lord mayor's day ; the extravagance of the wife 
in dress, furniture, and servants; their parties to 
Vauxhall and Sadler's Wells; their visits and enter- 
tainments; the question will occur, whence are all 
these vanities, but to see and be seen by the quality 
of Brentford? 

The fine gentleman, whose lodgbgs no one is ac^ 
quaintcd with; whose dinner is served up under 
cover of a pewter plate from the cook's shop in Por- 
ridge Island ; and whose annuity of a hundred ixninds 
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is made to eupply a laced suit every year, and » cbair 
every evening to a rout ; retutna to his bed-room 
on foot, and goes ahivering and supperless to rest, 
fur the pleasure of appearing among people of equal 
importance with the quality of Brentford. 

The confectioner's wife, who lights up her rooms 
with wax candles, and pays for them with the card 
money; who borrows chairs, tables, and servants of 
her neighbours ; who sweats under the fatigue of 
doing the honours of her house, and who is almost 
BtiUcd to death by the mob she has iuvited ; has no 
other gratification from her folly than the idle boast 
of having brought together to her rout all the quality 
of Brentford. 

But to take characters in the group, why is every 
ordinary mechanic, every pettifogging attorney, every 
clerk in an office, every painter, player, poet, and . 
musician, or, in short, why is almost every man one 
knows making a show beyond his income, but from 
a desire of being ranked among the quality of Brent- ' 
ford? 

I shall conclude this pa|>er with a short letter, 
which I rec-eived two days ago from a correajwnd- 
ent, who, if I can form any judgment of his rank 
by his manner of writing, must be one of tlie quality 
of Brentford. 

MK. FITZ-ADAM, 

I am no enemy to humour and irony and all that, 
but I cannot help thinking that you must have sjunt 
the chief part of your time among low people; and 
this is not only my own opinion, but the opinion 
of most of the persons of quality with whom I con- 
verse. If you are really acquainted with the manners 
of upper life, be so good as to convince us of it, by 
copying Its language, and dntwbg your tiiturc ch»< 



262 THK WORLD. 49. 

racters from that inexhaustible source of politeneaB 
and entertainment. 

I am^ 
Your friend and well^-wishcr, . 

Z. 
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Though I am an old fellow, I am neither sour nor 
silly enough yet to be a snarling laudator temporu 
acti, and to Aate or despise the present age because 
it is the present. I cannot, like many of my contem- 
poraries, rail at the wonderful degeneracy and cor" 
ruption of these times, nor oy sneering compliments 
to the ingenious, the sagacious, moderns, intimate 
that they have not common sense. I really do not 
think that the present age is marked out by any new 
and distinguished Wees and follies, unknown to fonn^ 
ages. On the contrary, I am apt to suspect that 
human nature was always very like what it is at this 
day, and that men, from the time of my great proge- 
nitors down to this moment, have always had iu them 
the same seeds of virtue and vice, wisdom and fblly^ 
of which only the modes have varied, from dimat^, 
education, and a thousand other conspiring causes. 

Perhaps this uncommon good-humour and indul- 
gence of mine to my contemporaries may be owine 
to the natural benignity of my constitution, in whi^ 
I can discover no particles of envy or ill-nature^ even 
to my rivals both in fame and profit, the weekly 
writers ; or perhaps to the supenority of my parts, 
which ever^ body must acknowledge, and whidi 
places mc mfinitelv above the mean sentiments td 
envyand jealousy. Butwhatever maybe the truecaxisej 
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which probably neither my readers nor I shall ever 
discovetwith precision, this at least is certain, that the ■ 
present age has not only the hunonr anil pleasure of 
being extremely well with me, hut if I dare say so, ' 
better than any that I have yet either heard or read ■ 
of. Both Tices and virtues are smoothed and aoftened' 
by manners; and tjiough they exist as theyerer hare 
done, yet the former are become less bHrt^rous, and 
the latter less rough. Insomuch that I am as glad'' 
as Mr. Voltaire can be, that I have the good fortun^- 
tfi live in this age; iadependeatly of tliat interested 
(!onsideration,<thnt it is rather better to be still alive,'- ' 
than only to have lived. 

This my benevolence to my countrymen and con-' 
temporaries ought to be esteemed still the more me-' 
ritorious in me, when I shall make it appear that no ' 
man's merit has been less attended to, or rewarded,-'' 
than mine: and nothing produces rll-humour, ran-' 
cour, and malevolence so mucli as neglected aod nn-'* 
rewarded merit. --^ 

The utility of my weekly labours la evident, and' ' 
their effects, wherever they are read, prodigious^' 
They are equally calculated, I may say it witlioBt 
vanity, to fonn the heart, improve the understand- 
ing, and please the fancy. Notwithstanding all which, 
the ungrateful public docs not take above three thou-' 
sand of tliem a week. Though, according t« Mr.' 
Maitland's calculation of the number of the inhabit- 
ants in this great metropolis, they ouglit to takff • 
two hundred thousand of them, supposing only five 
persons, and one paper to each family; and allowing' 
seven millions of aouls in the rest of the kingdom, I 
may modestly say, that one million more of them 
ought to be taken and circulated in the country. 
The profit arising from the sale of twelve hundred- 
thousand papers would be some encouragement to: 



264 THE WORLD. 49* 

me to ooDtione these my labours for tlie benefit vf 
mankind. 

I hare not yet had the least intimatiim from the 
ministers^ that they hare any thoughts of odUng me , 
to their assistance, and giving me some considerable 
employment of honour and profit : and hafing hnl . 
to sudi intimations, I am justly ai^irehenaive that 
they have no such intentions ; such intimations being t 
always long previous to the performance, often to Htm. 
intentions. 

Nor have I been invited, as I confess I expected to 
be, by any considerable borough or county to r epr ese n t 
them in the next parliament, and to defend their 
liberties and the Christian religion, against the mir 
nisters and the Jews. But I think I can aoooant Ifar 
this seeming slight, without mortification to mj 
ranity and self-love ; my name being a pentntencn 
name, which in these suspicious and doubtful timei 
savours too strongly of Judaism ; though, upon the 
faith of a Christian, I have not the least tenomcy ta 
it ; and I must do Mrs. Fits- Adam (who I own haa 
some influence over me) the justice to say« that she* 
has the utmost horror for^those sanguinary rites and 
ceremonies. 

Notwithstanding all this ill usage (for every nan 
may be justly said to be ill used who is not rewarded 
according to his own estimation of his own merit). 
which I feel and lament, I cannot however call the 
present age names, and brand it, with degenemogr^ 
Nature, as I have dready observed, being ahraye tfai 
same, modes only varying. With modes, the siffniiicni 
tion of words also varies, and in the course <n those 
variations, convey ideas very difierent from those 
which they were originally intended to express. " I 
could give numberless instances of this kind, but «t 
present I shall content myself with this singfe bpe. 
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Tlie word hon<mr, in its pr<^)er signification, 
doubtless implies the united sentiments of virtue, 
truth, and justice, carried by a generous. mind be- 
yond those mere moral obligations which the laws 
require, or can punish the violation of. A true 
man of honour will not content himself with the 
literal discharge of the duties of a man and a ci- 
tizen; he raises and dignifies them into magnani-. 
mity. He gives where he may with justice refuse ; 
he forgives where he may witn justice resent; and 
his whole conduct is ' directed by the noble senti- 
ments of his own unvitiated heart ; surer and more 
scrupulous guides than the laws of the land, which 
being calcvJated for the generality of mankind, 
must necessarily be more a restraint upon vices in 
general, than an invitation and reward of particular 
virtues. But these extensive and compound notions 
isi honour have been long contracted, and reduced 
te the single one of personal courage. Among 
the Romans, honour meant no more than contempt 
of dangers and death in the service, whether just 
or unjust, of their country. Their successors and 
conquerors, the Groths and Vandals, who did not 
deal much in complex ideas, simplified those of 
honour, and reducea them to this plain and single 
one, of fighting fior fighting's sake, upon any> or all, 
no matter what, occasions. 

Our present mode of honour is something more 
compounded, as will appear by the true character 
wbidb I shall now give of a fashionable man of 
honour, 

* A gentleman, which is now the genteel sy- 

* A gentleman i^ ever^ man, who with a toleraUe vait of 
«lot|ie8| a sward by his side, and a watch and snuff-box in his 
pockets, asserts himself to be a gentleman, swears with energy 
that he will be treated as such, and that he will cut die thioat 
of any man who presumes to say the contrary. 

VOL. I. A A ' 



266 THE WOBLD. 49. 

nonymous term for a man of honour^ mast, Hke 
his Gothic aDcestors, be ready for and rather de- 
sirous of a single combat* And if hy a proper degree 
of wrongheadedtiess he provokes it^ he is only so 
much the more jealous of his honour, and more of a 
gentleman. 

He may lie with impunity^ if he is neither de^ 
tected nor accused of it : for it is not the lie hb 
tells^ but the lie he is told of^ that dishonours hiu* 
In that case he demonstrates his veracity by his 
sword^ or his pistol, and either kills or is killed with 
the greatest honour. 

He may abuse and starve his own wife^ daughters^ 
or sisters, and he may seduce those of other men^ 
particularly his friends, with inviolate honour^ be* 
cause, as l^r John Brute very justly observes, he. 
^ears a sword. 

By the laws of honour he is not obliged to pay 
his servants or his tradesmen; ibr as thiey are a 
pack of scoundrels, they cannot without insolenoe 
demand their due of a gentleman : bat he must 
punctually pay his gaming-debts to the sharpers 
who have cheated him; for those debts are really 
debts of honour. 

' He lies under one disagreeable restraint: for he 
must not cheat at play, unless in a horse-match : but 
then he may with great honour defraud in an office^ 
or betray a trust. 

In public affairs, he may, not only with honour^ 
but even with some degree of lustre, be in the 
same session a turbulent patriot, opposing the best 
nleasures, and a servile courtier, promoting the 
worst; provided a very lucrative consideration be 
known to be the motive of his conversion; for in 
that case the point of honour turns singly upon the. 
quantum. 

From these premises, which the more they are 
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considered tlie truer tbcy will be found, it appears, 
that there are but two tilings whicli a man of tlie 

nicest honour may not do, wliich are declining single 
combat, and cheating at play. Strauge ! that virtue 
should be so diflicult, and honour, its superior, so 
eaBV to attaia to. 

The uninformed herd of manlfiud are governed 
by words and names, which they implicitly receive 
without either knowing or asking their meaning. 
Even the philosophical and religious controversies, 
for the last three or four hundred years.'havc turned 
mueh more upon words and names, unascertained 
and misunderstood, than upon things fairly stated. 
The polite world, to save time and trouble, receive, 
adajit, and use words in the signification of the day; 
not having leisure nor inclination to examine and 
analyse them : and thus often misled by sounds, and 
not always secured by sense, they are hurried into 
fatal errors, which they do not give their undeiv 
Btandings fair play enough, to prevent. 

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing thein 
back to their true signification, one may sometimeB 
happen to expose and explode those errors, whicli 
the abuse of them both occasions and protects. May 
that be the good fortune of this day's paper 1 How 
many unthinking and unhappy men really take 
themselves to be men of honour, upon these mistaken 
ideas of that word ! And how. Citw to others, espe- 
cially to the young and unexperiencedj 



example and success in the world ! I «ou]d heartily7 
■ ' " exhibit I 



wish that some good dramatic poet would 
at full length and in lively colors upon the stage/ 
this modish character of a man of honour, of which I 
have but slightly and hastily chalked the outlines. 
Upon such a subject I am apt to think that a good 
poet might be more useful than a good preacher, as 



perhaps 
Ills Tnati 
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hie audiences woulil be more numerous, bbH 
matter mure attended to. Besides, 

Sq^iu irritant animcM, dcmiiuB per >a: 



Quan 

Ip«b: 






P. S. To prevent inistakee, I must observe Uil 
there is a great differetice between a luao of hi 
nour, and a penou of boaour. By persons of *■ 
Dour were meant iu the latter end of the last c 
tury, bad authors and poets of noble birth, vrl 
were but just not fools enough to prefix tlieir nam 
in great letters to tho prologues, epilogues, 
sometimes even the plays with which thc^ entti 
tained the public. But now that our nobility a 
too generotiB to interfere in tho trade of US pT 
professed authors, or to eclipse our performances 
the distinguished and superior cxcelleiicy and Iubi 
of theirs; the meaning ut present of a person 
honour is reduced to the simple idea of a person 
illustrious birth. 
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Et ntm lantafuU Itiimam tibi caiaa viilendif 

Vltto. 
TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

Thouch I am a constant inhabitant of this ton 
which is daily producing some new improreinent 
the polite and elegant arts, in which I interest la 
self, perhaps to a <kgree of enthusiasm, and hare i 
ways a thousand re:is(ins for not leaving it a atni 
day; yet I cannot help still accosting my ft-ieni 
upon their first arrival from the country, witJi t 
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usual queHtion at this tiine of the yew, ' Well, eir, 
what brings you to town ?' The answer has alwaya 
varied according to the circumstances of the person 
asked : ' To aee the new bridge j to put a son to 
Westminster, the inns of court, the army, &c. to 
hear the new opera j to look out for a wife ; to be 
in fortune's way at the drawing of the lottery ; to 
print a sermon; a novel; the state of the niition, 
&c. &c.; to kiae hands for an emjiloymeiit ; to be 
elected fellow of the Ro}'al Society ; to consult 
Doctor Ward ; to be witness for Mrs. Squires.' In 
short, the reasons glten are infinite, and J am afraid 
the detail has been already tedious. Bnt 1 must 
observe, that the moat general motire of the men has 
been to buy something tliey wanted, and of the ladies 
to buy something they did not want. 

This year, indeed, that general reason has given 
place to another, which is not only general but 
unireraal; for now, ask whom you will what he ia 
come up for, be draws up all his muscles into a, 
most devout gravity, and with an imjKtrtaut solem- 
nity answers you, ' To repeal the Jew bill.' This 
religious anxiety brtugs to my mind the political 
zeal, no less warm or wiivcrsal, in the year ten. I 
remember I then met with a Welch collier who 
asked me for a lialfpenny, telling me he was starving 
here, as were his wife und children two hundrctl 
miles off. As I knew him by his dialect to be of a 
good family, I expressed to him my sui^rise that )ie 
would leave his principality to come into a country 
where they paid so little regard to the antiquity of 
his house, or the length of his pedigree ; and desired 
that he would tell me why he came to London. He 
immefliately swelled with all the pride of his ances- 
tors, put his arms a-kimbo, and answered, * To pull 
down the French king.' 

But the worst reason for coming to Lundoii that 
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I ever heard in mv life wiu given me last iiiglit ti, -a 
visit by a roung lady of tlic muet graceful figure 1 
ever beticla; it was, 'tu have her shape altered %> 
the modern fashioD.' That is to say, to have her 
breasts compressed by a Hat, strait line, which is tp, 
extend cruKS-wi»e from ehoulder to ahoulder, aud alq 
to desccnil, still in a strait line, iu such a mannoi 
that you shall not be able tn jwonounco what it i 
that prevents the usual taperiug of the waist, j 

Crotest when I saw ttie beautiful figure that was tf, 
e so deformed by the stay-maker, I was as inucb 
shocked as if I had been tuld that ahe was come ty 
deliver up those animated knolls uf beauty to tte 
surgeon. — 1 Imrrow my terms from gardening, whujL 
now indeed furnishes the most pregnant and exalta} 
expressions of any science in being— And thi|C 
brings to my mind the only instance that can giv^ 
an attcquatc idea of my concern. Let us suppufic 
Mr. Browne should, in any oneof thcniauyElyaimn 
he has made, see the old terraces rise agaia ast 
mask his undulating knolls, or straight rows of ci 
trees obscure his noblest configurations of sceuen 
When Lord Burlington saw the rebuilding of ^ 
Paul's by Sir C. Wren, the rcmembraucc of uie fi 
which had been destroj-ed, and his partialitv to 
work of his admired Inigo Jones, drew from him 
following citation : ' When the Jews saw the sccoi 
temple, they wept.' I own (though no Jew) 1 i 
the same, when 1 heard that the most beauteous i 
main of nature's architecture was so soon to be d 
Btrnyed J and could not help reciting those once a 
mired lines in the Henry and Emma, 

No longer aliall tlie hodice, aptly UuxA, 
From fliy full baiom to thy lUniUr viuiiU 
Hint ui and Aamtmiy of iAa;iB upius, 
Fme by dfgreea, and htinil\]'utly leu ; 

An horseman's cuat tJiutl lud« 

Tbj (optr itu^ Rod eomeHiLrH 01 tiitt. . , .', .,, 
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Observe the force of every word; and as a testimony 
that tliis excellent writer was peculiarly happy in 
the exprcssioQ, 'comeliness of aide,' the uicest obaeirer 
of our times, who is now pubh'shing a most rational 
AnaJysis of Beauty, has chosen for the principal U- 
histration of it a pair of stays, such as would fit the 
shape described by the judicious poet ; and has also 
shown by drawings of other stays, that every minute 
deviation from the first pattern is a dimiuutioa of 
beauty, and every grosser alteration a deformity, 

I hear that an ingenious gentleman is going within 
these few days to publish a treatise on Deformity. 
If be means artificial as well as natural defi>Tmity, 
he may make his work as voluminous as he pleases. 
A few books of travels will furnish him with abun- 
dant instances of head-moulders, fece-squecEers, nose- 
parers, ear-stretchers, eye-painters, lip-borers, tooth- 
stainers, breast-cutters, foot-swathers, &c. &c. all mo- 
delled by fashion, none by taste. Whenever tjiste or 
sense shall interpose to amend, hy a slight improve- 
ment, the mere deficieacies in the human figure, we 
may see by a single instance how it is likely to be 
receit'ed. 

A country femily, whose reamn/or cotatng to Lon- 
don was to have their pictures drawn, and principally 
that of the hopeful heir, brought him to Sir Godfrey 
Kneller. That skilful artist, soon discovering that a 
little converse with the world might, one day or other, 
wear off the block, which, to a common observer, ob- 
scured the man, instead of drawing him in a ereeu 
coat with spaniels, or, in tlic more contemptible livery 
of a fop, playing witli a lap-dog, 

Os homini aubliine dalit, 

he gave him a soul darting with a proper spirit through 
the rusticity of his features. 1 met the mother and 
sisters coming down stairs the day it was finished, and 
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I found Sir Oddfrey in a most violent r&ge abov o. 
' Look there/ says he, pointing to the picture, ' Then 
is a fellow ! I hare put some sense in him, and none 
of his family know him.' •' 

Sir Godfrey's consciousness of his own skill was 80 
well known, that it exposed him frequently to tint 
banter and irony of the wits his friends. Pope, ti 
play him off, said to him, after looking round a reoip 
roll of beauties that he had painted, ^ It is pity,.S^ 
Godfrey, that you had not been consulted at tbp 
creation.' Sir Godfrey threw his eyes strong upon 
Pope's shoulders, and answered, ' Really I should have 
made some things better.* But the punishment for 
this profancness pursued our wit still further. 

It is remarkable that the expletire, Mr. Pope gje* 
nerally used by way of oath was, * God menu me I' 
One aay, in a dispute with a hadcney coachman, he 
used this expression : — ' Mend i/ou!' says the coach- 
man ;• ^ it would not be half the trouble to make ^ 
new one.' If it may be allowable to draw a moral 
reflection from a ludicrous story, I could heartily 
wish that the ladies would every morning seriously 
address to their Maker this invocation of Mr. Popfr; 
and, after devout meditation on the Divine patroqafi^ 
to which they have recommended their charms* apply 
themselves properly to pursue all human means fi^r 
the due accomplishment of their prayer. .1 flatty 
myself that this advice may be psdatable, inasmu^i 
as it comprehends that celebrated example of unitio^ 
religion and politeness, delivered down to us ffoifi. 
the ancients in these few words, ' Sacrifice ta.t))e 
Crraces.' And I hope the sex will consider how.or^t 
a blemish it will be to the present age, if the pain^r 
or historian should declare to posterity that tiie la4if s 
of Ihese times were never known to sacriflejis.lp any 
god but Fashion. . .v iu/ ■ .^ 

To conclude the history of my unhappy visit. I 
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must confiBss I waa provolieil beyond uJl pnticnce, 
reserve, or good breeding; and very rudely flung out 
of the room, having first told the lady she need not 
have given herself tlie trouble of a journey to Lnudon, 
for I vould answer for liim, the talents of Mr, Square, 
her Somersetshire stayniaber, were sufficient to dress 
her in the most elegant taste of tlie modem fUahion, 
or indeed (if he was not an old man) to put her in a 
way tliat she could not possibly dress out of it. 
I am, as a lover of elegance. 

Your admirer aud humble servant. 
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-Quod medicoram #rt, 

ncdid: tracUmlfubriUafabri. 



Though there is nothing more pleasing to tlic mind 
of man than variety, yet it may be pursued in sueh a 
manner as to make the most active and varied life a 
dreaome sameness. To illustrate this seeming para- 
dos, I shall relate what I learnt from an humble com- 
panion of a gentleman of vast spirits (as he is called 
by his acquaintance] who thinks he has shown faie 
value for time by never having yet enjoyed one mo- 
ment of it. The active gentleman, it seems, proposed 
to the other to make the tour of England, and ride 
daily from house to house, and from garden to garden : 
which indeed they did in so expeditious a manner, 
nol to loKc time, that tliey did not allow the least 
portion of it for tbe objecta they saw to make any im- 
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pre^sion on their memories. In the hotteet veotber 
they neFcr walked under the shade ef the plantatioii 
they so much admired, and came on purpose to net^ 
but crossed the scorching lawn for the nearest way. to 
the building they would not rest in, or the wetter tbej 
refused to 1^ rowed upon. Thus they flew throMgn 
the countries and gardens they went to see^ with 9f^ 
much fatigue^ and not more oli^ervationj than a jp^ 
horse in his stage ; and this lor the j^asure of v^netjr^ 
and the advantage of improvement* . 

In what respect does thi^ gentleman's conduct dif* 
fer from his who seeks a variety of acquaintaooe ? 
The consequence must be exactly the same ; viz. use 
and enjoyment of none. An unexperienced man, who 
has happened to see one of this turn eagerly foUowingi 
or boastmg of his acquaintance with the builder^ t£e 

Slanter, the poet, the politician, the seaman, the sdU 
ier, the musician, the jockey, would naturally sup* 
pose he was generally talking with those gentlemea 
m the several sciences they respectively excelled in. 
No, this is the only discourse which ne studies to 
avoid. 

Before I endeavour to account for this strange ab- 
surdity, I would just observe, that the persons I am 
speaking of are of a very different character from 
those who, from a mere principle of vanity, are con- 
tinually numbering among their friends, tnough uwA 
the slightest grounds, men of high birth and station, 
and who always bring to my mind Justice Shallow's 
acquaintance with John of Oaunt, who neyer saw bim 
but once, and then he broke his head. Equally wide 
of the question is that character, who from a lore' of 
talking avoids the company where his news has been 
already published, and dreads the man who is better 
heard than himself on general topics. 

Ignorance and'an imbecility of attention, if I may 
be allowed the expression, are the most probable 
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causee of tbis inconsietent behariour. To avoid ii 
tapbysical diaquisitions, let us try if wc can set ( 
judgmenta by comparison. Men of tbe weakest 
storaacbs are very solicitouB of tlie greatest variety of ■ 
dislies and the highest sauces, whidi they constantly, 
reject upon tasting, being, as they confeas, too stroDg i 
for them, though the olgects of their deatre and ex- ] 
pectation before they were brought upon the table. 
It is also observable, that when gentlemen after it 
certain age devote themselves to the fair ees, they 1 
generally pursue with more fervmir, and always ex- 
press themselves with more warmth, than when in 
the heat of youth, solongas the game is out of reach; 
but a nearer prospect i^ success soon discovers the 
difference between natural heat and the delueion of 
false desire and imaginary passion. The sportsman 
cannot be more apprehensive and conceruetl for the 
death of the hare he wishes to save, than t}ie old gal- 
lant is at the approaching opportunity of accomplish- 
ing his desires; which if he obtain, I wn afraid he 
will sing no other Te Deum than that of Pyrrhus — 
Sach another vtcterg will rutn me. 

Animiaque in vulnCTe ponunt, 

was a famous quotation of Dr.Bentley'son tliesudden 
death of an old bridegroom. 

To avoid a dry argument, ODil as I do n()t remember 
to have seen this subject touched upon by any writer, 
ancient or modem, I liave endeavoured to throw it 
into measure. 



Ye Bagcs say, who know mankind, 
Wlienee, to their real profit blisd. 
All leave those fields which might produce 
Fit game fur pastime or for use? 
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The well-Btored warren they forsake. 
And love to beat the barren brake; 
Sooner their pleasures will avoiil. 
Than run the tbance of being cloy'd, 

Daincetas ever is afraid 
Lest merchants should discourse on trade : 
And yet of commerce will inquire; 
When drinking with a country squire. 
Of ladies he will ask how soon 
They think Count Snxe can take a town. 
Or whether France or Spain will treat: 
But if the brigadier ho meet. 
Ho questions him about the sum 
' Ho won or lost at last night's drum. 
I Or if some minister of state 
Will deign tfl talk of Europe's fate, 
Th' important topic he declines. 
To prate of wups, ragouts, and wines ; 
Yet he, at Helluo's board, can lix 
On no discourse but politics. 

Once were the linguist, and the bard. 
The objects of his chief regard j 
Now with expressive shrugs nod looks 
He tlies the haunts of men of Iwoks : 

Yet o'er his cups will condescend 

To roast the prebend for his friend: 
For depth of reading tell his merit, 
Extol his style for force and spirit : 
Aak where he prcach'd, or what his tL_.^ 
Inquire what work he '11 publish next: 
Wliat depth of matter, how he treats it- 
He can't be easy till he geta it. 
Wet from the press 'tis sent him down. 
Three days befDre 'tis on the town: 
The title read (for never more is) 
Next having writ « do*, umiiorii, 
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He sjwiids at least the time in finding 
A place to euit its site and binding. 
Ah migiit have served, if well directed. 
To read tlie roluriie thus neglected. 

When last with Atticus I dined, 
Damcetas there I chanced to find. 
Who straight address'd me with complaint 
How Pollio talk'd of the Levant; 
And hfiw he tcazed him near an liour 
With the Grand Signior and liis yower ; 
Then Athens' ruin'd dnmeH explam'd. 
And what in Egypt still remain'd. 
Tills tidk DamiEtas could not bear. 
For Pollio had himself been there; 
But from some fellow of a college 
Would think the subjects worth his knowledge. 

The table now removed again 
Began Damcetas to complain ; 
' I knew Eugcnius in his prime, 
The best companion of his time; 
But since he's got to yonder board. 
You never hear him speak a word, 
Rut tiresome schemes of navigation. 
The Ijuilt of vessels and their sUtion— 
Such stuff as spoils all conversation.' 

' Good Atticus, repeat the verses. 
You lately said were made by Tliyrsis-' 
John at that instant introduces c 

This very servant of the muses; 
Danitetas starts, and in confusion, 
Cursing the d — d iU-dmed intrusion. 
Whispers the servant in hia ear, 
' John, be so good to call a cliair;" 
And flies the spot, alarm'd with dread. 
Lest Thyrsts RhOuJd b^in to read. 

And yet, for allhe holds this rule, 
Damcetas is in fact no fool : 
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For fae'would hardly choose a groom 
To make his diairs or' hang his room ; 
Nor with th' upholsterer discourse 
About the glaQders in his horse ; 
Nor send to buy his wife a tete 
To Puddle-dock or Billingsgate ; 
Nor if in labour^ spleen, or trance. 
Fetch her Sir Thomas for Sir Hans ; 
Nor bid his coachman drive o' nights 
To parish-diurch instead of White's ; 
Nor make his party or his bets 
With those who never pay their debts ; 
Nor at dessert of wax ana china 
Neglect the eatables, if any. 
To smell the chaplet in the middle. 
Or taste the Chelsea-china fiddle. 
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TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

« 

I HAVE been betrayed and ruined by the basest of 
mankind. My father was a merchant of considerable 
note in this town; but by unavoidable losses and 
misfortunes, he died two years ago, broken-hearted 
and insolvent. I was his only child, and the delignt 
of his life. My education, my dress, and manner of 
living were such as would hardly have discredited a 
young woman of ^hion. Alas ! the dear parent, to 
whose fondness I was indebted for every advantage 
and enjoyment, intended to hare given me a con- 
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siderable fortune ; but he died, as I tiave told you, 
and lias left me to lameot that I was not a beggar 
from my cradle. 

I was ignorant of his circum stances, and therefore 
felt not my misfortune in its fidi force till a month 
after Iiis death : at which time his creditors entered 
u])ou his bouse, sold all his furniture and effects, and 
left me nothing but my clothes and trinkets, which 
they had no right to take from me. 

In the days of my prosperity 1 had a maid-servant, 
of whom I was extremely fondj and to whom, upon 
her marriage with a reputable tradesman, I gave u 
little jwrtion of fifty pounds, ^hich were left me by 
a relation. This young woman was lately become a 
widow ; and being left in but indifferent circum- 
stances, she hired a large house near the Exchange, 
and let Iwlgings for her support. It was to this 
woman that i flew for sbelter; being no more than 
eighteen years of age, and, aa my father used often to 
tell me, too handsome to hare friends. 

I do not mention this circumstance, indeed I do 
not, as any thing to be Tain of; Heaven linows that 
I am humbled by it to the very dust; I only intro- 
duced it as the best excuse I could think of for the 
unkiudness of my acquaintance. 

I was received by this favourite servant with great 
appearance of gratitude and esteem. She seemed to 
pity my misfortunes, and to take every opportunity 
of comforting and obliging me. 

Among the gentlemen that lodged at her house, 
there was one whom ehe used to talk of with great 
pleasure. One day, after I had lived with her about 
a week, s)ie told me that this gentleman had a great 
inclination to be known to me, and that, if I had no 
objection to company, he would drink tea with me 
that afternoon. She had hardly done speaking, when 
tb« geatluiuui entered the room. I was angry in my 
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heart at thU freedom ; but his genteel appcunuit'e 
aii<l bchaviuur souu gut the l>etter uf my resciitmeiit, 
and made me listeu to liis coiiversatitm wUli iiiurt- 
than common attention. — To be aa short as Iwn, this 
£rat visit made mu deairouH of a second, thut ee^-oud 
of a third, and the third of a thousand more: all of 
which he seemed as eager to ']KLy as I was witliug to 
receire. 

The house was so crowded with lodgers, that the 
mistress of it had ouly one parlour for herself and 
me ; and as she had aunost constant employment at 
home, my lover had very few opportunities of citter- 
tainiog me alone. But the presence of a third person 
did not hinder bim from declariuK the moat tender 
and uDolterable love for me, nor did it awe me from 
discovering how pleased and happy I was at the cun- 
qiicst 1 had made. 

In this delightful situation near a twelTemonth 
pasaed away; during which time he would often la- 
ment his dependence upon au old uncle, who, he said, 
would most assuredly disinherit him, if he married a 
woman without a fortune. 

I wanted no better reason for this delay; and was 
event tliat promised me the [Mwsession 
of all I wished for, when my happiness was inter- 
rupted hy the most viilauous contrivance that ever 
was heard of. 

] had walked out one morning to buy some shades 
of silk, in order to fiDish the covering of a settee, 
which I was working for my benefactress; and was 
returning home through a by-court, when, to my 
inexpressible surprise, I found myself stopt by two 
men, who, producing what they called a writ against 
me, hurriea me into a coach, and conveyed me, half 
dead with terror, to a wretched house, whose windows 
were guarded with iron bars. 

Ab soon as I had power to speak, I desired to kuow 
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by whom and tar what crimo I was thus cruelly in- 
sulted. They showed tne without hefiitation their 
authority; by wliich it appeared that the woman 
with whom I lived Jiad ordered mc to he arrested, for 
a debt uf thirty pouDda, wbieh she had Hcrorn I owed 
her for board and lodgiogs. ' It is impossible 1' cried 
I ; ' she cannot have served ma so ! There must be 
some mistake in this ! Scud for her this miimeat J I 
am sure it is a mistake 1' 'Verf possible, madam,' 
answered one of the fellows witli a smile ; ' but if 
you would take my'sdvice, it should be to send for a 
gentleman instead of the plaintiff. A young lady 
like yuu, madam, need uot stay here for a debt of 
thirty pounds.' ' Go where I send you, sir,' said I.; 
' tell her what has happened to roe, and bid her hasten 
to me, if she would save my life.' The fellow shook 
his head as he went out, but promised to do as 1 
directed. His companion asked me what I pleased 
to call for, and expluiued his meaning by telling me 
I was in a public house. I hid him call for what he 
liked, and charge it to me ; he thanked me very 
civilly, and locking the door after him, left me to 
myself. 

I had now a. little leisure to retlect upon this ad- 
venture; but tlie more I thought of it, the greater 
was my perplexity. I remained in this uncomfort- 
able suspense for near an hour, when I heard the 
door open with some precipitation, and saw my lover 
enter the room with an astouii^hment not to be ima- 
gined. ' Good God I' said he, snatching mc to his 
arms, * is this an apartment for my charmer? — That 
inhuman woman !" — ' What woman ?' said I, inter- 
rupting him ; 'can it be possible?' — 'She owns it 
herself,' answered he ; ' this professing friend, this 
grateful servant, owns that she has arrested you-' I 
was ready to faint at what I heard ; but recovering 
myself as well as I could, I inquired into the motives 
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of this womau'a cnieltyi ' Her mntiro,' lie rcjiKoi 
' was avarice ; I liad some words with her twu <laj 
ago, and tlirealcocd her in je.st that I tvuiild leui 
her lodgings. She thought me id earnest ; and b< 
lieviag I was so<in to marry the angel whom T dotv 
on, she determined to make wliat monej' she cuuld < 
me, by arreeting my sweet girl. She was nut mti 
taken when she guessed with what haste I ehou] 
discharge the debt, Here, sir," continued he, tumui 
to the bailiflj 'ia the full sum, and a gratuity St 
yourself. Cumc, madam, let us exchange this di 
tested place for apartments nmre worthy wf you." 

The coacli that brought him to my prisun waa i 
the door. He immediately put me into it, and col 
ducted me to a lace-ahon upon Ludgate-hill. I ri 
mained in the c«iach wnile he stept into the tiu)\ 
and continued for a minute or two in conrersatid 
with the mistress of it; when returning to mc wil 
great clieerfutoess, he gave me joy of his success, an 
handed me up stairs into pleasant and convenici 
apartments. The exact order in which I found tntt 
thing in these apartments put me u[)od obBerrin 
that the owoer of them was a prophetess, and kne 
that I should have need of them that very morninj 
My lover made no answer to my remark, but strait 
ing me in his arms, and almost pressing roe to ileati 
be called them my bridal apartments, and bid it 
welcome to them us such. He then went down i 
order dinner and a bottle of champaign (rum tl 
tavern, and returned to me with so much lore lu 
joy in his looks, that I was charmed with him beyoii 
expression. When dinner was removed, and the serraj 
who attended us withdrawn, he said and looked i 
many fond and endearing things, and mingled giu 
caresses with his words and looks; forcing ii]inR n 
at the same time three or four glioses of a winu I w: 
not UBcd to, that my heart, warm as it waa bufa 
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with liivc and gratitude, coDseoted to his desires, and 
ia one fatal moment LctrayBd nit: to u villaii). 

I lived in this guilty commerce till the effects of it 
mode tne appreheiisive of being a mother in a few 
weeks. I liad often pressed him for the perforniEtuce 
of his promigeB ; and was now resolved to be more 
particularly urgent with him upon that subject ; but 
instead of listening to me as I hoped he would, he 
called hastily for his suord, and took leave of me till 
the evening. 

I expected his return with the utmost impatience 
The evening iu.me; another, and another after that'; 
hut I neitiior saw him nor beard from him. Upon 
the fourth ihty of his leaving me, I received a visit 
from the mistress of the house, who, to my great 
astonishment, addressed me in these words: 

' I thought, madam, at your entrance into this 
Louse, that you were a married woman. The Indy 
who hired the lodging^ fur you two days before, gave 
me assurance that you were married.' ' What lady I' 
cried I. ' You amaze me ! I heard not of these 
lodgings till 1 had taken possession of them, Be 
tjuiek, and tell me who was this lady i' ' Alas !' an- 
swered my visitor, ' I knew not tiU Uiis morning that 
you were fallen into the snares of the worst of women, 
und the mostartful of men,' She saw my amazement; 
but desiring my attention, proceeded thus: 'As for 
the gentleman (if he deserves the name of one] you 
will uever see him more.' ' How, madam, never see 
him more I' interrupted I. — ^M y voice failed me as I 
uttered these words; and leaning backwards in my 
chair, I fainted away. She recovered me from my 
Bwoou, and then went on. * He lias just uow sent 
bis servant to discharge the lodgings; of whom when 
I inquired how you were to be taken care of in your 
approaching hour, bis answer M'as, that he hou no 
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commission to speak to such questions. Pray^ madam^' 
continued shc^ ' is it true that you were arrested is 
the street the morning of your entrance into these 
lodgings ?' I told her yes. ^ The servant then is 
honest/ she replied ; ' he has given me your whole 
history. The contrivers of that arrest were the 
woman where you lodged^ and the villain whom yoa 
trusted. Tlicir design was to fling you entirely into 
his power, that he might use it to your destructioD. 
But do not despair, madam/ added she, seeing me in 
the utmost aflliction ; * all women are not monsters. 
I have com|)a8sion upon your youth, and will assist 
you in your distresses. Tliese apartments are yours, 
till you desire to resign them : nor shall any thing be 
wanting that your situation shall require, or that a 
lady in happier circumstances would wish to be pro- 
vided with. And here^ifter, if you should choose to 
continue with me, and assist me in my businesSj I 
will look upon you as my daughter, and forget every 
thing whicn has befallen you.' 

Oppressed as I was with grief and shame, my heart 
bounded at this proposal, I fell upon the neck of my 
benefactress, and bedewed it witri my tears ; telling 
her, as well as those tears would permit me> that I 
was bound to her for ever, and would wish for no 
other happiness than to love and please her. 

Three months are past since I have been the mother 
of a sweet boy ; in all which time I have never seen 
(and I pray heartily tliat I never may see) liis- in- 
human father. The generous woman, who supports 
me, is even kinder to me than her promise. She pavs 
herself, she says, in the comfortable thought that aoe 
has been an instrument in the hand of Heaven ^toMve 
me from destruction. She told me yesterday, that 
the stratagem by which this monster got me into his 
power, with every particular of hia behaviour to me 
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befcrre and after it, b his fuvuurit^ suliject iu ftll cum- 
[NinieH. To deprive liim, tliurcfore, of liis jiriticipaJ 
g)lffiisiu-e, I have tliuught pnigwr tu tuke the atory out 
uf his linnds, by telling it nijself. 

Your most liunililo servant. 
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There are very few emjilojinents which i-cquire & J 
greater degree of care and circui]is]>ection thau that f 
of conducting a public paper. Double uieaniiigs are I 
so much the deUght of all conversations, that peo[)fe J 
Huldoin choose to take things in their obvious seuee; 
but are putting words aud sentences to the toilur^, > 
to force confessions from them wliich their autliots 
T meant, or if they had, would have deserved 'a 



whipi 



fffor 



1 I take all the r 
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1 to bo 



understood but one way. And, indeed, were I to 
publish nothing in these papers but what I write my- 
self, I should be verv little apprehensive of double 
ciinstructions. But, it seems, I h.ive not been suf- 
ticicntly guarded against the subtleties of my cur- 
responilents. Amanda's letter in my last pa])er has 
been discovered to be a manifest design to remove 
the lacts-trode from Ludgatc-liill to Duke's-court. 
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Some people make no oonscience of dedaring that I 
am the author of it myself, and that I reoeired a con- 
siderable bribe for writing it. Others are of opinion 
that it is the production of a very, pretty journey- 
woman in Duke's-court> who is entering into partner- 
ship with her mistress in the lace-trade, and has taken 
this method to bring custom to the shop. But wbo- 
erer is the writer of this letter, or whatever was the 
design of it, all people arc agreed that the effect is 
certain: it being very observable that the virtuoos 
women have been seen, for this week past, to crowd 
to the lace-shops in Duke's-court, and that scarcely 
half a dozen of them have appeared upon Ludgate- 
hill since they were apprized by this paper that sodi 
a person as Amanda was known to be housed there* 
From at least half a dozen letters which I have re« 
ceived upon this occasion, I shall only publish the two 
following : 

' TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
' SIR, 

* I beg to be informed if the letter signed Amanda 
in your last paper be reality or invention. If reality, 

I)lease to tell me at which of the lace-shops the creature 
ives, that I may avoid the odious sight of her^ and 
not be obliged to buy mv laces of a milliner^ or to 
murder my horses by driving them upon every triflidg 
occasion to the other end of the town. 

' I am, sir, 
' Your humble servant^ 

' Rebecca Blameless. ' 
' Cheapside, Dec. 29M, 1753.* 
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' KB. VnZ-ADAK, 

' I beg that you will do me tlie justice to inform 
the public that I have not had a lying-in in my 
house since I was brought to bed of my fourteenth 
child, which ia five years ago next Lady-day; and 
that the young woman who has assisted me in the 
lace-trade for these last three months is not called 
Amanda, but Lucretia. 

' Your yery humble servant, 

'WiNNEFitED Bobbin. 
' Ludgale-hUl, Dec.ZQlh, 1753." 

I wish with all my heart that it was as easy for mq 
to make amends for wliat has happened, as it (3 t(f 
vindicate myself from any interested design in tli0 

Eublication of Amanda's letter. It was sent to Mf*.! 
todsley's by the penny-post, written in a very pretty J 
Italian hand, and will be shown to as many of tha I 
cnrions as are desirous of seeing it. [ 

I will not deny that I ought to have cancelled this 1 
letter; as I might reasonably have supposed that o^. I 
lady who entert^ned a proper regard tor her virtual 
would be seen at alace-sliopupou Ludgate-hill, whil^. J 
there was a bare possibility of her being served l^l 
Amanda. Indeed, to confess the truth, I have alwajvff 
been of opinion, that every young creature, wiio !iBf 'I 
been once convicted of making a slip, should be con^ ' 
pelled to take upon her the occupation of street-walk- I 
ing all her life after. ' 

It is a maxim among the people called Quakers'' 
(and a very laudable one it is) not to suffer a con- I 
Tided and open knave to be one of their body. They J 
have a particular ceremony, by which they expel hint i 
tbeir community ; and though h« may continue tO~ J 
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profess tlic opinions of Qiiaketism, they look upon hii»> 
to Ik no member of their churcli, and no otiierwise 41 
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brother, thaji 
common father, 

1 make no doubt but that tliu Quakers lia' 
this piece of poliicy from the luilies : but 
cofneB are observed to fall short of the spirit of tlia^' 
onginnlii, this induRtrioua, prudent, and opulent "^ 
of people will, J liope, excuse mu, if I prefer a 1 
nnil finixlicil design to an imperfect imitation uf it> 

The Quakers hnve never, tJiat I know i " 

munirat«d a mcmlicr for one Hingle failure 
frequent repetitions of it have they so drtireii 
from tiie commerce of mankind, m to make has , 
Rpcratc in vice, or to kill him with dei^ir, Ha|, 
nobly severe arc the ladies to the apostatca frug 
purity ! To be once frail, is fw ever to l»e infMnMr*" 
A full from virtue, however circumstanced, or ho» 
ever repented of, can arlniit of no extenuatioa^ Xbl 
look u)>on the olfunder and the oHcnce with ttpi 
detcHtatioR ; and postpone business, nay, even pleuu^ 
itself, for the great duty of detraction, and tor axv 
fligniug to perpetual intamy a sister who bat di> 
honoured them, 

1'hts settled and unalterable hatred of 

ranunt be sufficiently admired, if it be conaidereh 

delicately the bosoms which harbour it arc formed, and 
liow easy it la to move tbem to pity and compuHO^ 
in all other instances: enpedally if wc add to t)ii| ' 
consideration, ita having force enough to tear up Itf 
the roots those sincere and tender friendships, miia 
all handsome women, in a state of virtue, are so wol.' 
Known to feel for one another. ' 

Nothing can so strmigly cCHivince me of the- tniM 
of these female friendships, as the arguments wktch. 
slialtoiv and superficial men have thought proj^ii 
bring against them. They tell us that 
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TComan ever said a civil thin^ cif one as lianftaome us 
lienwif : liut, on the uontrary, tiiat it is aliiays tlie 
delight of Iroth to lesecD the heauty auil to detract 
from the imputations of each other. 

Admitting the accusation to be tnie, how easy is it 
to see through the good-natureil disguise of this be- 
haviour I Tfie»e generous young creatures are so ap- 
[ireliensive for their companioDS, that they deny tliem' 
heautj' in order to secure them from tlie attempts of 
libertines. They know that the principal ornanieut 
of beauty is virtue ; and that without lloth a lady i§. 
seldnm in danger of an obstinate pursuit : for which,! 
reason they very prudently deny lier the possessioill 1 
of dther. The lady ttiua obliged is doing is return) I 
the !«me agreeable service to her beautiful acquaiut-fJ 
ance ; and is woifdering what the men can see in suchil 
trifling creatures to be even tolerably civil to thenbp| 



Thus, under the 



appear 



i of envy and ill-oatiii^fl 



they maintain inviolable friendships, and live in ^M 
mutual intercourse of the kindest offices. Nay, toifl 
such a pitch of entliuslasm have tliese friendsljip* ff 
been sometimes carried, that I have known a lady tit, J 
be under no Rpprehenslona for herself, though pur* I 
sued by half the rakes in the town, who has absolutely, j 
fainted away at seeing one of these rakes only playin 
with the fan of her liandsome friend. 

The same discreet behaviour is observed by alraoiQ I 
every lady in her affairs with a man. If site wouMil 
express her approbation of him, the phrase is, ' Whdr T 
a ridiculous animal f When approbation is groww 1 
into love, it is, ' Lord, how I detest him I' But when f 
she rises to r solemn declaration of ' I'll die a thousand J 
deatlts rather than give him my consent,' we are thea 
sute that the settlements are drawing, or that she 
has packed up her clothes, and intends leaping into 
bis arms without any ceremony whatsoever. 

There may possibly be cavillers at this behaviour 
VOL. I. c c 
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of tlic ladies^ as well as unbelievers in female friend- 
ship ; but I dare venture to affirm that every man 
>vill honour them for their extraordinary civilities 
and good -humour to the seducers of their sex. Should 
a lady object to the company of such men^ it would 
naturally be said that she suspected her own virtue, 
and was conscious of carrying passions about her, 
which were in danger of being kindled into flames by 
every spark of temptation. And this is the obvious 
reason why the ladies are so particularly obliging to 
these gentlemen- both in public and private. Those 
gentle souls^ indeed^ who have the purity of their sex 
more at heart than the rest, may good-naturedly in- 
tend to make converts of their betrayers ; but I can« 
not help thinking that the meetings upon these oc- 
casions should be in the presence of a third person : 
for men are sometimes so obstinate in their errors^ 
and are able to defend them with so much sophistry, 
that for want of the interposition of this thira persop, 
a lady may be so puzzled as to become a convert to 
those very opinions which she came on purpose to 
confute. 

It is very remarkable, that a lady so converted is 
extremely apt, in her own mind, to compassionats 
those deluded wretches, whom a little before she per* 
secuted with so much rigour. But it is also to bo 
remarked, that this softness in her nature is only the 
consequence of her depravity : for while a lady con* 
tinues as she should be, it is impossible for her to fed 
the least approaches of pity for one who is otherwise* 
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Hod novum est aucupium—-^ 
Postremo imperavi egomet mihi 

Omnia assentari. Is qtuestus nunc est multo uherrimus. 

Tea. 

That an essay on hearers hB.s not been given us by 
the writers of the last age, is to be accounted for fr<Mn 
the same reasons that the ancients have left us no 
treatise on tobacconists or sugar-planters. The world 
is continually changing by the two great principles 
of revolution and discovery : as these produce novelty, 
they furnish the basis of our speculations. 

The pride of our ancestors distinguished them from 
, ttie vulgar, by the dignity of taciturnity. If we con- 
sult old pictures, we shall find (suitable to the dress 
of the times) the beard cut, and the features com- 
posed to that gravity and solemnity of aspect, which 
was to denote wisdom and importance. In that ad-^ 
mirable play of Ben Jonson's which, through the ca- 
pacity and industry of its reviver, has lately so well 
entertained the town, I mean Every Man in his Hu- 
mour, a country squire sets up for high-breeding, by 
resolving to be ^ proud, melancholy, and gentleman- 
like.' In the man of birth or business, silence was 
the note of wisdom and distinction ; and the haught^r 
peeress then would no more vouchsafe to talk to her 
equals, than she will now to her inferiors. 

In those times, when talking was the province 6nly 
of the vulgar or hireling, fools and jesters were the 
usual retainers in great families : but now, so total 
is the revolution, voices are become a mere drug. 
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and will fetch no money at all, except in the siDgie 
instance of an election. Riches^ birth^ and honour*^ 
assert their privileges by the opposite qtiidity^to 
silence ; insomuch, that many of the great estates 
and mansion-houses in this kingdom seem at present 
to be held by the tenure of perpetual talking. Fools 
and jesters must be useless in families, wlitfre the 
master is no more ashamed of exposing his wit at his 
table to his guests and servants, than his druAken- 
ness to his constituents. This revolution has obtained 
so generally all over Europe, that at this day a Jittts 
dwarf of tlie king of Poland, who creeps out after 
dinner from under the trees of the dessert, and utters 
im))ertinences to every man at table, is talked of at 
other courts as a singularity. 

Happy was it for the poor talkers of those days 
that so great a revolution was brought about by ife- 
grees; for though I can conceive it easy enough to 
turn the writers at Constantinople into printers, and 
believe it possible to make a chimney-sweeper a miller, 
a tallow-chandler a perfumer, a gamester a politidaa, 
a fine lady a stock-jobber, or a blockhead a connoisseiii', 
I can have no idea of so strange a metamorphosis as 
that of a talker into a hearer. That hearers^ boiT- 
ever, have arisen in later times to answer in some 
degree the demand for them, is apparent from the 
numbers of them which are to be found in moM 
families, under the various denominations of cousin, 
humble-companion, chaplain, led-captain, toad-reater, 
&c. But though each of these characters frequently 
•officiates in the post of hearer, it will be a great mis- 
take if a hearer should imagine he may ever interfere in 
any of their departments. When the toad-eater ofietts 
in praise of musty venison, or a greasy ragout ; when 
the led-captain and chaplain commend prick t* wine, 
or any other liquors, such as the French call chasaC' 
cousin^ the hearer must submit to be poisoned in 
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/ailence* Wlien the cousin is appealed to for the 
length of a fox-chase, and out-lies his patron ; wheti 
the squire of the fens declares he has no dirt near 
his house^ and the cousin swears it is a hard gravel 
for five miles round ; or when the hill improver as- 
serts that he never saw his turf burn before, and 
turning shorty says, ' Did you, cousin ?' in such cases 
1^ these the answers may give a dangerouid example : 
for if a raw whelp of a hearer should happen to ^rv^ 
his tongue, he will be rated and corrected life a 
imppy. 

Tlie great duty therefore of this office isf silenc6 ; 
ao<l I could prove the high antiquity of ijb by the 
Tyros of the Pytliagorean school, and the 'ancient 
worship of Harpocrates, the tutelary deity 6f this 
sect. Pythagoras bequeathed to his scholars that 
celebrated rule, which has never yet been rightly 
understood, ^ Worship, or rather study, the echo ;* 
evidently intending thereby to inculcate, that hearers 
should observe, that an echo ^ever puts in a word till 
the speaker comes to a pause. A great and compre- 
hensive lesson! but being, perhaps, too concise for 
the instruction of vulgar minds, it may be necessary 
to descend more minutely into particular hints and 
juuitions. 

A hearer must not be drowsy; for nothing per- 
plexes a talker like the accident of sleep in the midst 
jof his harangue : and I have known a French talker 
rise up and hold open the eyelids of a Dutch hearer 
with his finger and thumb. 

He must not squint : for no lover is so jealous as 
a true talker, who will be perpetually watching the 
motion of the eyes, and always suspecting that the 
attention is directed to that side of the room to which 
they point. 

A hearer must not be a seer of sights : he must 
let a hare pass as quietly as an ox ; and never inters 

c c3 
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nipt narration^ by crying out at sight of a highway*' 
man or a mad dog. An acquaintance of mine^ who 
lived with a maiden aunt, lost a good legacy by tlie 
ill-timed arrival of a coach and six, which he first 
discovered at the end of the avenue, and announced 
as a most acceptable hearing to the pride of the &« 
mily : but it nappencd unluckily to be at the yeiy 
time that the lady of the house was relating the 
critical moment or her life, when she was in tlie 
greatest danger of breaking her vow of celibacy. 

A hearer must not have a weak head : for thougli 
the talker may like he should drink' with him, ne 
does not choose he should fall under the taUe till 
himself is speechless. 

He must not be a news-monger: because times 
past have already furnished the head of his patron 
with all the ideas he chooses it should be stored, 
with. 

Lastly, and principally, a hearer must not be a 
wit. I remember one of this profession being told by 
a gentleman, who, to do him justice, was a very g6o). 
seaman, that he rode from Portsmouth to London im 
four hours, asked, ^ if it was by Shrewsbury dock?' 
It happened the i)erson so interrogated had not rmJ. 
Shakspeare : which was the only reason I could as* 
sign why the adventurous querist was not immediately 
3ent aboard the Stygian tender. 

But here we must observe, that silence, in the 
opinion of a talker, is not merely a suppression of the- 
action of the tongue ; it is also necessary that every 
muscle of the face and member of the body should re^i ■ 
ceive its motion from no other sensation than tiiat:' 
which the talker communicates through the ear. 

A hearer therefore must not have the fidgets : he 
must not start if he hears a door clap, a gun go off, 
or a cry of murder. He must not' snutf with his 
noi^tril^ if he smieU ^x^, b^use, though he should 
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savo the house by it, he will be as ill rewarded as 
Cassandra for her endeavours to prevent the flames 
of Troy, or Gulliver for extinguishing those of Lilli- 
put. 

There are many more hints which I should be de- 
sirous of communicating for the benefit of Jieginners^ 
if I was not afraid of making my paper too long to be 
properly read and considered within, the compass of 
a' week, in which the greatest part of every morning 
is necessarily dedicated to mercers, milliners, hair- 
cutters, voters, levees, lotteries, lounges, &c. I shall 
therefore say a word or two to the talkers, and hasten 
to a conclusion. 

And here it would be very impertinent, and going 
much out of the way, were I to interfere in the just^ 
rights which these gentlemen have over their qwa 
officers and domestics. I would only recommend tq 
them, when they come into other company, tp con-e 
aider that it is expected the talk of the day should bei 
proportioned among them in degrees, according to 
the acres they severally possess, or the number of 
stars annexed to their names in the list printed from 
the public funds: that hearing is an involuntary 
tribute, which is paid, like other taxes, with a re- 
luctance increasing in proportion to the riches of th€t 
person taxed : that it is a false argument for a talker 
to say to a jaded audience he will tell a story that i^. 
true, great, or excellent ; for when a man has eat of 
the first and second course till he is full to the throaty, 
you tempt him in vain at the third, by assuring hin^ 
the plate you oflTer him is one of the best erUrem^t^ 
\jQ Grange ever made. 
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No. 55. THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1754, 



ExHnctut amdbUur. Hon* 



TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I AM one of those benerolent persons, who having no 
land of their own, and not being free of any one oolr* 
poration, like true citizens of the world, turn allthelir 
thoughts to the good of the public, and are knowh hf 
the genera] name of projectors. AH the good I erer 
did or thought of was for the public. My sole 
anxiety has been for the security, health, revenue, 
and credit of the public, nor did I ever think of jmr- 
ing any debts in my whole life, except those oi toe 
public. This public spirit, you already supposej has 
been most ampiy rcwanled ; and perhaps suspect that 
I am going to trouble you with an ostentatious boast 
of the public money I have touched ; or that I am 
devising some artful evasion of an inquiry into *tite 
method by which I amassed it. On the contrary; I 
must assure you that I have carried annually the 
fruits of twelve months deep thought to the treasoiy, 
pay-office, and victualling-office, without having 
brought from any one of those })laccs the least retiirh 
df treasure, pay or victuals. At the admiralty the 
porters can read the longitude in my night-gown, ds 
plainly as if the plaid was worked into the letters of 
that word. And I have had the mortification to see 
a man with the dullest project in the world admitted 
to the board, with no other preference than that of 
being a stranger, while I have been kept shivering in 
the court. 
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After this short history of myself, it is time I 
should coramuuicate the pi-oject 1 have to propose fur 
your particular consideration. 

My proposal is, that a new office be erected in this 
iDeti'u|iolis, and cnlled the ej:tin^uUhlng office. In 
explaining the nature of this office, I shall endeavour 
to convince you of itH extraordinary utility : and that 
the scope aud intent of it may be perfectly under- 
etond, I beg leave to be indulged in making a feir 
pliilosophical remarks. 

There \a no observation more just or comrauu in 
experience, than that every thing excellent in nature 
or art has u certain fixed point of perfection, proper 
to itself, which it cannot transgress without losing 
much of its beauty, or acquiring some blemish. 

The period which time puts to all mortal things 
is brought about by an imperceptible decay; and 
whatever is once ra-st the crisis uf maturity, affords 
only the melancholy priispect of being impaired 
hourly, and of advancing through the degrees of 
a^ravated deformity to its dissolution. 

We inconsiderately bewail a great man, whom 
death has. taken otf, as we say, iu the bloom of his 
glory ; and yet confess it would have been happier 
fiir Priam, Hannibal, Pompey, and the Duke of Marl- 
borough, if fate hud put an earlier period to their 

Instead of quoting a multitude of Latin rerses, I 
refer you to that part of the tenth eatire of Juveiial, 
which treats of longevity: but I must dtsire part^ 
cularly to remind you of the following iiuasage : 

Frovidii Pampdo iledemt C'Binpv.U febrcs 
Oplandus. 

It is to a mature rejection on tha Bcnse of ihts p 
sage that 1 owe the greatest thought wliich ever en- 
tered the braiu of a projector : and I doubt uot, if [ 
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could once establish the office in question, of bfeing 
able to strike out from this hint a certain methad (^ 
practice that would be .as beneficial to mankind, as it 
^ould be new and extraordinary. 

It has been the usual custom, when old general 
have worn out their bodies bv the toils of manjr 
glorious campaigns, beauties tneir complexions l^ 
the fatigues of exhibiting their persons, or. patriots 
their constitutions by the heat of the house, to send 
them to some purer air abroad, or to Kensington 
Gravel-pits at home : but as there is notliing so justly 
to be dreaded as the chance of surviving good fame, I 
am for sending all such persons in the zenith of their 
glory to tlie fens in Essex. 

As it is with man himself, so likewise shall we find 
it with every thing that proceeds from him. His 
plans are great, just) and noble ; worthy the divine* 
image he bears. His progression and execution, torn 
certain point, answerable to his designs i but beyond 
it, all IS wcakuesS) deformity, and disgrace. To be 
assured of this point, it is as necessary to consult .an- 
other, as the sick man his physician to know the 
crisis of his distemper : but whom to apply to, is the 
important question. A friend is of all men living 
the most unfit, because good counsel and sincere ad- 
vice are known to produce an immediate dissolutioii 
of all social connexions. The necessity of a new 
office is therefore evident; which office I propose 
shall be hereafter executed by commission, but firqt 
. (by way of trial) by a single person, invested with 
proper powers, and universally acknowledged by the 
style and title of sworn CtVtingulshcr, To explain the 
functions of this person/ 1 shall relate to you the ac* 
cident which furnished the first hint for what I am 
now offering to your perusal. 

Whenever I have been so happy as to be master of 
_a candle, I have observed that though it has bui:at 
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witli great brightness to a certain point, yet the 
nioment that the flame has reached that point, it has 
become less aii«] less bright, rising and falling with 
great inequalities, till at last it has expired in a mosfe | 
intolerable stink. In other families, wheiv poverty 1 
is not the directress, the candle lives and dies witb^ 1 
out leafing any ill odour behind it ; and this by the f 
well-timed appHciitioa of a machine called an exti^ I 
guisher. ■ t 

It is the use of this tmichuie that I am desirous of 1 
extending: and what confirmed me in the project 
was, my happening one Sunday to drop into a church, 
ii'here the top of the pulpit was a deep concave,not 
very unlike tiie implcwent above-mentioned. The 
sermon, which had biegun and proceeded in a regular 
uniform tenor, grew towards the latter end estremely 
different; now lofty, now low, now flashy, now dark 

■1 In short, the preacher and his canopy brought 

so strongly to niy mind the expiring can^e and its 
extinguisher, that I longed to have the power of 
properly applying the one to the other; and from 
that moment conceived a project of suspending hollow^ 
rMocs of tin, brass, or wood, over the heads of all pubi 
lie speakers, with lines and pulleys to lower thenf 
occasionally. 

I carried this project to a certain great man, who 
was pleased to reject it ; telling me of several d&- 
vices which might answer the purpose better; and 
instancing, among many other practices, that of the 
Rohin Hood Society, where the president performs 
the office of an extinguisher by a single stroke of a 
hammer. In abort, the arguments of this great man 
|>revailed with me to lay aside my first scheme, but 
furnished me at the same time with hints for a more 
extensive one. 

At the play-house the curtain is not only always 
ready, but capable of extinguishing at once all tha 
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]V!rsmi8 of tlie ilraiJia. Huw many new trngcdiei 
ini);Iit be Baviil fur tlic future, if tlie curt:kiii (v»!i to 
ilrop by aiitLority oa aiHin na the licro was Aevi 1 or 
htiH' happily might the languid, pJi!, And liuftrid 
flumes of a whole fifth act lie extioguished by tha 
estabJiahineDt nf such ao oflice. 

In npplybg it to epic pnetry, I could not but full- 
ntate the author of the IJiiid. The extinguisher of 
the ^neid deserves the high est encomiums^— Happy 
Virgil 1 but O uTctched Milton 1 more unhappy in 
the blindness of thy commentators, than in thy o>vn I 
«hi), to thy eternal disgrace, iFOul'i preserve thy two 
f^Dcluding lines, with the same Biipc rati tin ii with 
whidi the Gebem venerate the snuff of r landlc, snd 
cry out mcrilege if you offer to extineuish it. 

I. perceive I shall want room to explain my method 
of extinguishing talkers in private comjuuiies; but 
that I may not appear to you like tlinse quttcks who 
boust of more than they can perform, let nie coninnce 
you that the attempt is not impracticable, by remind-' 
ing you <if Apellea, who, standing behind one of bil 
pictures, listened with great patience while a shoe* 
maker was commending the foot; but the moment 
the mechanic was ])assinK on to the teg, atcpt ttom 
his hiding-place, and extinguished him at once with 
the famous proverb in use at this day, * The sltoe- 
makcr must not go beyond his last.' 

But whenever this oflBce is put into cnmmimioa, I 
propose, for this Inst^meDtioiied branch, to take in > 

t roper number of ladies ; I mean such as drew in the ■ 
eight of the moale; who being wjurpped with hnop* I 
in the utmost cxtcut of the fashion, are always pro* I 
rided wilh an extin^tisher ready for inimedJHie iiaei J 
By the apjilication of this machine to tlie above-men^ 1 
tioned purpose, I slmll have the further satisfacti<m o^'l 
vindicating the ladies from the unjust imputatioii of J 
bearing about them any thing useless. And as the 4 
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Cliiiiese lineir gunpowder, the anuk'nts thy loattstone, 
and the niodcrna electricitv, miin}' j-ears licfore they 
were applied to the Ixtnefit of niaiiltind, it will not 
aiilioar strange if a noble use Itc nt leii'!lh found tor 
the lioop, wfaicli lias, t<i be sure, till mow, affui-ded 
mere matter of 8|>ectlatinn. 

I now estingiiish myself, and nni, sir. 

Your most Imnible servant. 



P. S. If the abore project meets with your appii^ j 
I ation, I shttll venture to communicate another of 4l 1 
nature not rery unlike the foregoiug, and in whiflll J 
the public is at least equally interested. 

Galeoical medicines, from the quantity with whitA 
tlie patient was to be drenched, have excited of littie 
years so universal a loathing', tiiat the faculty must 
hare lost all their practice, if they had not hit upon 
the method of contracting the whole force and spirit 
of their prescriptions into one chemical drop or pilL 

From this hint I would propose to erect a. new 
clmmber, u'ith powers to abridge all arts and sciences, 
history, poetry, orutory, essays, &c. into the sitfa- 
gtance of a maxim, apophthegm, spirit of history or 
epigram. And as a proof of the practicability of this 
project, I will make yourself the judge, whether yotir 
last pajier on hearers may not be ftilly comprisM in 
the following four lines : 



ra jcnling and piatc: 
Ills!]' chnngint; its Eule. 
; kU, and his hearer thejbal. 
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TO S(B. FITZ-ADAM- 
■ ' Cuer Caradocb, Jait. IS. 1754. 

SIR, 

YoiJB papw opon hearem gave me that pleasure which 
a series of truths must always afford to hiiu who ran 
wituess for every one of them. 

I was born and brought up in the priociptJity of 
Wales, which from time imniemoriiil must have been 
productive of the most thorough-bred, seasoned, and 
stanch hearers, since erery gentleman of that country 
holds and asserU his right to he a talker by privilege 
of birth. I would uot have you conclude from what 
I have said above, that 1 am not as good a geiitlemau 
as the best (1 mean of as good a family) though po- 
verty and ill-fortune have doomed nie to be (far ever a 
hearer. 

I was left an orphan iu my earliest years; bat I 
am not going to trouble you with the many tnisfnr- 
tunes which constantly attended me to the age of 
forty; at which time I was a schoolmaster without 
boys to teach, or bread to eat. At this period «f 
my life I was advised by the parson of our parish to ■ 
go and enter myself iu some large and iveahhy fit- 
mily to be an ancle ; ii'hich is a linown and coiutnoii 
term in Wales, of like signification with henrer 
in England ; the duties and requisite qualifications 
being nearly the same, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing short iuBtnictions given me by my adviser ; 
viz. never to oiien ray Ii])s, except for the well-timed 
utterance of indeed! — $urprmng!—p rodigimi! — w •*< 
'imazinir' Hut these only to l)0 used nt the proper 
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intervals of tlie talker's fctdiing his breatlij coughing, 
or at otiier pauses ; and the length of the admiration 
to be aln^ays adapted tn, and particularly nerer to 
esce^d, the aforcBaid intervals. 

But ia onler to exjilain the method lie took to 
qualify me Still farther, and iuurc me to patieuce, I 
must gire you a short history of this n'orthy parsoD. . 
He was truly, u'hat he was called, a good sor' ' 
man ; if charity, frieodship, and good-humov 
entitle a man to that charai;ter. 1 must not cuncc 
themeannessof his education, in which he discover 
howerer, as great a genius as could possibly arise i 
of a stable and aliennel. He was a thorough sporb 
man, and eo good a sliot, that the late squire took « 
fancy to liim, made him his constant conipanion, antT 
gave him the living. But that he might not b^y 
lost in study and serraon-makiug, he contrived t<>3 
marry him to the daughter of the late incumbent^3 
'H'ho had been taught by her father Latin and met^S 
physics, and esereised from twelve years old to forty, 
in making themes and sermons. As she was by ^*?3 
ture meagre and deformed, by constitution fretfiuS 
and complaining, by education conceited and di^*^ 
putatiouB, by study pale and blear-eyed, and by liabit J 
talkative and loud, the friendship of the good parso^l 
tuggeeted her as the fittest person in the world t^^ 
esercise my patience for a few months, and inure mcj 
to the discipline of my future function. In this statiof a 
I made a vast progress in a little time ; for I not onl^'x 
heard above a thousand sermonSj but the strict obj 
servance of my von' of attention having made me a^ 
favourite, I was complained to whenever any thin^ J 
ivent amiss in the femily, and often scolded at for j 
the husband, whose office grew into a sinecure : inaO;< "Z 
much, that if I bad not known the sincerity and >ip-3 
riglitaess of his heart, I should hare suroected him 
of Iwiagiag loe into liia house to supply for ^im 4' 
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those duties wliich he wanted to be eased of. Bnt he 
had no such interested views ; for as soon as he found 
his help-mate had transfused into me a necessary 
portion of patience and long-sufferings he reoom-r 
mended me to my fortune^ giving me, generous man ! 
a coat and wig, which formerly liimself, and befoie 
him the squire, had worn for many years upon ex- 
traordinary davs. Having thus equipt rtie, he resumes 
the duties' of liis family^ where he officiates to tiiis 
day, with true cliristian resignation. 

My first reception was at the house of a ffentle- 
man, who in the early part of his life had Iwlowed 
the study of botany. Nature and truth are so pleanag 
to the mmd of man^ that they never satiate* Aks ! 
he happened one day to taste, by mistake^ a root that 
had been sent him from the Indies : it was a mest 
subtle i)oison, to which his experience iii British 
simples knew no antidote. Immediately upon his 
death, a neighbouring gentleman, who had. his eye 
upon me some time, sciif me an invitation, * Hia dis^ 
course was upon husbandry; and as he never deceived 
me in any thing but where he deceived bimsdf^ I 
heard him also witli pleasure. 

These were therefore my halc3ron days^ on whidi 
I always reflect with regret and tears. How dlfftrent 
were the succeeding ones, in which I have listened 
to the tales of old maids running over an endless Hit 
of lovers they never had ; of old beaus who boasted of 
favours from ladies they never saw ; of senators who 
narrated, the eloquence they never spoke ! giving mo 
such a disgust and nausea to lies, that at length my 
ears, which were at that time much too quick lor my 
office, grew unable to bear them. But prudently con- 
wderiug that I must cither hear or starve, I invented 
the following expedient for qualifying a lie. ' Whih 
I assented by some gesticidation, or motion of tk 
bead, eyes, or muscles of the face, I resolved to hafB, 
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in reeerve some inward expression of dissent. Of 
these I liad various; but fur the sake of brevity, I 
shall only trouble you witb one. 

A younger brother, wlio had served abroad all his 
Hfc, as he would frequently tell us, and who came 
unexpectedly to the estate and castle where he found 
me with a good charactei', took so kindjy to me that 
he seemed to desire no other companicm ; and as a 
proof of it, never sent to invito or add to our com- 
pany any one of the numerous friends he so often 
talked of, of great rank, bravery, and honour, who 
would have gone to the end of the world to have 
served him. I could have loved him too, but for one 
feult. He would lie without measure or disguise. 
His usual exaggeration was — and more. As thus: 
' At the siege of Monticelli,' (a town in Italy, as he 
told us) ' I received in several parts of my body three- 
and-twcnty shot, and more.' At the battle of Caratha 
(iuTurkey) I rode to death eighteen horses, and more. 
With Lodamio, the Bavarian general, I drank hand 
to fist, six doEen of hock, and more.' Upon all such 
occasions I inwardly anticipated him, by substituting 
ill the place of liis last tno words, the two following — ■ 
«r iese. But it so hap|>eQed one unfortunate evening, 
as he was in the midst of the sharpest engagement 
ever heard of, in which with his single broad-sword 
he had killed five hundred, and more, that I kept my 
time more precisely than silence : for unhappily the 
qualifying or le»fi, which should have been tacitly 
swallowed for the quieting ray own spirit, was so au- 
dibly articulated to the inflaming of his, that the mo- 
ment he heard subjoined to his five hundred — or less, 
the fury of his resentment descended on my ear with 
a violeut blow of his fist. By this slip of my tongue 
I lost my post in that family, and the hearing of 
my left car. 
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The consequences of this accident gave mc greats 
apprehensions for a considerable tinoe: for the siimteat 
cold affecting the other ear^ I was frequently r^Uk^eA; 
for misplacing uiy marks of approbation. Biit I aopa 
discovei^d that it was no real misfortune ;' fpi: e3(«; 
perience convinced me, that absolute silence wan ifi 
ffreater estimation than the best -timed syllablift ii^ 
interruption. It is to this experience that I ^ball-^ 
refer you^ after having rccountea the last memoisaU^ . 
adventure of my unfortunate history. 

The last &mily that received me was so numerofuif 
in relations and visitors^ that I found I should be ^&rf 
little regarded when I had worn off the character jojl^.. 
stranger ; though as such I was as earnestly applied (a ,, 
as any high court of appeals. For as toe n>i9oe ^ 
Uquor co-operated with the force of bloody they one 
and all addressed themselves to me to settle the anti-i 
quity of their families; vociferating at one and thet 
same time afiove a score of genealogies. Tliis was i^ 
harder service than any I had ever been used to ; aiid 
the whole weight of the clamour falling on my only^ . 
surviving ear^ unhappily overpowered it, and I becajoe^ 
from that instant totally deaf. 

Had this accident happened a few yeitrs sooner^ it,* ' 
^ould have driven me to despair : but ray experience^ 
assuring me that I am now much better qualified 
than ever, gives me an expectation of making my 
fortune : I therefore apply to you to recommend ni» ■ 
for a hearer in a country where there is better en-v 
couragement^ and where I doubt not of giving satia-s 
faction. 

I shall not trouble you with enumerating the ad<% 
vantages attending a deaf hearer : it will be enough 
for me to say^ that as such, I am no longer subjectt 
to the danger of an irresistible smile: nor will my -.. 
squeamish dislike to lies bring me again into dis-i 
grace. I shall now be exempt from the many mis* 
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fortuDcs wLicli tny ungovernable cars liave formerly 
led me into. What reproving looks have I had ror 
turning my eyes when I have heard a bird fly against 
the window," or the dog and cat qwarrelling iu ar 
(-■orner of the room I How have I been reprimanded, 
when detected in dividing my attention between the, 
fitnriea of my patroo, and the brawls of his family I 
' What Iiad I to do with the quarrels of his family ?' 
I own the reproof was just ; but I appeal to you, 
whether any man who has his ears can restrain tbcm, 
vheii a quarrel is toheheard, from making it the chief 
object of his attention i 

To euncludc. If you observe a talker in a large 
company, you never eat liim examining the fatate of a 
man 8 ear: his whole observation is upon the eye; 
nnd if he meet with the wamlering or the vacant eye, 
he turns away, and instimtly addresses himself to 
another. My eyea were always good ; but as it is no- , 
turtous that the privation of some parts add strength 
and perfection to others, I may boast that, since the 
loss of my cars, I found my eyes (which are confess- 
edly the principal organs of attention) so strung, 
quick, and vigilant, fbat I can, without vanity, offer 
myself for as good a hearer as any in England. 
Yours, &C, 



No 5;. THURSDAY, JANUARYS!, U54. 



Of all the passions of the human mind, there is not 
one that we allow so much indulgence to as contempt. 
But to determine wlio arc the proper objects of tliat 
passion may possibly require a greater degree of 
sagacity ana penetration tbiui most aicu are mastersi 
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of. Whoever conforms to the opinion of the worUL 
will often be deceired ; and whoever contradicts thi 
opinion of the world, which I am now about to do 
will as often be despised. But it is the duty of i 
public writer to oppose popular errors ; a diity whicl 
1 imposed upon myself at the commencement of thi 
work^ and which I shall be ready to perform^ as oftei 
as I see occasion. 

It is not my present intention to treat of individuals 
and the contempt they are apt to entertain for oni 
another i my design is an extensive one ; it is to resell) 
no less than three large bodies of men from thcf un^ 
deserved contempt of almost all the good people o 
England^ and to recommend them to the said ffooi 
iicople for their pity and compassion. The uire 
large bodies I am speaking of, and which^ oollectiveh 
con^dered^ make up at least a fourth part of his ma 
jesty's subjects, are parsons, authors, and cuckolds 
I shall consider each of these classes in the order ii 
which it stands, beginning with tlie parson, as thi 
most respectable of the three. 

And though there is no denying that iliis profes 
sion took its rise from so exploded a thing as . re 
ligion^ the belief of which 1 ao not intend to iiu»l 
cate^ having conceived an opinion that these my lucu- 
brations have admission into families too polite ka 
such concernments ; yet I have hopes of showing, t 
the satisfaction of. my readers^ that a parson is no 
absolutely so contemptible a character as is genendl] 
imagined. 

I know it has been urged in hisfavour, that thouffl 
unfortunately brought up to the trade of religion/h 
entertains higher notions in private, and neither be 
lieves nor practises what by his function he is ob 
liged to teach. But allowing this defence to be \ 
partial one, and that a parson is really and to il 
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iDtents and jiurpusts a believer, I <tonot adniit, even 
ill tliia case, tliat he deserves M the contempt tha^ 
people are inclined tu throw upnn Ijiin ; especiiilly if 
tlie extreme narroirness of his eilucatifjn be duly in- 
quired into. 

Wiiile the sons of great [(crsons are indulged by 
tutors and tlieir mothers' niaida at home, the in- 
tended parson is confined closely to school ; from 
whence he has the misfortune to be sent directly to 
college, where be continues, perhaps, half a Bi:ore 
years drudging at his courses, and where, for want 
of money, he may exclaim with Miltun, that 
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Which is as much as to say, that he is totally in the 
dari 99 to what is doing abroad, and that u'hile 
other men are going on in the cheerful leayg of 
wenching, drinking, and gaming, and improving 
their minds by Mr. Hoyle's l>ooi of knoieleage, the 
whole world is a blank to the poor parson, who in 
all probability grows old in a country cure, and owes 
to the squire of tlie parish all his knowledge of man~ 
bind. That such a parson, even though he should 
beliere every article of Christianity, andshould prac- 
tise up to his belief, is not, in every respect, an 
object of contempt, is really niyopiuion. For though 
the demnntlraliong of a Tiodal, a Totand, and a 
Woolston may have reached him at his cure, yet they 
do not always appear to be demonstrations, hut to 
those who rend them in tovni ; and even there, a 
man must have kept good company, and entered 
thoroughly into the fasTiionable amusements (which 
few parsons are able to do), before he caa be certain 
that tb^y are demouBtrattona. 
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The author comes next to be considered* And 
here it imports me to be extremely cautious; leat, 
being myself an author^ I betray a partiality in 
favour of the fraternity. But wnatever mankind 
have agreed to think of an author, he is not abeor 
lately and at all times an object of contempt* On 
the contrary, if it may be proved (which I believe 
no man living will deny) that at the time of his 
commencing author his choice would have led him 
to turn his hand to business, but that he had neither 
money to buy, nor credit to procure, a stool, brushes^ 
and black-ball ; I hope he may be admitted among 
the ol)jectH of compassion. A question indeed may 
occur, that if ever he has been so fortunate as to 
have saved three sLillings by his writings^ why he 
has not then set about buying the above-mentioned 
implements of trade ? But, supposing him to have 
acquired so much wealth, the proverb of ' Once b 
whore, and always a whore/ is less significant than 
* Once an author, and always an author ;' insomuch 
that a man convicted of being a wit is disqualified 
foP business during life; no city apprentice wiH 
trust him with his shoes, nor will the poor beau aci 
a foot upon his stool, from an opinion tnat for want 
of skill in his calling, his blacking must be had> or 
for want of attention, be applied to the stocking in^ 
fitecod of the shoe. That almost every author would 
choose to set up in this business, ii he had wheref 
withal to begin with, must appear very plainly to aU 
candid observers, from the natural propensity which 
he discovers towards blackening. 

Far be it from me, or any of my brother i^uthors^ 
to intend lowering the dignity of the gentlemen 
trading in black-ball, by naming them with our- 
selves: we are extremely sensible of the great di* 
stance there is between us^ and it is with envy tbttt 
we look up to the occupation of shoe-cleaning, wjhik. 
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we lament the severity of our fortune, in being sen- 
tenp^d to tlie drudgeiy of a lees respectable em- 
ployment. But while we are unhappily excluded 
from the stool and brush, it is surely a very hard 
case that the contempt of the world slioiild pursue 
lis, only because we are unfortunate. • 

I proceed lastly to the cucliold : and I hope that 
it will not Iw a mnre difficult task to restue tbiB 
gentleman from contempt, than eitlier the purson 
or the author. In fonner times indeed, when A 
laiiy happened now and then to prefer a particular 
friend to her husband, it was uaual to hold the said 
husband in some little disestcem ; fur as vronien 
were allowed to be tlie best judges of men, and as 
in the case before us the wife only preferred one 
man to another, people were inclined to think that 
she had some pnvate reason for so doing. But in 
these days of freedom, when a lady, instead of one 
friend, is civil to one-and-twenty," I am humbly of 
opinion that her cuctold is no more the object of 
contempt for such a nreference, than if he had beea 
robbed bv as many highwaymen upon Houuslow- 
heath. I'wo to one, says the proverb, are odds at 
foot-ball; and every one" in the present case ought 
to make proportionable allowance for much greater 
odds. 

But to do honour to cuckolds, I ivill I)c bold to 
say that they ought oftencr to excite envy than con- 
tempt. How common is it for a man to owe his 
fortune to the frailty of his wife ! Or though he 
should reap no pecuniary advantage from lier incon- 
tinency, how apt are the caresses of a score or two 
lovers to sweeten her temper towards her husband ! 
A lady is sometimes apt to pay so great a regard to 
her chastity, as to werlook the virtues of meekness 
and forbearance : rob her of that one rirtue, and 
you restore her to all the rest, as wellaa lier husbaud 
to his quiet. 
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. But waving every thing I have Baid, ihere still 
mains a reason for iiolding cuckolds in esteem ; and 
this is, the regard and veneration which we owe to 
great men. If our betters are not ashamed of being 
cuckolds, it does not become their inferiors to treat 
them with disrespect. 

I shall close this paper with observing upon the 
three characters which I have here endeavoured to 
befriend, that while we are obliged to the parson for a 
butt, the author for abuse, and to the cucKold for his 
wife, it is the highest degree of ingratitude to bold 
any one of them in contempt. 
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TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I riARDLY know a more unfortunate circumstaocM; 
which can happen to a young man than that of being 
too handsome : it is a thousand to one that in the 
course of his education he loses the very dignity d 
his sex and nature. During his infancy bis father 
himself will be too apt to be pleased with the deli- 
cacy of his features; his mother will be in raptures 
witn them ; and every silly woman who visits m the 
family will continually lament that master was not 
a girl, ' for what a fine creature would he have made 1^ 
If he ^oes to school, he will be perpetually teased by 
the nick-name of Miss Molly; and if lie baa not 
great resolution, be obliged to become the most mis- 
chievous imp of the whole fraternity, merely to avd4 
the harder imputations of fear and effeminacy. Wbeii 
he tnixes amongst men, the imperfections of bis edu- 
cation will stick close to hira ; the bar itself will 
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liardljr ciirc liini of fihecpiahncHB, or the cocliude de- 
fcnil liim Irum the appearance of cowardice. His 
I'ery escfillenciea (if he Las them) wilt seem virtues 
out of nature ; they will he tlie wisdom of a. Cornelia, 
or the lierui>iu of a Sophonislia. Nay, were we to 
see hira mount a breacli, I am afraid that instead of 
those noble eulogies and exclamations 'H'liich should 
properly attend a. hero in such circumstances, we 
should only cry out, with Mrs. Cleriniont in the play, 
' O the brave pretty creature !' 

Such are the calamities, Mr, Fitz-Adam, which 
almost necessarily attend on male beauty; and bo, 

Iioruiuious sometimes ate its consequences, that % 
lave more thau once been tempted to wish sonur, 
mothiid could he found out which might exti'rpaU, 
it entirely. What statesmen, what generals, what* 
prelates may wc have lost, merely by the misfor-t 
tune of a fine complexion t It is with infinite coq..^ 
cern that I frequently look round me in public as*; 
semblies, and see such numbers of well-dreat,. 
youths, who might really have been of use to, 
themselves, and to mankind, had their ]iarento' 
taken the Indian method of marking their faces tft, 
distinguish their quality. As it is, their unlucky> 
persons have led them astray into pertness and ax-, 
fectation, under a notion of politeness; and whattl 
ought to have been sense ami judgment, is at bestf 
hut a genteel taste in trifles. Thoughtless man.It 
(hare I sometimes said to mvsel^ when the melaof^, 
cJ)oly mood was on) how hlmd is he to futurity l^ 
Little do these flutterera think, while their summers 
are dancing away in dangling to Ranelagh with Lady 
Biildy and Lady Fanny, that the oild uncomfortable 
winters of their life must at last terminate in prat- 
tling scandal, and playing at i|uadril]e with Laily 
Bridget and Lady Frances ! 
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Their way of lifk 



Ii fiJlen into the sear, the yellow leaf, 
And that, which should accompany old age, 
As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends. 
They must not look to haye. 

Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam^ the presenting sudi mis- 
fortunes might very well become your care> if not 
that of the legislature. Every body knows that thero 
was a time^ even in a Roman army^ when ' aim at 
their faces' was as dreadful a sounds and attended with' 
as fatal consequences as ' keeping your fire' was on 
a late glorious occasion. Now> though I would by 
Bo means insinuate that a beau must be a coward \ 
nay, though the world has furnished us with many 
examples of very finical men who were very great 
heroes ; yet as it might perhaps be better, even ia 
time of peace^ that men should not attend so entirely 
to their persons, I would endeavour to strike at 
the root of the evil. It is, I believe, admitted as a 
truth in inoculation, that the part where the inci- 
sion is made is usually the fullest of any part of the 
body. I would propose, therefore, with regard to 
our male children^ tnat we should follow the originsl 
Circassian manner, and * aim at their faces.' A ge- 
neral practice of this kind might be extremely use- 
ful to the state : the literary world would I am sure 
be the better for it ; for what mother could be averse 
to having her sons taught to read, when perhaps the 
eye-lashes were gone, and the eyes themselves ns 
longer worth preserving ? Considerations of this sort 
will J hope induce some projector by profession ts 
imdertake the affair, and draw up, what may pro* 
perly enough be styled, * a scheme for raising men 
for the 'service of the public' 

I must however do justice to the fair youths of the 
present age, by confessing that many of them seeai 
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3 of ^lietr imperfectioDs ; and, as far as their 
own judgniepts can direct them, take pains to ap- 
pear nin.nl}'. But, alas ! the methods they pursue, 
Jike most inietakeuajiplicatioDS, rather aggravate the 
calamity. Their drinking and raking only make 
them ]ook like old maids. Their swearing ia almost 
as shocking as it would be in the other aex. Their 
chewing tobacco not only offeuda, but makes ns ap> ^ 
prehensile at tlie same time that the poor things wilf, I 
be sick. Wlien they talk to common women asthex, I 
pass them in the Mall, they seem as much out o^J 
character as Mrs. Woffington iu Sir Harry Wildair^. 
making love to Angelica. In sliort, every part c 
their conduct, though perhaps welt intended, is es ^ 
treraetv' unnatural. Whereas if they would only J 
spend lialf the pains in acquiring a little knowledg^jl 
and practising a little decency, we might perhaps b^ 
brought to endure them ; at least, we should be les^ j 
shocked with their beauty. ^J 

When I look back mi what I hare written, I am »I] 
little afraid that my zeal for the public may haraj 
hurried me too far; for as we are taught to pityj 
natural defects, we ought to be tender of blaming^ 
the errors they occasion. But what shall we say^ Miif J 
Fitz-Adam, to another set of animals, whom natuiil 
certainty designed for men, and made, as Mr. Po: 
says,' their aouU bullet, and iheir budiei buff'?' When 
these louts of sis feet high, with the shoulders of 
porters, and the legs of chairmen, affect 'tn lisp, and 
to amhle, and la ttick-name God'a rreatares,' surcijr 
we may laugh at such incorrigible idiots. The fair 
youths of a less gentle deportment aim at least ab 
what they imagine to be manly : but these dairy- 
maids in breeches leave their sex behind them at 
their first setting out, and give op the only qualities 
which tfaey coulu possibly be admired for. 

Any one who is conversant in the world must 1i«tb 
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8oen nuinf)era of this latter sort ; some of tlietn trip- 
ying, others lolloping in their gait (if I may be al* 
lowed such expressiaas)^ and many of them so very 
affected, that they cannot even see with their cyes^ 
but at most pinker through the lashes of them, when 
thev would lan^ish in public at some mistress of 
theirs and the whole town's affections. Their voices 
too have a peculiar softness, and are scarce ever 
raised^ unless it be at the play-house to make an ap- 
pointment for the King's-arms^ or to despatch an 
orange-wench on a message to a balcony. 

In shorty Mr. Fitz-Adam^ arhat witb natural and 
acquired effeminacy^ the present age seems an age of 
affectation. The whole head is weak^ and the whole 
heart sick. And yet (that I may not leave your 
readers with disagreeable ideas in their minds) not- 
withstanding these alarming appearances^ the eye of 
a philosopher can still trace out something to coun-. 
terbalance this amazing degeneracy. However de-^ 
sperate the vulgar may think our situation, we, who 
see the fervor of the torrid zone sweetly compensated 
by copious dews> and everlasting breezes, and the 
whole system of nature admirably adjusted ; we^ I 
say^ see likewise that this human defect is not left 
without itis remedy. However delicate our men are 
become^ we may still hope that the rising generation 
will not be totally enervated, The assured look^ the 
exalted voice> and theatrical step of our modern 
females, pretty sufficiently convince us that there 
is something manly still left amongst us. So that 
we may reasonably conclude, though the male and 
female accomplishments may be strangely scattered 
and disposed of bet^veen the sexes, yet they will 
somehow or other be jumbled together in that com-^ 
plicated animal, a man and his wife. 1 am, sir. 

Your humble servant, 

S.H. 
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_[ AM a confltaut reader of your papers, and con- 
gratulate you upon tlie men of wit you have for your 
coiTespocdents. I do not pretend to add to the 
number, and shtill otAj attempt to fiu-niah you with 
a. few hints, which considered and farmed into order 
by a writer of ynur ability may possibly he pro- 
ductive of entertainment (at least) to the public 

Your letters upuu the modern taste id gardening 
are, in my judgment, cscejlent in their kind ; and so 
indeed are those upon arcliitectui'e, as far as they go : 
but methinhs you have not carried your obserra- 
tions quite lar enough ; nor ha™ you any where re- 
marked the injustice and ingratitude with which those 
worthy patriots are treated, who ruin their estates, 
or lay out the fortunes of their younger cbi^dreD 
on their seats and yillas, to the great embeUishment 
of this liing'liim, which (if it is not already one great 
and complete garden) contains at least more sump- 
tuous country-houses, parks, gardens, temples, and 
buildings, than all the rest of Europe. If you are 
in danger*of losing yourself on the vast and dreary 
wastes of some comfortless heath, and are directed on 
your course by a friendly beacon of prodigious height, 
you are told "that this is such a gentleman's Folly, 
The munificence of a man of taste raises at an im- 
moderate expense a column or turret in his garden, 
for no other purpose than the generous one of giving 
delight and wonder to traTellers ; and the ungrateful 
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public calls it liis Folly. Nay, were her late majesty 
Queen Anne, of pious memory, to reign again, aod 
fifty new churches to be really built, I doubt if in this 
dissolute age this also might not be called her ma- 
jesty's Folly, 

But notwithstanding these discouragements, I am 
daily entertained with new beauties ; and it is with 
great impatience that I wait the completion of a 
Chinese temple, now rising on the top of a very 
elegant villa upon the road-side near Brompton. I 
have often too, with great satisfaction, beheld a 
structure fi^ this kind, on the top of a very handsome 
green-house, now in tlie possession of a noble fo- 
reigner at Turnham-green ; which, as I am informed. 
Is a matter of great curiosity to his countrymen who 
freauent it ; nothing of this sort being to be met 
witn in the environs of Paris, or indeed of Pekin it* 
self, or in any country but this. A most majestic 
peacock, as big as the life, on the spindle of a 
weathw-cock, adds also to its merit ; which with all 
the beauty of the bird itself, has not its disagreeable 
vociferous quality; and though it does not foretei 
by its noise a change in the weather, it informs you 
with more certainty of the variation of the wind. 

I am somewhat of an invalid, and being sensible 
how much exercise conduces to health, I seldom fail> 
when the weather does not allow me the use of ray 
physician, a trotting-horse, to take a flurry (as it 
18 elegantly called) in a hackney-coach ; which affords 
exercise to the imagination as well as the body, and 
creates thinking (if I may be allowed the expression) 
as much as it does an appetite. The air of business 
in the crowds that are constantly passing ; the va- 
riety of the equipages, and the new and extraor- 
dinary sights, that still present themselves in this 
great metropolis, the centre of trade, industry, and 
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iiiventiiin, till my mind with ideas, wliicli if they 
do not always instruct, at least anmae mc. 

I take great pleasure in gueSBing at the ranka and 

frnfessions of ineu by their appearance ; and thougK 
miiv now and then be mistaken, yet I am gene- 
rally in the right. Once indeed I miBtook a right 
rererend divine, on the other side Temple-bar, for 
a Jew, till the mitre on his coach convinced mc of 






I I also did a Jew, by the decorations 
r of the realm. 



B chariot, for a peer of the realm. And indeed, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, since the heruld'g-office has buh- 
pended its authority, it is surprising what lilierties 
are taken with the anna of the 6rst families in the 
kingdom ; insomuch that a niaa must hare a quick 
eye who can distinguish between the pillars, flower- 
pots, and other inyentioas of the curious painter, and 
the supporters of the nobility. But what most of all 
pei^iei nie are the ornaments, after the Chinese 
manner, over the amis by way of coronet; and were 
not these distinctioDS conJined solely to Europe, I 
should aometimes be in danger of raistating an 
Indian director for a Mandarin. 

it has not escaped your notice how much of late 
we are improved in arcliitecturc ; not merely by the 
adoption of what we call Chinese, nor by the re- 
storation of what M'e call Gothic; bat by a happy 
mixture of both. From Hyde-park to ShoredJtch 
scarce a chandler's-shop or an oyster-stall but has 
embellishments of this kind; and I have heard that 
there is a design against the meeting of the new par- 
liament to (it up St. Stephen's chapel with Chinese 
benches, and a throne, from the model of that ou 
which the eastern monarch distributes justice tii his 
estensive empires. It is whiaiwied also that tlio 
portico to Coveut-garden church is to give place to 
one of the Gothic order. But bdore I leave the' 
(ity, let me not nuglcct to do justice to that cs,~ 
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cellent engineer. Hie great pastrj'-cooli in St. PauVt 
church-yard. My goiid fortune conducted ne thitlier 
on Twelfth-day ; when seeing it vast concoun 
jwople asflemhled, my ruling passion, curioaity, 
gaged me to quit my vehicle to partake in the eati»- 
factton BO visible ia all their countenances. But 
how shall I describe the pomp and parade of 
noble an appearance? Tlie triumph of alord-mayor'e 
day ia nothing to it ; though, if 1 reistake not, those 
brave and taitliful guardians of the wealth and safety 
of the citT, the train -bands and militia, make ft 
most comely and warlike appearance : fur not to 
mention the flags shining with silver and gold; 
troops innumerable of gingerbread, both horse and 
foot, finer in their uniforms than the French king's 
household ; there was not even the smallest mince- 
pie, but for its strength and just proportion 
equal at least to the cie/iTiBiivre of a Vauban or n 
Cohoru. But wliat above all escited my praise and 
admiration whs a citadel of an enormous magnitude, 
that would hnve appeared impregnable to a wfao)^' 
army of Dutchmen, had it not been for several 
breaches that had lieen made in it by some small 
iield-pieces of copper ; but this indeed astonished 
me the less, having been told that the towns 
Flanders which coKt so much blood, which were ao 
stubbornly disputed in the former war, and vhich 
fell 80 easilv into the hands of the immortal Saxe in 
seTenteen liundred and forty-four, were chiefly ob- 
tained by an ordnance of tliis kind, though B( 
what heavier in its quality. 

And now, Mr. rita-Adam, if I was not afraid of 
troubling you with more observations, I should lead 
you again into the country. But were I to espatiate 
on the hermitages and sylvan temples, formed like 
the earths of those instructive builders, the badgci 
(from whom the hint was taken), and furnished with 
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ivy, moss, cobipebs, and Btniw beds, with nil tho 
elegance of primitive Mniplicity, contrasting tlie 
fiiHgnificcnt structures of otir must favourite arclu' 
t«cts, I fear my letter would exceed your patience. 
I shall therefore defer, at least, these moat iiuprnlant 
subjects, till I iind how these my obserrations haVc' 
been received ; and whether you do them justice QP 
not, I shall continue 

Your constant admirer. 



No. 60. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1754. , 



TO MS. FITZ-ABAM. 

Of all the advantages and superior exce!lencie» which 
this uatioQ has confessedly over manvothcrs, I knbW' 
ef «oue to which we raay more fairly lay in our 
claim thau the spirit of generosity which is go emi- 
Hently eserted amongst us. I question whether uiir 
great attribute of bravery deduces more real hcnour 
on us, or is more deservedly celebrated. But there 
is a certain limit which true valour never exceeds ; 
and it is ^m this excess that a just distinction is 
made between courage and rashness, magnanimity 
and fool -hardiness. In the same manner, liberality 
differs from profiision. When this amiable quality 
of benevolence is perverted from its high and uolile 
uses, when it is applit'd to no meritorious services, 
but is degraded into the indiscriminate overflnivings 
of the purse, the appellation that accompanies it ia by 
DO means a deairahle part of a character. 

What led me iuto this turn of thinking was aa 
ifiddeutiu one of my morning walks. Pasjsiug by 
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the liouse of a noble lord with my friend^ he raia^ed my 
attention by assuring me that in that house he spent 
a great deal of money every week: and I do not 
doubt^ added he^ that we shall in a short time be ablo 
to raise a very comfortable subsistence for the family^ 
I M'as somewhat astonished at the easy freedom of his 
expression^ and could not help expostulating with 
him upon the terms he had used. He continued his 
{lumour^ and increased my admiration by assuring nie> 
that he dined there very often^ and found his dinners 
more expensive to him than in any house in London. 
We pay, says he, as we do at our dub at the St. 
Alban's, so much a head : but as we know the people 
of the house very well, and can depend upon their 
honesty, we do not trouble ourselves at all with a 
bill. As I was very well convinced his lordship kept 
no tavern, I began to imagine that my friend, who 
has naturally a great share of wit and vivacity, had 
a mind to impose upon the belief and ready assent 
that I always pay to his conversation. While I was 
in this state of suspicion. Come, says he, my honest 
country gentleman, I will explain all the mystery 
that seems to perplex you: and as you have too 
good a spirit to be under an obligation to persons 
Tou caiinot well make a return to, I will teach you 
how you may pay for a dinner when you dine with a 
duke. — You must know then, that this noble lord^ 
like others of his quality, keeps a great number of 
servants ; which servants, when you sit down to table, 
his lordship, out of great complaisance, immediately- 
makes over to you ; and they become your servants^ 
pro tempore. They get about you, are very diligent^ 
fetch you whatever you call for, and retire with- 
the taole-cloth. You see no more of them, till you 
want to go away. Then they are all ready again 
at your command : and instead of that form whiobi 
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you observed them Btaodbg iti aX table, tliey are 
drawn into tivo Uncs, right and left, and make a 
litne, which you are to pass through before you can 
get to the dour. Now it is your busineHS to discharge 
your servants ; and for this purpose you are to take 
out your tnoueVi sud apply it first on your right 
baod, then on your left, then on your right, and thea 
on your left again, till you find yourself in the streett<B 
And from hence coroes tliat common method, whicoil 



idl regular people ohserve in money-dealings, of nay<i 
ing as you go. I know not, continues my friend, se 
ridiculous a personage as the master of" the hougo 
upon these occasions. He attends you to the door 
with great ceremony; but is so conscious of the 
awkward appearance he must make as a witness to 
the expenses of his guests, that you can observe him 
placing himself in a position, that lie would have it 
supposed conceals from him the inhospitable transact 
tions that arc going on under his roof. He wears 
the silly look of au innocent man, who has unfor- 
tunately broke in upon the retirement of two lovers, 
and is ready to affirm with great simplicity, that he 
has seen nothing. 

I already concurred with the observations of my 
friend, thanked him for his intelligence, and blessed 
myself that I was that day to dine cheaply at a ta- 
vern. But during my stay in London I have been 
obliged to fall in with the customs of that place ; 
and have learnt to my cost, that egression, as well 
as admission, must be purchased. I am at length, 
however, with many more of my aojiiaintance, re- 
duced to a disagreeable aecessity of seeing my friends 
very seldom ; because I cannot afford (according to 
a very just and fashionable expression) to^a^ a visit 
to them. 

Every man who has the misfortune to exceed his 
circumstances must, in order to recover himself. 
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abstain from certain expenses^ which in the gro8& of 
his disbursements have made the most formidable 
articles. The economist of the city parts with hi» 
eountry-house ; the squire disposes of his. hounds; 
and I keep other people's servants in pay no longer. 
But having an earnest desire of mixing with those 
friends whom an- early intimacy has most endeared 
to me, and preferring the social hours that are spent 
at their tables to most others of my life^ I cannot 
at all times refuse their invitations^ even though I 
have nothing for their servants. And here^ alas! 
the inconveniencies of an empty pocket are as strongly 
exhibited^ as in any case of insolvency that I know 
of. I am a marked man. If I ask for beer^ I anv 
presented with a piece of bread. If I am bold enough 
to call for wine^ after a delay which would take away 
its relish were it good^ I receive a mixture of the 
whole side-board in 'a greasy glass. If I hold up my 
plate^ nobody sees me ; so that I am forced to eat 
mutton with fish-sauce^ and pickles with my apple-^ 
pie. 

I observe there is hardly a custom amongst us, be 
it what it will, that we are not as tenacious and jea- 
lous of as of any national privileges. It is from this 
consideration, that I expect rather to see an in** 
crease than an abolition of our follies ; an improve- 
ment rather than a change. I should not, there- 
fore, conclude my subject, without injustice to my 
friend above-mentioned, if I did not reveal a new 
method, which, he says, he intends to propose to 
some of the leaders of fashion, and which he has 
no doubt, he assures me, of seeing soon in practice. 
Let every artificer that has contributed to raise the 
house . you have the honour to dine in make his ap- 
pearance when the company is going away. Let the 
mason, the painter, the joiner, the glazier, the up- 
holsterer, &c* arrange themselves in . the same order 
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as the gentlemen in and out of.lirervdo at such 
conjunctures ; and let every guest consider, that he 
could not have regaled himself that day within his 
friend's walls, if it had not been for the joint labours 
of those worthy mechanics. Such a generous re- 
flection would produce three good effects : liberality 
would have a fresh and noble subject for its exertion ; 
the tradesmen (a numerous and discontented race) 
would be satisfied to their utmost wishes ; nor could 
the payment of bills, any more than of wages, witli 
reason or propriety, be demanded of the master. 

I am, sir, 

» Your humble servant, 

O. S. 

Though my ingenious correspondent has treated 
this subject with great vivacity and humour, I can- 
not dismiss his letter without saying a word or two 
in favour of servants. 

It is well known that many of them are engaged 
in the services of younger brothers, whose total in- 
attention to the payment of wages can only be re- 
medied by the bounty of those ladies of quality, 
who are fond of a cold chicken at the lodgings of their 
said masters. 

That others have the honour to serve ladies of 
fashion ; where the card money at their routs and 
drums, which of right belongs to the servants, is ap- 
propriated by many of the said ladies tothe defraying 
the expenses of tea, coffee, and wax-candles for the 
said routs and drums. 

That a very great number are the domestics of 
persons of quality, in whose services they have so 
little to do, from the crowds maintained in them, 
that they find themselves under a necessity of 

VOL. I. F F 
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spending a great part of their time in ale-houses and 
other places of resort, where, in imitation of their 
masters, they divert themselves with the fashionable 
amusements of gaming, wenching, and drinking; 
which amusements, as they are always attended with 
considerabJe expense, require more than their bare 
wages to support. 

That others, who live in the city, and are the ser- 
vants of grocers, haberdashers, pastry-cooks, oil-men, 
pewterers, brokers, tailors, and so forth, have such 
uncertain humours to deal with, and so many airs 
of quality to submit to, that their spirits wouldjbe 
quite broken, but for the cordial of vails ; which I 
humbly apprehend they have a better title to than 
any other of the fraternity, as the maid-servants in 
such places happen to be as great traders as their 
masters, and are rarely to be dealt with but at ex- 
travagant prices. 

That a third part, at least, of the whole body of 
servants in this great metropolis, who for certain 
wise reasons pass with their masters for single men, 
have wives and families to maintain in private ; and 
if it be considered that the common advantages of 
such servants, without the addition of vails, arc too 
insignificant to support the said wives and families 
in any degree of elegance, it is presumed that their 
perquisites ought in no wise to be abridged. 

For these and many other reasons, too tedious to 
be here set down, I am not only for continuing the 
custom of giving money to servants, but do also 
publish it as my opinion, that in all families where 
the said servants are no more in number than a 
dozen or fifteen, it is mean, pitiful, and beggarly^ in 
any person whatsoever^ t6 j)ass from table without 
giving to all. 
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Nu. CI. THURSDAY, FEBUUAKY 2ti, 1754. 



TiiniiGii the following l«ttors are written ujion luoi-c 
serious subjects, and in a grater style and manner 
tlmn ,trc common to this paper, which is professedly 
devoted to the ridicule of vice, folly, and false tusto, 
yet as they !tre intended for pultlic benefit, and may 
contain some useful hints and itifurniations, I sli»ll 
present them to my readers without farther preface. 

TO MB. FITZ-ADAM. 

His m.ijcsty having frequently recommended] to 
Ilia parliament to consider of projier means to iiut 
a stop to the numeroua robberies and i 



you my thoughts upon that subject. Many persons 

Iiavc been nf ouinioa that severe punishments were 

I tncse cases; but constant experience 



mongst us, 1 shall want no apology for sending 

f opinion that severe pu 

prores the contrary, and that the consequence i^ 
only malciag mgues more desperate, and thereby 
increasing the danger instcail of providing for tlio 
security of honest men. One thing only I think 
iLitght safely be done with respect to punishments, 
whicli is, tnat no criminal (except in very particu- 
lar circumstances) who is clearly convieted, should 
csca]ie by transportation or otherwise. The lenity of 
the government suffers tliis in hopes uf an amend- 
meut; but when the mind is once corrupted to so 
great a degree, it is seldom capable of any virtuous 
sentiments : and the case of sueh jiorsons is, that 
tliey generallv return from transjiortation in a short 
tituC) and fall immediately iutu thi same eompany 



I 
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and profligate course of life as before. Sucli kind of 
pardons arc considered by rogues no otherwise than 
as giving tlicm hopes of jKirpetrating their crinjes 
with impunity, and consequently must produce a 
very bad effect. I am confirmed in this opinion by 
Monsieur Secondat, who, in his excellent treatise 
upon the Spirit of Laws, says, ' That if we inquire 
into the cause of all human corruptions, we shall 
find that they proceed from the impunity of crimes, 
and not from tne moderation of punishments.' But 
then I must add, that if the punishment for robbery 
is made more certain, there ought to be a distinction 
(unless hanging in chaitis is thought asufiicient one) 
between that and murder, lest the robber, seeing the 
punishment the same, and equally certain, may be 
tempted to kill, in order to his concealment. How- 
ever, it is the business of every legislature rather to 
make good regulations for preventing crimes, than to 
contrive punishments for tnem. 

The ingenious Mr. Fielding, in a very sensible 
pamphlet upon this subject, attributes the number 
of robberies in a great measure to the luxury and 
extravagance of the nation : but it appears to me 
that these are only remoter causes; for though 
luxury and extravagance reign in all our principal 
towns, yet the robberies are chiefly in and about 
London ; and even when they happen in the cx)un- 
try, they are generally committed by rogues, who 
make excursions out of London to fairs, horseraces, 
and other public meetings; which clearly and evi- 
dently points out the true cause of them to be the 
overgrown size of London, aflPording infinite recepta- 
cles to sharpers, thieves, and villains of all kinds. 
Our magistrates have ktelv exerted themselves, with 
a very becoming spirit, in suppressing houses of 
gaming and debauchery ; but I am afraid the num- 
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^^B- ber of tliesc liousea is su groat, tliat ull tlieir cmlea- 

^^K ' Vuurs will not produce any consitteritlilu benefit tii the 

^^■* public. Tlie bnlldiogs in Lnndon have been increaBcfl 

"^ |>rodigiouslf withiu these thirty years ; and tlie ill 

cou sequel) CCS of this increase seem not to have been 

enough considered: but it is certain that a large 

mctropolia ia the greatest evil in any country, and 

the source and fountain of nil the corniptJoD that is 

in it. It ajipeara from the bills of mortality that 

the burials in London vastly exceed tlie christenings. 

This annual surplus, supplied in a great measure from 

the several counties, is a continual drain from the 

])eople, and an immense loss to the nation : and I 

cannot help recommending it to those gentlemen who 

are for increasing the number of our people by a ge~ 

iiend naturalization bill, to provide iu the meantime 

/or the security and preservation of those we have 

already. 

The monstrous size of our capital is one great 
cause of the excessive luxury that prevails amongst 
ua. The infinite number of people that resort hither 
naturally rival each other in their tables, dress, equi- 
page, furniture, and, in short, extravagancies of all 
sorts. Notwithstanding the late necessary regula- 
tions, a continual round of amusement and enter- 
tainment is invented for every Aa,f in the week ; 
and by this means the mind is kept in a constant 
hurry and dissiiiation, and rendered unfit for any 
serious employment. Can mothers of this turn, im- 
mersed in vanity and folly, he supposed capable of 
any domestic concerns ? What a prwpect is here of 
the morals of the rising age! And, what is worse, this 
love of pleasure is carried into the country, and a 
general aissolutencss spreads itself through the whole 
kingdom. Hence it is that gentlemen even of sinall 
fortunes are impatient of the country, and crowd to 
^e diversions of London, contracting un expensive 
fr 3 
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tastc^ and ruining their families. Nor is this love of 
pleasure confined only to genteel life ; the commoa 
people easily follow the example of those above them ; 
and as they have no fund t(» support them without 
labour^ the consequence of idleness^ in them^ is im- 
mediate poverty; which necessarily throws them into 
sharping^ robbery^ and all kinds of dishonesty. So 
that I believe it may truly be affirmed^ that the 
luxury and corruption of any nation is just in propor- 
tion to its wealthy and the largeness of its metropolis. 
. Thuanus tells us^ that in the reign pf Henry the 
eecond there was an edict made to prohibit any 
buildings in the suburbs of Paris; and in Queen 
JBlizabeth's time a bill passed to prevent the increase 
jof London ; but^ like other good laws^ it soon grew 
obsolete, and lost its effect. 

In what manner our metropolis may be reduced 

> without injury to the proprietors of houses and 

ground-rents^ I do not pretend to determine ; but it 

seems absolutely necessary that a stop should be put 

to any farther building; and if^ besides this^ the 

ruinous houses in the back parts of the town, such 

JOB Hockley in the Hole, &c. which are the grand re- 

.ceptacles for sharpers and pickpockets, anS which 

might be purchased at an easy rate, were annually 

to be bought up, the materials sold, and the ground 

thrown into open fields, the town in a few years 

would be considerably reduced^ the health of the 

people very greatly improved, and the number of 

gamesters, thieves^ lewd women, &c. gradually 4uni- 

nished. 

I am, &c. 



TO Mtt. riTZ-ADAM- 

era. 

As you profesa not only to amuse but to instruct ; 
and as the early grounding of youtli in true fortitude 
and the love of their country are objects worthy of 
the most serious attentiou ; gire me leave to caution 
parents and guardians -tlirough your channel against 
an evU they aeem insensible of, the cril of sending 
youths unacquainted with the world, even raw from 
school, to French academies ; where no sooner are 
they got together, than those who preside in the 
councils of that kingdom, ever attentive to sow the 
seeds of dissension in these nations, detach a number 
of Irish officers, who by speaking our language, and 
introducing these heetlless boys into the pleasures of 
the place, easily insinuate themselves into their good 
graces; and then, with no less art tbail judgment, 
gradually instil into their vacant minds the poisons 
of po|>ery and disaffection. I speak by eitperience. 
If any one doubts the truth of this assertion, let him 
inquire into the present condition of a French aca- 
demy JQ a neighbouring maritinie province, where 
these measures will be found to he at this hour 
■warmly pursuing. Are there not other countries, 
. countries of liberty, where the French tongue and 
|>'the exercises which contriliute to Kishion the este- 
} riors, are to be acquired with eijnai success? Doubt- 
I'less there are; and those parents who, 'bv the ad- 
, TttnbLge of their own education, are capable of di- 
recting that of tlieir children, never hazard them 
among these dangerous people, till by reading, travel, 
and an acquaintance with mankind, they are proof 
against such unhappy impressions. 

If tiie inserting this short letter sin-cs but one 
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Briton from perdition, you and I, Mr. Fitz-Adaiii^ 
shall not esteem it as a useless precaution. 

I am, sir. 
Your most humble servaut. 



No. 62. THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1754. 



TO ME. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIR, 

I HAVE somewhere read of the saying of a philo- 
isopher, I believe it was in the Spectator, ' That 
every one ought to do something m the world to 
show that he has been in it.' I am, therefore, though 
a woman, desirous of leaving behind me the following 
testimony of my existence, and of convincing poste- 
rity that in point of birth I have had the start of 
them. 

It is of late grown into a fashion among the men 
jto treat the business of visiting with great disre- 
spect: they look upon it as a mere female recrea- 
tion, and beneath the dignity of their superior na- 
tures. Yet notwithstanding their contempt of it, 
and the odious name of padding which they have 
given it, I do not find that they fail in their ap- 
pearance at any of our assemblies, or that they are 
better able than us women to shut themselves up in 
their own houses, when there is any thing to be done 
or seen abroad. If they would content themselves 
with finding fault with the name and not the thing, 
I should have no quarrel with them; the word 
visit being of so various and uncertain a significa- 
tion, that I am always at a loss in what sense to un- 
derstand it. 



r 
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A sister-in-law of mine, who lives about ten miles 
from toim, sent me some time ago a very pressing 
letter, desiring my assistance, and that of my cook- , 
tnaid, for a few days ; her hatise, as she said, being 
likely to be put into great Lurry nnd confusion from 
the prcpHrations they were making for the reception 
of my Lord Whimsey, who had sent my brother a 
card that he intended him a visit the week follow- 
ing. I set out accordingly with my cook ; and when 
every thing was got ready in the best and genteelest 
manner that my brother^a fortune would aiFord for 
the entertainment of so noble a gncst, down comes 
my lord as expected ; who, upon alighting from hia 
chariot, gave orders to his coachman to keep the 
horses in motion, for that his stay should not exceed 
fifteen minutes. Hislordship tooka walk through the 
garden ; seemed greatly pleased with the situatiou 
and design; very politely excused himself from making 
a longer stay, and took his leave with saying, that he 
hoped soon to do himself the pleasure of making him 
a second visit. 

It would be taking up too much of your time to 
enter minutely into the family distress utHin so vexing 
a disappointment; let it suffice to tell you, tliat it 
was near a fortnight before my poor sister perfectly 
recovered it, or before she left offher hourly repeated 
question of, ' What shall we do with all this load of 
victuals ?' My lord next day at White's was giving 
high encomiums on my brother's seat, and the good- 
ness of the air in that part of Surrey, and was pleased 
to say that he thought it the completest thing of it^ 
jdze within twenty miles of London, Upon which 
, Sir Humphry Hubling, a distant relation of ours, 
' proposed being of my lord's party at his nest visit. 
Accordingly in about three weeks a second card in- 
forms my brother of a second visit. 
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By this time 1 and my maid^ together with two or 
three supernumerary assistants and female humble 
cousins^ were dismissed^ after having stayed a fort- 
night, by particular desire, to help to eat up the 
pasties, pies, tarts, jellies, sillabubs, &c. which had 
been provided for my lord, and were now looked 
upon as mere drugs in a family, which usually con- 
tented itself with two substantial dishes, or one and 
a pudding. 

it was not in the least doubted that my lord's 
second visit would be of the same nature with the 
first ; his lordship's card being conceived exactly in 
the same words : there was therefore no need of fuss 
or preparation ; my sister too had pretty well worn 
off the dread of making hei* appearance before so great 
a man. According to his appointment my lord ar- 
rived, and with him Sir Humphry and Colonel Shuffle, 
a great favourite of my lord's, and a number of ser- 
vants with portmanteaus, guns, pointers, setters, 
spaniels, &c. — My poor dear sister ! — I wish you were 
a woman, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and had kept house in the 
country, that you might know how to pity her. The 
rumour of my lord's arrival having soon spread itself 
several of the neighbouring gentlemen came the next 
day to dine with my brother, and to pay their com- 
pliments to his lordship ; the greater part of whom, 
by Sir Humphry's incessantly pushing about the 
claret, were rendered utterly incapable of returning 
to their homes that night. To shorten my story, my 
lord and the colonel, finding the air to agree with 
them every day better than the otlier, continued there 
a fortnight ; and Sir Humpliry, having drank himself 
into a tit of the gout, is, with his lady and family 
(whom he sent for to attend him) at this d<iy upon 
his visit. 

I have heard much of the copiousness of the En- 
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glish language, and irould fuin know vhy it is titat 
" people can find no terra to esprcsa their design of 
stayiDgfifteen days at your house, djfferecit fivm that 
whicli signilies fifteen minutes ? Have they no way 
of expressing the time of their ontinuance but 1^ 
the one word visit ? Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, a more 
correct and intelligible method of conveying upon 
cards or otherwise the visitor's design upon the visited 
might be found out : giving him to understand at 
eight what he has to do towards a proper reception : 
whether it be to order a fire in the best parlour; to 
see if the death-warrant for poultry, roasting pigs, 
&c, be to be signed ; if sheets, beds, and chambers 
arc to be airedj or a month's provision to be laid in. 
All tliis, I conceive, may be easilyelTected by amethMl, 
which, for the good of all masters and mistresses of 
fouiilics, I am now going to communicate. 

When a fine lady, having a new-fuahioned suit of 
clothes, or a new piece of scandal to circulate, finds 
it necessary to call upon forty or fifty of her acquaint- 
ance in one day ; or when a fine gentleman chooses to 
signify his intention of making a. short visit, like my 

, Lord Whimsey's first ; I am for an abridgment of the 
' word, and only calling it a vk. When a gentleman 
or lady intends taking a family dinner with a country 
'friend, or a dish of tea with a town one, I would have 
that called a riviV. But when a person proposes 
spending some days, weeks, or months at a house, I 
would call that a visitation. So that for the ftiture 
cards might very properly be written iu the follow- 
ing form : ' Lady Changeber&iend's compliments to 
Lady Fiddlefaddie, and intends to vii her ladyship 
this erening.' ' Lord Stiff's compliments to Sir Gre- 

I gory Quibus at his house at Hauipsto;uI, and intends 
to visit him the first fair day." ' Ciiptaiu Feurabairs 
compliments to Kalph Hardhead, Esq. nt his sent near 
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Burfdrd-downs^ and intends him a vmtation tlie Ix;- 
ginning of next nionth> to tiike a crack of hunting 
with him.' Thus, Mr. Fitz-Adam, will the terms of 
v'mn^, msitingi and visit ationing, always carry an 
exact meaning with them, and be such as the lowest 
capacity cannot fail of understanding. I am, with 
great esteem. 

Dear sir, 
Your constant reader and admirer, 

Susanna. Fretabit. 

P, S, If this letter should happen to please you, 
who are all the world to me, I may very shortly send 
you a few necessary remarks upon each of these three 
vmtments; in which I may observe at large, that the 
via seems to be chiefly confined within the bills of 
mortality, or to the inhabitants of large towns, and 
is applicable to the transacting of business in general. 
The visit is more particularly for still-life and set 
compliments. The visitation is looked upon gene- 
rally in a very indifferent light, and oftcner thought 
a plague than a pleasure by the receiver ; it is chiefly 
the invention of the worthy tribe of hearers (of whom 
you gave us lately so lively a description), led-cap- 
tains, younger brothers brought up to no business, 
humble cousins, &c. The visited in these cases, or 
more properly speaking, the patients, have invented 
on their parts several curious hints towards shorten- 
ing the length of a visitation, besides those stale and 
thread-bare ones, of bringing out after a certain time 
the brown loaf, and ordering the groom to say, that 
the corn is all out. My uncle Toby Fretabit, havinig 
received a visitation from a gentleman and his liuly, 
who were his relations, and finding it continued to 
the seventeenth morning, hit upon the expedient of 
calling aloud to his groom, under their chamber 
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window^ to be sure to feed his cousins' horses well^ 
and get their chaise cleaned : ' For very likely, Tom,' 
says he, raising his voice, ^ my cousins will embrace 
so fine a morning to go home in ; for you know so 
very fine a day one seldom sees in a whole month at 
this time of the year/ His cousins, it seems, took the 
hint^ and very civilly decamped a few hours after. 
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Animi cuHus quasi quidam humamtatis cibus. TuLL. 

If the love of indolence did not sometimes as entirely 
possess me as the love of fame, I should no doubt feel 
myself a little piqued at being in a manner compelled 
to withdraw my own wit, in order to publish that 
of my correspondents. For many weeks past I have 
considered myself as a mere postmaster, whose only 
employment is to receive and distribute letters. But 
what most mortifies me is, that I do not find my 
readers to be at all clamorous about my resuming the 
pen. I am particularly hurt by my correspondent of 
this day, who, under the friendly appearance of fa- 
vouring me with his assistance, has sent me what I 
am afraid will cast a shade upon my own papers. I 
could have forgiven the injury, if he had left me room 
to alter a single word in his essay, when I nyght 
have assured my acquaintance that it was partly 
written by myself. 

TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
SIE, 

Every one knows how liable the body is to decay, 

70L. I. GO 
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unless it be supported by proper nourishment. The 
unlearned labourer is as well skilled in this doctrine 
as the most profound philosopher : for the stomach, 
by certain monitory twitches^ informs them both 
equally of how great importance eating is^ not only 
to their well-being, but to their being at all. The 
peasant labours that he may cat, and eats that he 
may labour; and his very labouring contributes aI?o 
to the health of his body. Now, sir, I beg leave to 
inform certain of your readers, who, by the circum- 
stances of their birth, education, ana fortune, are 
unhappily exempt from bodily labour, and who are 
idle because they have leisure, that the mind like- 
wise requires sustenance^ and that for want of food 
and exercise, it will as naturally fall into decay as 
the body. 

This is daily seen in what is called the polite world, 
which is chiefly composed of sudi whose sleek coun- 
tenances and active limbs discover all the signs of vi- 
gorous, bodily health, but whose minds are so feeble, 
puny, and hali-starved, as to be scarce able to support 
themselves. 

Vauxhall and Ranelagh are generally crowded 
with objects of this sort ; for that such- naturally 
have recourse to public places and company may 
be learned from TuUy's account of the idle fellows of 
Rome: Videmus, cum re nulla tmpedianturrucesaaria, 
aut alveolum poscere, aut qucererc quempiam ludum, 
aut sermonem altquem requirere; cujnque nam habeatii 
tngenuas ew doctrind ohlectationes, circulos aliquos 
€t aesaiunculaa consectari As this morsel of Latin 
may possibly stick with such of your readers as have 
had leisure enough to neglect the improvement of 
their school learning, to make it go down more 
glibly, I will dress it for them after the English man- 
ner. The idle, as they have no occupation or businatst 
to employ them, resort either to a gaming-table, or a 
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crichet-match, or mother Midnight'* oration; and, as 
they have not. Jar want of learning, an^ of tht amuse- 
ments of a gentleman, become members of clubg and 
\ frequenters of coffee-houses. From tlieillustriouBcon- 
mttion at Wliite's down to those who assemble on 
birth-days at the Black; whether they rejoice in 
cli!inipa!gn and ortolans, or tripe and porter ; whether 
tliey are employed at a hazard-table or a shovel- 
board ; the mind in each fraternity seems to be aKke 
provided for, and has little else to subsist upon than 
the scraps and broken pieces of knowledge picked up 
from the common newspapers. 
- We cannot wonder, if, with such miserable fere, 
die mind should be impaired in its strength, and 
grow languid in its motions; but we may well won- 
der tliat men, who are fer above the ordinary rank 
of life, who are proud of their abilities to distinguish 
tjiemselves from the Vulgar in their clothes, tables, 
honses, fiirniture, in short, in all the conveniences 
of mere living, even to loxary, should take up with 
so poor 3 diet ; should be contented with diversions, 
winch even the lowest mechanic may aspire to. Is 
it no mortification to their pride to lind men of low 
birth, mean fortune, and no education, on a level 
with themselves in their lunuaements ? Is it no re- 
proach to them to look upon a picture of Raphael, 
or a Medicean ^'enus, with the same stupid eye of 
indifference as the labourer who ground the colours, 
or who dug in the quarry ? Yet many there are, and 
men of taste too, as the phrase goes, who, through 
a shameful neglect of their mind, have little nr no 
relish of the fine arts ; and I dnulit whether, in 
onr most splendid assemblies, the royal game of 
goose would not have as many eyes fixed upon it 
as the lately published curiosity of the ruins of 
Palmyra. I mention this work not only to inform 
such of your readere, aa do not labour 



340 THE WORLD. 63. 

total loss of appetite for liberal amusements^ what a 
sumptuous ontertainmcut they, may sit down to, but 
also to give it as a signal instance^ how . agreeably 
men of ingenious talents^ ample fortune^ and great 
leisure^ may amuse themselves, and laudably employ- 
ing their leisure time, do honour to their country. 

Among the polite and idle, there are none wnom 
I behold with more compassion than those meagre 
and half-famished souls whom I meet every day, in 
fine clothes and gay equipages, going about from 
door to door, like common beggars ; and, like beg- 
gars too, as commonly turned away ; with this dif- 
ference, that the porter gives the ragged stroller a 
surly no, and a civil dismission to the ragrant in 
embroidery. The former, to excuse his idleness, says, 
' Nobody will employ me ;' the latter does as good as 
say, ' I cannot employ myself.' This in hieh life is 
called visiting ; which does not imply any friendship, 
esteem, or the least regard towards the person who is 
visited, but is the effect of pure generosity in the, 
visitor, who, having more time upon his hands than 
he knows what to do with, prodigally bestows some 
of it upon those whom he cares not one farthing for. 
I look upon visiting to be the art of squanderii^ 
away time with the least loss of reputation : a very 
great invention indeed I and as the other ingenious 
arts have been produced by hungry bellies^ so this 
owes its rise to the emptiness of the mind. 

But the hunger of the mind for the most part 
creates a constant restlessness, frequent indisposition, 
and sometimes, that worse than bodily disease^ the 
spleen; which happens when, by low keeping, it is 
reduced to the necessity of gnawing and preying 
upon itself. Every man who does nothing, oecause 
he has nothing to do, feels himself more or less subject 
to these disorders. And can his flying to places of 



fi3. TiiE WOULD. 341 

pastime and diversion remove thyiii P Should we uot 
coiidemo a mother as unnaturJ, wlio, when her child 
tries for bread and butter, Ehould carry it abroad to 
a puppet-show? Yet fiill as absurdly does every man 
act, who, regardless of the cravings of hia mental 
ap]ietite, stands gaping at vertical suns or ^ painted 
waterfall. 

I liave heard tliat the master of Vaushall, who so 
plentifully provides heef for our Lodily refreshment, 
has, for tiie entertainment of tliose who visit him at 
Ilia country house, no less plentifully provided for 
the miud; where the guest may call for a scuO, to 
chew upon the instability of human life, or sit down 
to a collation of poetry, of which the han^ngs of hia 
room of entertainment take up, as I am told] many 
yards. I wish that this grand purveyor of heef ano 
puetry would transfer some of the latter to his gardens 
utVauxhall. Odes and songs parted on the lamp-posts 
would, I believe, be much more studiously attended 
to than the prices of cbeese-cakes and custards ; and 
if the unpictured boxes were hung round with cele- 
britted passages out of favourite poets, many a com- 
pany would find something to say, who would other- 
wise sit cramming themselves with silent stupidity. 
1 am led to this thought by an observation I once 
made at a country church, where the walls were 
set out with several plain dishes of good wholesome 
doctrine. It happened that the pastor of the lloch, 
who was round and fat, by the Jieaviness of his dis- 
course, and the laay manner of delivering it, laid to 
sleep three-fourth a of Iiis audience. Upon inquiry, 1 
found that the sleepers were those only who could not 
read, and that the rest kept themselves awake by 
feeding on the walls. In the waking part uf the 
congregation I had a proof of the advantage of 
reading J in the languid preacher an instance of a 
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decayed habit of mind : which certainly would not 
have been in so weak a condition^ if, instead of cold 
ham and venison-pasty, he had now and then taken 
for breakfast a luncheon of Barrow, or a slice of 
Tillotson. 

Yours, &c. 

L. M. 
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Animum pidurA patcit inanu Viao. 

TO MR. FITZ-ADAM. 
8IE, 

I READILY agree with your correspondent of last 
week in his conclusion, that books, or more pro- 
perly tliat learning, is the food of the mind ; and 
as what happened to me lately was occasioned b^ 
giving my mind a meal, I beg leave to relate it 
to you. You must know, sir, I labour under a 
misfortune, common to many in this great metro- 
polis,, which is, to have a very good appetite, and 
very little to eat. This lays me under the necessity 
of spunging upoti my friends : my calamity indeed 
sits lighter upon me, as I do not practise the little 
arts and shifts of many fine gentlemen, who drop in 
as it were by chance at dinner-time; who saunter 
about the town in hopes of meeting with some ge-* 
nerous master of a family ; or who in a morning 
visit protract the conversation till it is too late for 
them to dine any where else. No, sir; I have a 
mind above such low contrivances, and openly avow 
my spunging without any reserve or shamefaoed*-. 

liCSS. 
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Witli Uic view of getting a breakfast, I waited the 
other ffloroing un Lord Fiuirid, who is remarkable 
for baring a verjf elegant library. The familiarity 
of his coiiTersation with mc in public places gave 
me courage to make him the first visit; and ua I 
knew that his time of rising waa about twelve, I 
was at his door hy niue ; where, after the fashion of 
mumpers, I gave but oue single knock, for fear of dis- 
turbing him. After some time, the door was opened 
to me by a slip-shod footman, who, asliing my honour's 
pardon for having made me wait so long, showed me 
into the library. Here I found my lady's woman, 
with a damask napkin in her hand, taking down the 
books one by one, and after wiping them as tenderly 
as if they had been glass, putting them into their 
places again. She Tery politely hoped I would ex- 
cuse her; said she should sood have done; that to 
be sure the books were in a great dishabille, and not 
lit to be seen in that pickle ; ' For you must knowj 
sir,' said she, ' that this is the largest room in the 
house : and my lady gave a ball here last night, 
well knowing that my lord would not leave White's 
till the dancers were gone.' This she desired me to 
keep to myself. I told her, I thought there waa no 
great harm in making use of a room which would 
otherwise be useless. ' True, sir,' said she; ' but as 
my lady knows that my loi'd does not choose it, and 
as my lady would not willingly offend my lord, she 
has strictly ordered all the servants not to blab, and 
desired me to be up thus early to wipe the books, for 
fear the dust upon them should occasion a discoveij: 
fot you know, sir, if my lord knows nothing of the 
matter, it is just the same thing as if there had licen 
no dancing at all.' As I did not controvert so eminent 
adnctrine, her conversation ended with wipinji the last 
book ; and after having received an assurantw from 
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me of keeping secret what she had no occasion to en<* 
trust me with^ she very graciously dismissed herself* 

I was now left by myself^ and was going as I 
thought to sit down to a most delicious repast ; but I 
found myself in the state of a country booby at a 
great man's table^ who sits gaping and stanng at 
the richness of the plate and elegance of the seriioe 
while he should eat his dinner. I stood astonidbed 
at the gay prospect before me : the slielves, whidi 
at the bottom were deep enough to contain just a 
fblio^ ta])ered upwards by degrees^ and ended at the 
dimension of a small duodecimo. All the books on 
the same shelf were exactly of the same size, and 
were only to be distinguished by their backs, which 
were most of them gilt and lettered^ and displayed 
as great a variety of colours as is to be seen in a bed 
of tulips : for the bindings of some were red, some 
few black, others blue, green, or yellow ; and here 
and there, at proper intervals, was stuck in one in 
vellum covering, as white as a curd, and leered 
black, in order to make a stronger contrast of the 
colours on eacli side of it. 

Hitherto I stood at some distance, to take with 
more advantage a general view of the beauty of the 
whole ; but curiosity leading me to a closer inspec- 
tion of each individual, I had the pleasure to find 
myself surrounded by the best authors in ancient 
or modern learning. I took down several of them 
by way of tasting (for, as Lord Bacon observes, 
* some books are to be tasted, others to be swal- 
lowed, and some few to be chewed and digested'); 
and by the sticking together of the leaves, occa- 
sioned by the marbling and gilding of the edges, I 
found that not one of them had been opened since 
they came out of the hands of the book-binder. 

I now fell to with a good aj)petite, intending to 



3-4^^ 



04. THE WOfLD. 

make a full meal ; and while I was cliewing upon 
a piece of Tully's jAilosophical writings, my Itird 
came in upon me. His looks discovered great uii- 
easinees, wbich I attributed to tlie event of his last 
night's diversion ; but, good manners requiring me to 
prefer his lordship's converaatinn to my own amuse- 
ment, I replaced his book, and by the sudden satis- 
faction in his countenance, perceived (liat the cause 
of his perturbation was my holding open the book 
witli a pin£h of snuff in my fingers. He said he was 
glad to see me, for he Hhould not have known else 
what to have done with him^lf: I returned the 



'Yes,' replied he, ' the collection is not without 
elegance; but I read men only now; fori linished 
iay studies when I set out on my travels. You arc 
tet the first who has admired my library ; and I am 

glowed to have as fine a taste in books as any man in 
ngland.' Hereupon he showed me a Pastor-fido 
Ii6uud in green, and decorated with myrtle- 1 eaves ; 
lie then took down a volume of Tillotsou, in a black 
ftjnding, with the leaves as white as a law book, 
tad gilt on the back with little miti-es and crosiers ; 

£d lastly a Cicsar's Commentaries clothed in red 
d gold, in imitation of the military uniform of 
Cnglish officers. He reflected with an air of satis- 
Action upon the usefulness of miditng observations in 
, travelling abroad ; and acknowledged that he owed 
4he thought to his having seen, in a French abbe's 
4tildy at Parts, all the Dauphine editions of the 
VlassicB with gold dolphins on the back of them. 
Wum veaceris ifld, guitm laudaa pluma ? was fre- 
quently at my tongue's end ; but good-breeding re- 
strained me from t^ng the liberty of a too Miliar 
expoetulatiou. 
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We now Bat down at the table, and my lord having 
ordered the tea-water, licgged the fiivour of mo 
reach out my hand to the window-Beiit behind i 
and give him one of the books, which lay flat c 
tijioii another, the backs and leaves alternately. I i 
so ; and endeavouring to take the uppermoiit, I fou 
that they all dung tog«t)icr. His lordship se- 
my surprise, laughed very heartily, saying it 
only a tea-chest, and that I waa not the fiPBt I 
many whom he had pJaved the same trick npon. C 
examining it, 1 found tliat the upper book o|>ened 
a lid, ami the hinges and key-hole of the lock vc 
concealed so artfully, as they might easily eacK 
common observation. But it was with great coBoe 
that I beheld the backs of these seeming books h 
tered Fope'i worif. Poor Pope I irith what indigiij 
tion would he have swelled, had he lived to see bnt t 
mere phantom of his works become the vehiule of j 
eery i His lordship, observing my eyes Used i 
attention on the lettering, gave me tlte reason oi 
' What could I do?' said lie; ' the credit of mi 
braryr(.i|uired the presence of the poet; but wliera 
plarc him waa the dllRculty ; for my shelves w 
all full long before the last publication of him, ■ 
would have lost much of their beauty by i. 
derangement; so to get clear of the embarrtu, 
thoiiglit it might be as well to have Mr. HalleS 
edition as Mr. Knapton's.' I perfectly agreed wi 
his lordship, reserving to myself my meaning as 
his own particular. Mr. Cosn the. banker being n 
introduced, after hearing a, joke or two upon ft 
Cash's books, which his lordsliip was pleased to c 
a more valuable library than his own, I left them 
their private business. 

And now, Mr. Fita-Adam, for the sake of n 
wJio, like Lord Finical, have a fine taate iu li 
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and not tlie least relUh fur Icaraing; and fur the 
oKU'enience of Diany more, who are fond, of tlie ap- 
pearance of leaTDiDg, and can give no other j>roof of 
it than that of possessing so many books, which are 
liiie globes to a cunning man; I desire you will 
give a hint to Mr, Bromwicb to form a paper-hang- 
ing, repreaenting classes of books, which may be called 
fiir at his shop by the name of learned, or Hbrart/- 
pnper, as he pleases. That ingenious gentleman, 
whose gains and reputation have risen equally with 
our paper-madness, will exert Ins fancy in so many 
pretty designs of book-cases, or pieces of ornamental 
architecture, accommodated tn tne size of all rooms, 
in Bucli richness of gilding, lettering, and colouring, 
that I doubt whether the Cliinese-paper, so much in 
fashion in most of our great houses, must not, to hia 
great emolument, give place to the learned : T think 
the library-paper will look as pretty, mar/ be made 
as costly, and I am sure will have more meaning. 
The hooks for a lady's closet must be on a smaller 
scale, and may be thrown into Chinese -houses; and 
here and there blank spaces may he left for brackets 
to hold real China ware and Dresden figures. It is 
to he observed that the lettering should not be piit 
on till the paper is hung up : for every customer 
ought to have the choosing and the marshalling his 
own books ; by this means he may hare those of the 
newest fashion immediately after their publication ; 
and besides, if he should grow tired of one author or 
one science, he may he fiirnished with others nt 
reasonable rates, by the mere alteration of the let- 






apology to Mr. Dodsley o] 
■ink he \ 



s I do not thin) 
by this compendious, yet comprehci 
perJ'iTiniag libraries. 

Yours, Sic. 
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Campeitres meliut Scythatf 

Quorum plaustra voffus rit^ trahunt domos* Hor. 



That experience is the best, and should be the only 
'guide of our conduct, is so trite a maxim, that one 
can hardly offer it without an apology ; and yet we 
find the love of innovation and the vanity of inven- 
tion carrying men daily to a total neglect of it. In 
a country where mode and fashion govern everything, 
we must not be surprised that men are ruled by 
no fixed principles, but rather should expect they 
will frequently act in direct opposition to every tlfing 
that has been long established. The favourite axiom 
of tha present times is, that our ancestors were bar- 
barous ; therefore whatever differs from the ignorance 
of their manners must be wise and right. \ 

To show the folly of an overweening opinion of in- 
ventive wisdom, and to bring the foregoing remarks to 
the purpose and subject of this day's paper, I shaJl give 
an instance from Garcilasso de la Vega, who tells us 
that when the Spaniards began to settle in Peru, and 
were erecting large stone buildings, the Indians stood 
by and laughed at them, saying thev were raising 
their own tombs, which on the first lieaving of the 
earth would fall and crush them. Yet big with their 
European improving genius, they despised the light 
cabins of the Americans, and at length became the 
victims of their own opinionated pride. Equally ri- 
diculous would be the Peruvian in England, who, 
disregarding the old established models of strength 
and solidity, should build himself a hut after the 
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fashion of his owu country, and adapted only to the 
temperature of that climate. 

As I would willingly pay my countrymen tJie com- 
pliment of supposing all their actions to be founded' 
in reason, wlien I cannot demonstrate the contrary, 
1 have imputed the number of slight wooden edifices 
with which we see our parks and gardens so crowded 
to the extravagant fears with whicli it may be re- 
membered the inhabitants of more solid structures 
were seized at the time of the late expected earth- 
quake. If such a time of universal panic should 
again occur, I doubt not but the buildere of these 
asylums, who had mercenary views, would see good 
interest for their money, while the generous and 
benevolent would enjoy the greatest of pleasures, that 
of m^ing numbers easy and happy. But even in this 
case, how have they acted against experience ! For 
' as a storm of wind is a much more usaal phenomenon 
in this climate than an earthquake, it is evident that 
the expense of erecting these occasional receptacles 
(though not'indeed very considerable) must be totally 
thrown away; unless we are to believe those refiners 
in practical arithmetic, who assert that these retreats 
have contributed as much to the service of the jiuhlii- 
in the increase of its inliahitants, as they could have 
done in the preiervation of tbem, according to their 
original institution. 

The same spirit which influences men to despise 
and neglect ancient wisdom leads them to a hasty and 
precipitate imitation of novelty. Thus many, ignorant 
of the original design of these slight slielters, and not 
imagining there could possibly be any use in them, 
concluded that they must imply ornament and beauty ; 
and recollecting the proverb, that, ' every thing that 
is little b P'''^''ty,' dotted their parks witli sections 
of hogsheaat. The first' I saw of these gave me a 
_ high opinion of the modesty of its owner. A wise 
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man of Grreecc^ thought I to myself^ was immor- 
talized for his self-denial and humility in occupying 
the whole of that mansion^ of which my wiser coun- 
tryman is contented with the half. But upon look- 
ing round me, and seeing this new old whim propa- 
gated all over his park^ and these philosophical do- 
micils so numerous as to make a town big enough to 
hold all the wise men upon earth, I soon changed my 
opinion of the founder, and concluded him rather to 
be possessed with the ambitious madness of an Alex- 
ander, who coveted more worlds^ than with the mo- 
deration of the Cynic> who, as Hudibras observes, 
expressed no manner of solicitude about a plurality 
of tubs. 

The whole world was not half ao wide 
. To Alexander, when he cry'd, 
Because he had but one to subdue, 
As was a narrow paltry tub to 
Diogenes ; who Is not said 
(For aught that ever I could read) 
To whine, put finger i' th' eye and sob, 
Because h' had ne'er another tub. 

The situations usually destined for these monu- 
ments of taste ar^ not in covered valleys, embosomed 
in groves, or in some sheltered dell ; (there indeed 
we have the modesty to place our wood-piles, bone- 
stacks, cinder-heaps, ana other more heavy fabrics, 
composed of rubbish, oyster-shells, and sometimes 
more glittering worthlessness, imder the ennobling 
title of grottos^ hermitages, &c. &c.) to ipaake them 
conspicuous, they are placed on eminences in the 
bleaicest exposures ; insomuch that I have over-heard 
an assembly of modern improvers condoling with one 
another at a drum on a windy night, like a company 
of merchants at Jamaica, who had a rich fleet in the 
harbour at the time of a hurricane. 
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The moveable liauticB of tlie Scythians, dcecriljed in 
my motto, are worthy our admiration. We muat 
ackuowledge them to be the perfection of alt works, 
since tliey will stand the criticism of Momus liimself ; 
having that requisite, for the want of which he con- 
demned all other housea; they are upon wheels, and 
can move from bad neighbours, or be conveyed to 
shelter from the Any of the winds, or the scorching 
of the sun. What a satislkctian must it be to a man 
of fortune to be told that such houses are a manuiac- 
ture of this age and country, and that bo may be 
supplied with a very complete one, at the common 
and moderate price of three hundred pounds ! It is 
to be presumed that no gentleman whom this intel- 
ligence may reach will hereafter litter his park with 
huts, tubs, cribs, sentry-boses, &c. 

The taste of the present age is universally for an- 
nuals. Their politics, hooka, plantations, and now 
their buildings, must be all annuals ; and it is to he 
apprehended, that in a few years large trees and 
substantial structures will be nowhere to be found, 
except in our deserts ; unless we could be as sanguine 
in our expectations as a certain schemiat, of whom 1 
shall relate some particulars. 

This gentleman, whose Chinese temple had been 

I blown down a few weeks after it was erected, was 
bomforting himself that he had found in Hanway's 
travels a model never yet executed in this part of 
the world, which, from the advantage of its form, 
nust stand agmnst the most violent gusts of wind 
.9ti the highest mountains. This was, it seems, a 
^ramid of heads, after a genuine plan of that great 
improver, Kouli Khan. He immediately contracted 
irith the sexton of hia parish for a sufficient supply of 
niunan sculls, and was preparing the other matenals, 
when tlic scheme was prevented by the ovcr-scni- 
ptdous conscience of the sexton's wife. The schumist 
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was extremely mortified, yet remained pertinacious 
in the execution of his design, and, as I am told, set . 
out the next morning for Cornwall to obtain a seat in 
parliament, in order to bring in a bill for the erecting 
a pyramid in every county, with niches for the re- 
ception of the heads of all criminals hereafter to be 
e;Lecuted. He is in no pain for the success of his 
motion ; for though the legislature has found objec- 
tions to every scheme for making malefactors of use, 
he doubts not of their ready concurrence in a pro- 
posal for making them an ornament to their country. 
In former times the great house was the object to 
which the stranger's adi^iration was particularly in- 
vited. For this purpose lines of trees were planted 
to direct^ and walls built to confine your approach^ in 
such a manner that the eye must b e constantly em- 
ployed in the contemplation of the principal front. 
Now it is thought necessary to change all this ; you 
are therefore led by round-about serpentine walks^ 
and find your progress to be often intercepted by in- 
visible and unexpected lines and intrenchments, and 
the mansion purposely obscured by new plantations, 
while the noblest trees of the old grove are tumbled 
down to give you a peep now and then at an out- 
building of about ten feet square of plaster and canvas. 
So difiTcrent from this was the practice of our ance- 
stors, that whenever they erected such little edifices 
(which they did only from necessity) they constantly 
2)lauted berore them yews, laurels, or aquatics, ac- 
cording as the soil was moist or dry ; and I could 
venture to promise any modern improver, who de- 
lights in laying all things open, that he might in one 
morning fall down the populous part of the Thames, 
and with his single hatchet among the willows lay 
ppeu as many masked .edifices of the true moilern size 
and figure, as, projierly dis])osed and fancifully variq- 
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gated with fresh patDt, might make Houn do w -heath 
a rival to many an admired garden of this age. 

A philosoplier would not suppose that the master 
of the place asaumed any merit to himself from audi 
trifles : lie would hardly imagine that even the most 
elegant of palaces could add any degree of worth to 
the possessor, whose character must be raised and 
sustained by bis own dignity, wisdom, and hospita- 
lity ; remembering the maxim of Tully, ' Non dnmo 
dominus, sed domino domus koncxtanda est.' But to 
judge with the common observer, and to reason with 
the general race of improvers, if it be absolutely ne- 
cessary iur every man to show his taste in these mat- 
ters, letbim ondeaTOur to compass solidity, duration, 

._j ; :_ *i :^^ ^^ inhabits; and not 

i licence in a number of 
ley may seem to imitate. 



and convenience in the mansion he inh: 
attempt to display his magnilicence ii 
edifices, which, whatever they may s« 
are unnecessarif-liouses. 

I No. QG. THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1754. 
TO MR. FITZ-ADAM- 
SIB, 
'To confess an unfishionable hind of ' 
woman who now and then tliink a lit) 
I do, I sometimes turn my refleetinns (i 



To confess an unfishionable hind of truth, I am a 
who now anil then tliink a little ; and when 
I do, I sometimes turn my refleetinns on my own sex, 
Man, you know, is said to be ' a creature formed for 
society;' and I do not deny it to be in general true; 
bat then pray what is woman ? To my tliat slic too 
is ' a creature formed for society,' is saying nothing at 
tH; she is a great deal more thou all that. Shall I 
tell you what she is ? Woman is 'a creature furmcd for 
crowding, and for being crowded.' 



4 
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Mr. Pope, who you know thought it worth liis while 
to write a whole epistle al)out us, declares, after he 
thinks he has analyzed us to the bottom, that the 
love of pleasure and the love of sway are the general 
ruling passions of the whole sex. In direct contradiction 
to which I assert, that the love of crowding and of 
being crowded is a passion infinitely niore general 
and predominant. It will be alleged, probably, that 
this passion is included in one of the former ; but I 
answer. No : it is absolutely distinct from either of 
them : for as to the love of pleasure, ask a woman of 
fashion in the midst of a crowded assembly (and thanks 
to the taste of the age we live in, you may make the 
experiment in this dear town any evening you pledse) 
ask her, I say, if she takes any pleasure in being 
crowded ? — ' No,' she will tell you, ' she hates and 
^letests it ; it breaks her hoop, tears her rulHes, puts 
her in a horrid fluster, makes her a fright in shorty 
and she wonders what could persuade her to come 
there.' A plain proof this, that it does not result 
from her love of pleasure : and that it is not a con- 
sequence of our love of sway, is still more obvious ; 
for the very idea of a crowd excludes all notion of 
sujKjriority and distinction. But if you want an ex- 
l)erimental proof of this trx), go to the same lussembly, 
and observe the lady of the house herself: she is 
distinguished indeed, but in a manner quite o])])f)site 
to what you would expect; for itjs only by bustling 
through the crowd slie has herself raised, with all 
the hurry and vulgar obsequiousness of a coffee girl. 

All then that can be said in your friend Pope's 
defence is, that he did not live long enough to see 
this predominant female passion display itself in that 
full strength and vigour which it does at present. 
Yet one might think too, from what one has heard of 
the ring and other fashionable amusements in his time 
(for I do not remember them myself), that he had. 



I 

i 
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even then, suffident opportiiuity given liim to discover 
this truth ; but as he has totally omitted it in all bis 
essays, I shall (without tnaking apolo^es for my id- 
ferior abilities, for I hate apologies) eodeavour to 
demonstrate, that this very passion is superior to all 
our other passions put together. 

First, as to our lore of play. Let us in the first 

?Iacc, to proceed methodically , consider what play is, 
'lay ia a. science, or rather a science and an art put 
together ; the former of which has been renderetl sy- 
stematical, by the philosophic pen of Mr. Hoyle ; the 
other, though perhaps as well understood as the 
.fbrmcr, has yet been honoured with no distinct trea- 
thoHgh I am told indeed, that a gentleman, 
now in the Old Bailey, has, at liis leisure hours, com- 
pleted an essay, which, when published, will render 
the whole of this matter clear to the meanest capa- 
city. But this, enpataant. Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
whether we consider gaming as a science that employs 
the head, or aa an art which exercises the hand of ita 
h\r professors; whether we suppose it a matter of 
judgment or ingenuity ; we must agree, that a private 
mora, and a small party, would be infinitely more 
eligible for the purpose (that is, if a woman loved play 
for its own sake) than a full assembly ; for if sbe plays 
with judgment, I would presume that a. noise and 
tumult about her would certainly disturb her; and if 
she plays with skill, I should imagine a number of 
lookers-on might jHissibly disconcert her : yet tliis is 
not the case; lo game in a crowd is the mag- ; and 
lather than not game so, slie is willing cither to hu 
ir to be smoked, either to lose her money or her 
_iutation. , 

Having proved, I think to my satisfiictitm, and I 
le, sir, to yours, that even the love of play is a 
mdary ]iaasion to the love of crowding, I will just 
)uch upon our love of dress. That this is made sub- 
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servient to it jJho is evident t« any pemin that wUl 

S lease to contemplate that most important part of our 
resa, tlm lioop ; a iiiece of npparel, or to Bpeak more 
properly, & piece of macliincry, wliii^h owes its very 
being Hod existtncv to this passion : for since that 
invention, a lady is enabled to make a crowd even by 
herself; and thirty women can now cram a room aa 
completely aa a hundred would do, if deprived of bo 
necessary an aaxiliary. On tliis prinrtple too we 
may account for that seeming paradox, why the hoop, 
contrary to the fleeting and short-lived nature of all 
nthcr parts of drees, holds its plsce in the realms of 
^shion so much longer than any other mode was 
ever known to do^ and while our caps have, from the 
eize of a china plate, dwindled away to the breadth of 
a half-crown, and then entirely vanished, our hoops, 
on the contrary, continue to enlar^ their circum- 
ference gradually, and keep pace witti our ruling pas- 
sioD, So that I shall venture to assert, that this part 
vf our dress will be immortal ; fur so long as women 
are women, so long must they wear large hoops. 

Again, as to our love of music ; ask any womao 
of ^hion, if the opera sounds as well on a Tuesday 
as a Saturday, and she will stare at your question, 
and answer coolly, ' No; she does not think it does,* 
And why, pray? For this short reason, that Satur* 
day is the crowded night. 

The thing is now so very plain, that I might spare 
myself all farther trouble ; yet to proceed, let me ask 
why we prefer gallantry to love, and general ac- 
quaintance to particular fi-tcndship 7 Because the one 
goes on full as well in a crowd (excepting indeed 
some necessary short intervals with regard to gal- 
lantry) as in any other place. But should a woman 
condescend to cultivate love or fi'iondship, she would 
be frequently seduced into solitude, or wliat is aa bad. 
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be obliged sometimes to undergo tbe insupportable 
ennui of a grave tete-a-teie. 

Lastly, I would fain ask, wby does tbat small part 
of our sex, that think at all about the matter, prefer 
enthusiasm to religion, and Mr. Whitfield to their 
parish priest ? For no other reason in the world, but 
because Mr. Whitfield of all men living has the 
greatest knack of gathering a crowd about him. 

Now that I am talking of religion, I have heard 
of an author who wrote a treatise to prove, that the 
place of future punishment was the centre of the 
earth ; which since it could not fairly hold half the 
inhabitants that would be assigned to it, he supposed 
the principal torment would cotisist in squeezing. 
I believe indeed the doctrine was soon exploded ; and 
it was fit it should : for surely, sir, it would have a 
itianifest bad tendency in point of female morals; for 
who can think that we should have any dread of 
squeezing in the next life, when we love so dearly to 
be squeezed to death in this ? 

Yet though I have hitherto endeavoured to prove 
that this love of crowding is the ruling passion of the 
female world, I would not have it inferred, that it 
does not sometimes also predominate in man. I know 
myself various instances to the contrary ; many young 
fellows of my acquaintance are at present warm bo- 
rough hunters: now as most of them are infinitely 
too ignorant to suffer one to imagine they do it with 
a view of serving their country, and much too negli- 
gent and degage to aim at serving themselves, I 
charitably conclude, in order to give them some 
motive for action, that they commence candidates 
purely from this principle, as wanting only to push 
themselves into a present momentary crowd at the 
ensuing election, and to secure to themselves a sep- 
tennial crowd, by getting into parliament. I could 
enumerate many more instances of the same kind. 
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hot really I have scribbled till I am tired : I have 
however one word to say to your friends the poets 
before I conclude. You know^ sir, they frequently 
make similes about us women, and are particularly 
fond of taking them from the feathered part of the 
creation : for instance, if a woman is constant (as per- 
haps some women have formerly been), they compare 
her to a turtle ; if she sings well, they instantly clap 
a nightingale into her throat ; and if she is fair, the 
swan* 8 plumage immediately becomes dirty by com- 
parison. Now air these similes may do well enough 
in the confined way they use them ; but they never 
yet found out any single bird that could be made use 
of as a general symbol of the whole sex. I have, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam ; and I shall give it them to put into 
verse if they please ; assuring myself, that if they are 
convinced of the truth of my foregoing reasonings, 
they will think it a just one : not to keep them or 
you longer in suspense, it is a wild'goose, 

I am. 
Among the crowd of your admirers^ 

M.B. 
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